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CHBONIGLES  AND  MEMOBIALS 


or 


GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND 

DURING  THE  MIDDLE  AGES. 

PUBLISHED  BT  THE  AtJTHORITT  OP  HEK  MAJESTY'S  TREASURY,  UNPER  THE 

DIRECTION  OF   THE  MASTEli  OP  THE  BOLLS. 


On  the  26th  of  January  1857,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
submitted  to  the  Treasury  a  proposal  for  the  publication 
of  materials  for  the  History  of  this  Country  from  the 
Invasion  of  the  Romans  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  Master  o£  the  Rolls  suggested  that  these  materials 
should  be  selected  for  publication  under  competent  editors 
without  reference  to  periodical  or  chronological  arrange- 
ment, without  mutilation  or  abridgment,  preference  being 
given,  in  the  first  instance,  to  such  materials  as  were  most 
scarce  and  valuable. 

He  proposed  that  each  chronicle  or  historical  document 
to  be  edited  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  if  the 
editor  were  engaged  on  an  Editio  Princeps ;  and  for  this 
purpose  the  most  correct  text  should  be  formed  from  an 
accurate  collation  of  the  best  MSS. 

To  render  the  work  more  generally  useful,  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  suggested  that  the  editor  should  give  an 
account  of  the  MSS.  employed  by  him,  of  their  age  and 
their  peculiarities ;  that  he  should  add  to  the  work  a  brief 
account  of  the  life  and  times  of  the  author,  and  any 
remarks  necessary  to  explain  the  chronology  ;  but  no  other 
note  or  comment  was  to  be  allowed,  except  what  might  be 
necessary  to  establish  the  correctness  of  the  text. 


The  works  to  be  published  in  octavo,  separately,  as 
they  were  finished ;  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  task 
resting  upon  the  editors,  who  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject,  expressed  their  opinitm  m  a 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  February  9,  1857,  that  the  plan 
recommended  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  "was  well 
calculated  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important 
national  object,  in  an  effectual  and  satisfactory  manner, 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  provided  proper  attention  be 
paid  to  economy,  in  making  the  detailed  arrangements, 
without  unnecessary  expense." 

They  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  proposal  that 
each  chronicle  and  historical  document  should  be  edited 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  with  all  possible  correct- 
ness the  text  of  each  writer,  derived  from  a  collation  of  the 
best  MSS.,  and  that  no  notes  should  be  added,  except 
such  as  were  illustoative  of  the  various  readings.     They 
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PREFACE, 


a<W^>^»*^^^^^»^MMM^^/%^^* 


In  submitting  the  claim  of  ''  The  Buik  of  the  Cro- 
''  niclis  of  Scotland"  to  be  included  in  the  series  of 
works,  hitherto  inedited,  now  in  course  of  publication 
under  the  direction  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Editor  was  influenced  by 
the  consideration  that,  while  England  possesses  the 
volumes  of  Langtofl,  Robert  of  Gloucester,  Harding 
and  others,  the  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  in- 
valuable chronicle  of  Wyntown,  is  the  sole  metrical 
narrative  of  her  early  history  to  which  Scotland  can 
point'  And  although,  apart  from  the  fact  of  the  pre- 
sent chronicle  being  a  translation,  it  by  no  means  merits 
to  be  placed  on  the  same  level  with  the  labour  of  the 
Prior  of  S.  Serf,  nevertheless,  as  a  monument  of  the 
vernacular  language,  and  a  reflection  of  the  manners. 


*  The  "Bruce  "  of  Barboar,  sod  the  •*  Wallace  **  of  Blind  Harry,  do  not 
£dl  within  the  ipecial  category. 
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sentiments,  and    character  of  tho  age  in  wliicli  it  was 

composed,  he  deemed  it  in  every  respect  desirable  that 
it  8l]ould  be  rescued  from  comparative  obscurity  and 
made  accessible  to  the  public.  An  opinion  of  its  value, 
differing  widely  from  that  of  ita  editor,  may  perhaps 
be  entertained  by  the  fastidious  balancer  of  mere 
facts;  but  the  philologist,  and  the  philosophic  student 
of  the  past  of  a  once  independent  nation,  will  not 
undeiTate  even  its  mythical  exaggerations  or  rude 
imageries. 

The  original  and,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  only  MS. 
of  this  chronicle  is  preaerved  in  the  Public  Librarj', 
Cambridge,  and  bears  the  press-inark  K.  k.  ii.  IC.  It 
is  a  volume  in  folio,  written  on  paper  in  a  character 
BufRciently  indicative  of  the  first  half  of  t!ie  sixteenth 
century,  even  if  the  precise  date  of  its  execution  were 
not  aet  forth  by  its  scribe.  The  number  of  its  folios 
was  two  hundred  and  seventy  ;  but  of  these  the  first 
and  twenty-first  have  been  lost ;  and  of  those  wliich 
remain,  the  first  five  and  the  last  have  been  misplaced 
by  the  binder ;  while  several,  particularly  those  at  the 
beginning,  are  much  soiled  and  mutilated.  The  folios 
also  after  f.  1 6-5  have  been  erroneously  numbered.  The 
most  infelicitous  dilaceration  is  that  of  its  colophon, 
where   the  injury  occurs  at    the    pi-ecise   sjiot  whereon 
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about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  or  beginning  of  the 
following  century) ;  and  thereafter  to  Bishop  Moore, 
with  the  rest  of  whose  MSS.  it  passed,  by  gift  of 
George  I.,  to  the  University  of  Cambridge  ;  where 
it  has  been  generally  understood  that  the  book  was 
written  by  command  of  Margaret  Tudor,  sister  of 
King  Henry  VIII.,  and  widow  of  King  James  IV.  of 
Scotland,  for  the  instruction  of  the  youthful  sovereign, 
]ier  son  James  V.  This  supposition  is  maintained, 
among  various  incidental  allusions,  by  the  ai'guments 
employed  by  the  allegorical  personage  of  the  imperfect 
"  Prologe,''  to  induce  the  translator  to  undertake  his 
task  of  rendering  into  the  vulgar  tongue  the  history 
of  Hector  Boyis, 


''Maister  in  art,  rector  in  theologie; 


>} 


which,  as  be  informs  us  in  the  following  lines,  was 
commenced  on  the  eigliteenih  day  of  April  1631,  and 
ended  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  1535  : — 

''Thankit  be  God  now  and  his  moder  deir. 
My  lang  laubour  at  this  tyme  endis  heir; 
Quhilk  wes  begun  richt  mony  da  ago 
With  greit  travell,  sjme  endit  wes  also, 
Quhen  of  oure  Lord  completit  wes  but  weir, 
Ane  thousand  threttie  and  fyve  himdreth  teir, 
And  ane  also  for  to  subscrive  thairtill, 
Tlie  auchtane  day  quhilk  wes  of  Apryle, 
That  s<amin  tyme  this  ilk  wai-k  I  begould, 
And  syne  proceidit  dalie  as  I  could  ; 
Quhill  efterwart  the  fyve  and  threttie  ^eir, 
Completit  wes  this  wark  present  heir, 
Of  September  the  nyne  and  tuentie  day/' 

Thus  far  as  regards  the  manuscript.  Of  its  Author's 
name,  as  already  stated,  we  have  been  most  tantaliz- 
ingly  deprived;   yet,  very  fortunately,  he  himself  sup- 
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plies  aufficient  data  from  which  we  are  enabled  both 
to  ascertain  that,  and  to  identify  his  individual  po- 
sition, although  not  to  trace  with  certainty  the  specific 
family  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This  the  defective 
condition  of  the  Scottish  records  altogether  prevents 
ua  from  supplementing ;  but  regal  blood,  as  will  be 
seen,  flowed  in  his  veins. 

In  the  sixteenth  Book  of  his  Chronicle,  when  nar- 
rating the  incremation  of  Elgin  Cathedral  by  the 
"  Wolf  of  Sadenoch,"  in  1390,  he  thus  expressly  telU 
us  that  this  savage  nobleman,  Alexander  Stewart^  first 
Earl  of  Buchuu  of  that  name,  and  fourth  son  of  King 
Kobert  II.,  was  liis  paternal  great-great-grajidiather, 
and  that  George,  tenth  Earl  of  Dunbar  and  March, 
waa  related  to  him  in  the  same  degree  maternally. 

"This  Alexander,  as  that  sum  man  eais, 
Of  Badzenoch  wes  callit  all  his  daia 
The  vorax  wolf,  fiecaus  all  tyme  that  he 
Vsit  oppressioun  with  crudelitie. 
%e  sail  nocht  fynd  in  no  storie  men  reidis, 
Ony  gude  said  of  him  or  tit  his  deidis ; 
Of  my  father  thocht  jyroavua  wes  he. 
Of  him  I  think  nocht  to  fenie  nor  lie ; 
Suppoia  fra  him  I  knaw  I  am  discendit, 
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natural  sons,  from  whom  several  families  of  the  name 
of  Stewart  descend ;  with  none  of  these,  however^  can 
the  author  be  connected ;  but^  the  name  being  found,  a 
few  lines  farther  on  guide  towards  his  identification. 
While  recording  the  foundation  of  the  University  of 
St  Andrews,  he   says : — 

"  Myself  was  ane,  quha  lykis  for  to  heir, 
Studeit  thairin  the  space  of  fourtene  ^eir 
In  the  Colledge,  quhair  that  I  did  apply 
Logik,  phisick  and  philosophy, 
And  theologie,  that  iyme  as  it  micht  be ; 
Suppois  I  brocht  richt  litill  awa  with  me/' 

Now,  among  the  early  Scottish  poets,  who  flourished 
at  the  court  of  James  the  Fifth,  Sir  David  Lyndsay, 
in  his  Prologue  to  the  ''Complaynt  of  the  Papingo,'" 
written  in  1530,  mentions  two  of  the  name  of  Stewart 
in  the  following  terms: — 

"And  Steward,  quhilk  desyrith  ane  staitly  style, 
Full  ornate  warkis  daylie  dois  compyle." 

And  again, — 
**  Stewart  of  Lome  will  carpe  riebt  euriouslie."  ^ 

Of  these,  in  the  first-mentioned,  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt  the  author  of  the  Metrical  Chronicle  may 
\ni  recognized,  since  various  payments  made  by  order 
of  the  Sovereign,  in  addition  to  the  fact  of  his  having 
l>een  educated  at  St.  Andrews,  as  stated  by  himself, 
make  it  almost  a  matter  of  certainty  that  tliis  trans- 
lator of  Boece  s  History  was  Mil.  William  Stewart, 


'  Works,  cd.  ChalmcWi  toL  I.  p.  286. 


It  K  neceasary,  however,  to  keep  in  view  tbat  there 
were  two  penoos  of  the  same  name  educated  at  St. 
AudrewH,  both  of  whom  were  connected  with  the 
court  of  the  Scottish  tnonai-ch  at  nearly  the  same 
period.  Among  the  Determinants,  in  the  year  1494, 
the  first  name  in  the  list  is  "  WiL  Stewart ; "  and  in 
the  following  year  it  occurs  as  second  in  the  list  of 
Licentiates,  "  Mr.  William  Stewart,"  This  may  have 
been  William,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Stewart  of  Minto,  by 
bis  wife  Isabel,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of 
Sir  Walter  Stewart  of  Arthurly  ;  who  is  said  to  have 
been  bom  in  1479  ;  and  is  known  subsequently  to  have 
filled  several  places  of  distinction  both  in  Church  and 
State.  He  was  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  was  successively 
parson  of  Lochmaben,  rector  of  Ayr,  and  a  prebendary 
of  Glasgow.  In  the  year  1627  he  was  preferred  to  the 
deanery  of  Glasgow,  and  in  1530  became  Lord  High 
Treasurer,  and  Provost  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
Lincluden  He  was  afterwards  appointed  one  of  the 
Lords  of  Session  and  promoted  to  the  episcopate  of 
Aberdeen,  He  died  on  the  17th  of  April  1545,  and 
was  interred  in  the  Cathedral  church  of  his  see.' 

His  namesake,  the  poetical  chronicler,  who  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  oppressed  by  the  weight  of  similar 
preferments,  was   probably  bom   about   1481.     In  the 
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for  the  Church  may  be  inferred  from  the  lines  just 
quoted ;  while  one  or  other  of  the  preferments  assigned 
to  his  namesake  the  Canon  of  Glasgow,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  may  have  been  conferred  on  him. 
His  name  first  appears  shortly  after  James  Y.  assumed 
the  reins  of  government,  and  in  the  accounts  of  the 
High  Treasurer,  Archibald  Douglas  of  Kilspindie,  from 
15th  October  1526  to  29th  August  1527,  it  occurs  among 
those  of  the  King's  attendants  who  received  "  leverays 
(or  dresses)  at  Yule:" — 

Fo.  20.  "  Item  to  Maister  William  Stewart,  be 
the  Eingis  precept,  ane  steil^  of  brown  chamelot 
tane  fra  James  Bassentyne  to  be  him  (Ste- 
wart) a  gown,  price,  xiiij". 

**  Item  iij.  elHs  blak  veluot  to  be  him  a  dowblet, 
price  el  Iv*.  -        -         -         -  summa,  viij".  v'." 

Fo.  31.  Under  the  head  "  Pensiouns  and  Feallis,"  * 
"  Item  to  Maister  William  Stewart,  be  the 
Eingis  precept,  for  ane  terme  within  the  iyme 
of  the  said  copipt,  -  .  -  xx^/' 

Again,  in  those  of  High  Treasurer  Robert  Bertoun, 
1529-1530,  we  find;— 

Fo.  30.  "  Item  to  Maister  William  Stewart  nyne 
eln  of  tafiateis,  price  eln  xl'.   -    Summa,  xviij"." 

"  Item  tua  eln  and  half  tanny  satyne  to  him,  price 
eln  xxxiiij*.  -  -  -  Summa,  iiij".  v*. 

Fo.  31.  Under  the  head  '*  Fealis  and  Pensiouns/' 
'*  Item  to  Maister  William  Stewart,  -   xl".'' 

The  Treasurers  accounts  during  James's  reign  are 
only  partially  preserved :  Stewart  s  name  is  to  be  found 
in  the  following  extracts,  but  those  under  the  date  of 


'  {>alar:c5,  or  wages. 
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January  1533-4  aodoubtedly  refer  to  the  BLshop  elect 
of  Aberdeen,  who  was  sent  as  one  of  the  AmboBBadoni 
for  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England ;  as  we  learn  from 
the  safe-conduct  printed  by  Bymer,  and  from  letters 
included  in  the  collection  of  State  Papers  temp.  Hemy 
VIII. 

"  Compotum   Wilelmi    Electi  Aberdonen.   Thesau- 

rarii,  &c."  6  Sept.  1631  to  22  Aug.  1532. 
Fo.  40.     "  Item    the    penult   day    of  Januar,   to 
Maister  William    Stewart,  be  the  Kingis   pre- 
cept,        xx"." 

"  Compotum   W"'.  Episcopi  Abei-donen,"  22  Aug. 

1632  to  26  Sept.  1633. 

Fo.  39.  "  Item  the  v.  day  of  December,  to  Maister 

Williame  Stewart,  be  the  Kingis  precept,   xx"." 

Fo.  41.     "Item  the  xviij.  day  of  Julij  to  Master 

William  Stewart,  be  the  Kingia  precept,   •  xx"." 

"Compotum    Will'"'.    Epi    Aberdonen,"     26  Sept 

1533  to  2  Oct.  1534. 

Fo.  33.     "  Item    to  Maister  William   SteWart,   be 

the  Kingis  precept,  for  ane  lifray   -         -  xx"." 

Fo   39.     "  Item  (the    28  day  of  Januaiy)  be  the 

Kingis    command    to   Maister   William  Stewart 
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Fo.  46.  ''  Item  (the  3^  January)  to  Maistei*  WU- 
liam  Stewart  be  the  Kingis  command  -     x^V 

Fa  47*.  "  Item  the  xviij.  day  of  September,  to 
Maister  William  Stewart  be  the  Eingis  precept 
in  pairt  of  payment  of  xx".    .        -        -   iiij"/' 

As  Stewart's  name,  after  an  interval  of  some  years, 
appears  only  incidentally  in  the  accounts  of  the  Trea- 
surery  James  Kirkcaldy  of  Orange,  imder  the  date  of 
June  1541,  when  there  was  "gevin  to  Malster  William 
Stewart  to  be  gevin  to  ane  Frenche  preist  at  the  Eingis 
command,  yj'*.  xij*.,"  it  may  be  concluded  that  he  had 
obtained  some  preferment.^  How  long  thereafter  he 
may  have  survived  is  quite  uncertain.  BoUand,  in  the 
prologue  to  the  "  Seven  Sages,"  written  in  1660,  and  first 
published  in  1578,  thus  commemorates,  as  his  masters, 
Stewart,  with  three  others,  then  dead  ;  but  this  term, 
*'  Master  *'  probably  only  meant  familiarity  with  their 
writings,  rather  than  any  personal  acquaintance : — 

• 

''  In  court  that  time  was  gude  David  Lyndsay, 
In  vulgar  toung  he  bure  the  bell  that  day 
To  mak  meter,  richt  cunning  and  expert ; 
And  Maister  Johne  B  alien tyne  suith  to  say 
Mak  him  marrow  to  David  weill  we  may; 
And  for  the  tlirid,  Maister  Williame  Stewart, 
To  mak  in  Scottis,  richt  weill  he  knew  that  art 
Biscbop  Durie,  sum  tyme  of  Galloway, 
For  his  plesure  sum  tyme  wald  tak  thair  part" 


*  While  thii  Yolnme  was  pauiDg 
through  the  preti,  the  Editor*s  friend 
Mr.  David  Laing  acquired,  at  a  sale 
in  Edinburgh,  a  copy  of  Polydore 
Virgil's  treatise  De  Inventoribus 
Bentm,  &c,  Paris,  1528,  4to.,  on 
the  title  of  which  is  written,  in  a 
contemporary  hand,  **  Wilhelmus 
Steward,    Rector     de     Quodquen" 


and  on  the  last  leaf  of  the  Index, 
''Ex  lihris  (M.)  Wli.  Steward, 
liectoris  de  Quodquen,**  and  he  sug- 
gests the  possibility  of  this  person 
and  the  chronicler  being  identical. 
The  parish  of  Quodquen,  or  Quoth- 
quhan,  is  in  the  deanery  of  Lanark, 
and  was  annexed  to  that  of  LibertoQ 
in  1G60. 


In  the  veU-knovn  collections  <^  poefary  hy  Qeorge 
Bannatyne  and  Sir  Richard  Maitland,  there  are  several 
poems  subscribed  Quod  Stewabt,  and  scnne  of  tbem 
Lave  been  printed  by  Lord  Hailes  and  other  editors 
Only  one  of  these,  a  poem  addressed  to  the  king, 
beginning,  "  Tkia  kinder  nicht,  neir  by  the  hour  of 
iiyiM,"  has  the  name  of  William  Stewart  affixed. 
Lyiidsay's  mention  of  Stewart  in  1530,  before  be  had 
commenced  liia  Metrical  Chronicle,  is  sufficient  eridenca 
of  his  having  vritten  mach  that  has  not  been  pre- 
served. The  preceding  is  all  the  scant  knowledge  of 
him  that  can  be  fomid. 

That  Stewart  and  John  Bellenden,  the  Archdean  of 
Moray,  were  both  by  royal  command  oigaged  simnl'- 
taneoualy  in  translating  Hector  Boece's  History — the 
furmor  in  verse,  tlie  latter  in  prose — is  proved  by  Uie 
Name  nuoounts  to  which  reference  has  bcoi  made.  Tba 
foniier,  as  we  know,  commenced  his  task  in  1531  ; 
fuul,  at  the  b^inning  of  that  year  or  the  cod  of  the 
preceding  one,  payments  to  "Master  John  Ballentyne, 
be  the  kingis  precept,  for  hia  franslating  of  Uie 
Oronykill,"  in  soma  varying  from  ^30  to  ^6,  down  to 
July  1533,  are  entered  by  the  Treasnrers. 

The  first  edition  of  Boece's  Histoiy  was  published 
at  Paris  in  1 526-7 ;  and  the  estimation  in  which  his 
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Such  might  not  be  deemed  undeserved  neglect  by 
those  who  were  wont  to  vilify  and  ridicule  the  nar- 
rative of  honest  Hector,  making  no  allowance  for  the 
period  when  he  wrote^  and  the  scanty  materials  and 
loose  traditions  on  which  he  constructed  it ;  and  pro- 
bably a  larger  amount  of  contempt  would  have  been 
bestowed  by  them  upon  William  Stewart  who,  in  some 
portions  of  his  version,  does,  as  it  were,  out-Hector 
Hector.  But  such  denunciators  are  probably  few  in 
number  at  the  present  time,  when  the  minutest  con- 
tribution to  historical  science  is  duly  appreciated. 
Besides,  as  will  be  seen,  there  are  circumstances  and 
observations  in  the  Chronicle  of  Stewart  that  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  work  of  Boece  or  his  clerical  trans- 
lator. 

Before  pointing  out  some  of  these  more  noticeable 
matters,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  offer  a  specimen  of 
the  two  versions  in  juxta-position  with  the  original 
passage.  When,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
''Gracious  Duncan/^  Scotland  is  invaded  by  Sueno, 
King  of  Norway,  with  his  fierce  Danish  soldiery, 
who  lay  siege  to  the  Castle  of  Perth;  Duncan,  while 
offering  to  surrender  that  fortress  on  condition  of 
assurance  to  its  inmates  of  life  and  property,  devises 
a  scheme  whereby  he  may  in  an  easy  manner  free 
himself  from  these  unpleasant  visitors.  He  accordingly, 
with  much  courtesy  sends  a  supply  of  provisions  to  the 
Danes,  whose  stores  he  understands  to  have  been  for 
some  days  exliausted,  taking  care  that  the  liquids  shall 
be  thoroughly  impregnated  with  the  juice  of  night- 
shade ;  so  that,  when  the  lethiferous  decoction  has  taken 
effect,  he  may  order  Macbeth  to  knock  them  on  the 
head.  The  measure  is  attended  with  complete  success ; 
and  is  thus  described  by  Stewart,  with  whose  version 
of  the  "  uncouth  slicht  *'  it  may  be  interesting  to  com- 
pare the  quaint  and  faithful  prose  of  Bellenden  and  the 
original  of  Boece : — 


"  Ane  herb  in  Sootluid  growis  heir  *(  hame, 
QahiUc  c&Ilit  is  the  mnkilvort  to  luune. 
Is  of  dc  ^nd,  qnha  lyku  to  tak  keip, 
Quh»  [oeTia  it  ao  ndlie  garria  thune  aleip, 
Qatilk  puttis  t-l'^iw  in  peirell  of  the  deid. 
Without  richt  [aiue]  that  tha  get  sum  remud ; 
And  all  thairwith  this  herb  is  of  mc  kind. 
It  makis  men  as  tha  var  by  thair  mynd. 
This  iDc  Banqnho,  the  quhilk  the  aiU  gart  brew. 
Of  thir  herbis,  qohairof  he  had  anew. 
In  aindiie  partis  growaod  qohair  he  gat, 
Amftng  the  aill  gart  tome  thame  io  the  &tt ; 
Ac  leit  it  stand  at  greit  laser  and  tenth, 
Quhill  that  the  aill  take  all  the  jus  and  atrenth 
Out  of  that  herb,  and  wes  of  that  same  kynd. 
To  gar  men  sleip  or  than  go  by  thair  mynd. 
Of  tba  herbis  also  richt  mony  one. 
He  hes  gart  bra  into  ane  mortar  stom^ 


fiOECE. 

'  Interea  vinam  ao  cerevisiam  Solatro  amentia)! 
(herba  est  ingentia  quantitatia,  acinoa  prinoipio  Tiridea, 
aa  tnox  ubi  maturuerint  purpuraos  et  ad   nigredinem 
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And  throw  ane  claith  drew  all  the  jus  out  syne, 

And  in  the  tunnis  gart  put  amang  the  wyne  ; 

Quhairof  the  wyne  tuke  aU  the  nature  haill 

Of  that  same  herb,  sidike  as  did  the  aill. 

This  wyne  and  aill  syne  haif  tha  maid  till  go 

Abundantlie  unto  this  king  Sweno; 

New  baikin  breid,  and  beif  that  wes  rycht  salt, 

Quhairof  the  Danis  had  that  tyme  greit  fait. 

And  all  sic  thing  micht  gif  thame  p^ppetyte, 

Thairof  to  drink  and  for  to  tak  delyte. 

This  king  Sweno  quhairof  he  wes  richt  glaid, 

And  courtaslie  to  the  servandis  he  said : 

'  Of  my  behalf,'  he  said,  *gude  friendis,  thank 

^our  king, 
'  The  quhilk  to  me  so  glaidlie  send  sic  thing, 
*  Abundantlie  of  so  gude  meit  and  drink, 
'  The  quhilk  I  traist  that  he  sail  nocht  fortliink 


Bellenben. 

"  Incontinent,  the  Scottis  tuk  the  jus  of  mekilwort 
beryia,  and  mengit  it  in  thair  wine,  aiU,  and  breid  ; 
and  send  the  samin,  in  gret  quantite,  to  thair  enni- 
mes.  Sueno  and  his  army,  rejosing  of  this  fouth  of 
vittallis,  began  to  waucht  on  thair  inaner,  and  to  have 
experience  quha  micht  ingorge  thair  wambe  with 
maist  voracite,  quliil  at  last  the  vennoun  of  thir 
beryis  was  skalit  throw  all  partis  of  thair  bodj'is ; 
throw  quhilk  thay  war  resolvit  in  ane  deidly  sleip. 
Than  Duncane  send  to  Makbeth,  commanding  him  to 
invaid  his  ennimes  with  al  diligence;  for  thay  war  at 
ane  esy  point  to  be  vincust.  Makbeth,  but  mair  tar^^ 
com  with  his  folkis  to  the  tentis  of  ennimes ;  and 
first  he  slew  thair  wache ;  and  the  remanent  of  thame, 
sowpit  with    sleip,  war    al    murdrest   in    thair    beddis 

b 


•  Within  schort  quhile,  and  I  be  for  to  trow :' 
Quhilk  wes  richt  trew  suppois  he  wist  aocht  how. 
That  samin  day  quhair  tha  sat  at  the  dyne, 
Tba  eit  and  drank  bayth  of  the  aill  and  wyne, 
Richt  mirrely  ay  wauchtand  round  about ; 
At  euirilk  draucht  tba  playit  ay  cop  out. 
Sweno  himself,  with  all  his  strenthis  strawe. 
In  his  drinking  for  till  exceid  the  lawe  ; 
So  did  tha  all,  quhill  tba  war  als  bout  few, 
And  also  slepie,  as  wea  ony  sow. 
The  fair  wordis  tha  gat  with  sic  effect, 
-  It  causit  thame  to  bold  no  man  suspect ; 
Traastand  that  tyme  all  sould  have  bene  thair 

awin. 
So  greit  Igrndnes  to    thame  that  tyme  wes 

Bchawin, 
So  thankfullie  and  hartlie  with  gude  wiU. 
Greit  folie  wes  to  gif  sic  traist  thairtill, 


BoECE. 

De  quid  deefiset  ad  gulam  ez<»tandam,  aut  quo  nunus 
largiter  sese  esplerent  Neo  minus  qnam  oppidani 
optarant,  faciunt ;    infunduntque    quoad   venter  potuit 
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And  of  thame  -selffis  to  tak  sic  litill  keip, 
That  lang  or  midnycht  fell  rycht  sound  on  sleip: 
Throw  greit  exces  tha  tuke  of  aill  and  "wyne, 
That  all  that  nycht  tha  sleipit  still  like  swyne. 
This  king  Duncane  all  that  cans  weill  knew, 
To  Makcobey  he  send  richt  sone  and  schew 
Alhaill  the  fiissoun  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 
nk  word  be  word  as  ^e  half  hard  befoir ; 
Commandand  him  in  all  the  haist  he  ma, 
To  Bertha  toun  to  speid  him  lang  or  da, 
With  all  his  oist  se  that  it  sould  be  done. 
And  tak  the  tyme  sen  it  wes  oportune. 
This  Makcobey,  in  all  the  haist  he  mycht. 
Come  to  the  toun  lang  or  it  wes  midnycht ; 
Syne  throw  the  toun  aU  passit  in  array. 
On  to  the  place  qubair  that  the  Danis  lay 
All  sound  on  sleip,  drunken  as  ony  swyne. 
So  greit  exces  tha  tuke  of  aill  and  wjrne. 


Bellendek. 

Sueno  was  brocht,  with  few  nowmer  of  his  folkis,  to 
the  schippis,  quhare  he  pullit  up  salis,  and  retumit  in 
Norroway.  Of  all  this  army  eschapit  nane  hot  Sueno 
and  X.  personis  with  him,  by  the  marineria  Mony 
yens  efler,  na  kniehtis  war  maid  in  Norroway,  quhill 
thay  war  swome  to  revenge  the  slauchter  of  thair 
freindis  in  Scotland.  The  remanent  schippis,  quhilkis 
war  left  behind  the  Danis,  in  the  Scottis  Firth,  with- 
in tlire  dayis  efter  thair  departing,  raschit  ilk  ane 
on  othir,  be  violence  of  ane  eist  wind,  and  sank 
doun  in  the  Firth,  quhare  thay  ly  tit,  to  the  gret 
dangeir  of  all  other  schippis  that  cumis  in  the 
samin,  for  quhen  the  see  flowis,  thay  ar  coverit  with 
waiter,    and    quhen  it    ebbis,    thay  appeir    sum   part 

1)  2 


PSKTICK. 

The  tentin  all  qofaair  that  the  Dam  la. 
Bieiii  anon  tlia  sniytit  the  coniia  all  in  tns. 
And  lett  tbe  tcmcia  &I1  afaone  duir  bsd. 
Syne  in  chair  hwHiw  'iiuiz  rtiamfc  atl  to  <lwrf 
Or  tfaa  w&Iknit,  aa  my  aadwr  did  9«r 
Rycfat  mnDV  rtimnand  war  ^liuie  qnhair  tlia  1>  j 
And  th&  that  walknit  due  Vyme  aat  of  dap, 
Tbs  war  als  blait  and  baait  aa  -ing  jgiiwii  • 
And  odi^  anm  war  of  ane  vthor  kynd, 
Ricfac  mad  and  maneit.  wod  ant  of  diair  iiiynd. 
Withom  defence  jna  war  cha  aQ  ilkon^ 
Qnhin  aQ  war  alane.  rydit  few  or  niuie  wer  ioae, 
Kzoeptand  r^^  that  nvirht  that  mke  n&  iduiii^ 
The  qnhiik  war  maid  chac  nyAt  the  king  to  keip. 
And  fiv  that  caia  'itank  notho'  wyne  no  sill, 
Tnto  thair  coir'  in  drsd  diac  tfaa  aold  &ilL 
Thir  few  feizia.  Sab  qnhei  cha  hard  tbe  firmy, 
Th»  paant  aQ  to  Swimo  qohair  he  lay. 


in  cabilihas  csedeates.  qnos  non  damor,  noa  tantos 
ttnnnltaa,  non  man  ipsa  excitare  oppressoa  Teneno 
potoit.     Alii  in  amentiam  acti  qoid   agocnt.  ant  qnid 
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To  walkin  liim  that  tyme  qubair  he  did  ly, 
Quhilk  for  thame  all,  nother  for  schout  nor  cry, 
He  walkin  wald,  or  ^it  ane  word  wald  heir, 
Or  for  na  stiyking  fit  or  hand  wald  steir; 
Bot  sleipand  la,  ay  snorand  lyke  ane  sow. 
Of  aill  and  wyne  wes  fiUit  than  sa  fow. 
Than  up  tha  tuke  him  sleipand  in  that  steid, 
Sum  be  the  feit  and  sum  als  be  the  heid, 
And  buir  him  sleipand  evin  on  as  he  la, 
On  till  ane  boit  wes  neirhand  by  on  Ta; 
To  Tayis  mouth,  quhair  all  thair  schippis  raid, 
Tha  rowit  syne  richt  bisselie  but  baid. 
Syne  on  the  mome  passit  to  Norrowa, 
All  in  ane  schip  was  left  levand  that  da. 
Of  the  greit  oist  king  Sueno  with  him  brocht, 
Fra  Norrowa  sa  fistr  was  put  to  nocht. 
The  sehipmen  als  come  to  the  camp  alhaill. 
To  get  their  part  of  that  gude  wyne  and  aill. 


Bellenden. 

above  the   samin,   callit  jdt  be   the    pepel^   Drumlaw 
Sandis/' ' 


*  Belleiideo,  Hystorj  and  Croniklis  of  Scotland,  toI.  ii.  p.  257,  ed.  1821. 


v^tuiMrt    1A    jM    _src;    k'  3jm   Tvat  vbiir 
><ulm;    cnmntB'    la.  jnrtx    m"»""t  -oiiiimMi 
'!«'    bntbu    ^mitiB    laic'  jnnii::  «<    aotr 
'luc    «Hiiir,    mcc    IBS  _  jic.  «'  u«o  :bh: 
lL^>4Aa4i    4e:    loc    -"w     s«.  xaai  :aaL 
1 1-    iiur    fV«:uc    "*■*    -iC   IS-,  je  3l  ^vol 
'lu'   AiurRBo:    B    c    lame-  ^r  joii  •  :i«(; 

.TU)       1_     la£     TT1B-     SB-   OTXIL.    ■•    .BBICI    3:    llMI 
'I  u     Mv     n     e^UL    a    JS*    -»nT.»r-  .oL    Ik. 

*I  u    fmc    1,^   xu    SB-  flehr   xvl. 

T-tIiUL     rtSiIrt"    "TSiiJ-     CZliUr    lilli   "WSC    ^^*'''«^  . 

V  l>^  Lv>r«.  Ik.  a  XT'  axtncr  ^Kt  -aawn 
«^  eitf  «d-  HVT^ih  mo  ta-  ■»  -taar  otoK 
V- 1  tui^irj    jn  V-    iiUiiai'  •*•"»•  rizk.  ~vc  nmn 


■mil    v-'i!'      JKS    Mti    liTi    nuBii  -gin 
'III     'cn^    ui    ueriaL    jnsn     jmisiir 
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Within  tua  myle  and  lea  to  the  se  bank, 

Into  ane  place  togidder  all  tha  sank. 

SyuQ  with  the  passage  in  wart  of  the  flude, 

And  outward  als,  in  that  place  quhair  tha  stude, 

As  that  the  flude  came  rynnand  by  the  land, 

Amang  the  schippis  warpit  on  the  sand, 

The  quhilk  remanit  ay  still  in  that  place, 

Ay  moir  and  moir  onto  so  lang  a  space, 

With  sic  abundance  on  everilk  hand, 

Quhill  that  it  grew  in  ane  greit  bed  of  sand. 

Quhair  eflerwart  schippis  and  bottis  baith, 

Sailland  thairby  gat  mekle  harme  and  skayth; 

Quhair  perrell  is  tit  for  to  saill  or  row, 

And  for  that  caus  it  callit  was  Dround-low. 

Lang  efter  that  in  Norrowa  I  trow. 

The  new  maid  knychtis  maid  ane  solempnit  vow, 

For  to  revenge,  with  all  power  tha  ma, 

Their  freindis  deith  that  slane  was  at  Bartha."' 

It  is  observable  that  in  several  instances  our  chro- 
nicler notices  occurrences  to  be  found  neither  in  Boece 
nor  in  Bellenden;  and  that  some  minute  points  omitted 
by  the  latter  in  his  translation  are  preserved  by 
Stewart,  and  vice  versa.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
first,  take  (in  the  present  vol.,  p.  100)  his  account  of 
the  extended  distance  of  the  Isle  of  Man  from  the 
main  land,  through  the  influence  of  the  ocean,  and  of 
its  encroachments  by  the  Solway  Frith  on  the  coast, 
the  efiects  of  which  he  himself  had  *'  sene  within  thu- 
teiris  ten/'  And,  connected  also  with  the  Solway, 
when,  in  the  sixteenth  Book,  he  narrates  the  loss  of 
the  English  there,  he  states  that  he  has  several  times 
witnessed  the  dangerous  operation  of  its  quicksands. 
So  also  the  sobinqiiet  of  his  ancestor,  "  The  Wolf  of 
Badenoch,"  is   not  given   by   Boece   or   by    Bellenden. 

^  Lib.  xii.,  fol.  185.  col.  2. 


Neither  do  they  record  the  place  of  Edward  the  First's 
death:  tliis  Stewart  does  "unto  the  toun  hecht  Brouch" 
(Burgh-on-the-Sands).  The  agency  of  a  friar  in  the 
murder  of  Douglas  by  Lord  Clitfoi'd  "on  the  brig  of 
Daoskin"  (Lib.  xvl)  is  another  etatement  peculiar  to 
Stewart:  as  is  tlie  report  that  the  name  of  John  Lyon, 
son-in-law  to  King  Robert  II.,  waa,  prior  to  the  rise 
in  bis  fortunes,  John  Myll.  Of  omissions  by  Bellendeu, 
the  mutual  chivalric  generosities  of  Lyndsay  and  Red- 
man after  the  battle  of  Otterbum  may  suffice  for  an 
example. 

Among  other  personal  traits  interwoven  with  his 
translation,  Stewart  informs  us  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  an  aged  woman  who  had  known  the  unhappy 
Duke  of  Rothsay,  bo  cinielly  starved  to  death  by 
Albany,  and  who  always  descauted  on  his  virtues  (not 
usually  ascribed  to  him)  with  teats.  As  the  Duke 
died  in  1401,  Stewart  must  have  been  more  advanced 
in  life  than  is  suggested  in  p.  x.,  unless  his  infor- 
mant had  attained  to  upwai-ds  of  one  hundred  years 
of  age. 

Stewart  seems  to  have  been  familiar  with,  and 
makes  reference  to,  the  works  of  John  Mair,  Blind 
Harry,  and  Froissart.  With  Fordun  he  must  have 
been   equally   acquainted,   since   the   particulars   which 
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Quhilk  Donybrissis  callit  than  that  wes^ 
In  that  purpois  attouir  Forth  than  to  pas. 
To  that  same  ferry  syne  quhen  tha  come  till, 
The  ferriar,  in  magir  of  his  will, 
Out  of  his  bed  at  midnycht  gart  him  ryis. 
The  ferrear  that  subtill  wes  and  wyiss, 
Quhen  that  he  saw  that  na  better  micht  be, 
With  thame  richt  sone  he  passit  to  the  se. 
In  mid  water  at  thame  he  askit  fittucht ; 
Said  ane,  '  ^ow  sail  haif  all  that  euir  we  aucht ;' 
And  with  his  fist  vpoun  the  face  him  smet. 
And  he  agane,  'Gramercy,  gentill  met! 
*  Haif  te  na  fraucht  vther  to  gif  me  ? 
'  Oif  it  be  so,  tlie  laif  sail  all  be  fre/ 
^it  nevirtheles  he  tbocht  rycht  sone  to  haif 
Ane  trew  mendis  for  him  and  all  the  laif 
And  so  it  wes,  as  ^e  sail  efter  heir, 
Of  that  ferrie  the  fraucht  was  than  ouir  deir. 
On  the  southsyde,  ane  grit  space  fra  the  land, 
Thair  lyis  thair  ane  mekle  bed  of  sand, 
At  the  law  water  wil  be  hard  and  dry. 
On  euerie  syde  lettand  the  flude  go  by; 
Syne  at  the  flowing  of  the  sand  richt  hie. 
The  water  growis  to  ane  deip  mane  se. 
The  se  that  tyme  begynnand  wes  to  flow ; 
This  fen-iar,  quhilk  did  baith  sail  and  row 
With  all  his  speid  quhill  he  come  to  that  sand, 
Syne  said  to  thame  that  that  wes  the  mane  land : 
Out  of  the  boit  quhair  tha  passit  ilkone. 
The  ferriar,  quhen  he  saw  tha  war  gone, 
Tumit  his  cours  and  left  thame  on  the  sand  ; 
Syne  in  all  haist  come  hame  to  the  north  land. 
Syne  efter  that  tha  sleipit  all  unsound, 
Lang  or  da  lycht  thair  war  tha  ilkane  dround." 

(Book  XV.) 

The    style  of  Stewart,  though  in  many  respects  pe- 
dantic, and — in  consequence  of  the  confusion  of  tenses. 


the  indiacriminate  use  of  the  singular  and  plural  num- 
bers, and  the  involved  arrangement  of  hiB  sentences, 
which  make  proper  punctuation  a  matter  of  no  small 
difficulty, — somewhat  rugged,  is  relieved  by  many  truly 
graphic  sketohee.  Such,  for  instance,  his  account  of 
the  deathbed  of  Edward  I.  and  relative  vision  of  Sir 
William  Bannister  (Book  xiv.) ;  the  capture  of  Edin- 
burgh Castle  by  Sir  William  Douglas  (Book  zv.);  and 
the  boBfitfiil  b^aviour  of  the  Engliali  Karl  Ibirshal, 
with  bia  6igbt  before  Robert,  Earl  of  Fife,  the  then 
Governor  of  Scotland  (Book  xvi.)  In  the  thirteenth 
Book,  the  story  of  Earl  Gilchrist,  brother-in-law  of  King 
William  the  Lion,  is  told  with  much  pathos. 

The  pages  abound  with  proverbial  expresEdons,  and 
a  quiet  stroke  of  dry  humour  every  now  and  then 
enlivens  the  ordinary  march  of  the  narrative.  When 
King  David  is  captured  by  Sir  John  Copelond  at  tlie 
battle  of  Durham,  the  circumstances  are  thus  pleasantly 
detailed  (Book  xv.) : — 

"  The  king  David  with  him  or  be  wes  tane. 
In  his  handis  quhilk  waponis  had  thane  naue, 
Soe  manfullie  into  the  feld  befoir 
Feohtand,  he  brak  thame  ilk  ane  les  and  mwr: 
Quhen  Cowpland  said,  '  Schir,  ze  man  ^oldin  be  ;' 
Said  lie  agiiDL-.  'That  will  I   nocht  to  tlie.' 
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Tak  ^ow  the  grysis  to  thi  self  and  eit, 

Tha  will  nocht  gane  for  Scottis  mannis  meit^ 

So  delicat  all  tjrme  ar  of  thair  mow, 

Tha  luif  na  grysis  of  ane  Inglis  sow."  (Book  xv.) 

As  the  chronicle  advances,  passing  from  the  more 
fabulous  and  traditional  to  the  authenticated  period  of 
history,  the  interest  of  course  becomes  greater ;  and  no 
one — certainly  no  Scotsman — can  fail  to  derive  both 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  from  a  perusal  of  the  last 
six,  of  the  seventeen  books,  into  which,  following  the 
division  of  Boece's  original  work,  the  translator  has 
apportioned  his  own. 

That  work  of  Boece,  as  is  generally  known^  em- 
braces the  history  of  Scotland  from  the  remotest 
period,  where  truth  is  lost  in  mythology,  until  the 
death  of  James  the  First  in  1436.  An  eighteenth 
and  part  of  a  nineteenth  book,  written  by  himself, 
were  added  to  the  second  edition  of  his  history,  which 
was  published  in  1574,  about  forty  years  after  his 
death;  and  with  them  a  continuation  by  Ferrerius  to 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Third.  But  ere 
this  second  edition  saw  the  light,  Stewart  must  have 
been  in  his  grave. 

The  historical  value  of  a  translation  must  necessarily 
be  equivalent  to  that  of  the  original  which  it  repre- 
sents ;  and  the  merits  of  Boece  have  been  imsparingly 
assailed,  not  only  by  strangers,  but  by  his  own  coun- 
trymen, who  have  charged  him  with  inventing  what 
it  is  rather  to  be  presumed  he  found  recorded, — as  he 
expressly  states  he  did, — in  the  wi*itings  of  earlier 
annalists.  Credulity  may,  no  doubt,  be  ascribed  to 
him ;  yet  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  lived  in  an 
age  when  legend  was  received  as  fact,  and  men  had 
not  begun  to  apply  critical  sagacity  to  the  investiga- 
ting of  long-current  and  obscure  traditions,  and  the 
**  Art  of  Verifying  Dates  "  was  alike  unthought  of  and 
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unpractised.  Dr.  Johnson  lias  rigliteously  observed,  in 
regard  to  Boece,  tliat  "  bis  credulity  may  be  excused  in 
on  age  when  all  men  were  credulous.  .... 
The  contemjwraries  of  Boethius  thought  it  sufficient 
to  know  what  the  ancients  hod  delivered.  The 
examination  of  tenets  and  of  fects  was  reserved  for 
another  generation," 

No  liberties  have  been  taken  with  the  MS,  beyond 
substituting  correct  words  for  others  obviously  erro- 
neous,— in  every  such  instance  noticed  at  the  foot  of 
the  page, — and  supplying  within  brackets  palpable 
clerical  omissions  of  letters  and  words.  With  these 
exceptions  the  orthography  of  the  MS.  has  been  strictly 
preserved.  This  it  is  necessary  to  state,  lest  the  va- 
riety ia  spelling  the  same  word,  e,  g.,  tka,  thai;  thame, 
thaim;  wer,  war,  &c.,  should  be  attributed  to  typogra- 
phical inaccuracy  or  editorial  oversight.  The  Editor 
is  aware  of  the  objections  that  may  be  advanced 
f^inst  this  course,  a  deviation  from  which  would  have 
occupied  infinitely  less  time  and  required  less  strict 
attention ;  but  he  has  deemed  it  liis  duty  to  obser^-u 
the  instructions  prescribed  to  him,  in  following  the 
test  of  the  original  as  narrowly  as  possible,  so  as  to 
make  the  book,  so  far  as  practicable,  a  representation 
of  the  manuscript  itself. 
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The  Editor  has  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  Syndics 
of  the  University  of  Cambridge  for  their  libeitd  loan 
of  the  MS.,  and  to  the  Rev.  Churchill  Babington,  B.D., 
for  his  courtesy  in  procuring  that  favour;  and  he  is 
particularly  indebted  to  his  old  and  esteemed  fiiend 
David  Laing,  Esq,,  so  conversant  with  all  that  relates 
to  Scottish  literary  history,  for  making  those  searches 
wliich  have  enabled  him  to  assign  the  author  to  his 
work. 

For  his  own  part  as  Editor  he  may  be  permitted 
to  say  that,  while  doubtless  many  more  competent 
to  the  work  might  have  been  found,  he  cannot  charge 
himself  with  any  want  of  care  or  anxiety  in  his  en- 
deavour to  produce  a  fidthfid  text.  They  who  are 
familiar  with  such  labours  can*  best  determine  how  far 
he  has  succeeded;  he  will,  therefore,  for  any  defects 
which  may  be  found,  appeal  to  his  critics  in  the  words 
of  the  "Excusation  of  the  Prentar,"  prefixed  by 
Davidson  to  his  edition  of  the  translation  by  Bel- 
lenden : — 

"  And  in  this  wark  that  I  have  heir  assail^eit 
To  bring  to  lycht,  maist  humely  I  exhort 

^ow  nobill  reders,  quhare  that  I  have  fiiiljeit 
In  letter,  sillabe,  poyntis  lang,  or  schort, 

That  ^e  will  of  ^our  gentrice  it  support. 

And  tak  the  sentence  the  best  wyse  te  may, 

I  sail  do  better  (will  God)  ane  otbir  day." 

W.    B.    TURNBULL. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  June  1858. 
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[Here  begtnnis  the  Buik  of  the  Cronicjlis  op 

Scotland.] 

[The  Prologe] 

ris  as  the  aid  cok  crawis, 

wes  quhen  other  prince  or  kyng,  lib.  i,  f.  i. 

rewling  of  his  ring.  ^'*  *• 

and  dalie  dois  his  cuir, 

and  pleis  both  riche  and  puir.  6 

as  pride  and  hie  ambitioun, 

and  that  ar  of  euill  conditionn. 

trew  ay  sen  the  warid  began, 

sajris,  sic  maister  ay  sic  man. 

.     .     .    said  I,  now  ansuer  to  this  thing,  lo 

ig  sail  ^e  be  rebell  to  the  king. 

ng,  scho  said,  for  my  cousing  Discretioun, 

[Hes  gajttin  me  leve  now  laitlie  at  the  sessioun 

.     .     .  ntir  thame  say  I  can  nocht  tell  how  lang, 

On  to  the  court  that  I  ma  cimi  and  gang;  15 

And  for  to  mak  no  tarie  in  that  place, 

Bot  schaw  my  erand  to  the  kingis  grace, 

With  him  tiU  commoun  so  is  my  conditioun, 

Quhill  I  haif  gottin  ane  respett  or  remissioun, 

And  I  have  brocht  my  mater  for  till  meis,  20 

Ane  nobill  buke  his  princeheid  for  to  pleis. 

The  qnhilk  contenis  mony  nobill  storie, 

Lang  tyme  befoir  tynt  out  of  all  memorie, 


'  The  beginning  is  lost ;  the  portions  of  the  pages  torn  away  are  indi- 
cated by  dots,  and  all  words,  letters  and  passages  within  brackets  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Editor. 
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Qohilk  oft  sys  had  of  kingis  corps  the  cuir : 
Lang  of  the  aid  tbair  wes  tbair  sepultuir ; 
And  thiur  wes  keipit  thair  storeis  and  bukis, 
Aa  in  this  libell  tbow  sail  ae  quhen  thow  Itiikis. 
And  in  that  place  thair  wes  thir  etoreia  fond. 
Sum  in  lowss  quanis  and  vther  sum  weiU  bund ; 
As  Bud,  Torgot,  and  Weremnnd  alsua, 
Comeill,  Campl>ell.  and  iiioiiy  vther  ma ; 
All  till  anc  f)Tie,  ane  f»t®i>un.  and  effect. 
In  om&t  spech  and  nothing  to  suspect ; 
And  fitr  this  caus  I  half  »ocht  to  the  heir, 
HarUie  as  now  thainif  I  the  requ^ 
TransUit  ihifi  libell  in  oor  mother  tonng. 
Aitd  pretii'  t^  aocbt  my  pnrpois  till  impu[iig]. 
Itie  tingis  grace  I  knRv  i-;  nocbt  f<erfite 
Tb  Latyn  tonng,  and  namelie  in  sic  dyte 
It  vilW  t«^ii>as.  that  dar  I  tak  on  hand, 
T.t  md  the  thing  he  nan   noclit  ^-nderstand 
War  it  transUtJt  in  oot  vu^r  tang. 
Owl  thiy*-  the  reabw  ii»  nimor  w»ld  [be  rung], 
IJlii.civ  7V>«  «MTn»  roan  wvuM  preis,  haoe  tbow  ua  wer, 
**•*■'■     Other  to  T^Ui  the  sUirie  or  till  heir. 

flwur  in  nothing  moir  gudlie  to  avance 
N«  awld  stfl>r«?ia  put  in  rememberance. 
Heir  I  Invteik  ;e,  bartlie  with  gude  -will, 
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Bot  ^it,  scho  said,  I  dreid  in  my  intent, 

That  to  his  grace  it  be  ouir  eloquent. 

For-quhy  the  tennis  poleist  ar  perfyte, 

Of  eloquence  in  rycht  plesand  indyte,  66 

In  Latein  toung  sententiouslie  and  sobort, 

Quhilk  for  to  heir  ia  pleaand  and  confort 

Madame,  I  said,  quha  wes  it  drew  that  stone? 

Ane  man,  scho  said,  of  sic  hie  laud  and  glorie, 

In  Albione,  sen  storeis  wes  begun,  7o 

Wes  neuir  nain  sio  amaog  our  poetis  funi 

Madame,  I  said,  quhat  is  that  mannia  name? 

Ane  Hector  Boyis,  said  scho,  of  nobill  fame  ; 

Maister  in  art,  rector  in  theologie. 

In  all  science  ane  profound  derk  is  he.  76 

Madame,  I  said,  now  tell  me  or  ^e  ga, 

Quhat  is  the  cans  that  ^e  commend  it  sua  ? 

That  sail  I  do,  quod  scho,  and  thow  will  heir: 

Our  aid  storeis  befoir  thir  mony  ^eir, 

Tha  war  distroyit  all  with  Inglismen,  so 

In  Wallace  weir  as  it  is  eith  to  ken ; 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  that  tha  wreit  the  storie, 

Aid  eldaris  deidis  to  put  into  memorie, 

Tha  maid  thair  ^  buikis  thair  tractatis  and  thair  tabillis, 

Part  be  ges,  and  part  be  fen^eit  fabillis;  85 

Part  tha  fand  in  aid  broades  of  bukis, 

Part  in  lous  quarris  liand  wer  in  nukis. 

Tha  tuke  sic  cuir  sic  thingis  to  considder, 

Syne  in  ane  volume  pat  thame  altogidder, 

Without  ordour,  fassoim,  or  effect,  90 

Mekill  wantit  and  all  the  lave  suspect. 

Madame,  said  I,  now  gar  me  vnderstand, 

Into  quhat  place  that  he  tha  storeis  fand. 

That  sail  I  do,  than  said  scho,  with  gud  will ; 

Intill  ane  place  callit  Ecolumkill,  96 

Ane  abbay  sumtjrme  of  authoritie. 

In  lona  yle  within  the  Occident  se, 


>  In  MS.  tha. 
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In  Greee  uiuilji,   bmo  AAebrnj*  bad, 
Kedaad  ane  aujrm  tfaaina  bt  self  I  tutd ; 

Ane  soot  be  bad         .... 
Kjdd  &ir  of  &ce  and  .... 
IiQsde  be  wea  and  krg    .... 
Strang  of  natOR^  cor     .... 
Most  Ijke  to  Mais  the    ...         . 
I  list  Docbt  DOW  ai  tbis    .... 
Tbe  nobiD  deidis  be  did         .         .         . 
Thairfoir  this  tyme  I  draw    .... 
For  first  to  bife  and  syne  .... 
AH  man  tbairof  vald  tpak  sai      .        .        . 
Thairfoir  aa  now  tbairof  I  bald 
And  to  mj  porptns  qobair  I  first  {b^an]. 
Tell  fortb  my  taiU  the  best  vay  that  [I  can]. 
Tbia  GatheloB,  of  qnbome  befive  I  qnic. 
As  tbat  my  author  did  me  mentioan  mak. 
Throw  rage  of  ^onth  and  wanton  insideDce, 
Ay  tin  bis  nit^tbom-  oft  )^yis  did  oSeace. 
In  Macedooe,  and  vtber  landis  ma. 
He  qnrit  nother  for  to  borne  and  ala. 
Qohiurof  his  freindis  thocbt  mekill  lak. 
And  schape  thame  scbarplie  alway  to  corrack. 
For  dreid  of  tbame  right  far  awy  he  fled 
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Madame,  I  said,  forsuith  that  war  I  laith, 
Your  kyndnes  tyne  or  ^it  with  ^ow  be  wraith ; 
And  thoucht  ^our  asking  be  waill  honorabill, 

it  to  my  power  it  is  rycht  importabilL 

*or  thoucht  I  do  the  best  way  that  I  can,  140 

I  wn  be  piysit,  I  wait,  with  mony  man, 
Quhilk  ar  mo  lynit  erar  to  lak  nor  ruse; 
And  be  this  way,  Madame,  I  me  excuse. 
I  ^ou  beseik  Madame,  gif  that  ^e  can. 
Commit  this  mater  till  sum  other  man.  145 

Lat  be,  scho  said,  for  that  sail  nocht  prevaill, 
Thair  is  no  cans  quhairfoir  that  ye  suld  faill ; 
l^or  thocht  thi  langage  be  bayth  rouche  and  rude^ 
2it  neuirtheles  the  sentence  is  richt  gude; 
And  thocht  it  be  nocht  full  of  eloquence,  I60 

So  that  it  be  substantious  of  sentence 
In  plane  termis,  thairof  haif  thow  no  weir, 
Bot  it  wil  be  richt  pleasand  for  to  heir ; 
For  plane  langage  is  eith  to  vnderstand: 
Thairfoir,  scho  said,  mak  me  no  moir  demand.  156 

Gif  thow  thinkis  to  haif  kyndnes  of  me, 
Pas  to  thi  purpois  and  lat  sic  talking  be. 
Madame,  I  said,  ^e  ar  inoportime, 
And  sen  alway  that  ye  will  haif  it  done, 
Now  for  ^our  saik  I  sail  do  as  I  can :  leo 

Thairfoir  of  gentres  I  beseik  ilk  man 
My  ignorance  in  this  mater  excuse, 
And  lak  me  nocht  suppois  ye  can  nocht  ruse 
And  thocht  ye  do,  thairof  I  gif  no  taill, 
Sen  kyndlie  is  all  man  sum  tyme  to  faill.  lea 

Thocht  Weill  I  wait  I  can  nocht  pleis  all  man, 
Zit  neuirtheles  I  sail  do  as  I  can 
For  to  reduce  this  mater  in  memorie ; 
Schirris  tak  tent,  for  heir  begynnis  the  storie. 

Heir    endis   the   Prologe  and   begynis    the 

HlSTORIE. 
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In  Qrece  sumtyme  into  Acbchaya  land, 
Redand  ane  stone  tluurin  my  self  I  fand ; 
Quhair  duelt  ane  king,  the  quhilk  hecht  Nealos, 
Ane  sone  he  had         .... 
Bjcht  fair  of  face  and  .... 
Lnstie  he  wes  and  larg    .... 
Strang  of  natuie,  cor    .... 
MoBt  lyke  to  Mars  the    .... 
I  list  nocht  now  at  this    .... 
The  nobill  deidis  he  did         ... 
Thairfoir  this  ^me  I  draw     .... 
For  first  to  lufe  and  syne  .... 
All  man  thairof  wald  speik  sui       .         .         . 
Thairfoir  as  now  thairof  I  hald 
And  to  my  purpoia  quhair  I  firat  [began], 
Tell  fijrth  my  taill  the  beet  way  that  [I  can]. 
This  Q&thelos,  of  qubome  before  I  spak, 
As  that  my  author  did  me  mentioun  mak, 
Throw  rage  of  jouth  and  wanton  insolence, 
Ay  till  hia  nichtbour  oft  nyis  did  office. 
In  Macedone,  and  vther  landis  ma, 
He  sparit  nother  for  to  burne  ajid  slo. 
Quhairof  his  freindis  thocht  mekiU  lak, 
And  Bchupe  thame  Bcharplie  alway  to  corrack. 
For  dreid  of  thame  right  far  awy  he  fled 
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Bot  fra  the  king  beheld  this  Gathelus, 

Strang  of  nature,  corsie  and  corageous  ; 

With  visage  large,  and  ene  baith  grit  and  reid,       210 

Quhilk  lyke  tua  sterris  schone  untill  his  heid  ; 

With  schoulderis  braid  and  armis  grit  and  squair, 

With  cnmlie  craig  that  wes  bayth  greit  and  feir, 

With  corpolent  corce  and  middill  that  wes  Bm[all], 

With  hanchis  braid  proportionnat  weill  with  all.     215 

Lustie  and  large  and  rycht  lang  wes  his  theis, 

Big  in  the  brawnis  and  len^e  in  the  kneis; 

Of  mid  stature  wes  baith  Ins  fate  and  hand, 

He  semit  weiU  to  weir  ane  buirlie  brand. 

Sen  he  wes  borne  ^it.saw  he  neuir  a  deill,  220 

Ane  man  he  thocht  wes  liklie  to  do  weilL 

Of  him  that  tyme  the  king  sio  curage  tuke, 

For  saik  of  him  all  sadnes  he  forsuik. 

In  that  beleif  to  wjm  that  he  had  lost, 

He  maid  him  than  lieutennant  of  his  host ;  226 

And  he  agane  rycht  manlie  tuke  in  hand, 

Other  to  de  or  to  reskew  his  land. 

Syne  tuke  his  leve  and  furth  with  thame  he  gais, 

For  to  revenge  the  king  thair  of  his  fais. 

And  how  it  hapnit  tak  tent  and  ^e  sail  heir.  230 

[S]eigit  and  .     .     .  also  thair  principall  toun,  Lib.  i,f.3. 

Brynt  it  in  as,  syne  caist  the  wallis  doun.  ^' 

Fortoun  gaif  neuir  ^it  to  na  levand  man, 

Moir  victorie  nor  scho  gaif  to  him  than, 

Quhilk  he  fra  Memph^  with  greit  honour  and  gloir  286 

Come  hame  agane  this  nobill  king  befoir, 

Quhilk  of  his  cuming  wes  rycht  blyth  and  glaid, 

And  freindfullie  oft  syis  to  him  he  said, 

"  We  thank  ^ow,  Sir,  forsuith  ane  thousond  syis, 

*'  For  all  our  wit  and  wisdome  in  ^ow  lyis  ;  240 

**  Blist  be  the  tyme,"  he  said,  ''  that  ^e  come  heir, 

"  In  all  Egipt  to  me  his  nane  so  deir. 

» In  MS.  hunif. 
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"  For-quhy,  he  said,  tycht  weill  I  wndersUnd 

"  2e  be  the  haill  reskewar  of  this  land, 

"  And  put  W8  out  of  servitude  alsua,  s 

"  And  me  levengit  of  my  felloun  fa." 

For  the  honour  and  victorie  he  wan, 

He  wes  allouit  than  with  euerilk  man 

Aa  tenderhe  as  he  had  bene  thair  bruther ; 

Wes  none  of -him  that  tyme  that  demit  vtiier.       s 

This  king  he  had  ane  dochter  than  that  ves  fair. 

And  sum  man  said  that  scho  auld  be  his  air, 

Ane  virgin  dene,  ryght  fair  of  nobill  £une, 

And  Scota  als  scho  callit  ves  to  name. 

This  king  guf  hir,  with  giflis  that  wer  large,  s 

To  Gathelus  as  wyfe  in  mariage. 

For  the  greit  honor,  laud,  and  hie  renoun 

That  he  bod  wyn  to  him  and  to  his  croun ; 

And  he  agane  hes  thankit  him  thairfbir. 

With  greit  blytbnes  the  langar  ay  the  moir.  i 

Syne  efter  this,  rycht  sone,  as  I  hard  tell, 

Rycht  perelus  plaicis  into  Egipt  fell, 

Quhair  throw  tha  said  that  mony  sufferit  deid  ; 

Thair  wea  no  man  that  tyme  mycht  mak  remeid ; 

The  hand  of  God,  it  smytis  with  sic  pith,  8i 

Thair  La  no  stait  hes  strenth  to  stand  thairwith. 

The  cans  quby  that  thir  plaigis  all  fell, 
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With  bark  and  boit,  barge  and  ballingar, 

With  tow  and  takill,  anker,  saill,  and  air ;  280 

Of  Grece  and  Egipt  ane  greit  multitude 

Weill  fiimeist  wes  to  fair  attour  the  fluda 

Soota  his  wife,  till  him  that  wes  so  deir, 

^eid  with  him  als  that  tyme  as  le  sail  heir. 

Fm  Nylis  mouth  thair  passage  that  tha  maid,  286 

Sjme  laid  thair  schipis  reddie  in  the  raid ; 

Bayth  tow  and  takill  all  wes  red  and  clair, 

With  mansaill,  musat,  anker  als  and  air. 

THa  buklit  bowsplatis  for  to  beir  the  blind, 

Syne  all  that  nycht  lay  waittand  on  the  wynd.       290 

l^ C0I.2. 

By 

Set  sch 

That  pi 

Of  perverse 295 

That  in  that  p 

Bot  to  the  se  he  bownit 

And  in  that  se  lang  saling  the    , 

For  it  wes  large  of  lenth  and  als  rycht    .     .     . 

And  in  thair  passage  mony  perrell  fand  300 

Quhilis  on  craig  and  vther  quhilis  on  sand, 

Quhilis  in  wynd  and  vther  quhilis  in  wall ; 

Sic  wes  thair  grace  ^it  haif  tha  chapit  all. 

Rycht  lang  saling  thai  maid  bayth  day  and  nycht, 

Quhilis  in  mirknes  and  quhilis  in  mvne  lycht,  305 

In  mony  flag  that  furius  wes  and  fell : 

Of  thair  trubill  quhat  suld  I  to  tow  tell  ? 

For  in  this  warld  le  wait  thair  is  no  pane. 

Nor  tit  na  joy  at  all  tyme  will  remane ; 

Bot  at  the  last  it  will  cum  to  ane  end.  310 

So  hapnit  tham  throw  aventure  to  wend 

Out  throw  ane  firth  endlang  ane  cragie  cost, 

Quhair  that  tyme  almost  tha  had  all  bene  lost. 

Throw  wan  tydis  so  stark  ran  by  the  land ; 

Bot  at  the  last  tha  saw  evin  at  thair  hand  315 
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Ane  he[r]beriiig  place  that  wes  baitli  lang  and  braid ; 

Sone  tha  let  saill  and  atraik  into  the  raid. 

And  ankeris  (^ust  to  bald  tbair  schipis  fast. 

Syne  in  tbair  boitis  all  to  land  tha  past. 

That  land  that  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa,  aao 

Callit  to  name  it  wes  Yberia ; 

Now  Fortingall  is  callit  be  name, 

Quhilk  is  ane  realme  of  greit  honour  and  fame. 

And  for  this  caus,  as  I  rycht  vnderstand, 

That  Qathelus  in  that  place  first  tuke  land.  386 

Throw  laug  saliug  that  tyme  in  wynd  and  waw, 

Tbair  yictuallis  haill  wer  consumit  aw ; 

Qubairfoir  als  fast  as  tha  come  to  the  land, 

Tha  maid  forra  about  on  euerilk  hand ; 

In  euerie  part  greit  spulze  that  tha  maid,  830 

Syne  to  tbair  camp  tha  brocht  lycbt  mony  laid; 

Wes  na  thing  &e  that  tyme  that  tha  mycht  get, 

As  it  had  bene  thair  awin  of  proper  det. 

The  toun  men  that  tyme  on  6it«  and  hois, 

Qatherit  all  hull  for  to  resist  tbair  force,  88S 

And  followit  &at  becaus  that  tba  saw  tbame  few, 

Traisting  rycht  weill  the  spulje  till  reakew. 

Bot  OatheluB,  that  wes  ea  wys  in  weir, 

Of  all  tha  folk  he  tuke  bot  Htill  feir. 

He  put  his  men  in  gude  ordour  lull  sone,  MO 
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all  vpone  this  mak 

haist  with  Gathelus  to  tak, 

[And]  lat  him  dwell  that  tyme  amang  thame  fre     865 

Into  that  land  at  his  awin  libertie, 

Quhilk  efberwart  that  tha  mycht-  gudlie  ken 

The  stait,  conditioun,  and  fcussoun  of  the  men. 

Quhat  thai  mycht  do  in  peoe  and  als  in  weir^ 

Syne  efterwart  gif  tha  mycht  do  thame  deir,  86o 

To  wait  thair  tyme  and  tak  it  quhen  tha  list, 

The  haill  consall  thocht  that  that  wes  best. 

To  Gathelus  sone  haif  tha  send  ane  syer, 

The  quhilk  to  him  hes  schawin  thair  desyir. 

Quhen  he  hard  pece,  thairof  he  wes  content,  366 

But  contrapleid  tharto  gif  his  consent ; 

For  of  that  place  he  thocht  him  weill  applesit, 

And  of  that  wayis  that  malice  all  wes  mesit; 

With  ferme  fiaith  and  mony  aithis  deip 

Both  the  parteis  war  sadlie  swome  to  keip.  87o 

All  thing  wes  maid  that  tyme  bayth  ferme  and  stabill, 

So  wald  gude  fayth  tha  wes  so  ressonabell, 

Thai  oblist  wer  neuir  other  till  invaid; 

Betuuc  thame  thus  that  tyme  the  pece  wes  maid. 

Syne  sone  efter  brak  that  pece  agane ;  376 

Fra  Gathelus  schupe  still  to  remane, 

To  big  ane  toun  wallit  for  his  defence, 

For  dred  it  sould  do  thame  greit  violence, 

Grit  diligence  tha  haif  done  da  and  nycht, 

To  stop  that  werk  tha  haif  done  that  tha  mycht.    380 

And  quhen  thai  saw  that  thai  culd  nocht  prevaill. 

And  of  thair  purpois  the  farrer  ay  did  fiiill, 

And  that  thair  laubour  lang  tyme  sa  wes  lost, 

Incontinent  thai  gatherit  ane  greit  ost 

On  Gathelus  in  felloun  feir  of  weir,  386 

With  bow  and  brand,  buklar,  scheild,  and  speir. 

Bot  Gathelus,  that  wes  bayth  wiss  and  wicht, 

Rycht  suddanelie  hes  consauit  thair  slicht, 

Arrayit  hes  his  men  vpone  ane  plane 

And  schupe  in  haist  to  gif  tliame  field  agane,  390 
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And  baldlie  thair  he  maid  him  for  till  byde. 

The  Kberiens'  than  vpoDe  the  tother  syde, 

Quhea  thai  persauit  that  he  dred  thame  nocht, 

AtniLng  thame  self  greit  farlie  that  tha  thocht; 

Of  Strang  men  intill  ane  vncouth  land  396 

So  hardelie  to  tak  Bic  weir  on  hand. 

And  tha  sa  fell  that  Tnder  speir  and  scheild, 

To  fecht  with  y    .    .    .    .    ouir  gre    .     . 

For  tha  had  preuit  of  thair  tre[Bsoun]  befoir, 

And  for  that  caus  tha  dred  thame  [a]U  the  moir;   40o 

Therfoir  tha  thocht  at  that  tyme  and  tha  micbt 

But  ony  battell  for  to  debait  thair  richt 

Than  trewis  tha  tuke  withoutin  tarie  that  tyde, 

And  causit  the  captans  on  euerilk  syde 

To  cum  and  commoim  for  ga.de  pece  and  rest ;  los 

Than  bayth  the  parteis  thocht  that  that  wes  best 

And  on  this  wyis  accordit  than  war  tha. 

That  Qathelos  out  of  that  place  suld  ga 

On  to  ane  feild  rycht  far  on  the  north  hand, 

Lay  on  the  north  syde  than  of  Yberia  land,  no 

With  fair  forrest,  with  firth  and  mony  fell, 

Quhair  he  and  his  in  pece  and  rest  mycht  dwell. 

Be  prophisie  tha  gart  him  vnderstand 

That  Strang  men  suld  inhabite  that  land, 

And  bruke  it  ala  in  heratage  for  euir ;  *is 
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Men  had  leuer  half  all  tyme  to  eik  his  pelfe, 

His  nychtbouris  roume  far  erar  nor  him  self 

And  thus  tha  war  aduisit  lang  at  lentht, 

Quhill  at  the  last  than  haif  tha  fiind  a  strenth,       430 

Besyde  ane  watter  on  ane  plesand  plane, 

Thair  tha  thocht  best  to  big  and  to  remane. 

Tha  fundit  thair  ane  citie  of  defence, 

For  weir  or  wrang,  or  ^it  for  violence, 

Of  nychtbour  men  that  duelt  than  neirand  by,         486 

Tha  wer  so  rude  for  malice  and  invie. 

Als  bissie  than  that  tyme  as  ony  beis, 

Sum  brocht  stanis  and  vther  sum  brocht  treis ; 

This  wes  thair  labour  lang  and  mony  da.' 

And  for  na  sleuth  that  tyme  tha  faiUit  nocht,  440 

Quhill  all  that  bigging  till  ane  end  wes  brocht ; 

Syne  forcit  it  with  fowseis  mony  one, 

And  dowbill  dykes  that  stalwart  wer  of  stone. 

It  stude  rycht  quhair  it  had  strenth  aneuche 

Of  wod  and  watter,  and  of  craig  and  cleuch.  446 

Quhen  thai  had  biggit  this  citie  of  sic  fsEune, 

Brigantia  tha  callit  it  to  name. 

Then  Gathelus,  that  wes  rycht  circumspect. 

Knew  be  the  cans  quhat  follow  wald  in  effect. 

And  all  his  folk,  for  mair  aflinitie,  460  Lib.  i,f.  2. 

Callit  thame  Scottis  all  of  ane  clan  to  be,  ^^'  ^' 

Efter  Scota,  quhilk  wes  his  wyfis  name. 

Out  of  Egipt  he  brocht  with  him  fra  hame. 

And  als  at  that  tyme  he  ordand  hes  greit  lawis. 

Be  the  decreit  of  wysmen  and  thair  sawis,  466 

To  stanche  thifl  and  weir,  and  wrang  gare  seis, 

And  put  doun  pley  that  men  mycht  leue  in  eis. 

Lang  efter  that  this  toun  changit  the  name 

To  Cambustell,  quliair  now  duellis  Sanct  Jame. 

Eberiens  quhen  tha  this  citie  saw,  460 

Quhilk  wes  so  Strang  of  watter  and  of  waw, 


'  Here  a  line  seems  iraDtiDg. 
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Foil  aur  thai  dnd  that  it  sold  do  tfaune  wrang ; 

Th&t  canstt  thime  all  to  eoonsill  for  to  gang, 

tar  to  dermis  qnbat  wer  tbe  besi  reancdd; 

And  snddanelie  tha  take  [it]  in  thair  beid  wt 

To  lay  ane  sdg  rytht  aone  about  tbe  tomi, 

Krg  all  tbe  bigging  and  cant  tbe  walfis  doon; 

And  sla  thame  all  witbin,  baitb  man  and  wyfe, 

Witboot  pietie  and  lene  neoir  sue  on  \jfe. 

Witb  lang  {HOmsion,  and  with  mekle  boot,  470 

To  &igant  toon  tba  brocht  ane  meldll  oet, 

And  in  ane  vull  tiiat  is  besyde  Uie  toon, 

Ebenena  stentit  thur  pal^eonis  doon. 

How  Ybebiexs  KEiprr  tbe  Toun  of  Beioakce; 

JUm  HOW  QaTHELUS  wan  THAHS  in  FKOJt. 

Than  Gathelus,  quhen  he  oonsidderit  sna 

Tba  folk  all  qnhilk  wea  hia  mortall  fa,  47s 

He  left  the  toon,  and  come  furth  on  the  plane ; 

And  schupe  to  fecht  and  gif  thame  feild  agane. 

Syne  thus  he  said,  in  presence  of  hia  men, 

"  My  knichtia  kene,  I  traiat  lycht  weill  je  ken 

"  How  that  thir  folk  wer  fkla  to  wb  befome,  wo 

"  And  now  agane  le  se  tba  ar  maneswome ; 

"  The  fala  tressoun  to  wg  that  tha  haif  wrocht. 
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"  Fecht  for  ^our  gude,  ^our  bamis,  and  ^our  wyuis, 

'*  iour  land,  ^our  law,  ^our  libertie,  and  lyuis." 

Be  this  wes  said,  withoutin  ony  moir, 

The  bowmen  bald  hes  iane  the  feild  befoir : 

Fra  euerilk  syde  the  fedderit  flanis  flaw,  600 

Scharpe  as  the  haill,  and  thik  as  ony  snaw. 

Syne  men  of  armes  gaif  mony  stalwart  strak, 

That  contering  gart  mony  cowart  quaik ; 

Scheildis  wer  scheme  with  scharpe  swordis  in 

sunder, 
Helmes  wer  hewin,  and  heidis  [that  wer  imder] ;    606     Col.  2. 
Mony  throw  force  war  febUt  in  that  [feild], 
Mony  lay  woundit  bleidand  vnder  scheild; 
Bristis  war  brissin  bayth  bludie  maid  and  bla, 
Schulderis  wer  scheme  and  sched  the  bodie  fra. 
The  Scottis  than  sa  worthie  war  and  wicht,  610 

Eberiens  agane  thame  had  no  micht; 
Of  thair  dyntis  thai  wer  so  gritlie  dred, 
Tumit  thair  bak  out  of  the  feild  and  fled. 
In  that  congres  wes  mony  nobill  slane. 
On  both  the  sydis  la  deid  vpone  the  plane :  6I6 

^it  harme  it  wes  sic  duchtie  men  suld  de, 
Wes  in  that  tyme  of  sic  nobilitie. 
Eberiens  that  da  war  all  slane  doun, 
Worthy  it  wes,  tha  wrocht  the  liaill  tressoun. 
Tha  brak  thair  aith  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend,     620 
Falsheid  come  neuir  ^it  till  ane  better  end. 
Quhen  tha  had  gottin  the  skayth,  and  als  the  lak, 
Than  war  tha  fane  trewis  agane  to  tak ; 
And  Scottis  als  to  haif  both  les  and  moir, 
Tha  landis  all  quhilk  thai  had  befoir.  625 

Greit  bandis  than  on  euerilk  syde  wes  maid, 
Neuir  on  of  thame  ane   vtlier  till  invaid. 
Fra  that  tyme  forth  tha  weiris  all  did  ceis  ; 
The  better  weir,  oft  syis  the  sonner  pels. 
So  mycht  be  said  of  thir  El^eriens ;  530 

Fra  tha  of  Scottis  gat  sic  experiens 
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Of  strentb,  maneheid,  of  visdome  into  weir, 

Fra  that  [tyme]  fiirth  bha  did  thame  no  moir  deir. 

Sone  efter  that  &a  weir  be^uth  to  ceis, 

Thai  multipleit  so  in  the  tyme  of  peice,  gsg 

That  thair  landia  mycht  nooht  thame  all  sustene, 

Quhurfoir  thair  mister  wes  the  moir  to  mene. 

ThoB  Gathelna  he  hes  tane  in  his  heid, 

For  thair  mister  sum  for  to  find  remeid. 

Spyb  he  send  about  on  enerilk  [hand],  G40 

Gif  thai  culd  find  yUs  or  lit  waist  [land], 

Quhair  his  pepill  mycht  etill  in  pece  r[emane]. 

Furth  that  tha  fuir  and  sone  tha  come  ag[aDe], 

And  Bchew  to  him  that  tha  had  fiind  lydit  [fiir] 

Furth  in  the  north,    law  vnder  the  laid  Bt[a]r,         gu 

Ane  pleaand  yle  of  wod,  watter,  and  land, 

Bot  rurall  folk  uane  vther  thair  tha  &nd. 

This  Gathelus  had  that  tyme  sonis  tua, 

Gottin  with  his  wyfe  that'  callit  wes  Scota, 

Ebar  the  ane,  the  vtber  Kmecus ;  ggo 

Na  ma  he  had,  the  storie  tellis  thus. 

Thir  tua  he  fumeist  reddle  for  to  for, 

With  schip  and   bot,  with  bark  and  boUingar, 

With  men  and  meit,  and  all  thing  that  [wes  neid], 

Tha  tuke  thair  leve  syne  to  the  se  tha  2e[id] ;        ggs 

With  wyfe  and  bamis  as  tha  sould  ay    .    . 
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How  Ebeb  and  Emecus  the  Sonis  op  Gathelus 

PAfiSIT    THE    Se  for    TO    SEIK  NEW  YUS     OR 

Waist  Landi^ 

To  schoir  thai  ran  as  bLssie  as  ony  be, 

For  to  bebald  thair  passage  to  the  se ;  565 

Full  will  of  wane  than  weipit  mony  wycht, 

Qohen  euerilk  freind  tuke  leve  and  bad  gude  nycht. 

And  syne  to  schipburd  quhen  tha  war  brocht  all, 

Thai  drew  ankeris  and  saillis  doim  leit  fall; 

Tow  and  takill  and  all  wes  reddle  at  rycht,  570 

Befoir  the  wynd  tha  salit  out  of  sicbt. 

The   Lamentatioun   of   Gathelus    quhen    he 

DBPARTIT  with  HIS  TUA  SONIS. 

Quhen  Gathelus  saw  his  sonis  war  gone 

Out  of  his  sycht,  mumit  and  maid  greit  mone. 

On  to  him  self  than  prevalie  said  he, 

"  O   ^e,  my  sonis,  sail  I  ^ow  neuir  se  ?  575 

"  Quhair  wes  my  wit  that  leit  ^ow  fra  me  fair, 

"  Wittand  sa  weill  I  had  na  vther  air; 

"  Fair  weill,"  he  said,  "  for  we  will  neuir  meit/' 

With  that  the  teiris  fell  doun  to  his  feit. 

With  siching,  sobbing,  and  with  greit  hai-t  sair,         580 

Tumit  his  bak,  leid  hame,  and  said  na  mair. 

No  moir  of  this ;  as  now  I  will  lat  be. 

And  speik  of  thame  wes  passit  to  the  se. 

The  wynd  wes  fair,  the  wedder  wes  at  will, 

Betuix  tua  scheittis  thai  salit  lown  and  still,  5A5 

Ay  be  ane  burd  fy ve  dais  and  fyve  nycht ; 

Quhill  at  the  last  tha  haif  gottin  ane  sicht 

[Of]  ane  hie  land  far  farth  befoir  thair  ee, 

[Li]ke  till  ane  yle  within  the  Occident  se  ; 

[We]ill  culd  tha  nocht  at  that  [time]  vnderstand        590 

[Qu]hat  at  it  wes,  the  mist  or  the  mane  land  : 

[Sum]  said  it  wes  the  cludis  of  the  sky, 

And  gai*t  men  pas  on  to  the  meris  and  spy. 

B 
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Quhen  tha  saw  land  than  war  [tha]  all  full  blyth ; 
The  langer  ay  the  better  it  did  kytJi.  S9a 

The  wynd  blew  iair  the  laogar  ay  the  moir, 
Syne  at  the  last  it  brocht  thame  till  ane  scboir. 
Endlaug  ane  cost  tlia  salit  by  the  land 
Tua  dayiB  or  thrie,  till  at  the  last  tha  fand 
Ane  firth  full  &ir  that  wes  bayth  lang  and  braid :    eoo 
Thair  tha  streik  saill  and  maid  thame  io  the  raid. 
.     ,     .  ters  tha  schot,  and  send  on  euerie  hand 
[Sp]yand  the  cost  quhair  tha  mycht  pas  to  land. 
[Quhill]  at  the  last,  full  laicli  vnder  ane  lav. 
Within  aae  nes  ane  rever  mouth  tha  saw,  eos 

Rycht  deip  and  wyde,  with  schoir  on  euerilk  band ; 
[Syne]  thair  tha  passit  all  saiilie  to  tlie  land 

How  Ebeb  and   Emecds  enterit  into  Ybernia 

AND    SUBDEWIT     THE    FePILL    THAT    HE     FAND 

THAIB  BJFOIK. 
The  puir  pepill  that  wer  inhabitouris, 
Hes  left  all  waist  thair  bigging  and  thair  bouris ; 
Fast  to  the  hillis  with  tha  folkis  fled,  eto 

For  strong  men  so  solr  that  tyme  tha  dred 
This  Tber  send  efter  thame  in  hy 
Lycht  leuer  men,  and  bad  thame  pas  and  spy. 
For  to  considder  the  &ssoun  of  the  land; 
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He  welcumit  thame  with  wordis  wyss  and  wanne, 
Bad  thame  nocht  dreid,  he  suld  do  thame  no 

harme. 
Than  forth  with  thame  he  passit  into  hj,  6dO 

On  till  ane  hidit  the  land  quhair  he  mycht  spy; 
And  tha  till  him  disoryuit  all  the  land 
Endlang  the  costis,  the  cragis,  and  the  sand ; 
The  wood,  the  watter,  the  hillis,  and  the  hewis; 
The  mos,  the  mure,  the  craigis,  and  the  clewis ;       ess 
The  firth,  the  fell,  the  montane,  and  the  mayne ; 
The  feild,  the  flude,  the  pasture,  and  the  plane ; 
The  hart  in  hillis,  the  foullis  in  the  firth; 
The  blumand  bewis  abundand  with  sic  birth. 
Quhen  tha  considderit  that  land  so  plenteous  640 

Of  come  and  cattell,  and  so  commodeous 
Of  wod,  watter,  firth,  forrest,  and  fell, 
Chesit  ane  strenth  quliair  [tha]  thocht  best  to  duell ; 
Pleasand  for  come  of  all  thair  ly vis, 
And  syne  sat  doim  thair  bayth  with  thair  bamis    645 

and  wyvis. 

How  Yber  PAssrr  agane  in  Brigancia,  and  lebt 
HIS  Bbuther  Emecus  to  be  Governour  in 

THAT  NEW  fund  YlE,  AND   OFF   THE  DeITH  OF 

HIS  Father. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  and  all  thing  put  to  rest, 

To  boun  him  hame  than  Yber  thocht  it  best ; 

And  left  his  bruther  Emecus  in  that  steid, 

To  be  thair  lord  the  law  to  tliame  to  leid. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  and  all  man  wes  content,        eso 

He  tuk  his  leve  and  syne  to  scbipburd  went. 

Heir  will  I  stand  ane  quhile  and  lay  ane  stra, 

To  Gathelus  agane  than  will  I  ga.  Lib.  i,  f.  6. 

This  Gathelus  quhilk  mumit  da  and  nycht  ^^^'  '• 

For  his  sonis  so  far  out  of  his  sycht,  655 

And  quhair  tha  war  that  tyme  he  culd  noclit  tell, 

Levand  or  deid,  in  heviu  or  tit  in  hell, 

B  2 


so  THE    BUIK  OF  THE 

Slane  on  tbe  land,  or  drownit  in  the  fame, 

Full  Boir  be  dred  tbat  tlia  sould  neuir  cum  ham& 

For  siching  sad  all  solace  he  forsuik,  eeo 

Weipand  for  wo  the  laaig  nycht  all  he  wuk ; 

With  muming  maid  so  mynght  wes  hiB  mude. 

That  meit  nor  drink,  nor  sleip  did  him  na  gude. 

With  deidlie  face  discolorat  of  hew, 

Like  till  ane  schadow  of  his  schap  he   schew :  m 

With  visage  pale  and  lippis  haw  as  leid. 

His  cristell  eyne  wes  suckin  in  hia  heid ; 

His  buirlie  bodie,  that  wes  bayth  sb-ang  and  stuir, 

Wes  pynit  than  rycht  peteouslie  and  puir : 

Thocht  he  wes  stout  sum  tyme  to  stryk  ajid  stand,  67o 

Now  is  he  wallowit  and  waik  aa  ony  wand. 

The  pereltis  poysoun,  mortiferua  melancolie. 

That  horribill  edder  with  vipros  invie, 

That  reetles  revar  but  reuth  or  jit  remeid, 

That  dullie  dragone  tbat  dois  men  to  deid,  <Ts 

With  forcieftil  furious  infirmitie 

In  tbat  distrea  hes  done  him  for  to  de. 

No  moir  of  this :  heir  will  I  hald  me  still, 

And  onto  Eber  turoe  agane  I  will, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  OatheluB  the  gude,  6bo 

With  all  his  men  that  tyme  vpoun  the  flude. 

Tha  salit  fast  that  tyme  befoir  the  wynd 
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Thai  tuke  blythnes  the  langar  ay  the  moir, 

Quhill  thai  forget  all  travell  maid  befoir. 

Qahen  Tber  hard  that  his  father  wes  deid, 

Wailland  in  wa  he  wallowit  as  ane  weid,  695 

With  trigland  teiris  kindlit  fut  and  hand, 

Suapit  in  swoun  and  mycht  na  langar  stand. 

With  that  his  men  that  stude  him  neirhand  by, 

Tha  hmt  him  vp  and  had  him  hame  in  hy; 

On  to  his  place  with  force  tha  him  led,  700 

Tuke  of  his  claythis,  syne  did  him  in  his  bed ; 

Doand  ther  cuir  till  him  with  all  thair  mycht, 

Bot  still  he  lay,  spak  nocht  ane  word  that  nycht. 

Syne  on  the  mome,  sone  be  day  beg[an],  C0L2. 

To  his  bed  syde  come  mony  gudlie  m[an]  705 

TiU  confort  him  with  wordis  warm     ... 

Quhill  at  the  last  tha  maid  him  for  to     ... 

And  causit  him  to  slaik  of  all  his  sor[rowe]. 

Brycht  wes  the  sone,  and  weill  fair  wes  the  [morrowe]  ; 

The  daplit  sky  wes  lyke  the   cristell  clei[r],  710 

The  birdis  sang  that  hevinlie  wes  till  hei[r]. 

As  Yber  wes  crownit  on  the  Marbell  Stone 

EFTER  THE   DeID   OF   HIS   FATHER   GATHELUS. 

Furth  in  the   streit   with  hym  syne  ar  tha  go[ne], 

And  set  him  doun   vpone  the  marbell  stone, 

Arrayit  him  in  rob  royall  of  reid, 

Subbit  him  dig  with  diademe  on  heid,  7i5 

And  gaif  liim  syne  ane  sceptour  in  his  hand, 

To  be  thair  lord  and  leidar  of  that  land. 

And  sua  it  wes,  the  suith  gif  I  sail  sa, 

He    wes  thair  lord  and  duke   rycht  mony  da  ; 

And  maid  his  folk  alway  for  to  leif  fre,  720 

With  law  and  laud  keipand  ay  libertie. 

In  stait  royall  heir  I  leif  him  thus, 

And  tume  agane  to  tell  of  Emecus, 

And  talk  of  him  I  will  ane  litill  quhile, 

Remanand  wes  than  in  the  new  fund  yie.  729 
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EUECVS    OTDIT    THAT    YlE    ALL    HIS     TxHE,    AND 
CALUT  IT  YbeBNU  EFTEB  THE   NAME    OP   HIS 

Bbutheb  Yber,  quhiix  CALLiT  IS  Tklaiox 

He  gydit  weQl  that  land  ane  lycLt  lang  space, 

In  pece  and  reat  with  mony  poleist  p][eae] ; 

And  am  the  folk  that  duelt  into  that  [land], 

Reddy  tha  wer  all  tyme.at  his  com[iaaiid], 

And  leill  to  him  the  daia  of  thair  [lyfe]  ;  730 

Weill  wes  he  louit  bayth   with   man  and  [wyfe]. 

Efter  his  bruther  m  my  author  dois  [aa], 

Callit  that  land  be  name  Ybenii[a], 

For  loue  of  him  wes  of  sic  nohill  fame ; 

Quhilk  Yrland  now  it  caliit  is  to  na[me].  739 

Lang  efter  syne  that  Emecus  wes  de[id] 

Amang  thame  self  thair  raiss  greifc  [feid] ; 

Tbe  perverst  pepill  that  duelt  first  in  that  [land] 

Agane  the  Scottis  rebellit  in  ane  baud, 

Chesand  ane  chifbane  borne  of  tber  awin  blude,        740 

Quhair  the  Scottis  and  thair  lawis  ganestuda 

The  Scottis   als  vpoun  the  tother  side, 

Chefiit  ane  chiftane  for  to  be  thair  gyde. 

In  batell  ost  iha  met  efter  but  btud, 

On  euerie  ayde  greit  slaucliter  that  tha  [maid].         745 

The  Scottis  seand  that  tha  culd  nocbt  preva[il], 
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« 

[Of]  thair  desyir  rycht  blyth  and  glaid  wes  he,         760 

[Aii]d  sone  he  set  ane  armye  to  the  se ; 

Syne  send  with  thame,  for  to  defend  their  rycht, 

His  thre  sonis  quhilk  war  bayth  wyss  and  wycht ; 

Ybert  the  tane,  and  Tholome  the  vther, 

Emeneus  that  wes  the  youngest  bruther.  763 

Than  furth  tha  fmr  with  mony  courtas  knycht, 

And  tuke  na  sugeome  outher  da  or  nycht, 

Ay  saland  fdrth  onir  salt  se  and  ouir  sand, 

Qiihill  tha  wer  brocht  sone  into  Yber  land. 

Fra  tyme  tha  come  the  Scottis  wan  the  feild,  770 

The  tother  part  wer  baneist  all  and  keild. 

Into  that  land  tha  wald  nocht  lat  thame  dwell, 

Quhat  word  of  thame  efier  I  can  nocht  tell. 

Quhen  thir  brethir  had  discroyit  all  the  land, 

The  wod,  the  watter,  the  se,  and  als  the  sand ;         775 

The  fische  in  flude,  the  hartis  on  the  hicht ; 

The  foule  in  firth,  qnhair  fidcone  mycht  haif  flycht, 

The  growand  treis,  with  mony  gudHe  grane  ; 

The  lustie  aik,  with  mcmy  plesand  plane ; 

Tlian  tua  of  thame  that  tyme  hes  tane  on  hand       780 

For  to  byde  still,  and  duell  into  that  land. 

^  Tholone  and  Ybertus  his  bruther, 

[Th]a  baid  still  and  syne  send  hame  the  vther ; 
[Keipjand  gude  renle  and  gart  all  thing  ga  rycht, 
[With  bl]is  and  blythnes  mony  da  and  nycht.  785 

how    that    the    successioun    of    thir    tua 
Brether  efterwart  straiff  for    the    Su- 
perioritie. 
[In  p]ece  and  rest  that  land  wes  mony  da, 
[Lang]  efterwart  as  I  sail  to  ^ow  sa ; 
.     .     .     .     y  and  efter  that  tha  war  deid, 
[Bet]iiix  thair  bamis  rais  greit  stryfe  and  feid, 
Quhilk  of  thame  tua  suld  senteour  be  and  syer,       790 
Contendand  ilk  day  bayth  with  blude  and  fyre. 
In[to]  that  tyme  thair  duelt  amang  thame  than 
[Ane]  hecht  Thanan,  that  wes  ane  iiobill  man, 


24  THE  BUIK  OF  THE 

[Of]  werk  ryclit  wyiss,  and  aJs  of  conaall  gude ; 

[By]  apperance  Tyclit  weill  he  vnderstude  7i 

[That]  that  discord  wald  bring  that  land  to  nocbt; 

[And]  he  for  concord  mony  wayea  hes  wrochL 

[Th]e  langar  ay  that  he  laborit  thairin 

He  fand  than-  wit  the  langar  ay  in  cheyne ; 

And  quhen  he  saw  that  na  better  mycht  be,  bi 

Befbir  thame  all  than  rycht  plane  said  he : 

"  My  friendis  deir,  na  ma  ^e  understand 

"  The  greit  discord  that  now  is  in  this  land, 

"  With  the  presumptioun  of  the  pairteis  bayth, 

"  Quhilk  is  apperance  of  ryeht  mekle  skayUi ;  b< 

"  For  uc  diuisioun  may  nocht  lest  tycht  lang, 

"  But  veir  and  wrak  and  mekle  opin  vrang. 

"  Sen  our  God  hes  sic  grace  to  ws  schawin, 

"  Makand  ws  ire  to  lief  within  our  awin, 

"  But  outwart  weir  of  ony  erthlie  wicht,  bi 

"  Quhairfoir  in  fayth  I  bald  it  greit  vnricht 

"  Amang  ourself  thus  dalie  till  discord. 

"  Bot  Weill  I  wat,  had  we  ane  king  or  lord, 

"  He  waJd  nocht  suffer  sic  thing  amang  ws  be, 

"  Than  mycht  we  leif  in  greit  tranquillitie.  ei 

"  Quhen  ony  land  is  in  the  self  deuidit, 

"  On  veira  force  it  man  be  lycht  euill  gydit ; 

"  With  Btouth  and  reif  and  mekle  wrang  abusioun. 
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"  My  counsall  is  tbairfoir  to  cheis  anc  king, 

"  And  mak  ws  all  vnder  ane  heid  to  ring." 

Quhen  this  was  said,  than  all  the  pepill  by,  830 

Rycht  clamorous  kest  vp  ane  suddand  cry, 

And  thankit  him  with  wordis  rycht  benyng, 

That  he  for  thame  devysit  had  ane  kyng; 

And  bad  him  cheis  quhome  that  he  thocht  maist  meit, 

And  thai  sould  stand  ilkone  at  his  decreit.  835 

Than  this  Thanas,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man, 

Thame  to  perswade  on  this  way  he  began. 
Lordis,"  he  said,  "^e  ma  rycht  weill  considder 
Tua  equale  pairtis  that  hes  bene  lang  togidder, 
And  nane  of  thame  hes  had  authoritie,  840 

Bot  euerilk  ane  within  him  self  ay  frie, 

"  Neuir  ane  of  thame  will  consent  na  accord 

''  To  mak  the  tother  Ins  king  ouir  ^it  his  lord ; 

•*  And  thocht  sua  be,  je  may  knaw  and  ye  will, 

"  Sone  eflerwart  aperance  of  greit  ill ;  845 

'*  Malice,  discord,  pryde  and  comparesone, 

"  Haitrent,  invie,  pomp  and  presumptione, 

"  Quhilk  wilbe  cans  of  mekill  host  and  schoir, 

•*  And  mak  it  war  nor  euir  it  wes  befoir. 

"  All  for  the  best  sic  thing  to  jow  I  sa,  850 

To  cheis  ane  vther  nor  ony  of  thir  tua. 
I  knaw  ane  man  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 
Quhilk  Syraon  Brak  is  callit  to  his  name. 
The  kingis  sone  als  [of  Spante  is  he],  Lib.  i,  f.  4. 

Of  blude  royall  is  his  [genelogie],  855 

And  of  oure  kin  ane  nobill  man     .       .       .       ^ 
All  my  counsall  with  hartlie  my[nd  and  will] 
To  cheis  him  king,  quhat  sa  le  all  [thair  till]  V 

The  coun.sall  all  thocht  weill  that  that  w[c.s  best]. 

Without  delay,  respett,  or  [any]  rest,  8C0 

Than  haif  thai  chosin  ane  messinger  to  ga 

In  Span^e  land  intill  Brigantia. 


Col.  1. 


*  Here  a  line  seems  wanting. 


26  THE  BUIK  OF  THE 

How  THE  Men  of  Ybernia  send  to  Span^k  foe 
SmoN  Brak  to  be  thair  King. 
To  scliipburd  syne  than  ar  tha  went  but  taiy, 
And  throw  the  se  thai  set  thair  cours  to  caiy. 
The  wynd  waa  fair  and  thai  saKt  rycht  fiist,  sts 

To  Brigant  toun  qtihill  thai  come  at  the  last ; 
To  Sjmon  Brak  thair  credens  syne  tba  schew. 
He  wes  content  the  cace  quhen  that  be  knew 
Of  thair  desyir,  that  was  so  honorabill 
To  him  and  bis,  and  also  proffittabill.  87o 

With  thame  to  pas  be  wes  rycht  glaid  and  blytb, 
And  to  the  se  he  bownit  him  rycht  swyth. 
With  men  and  meit,  and  artalie  for  weir. 
With  bors  and  bames,  and  all  vther  geir. 

How  SraoK   Brak  come  in  that  Land,    and 

BROCHT  WITH   [HIM]  THE  ChAIE   OF   MaeBELL. 

His  leue  he  tuke,  eyae  furtb  with  tbame  is  gone,    srs 

And  brocht  with  him  the  chair  of  marbell  stone. 

Tha  drew  ankeris,  and  salis  doun  leit  fall. 

Syne  salit  fiirth  but  other  wind  or  wall 

That  tyme  Neptanns  wes  rycht  amiabill. 

And  Eolus  rycht  dulce  and  delectabill.  sso 

Rycht  plesandlie  tha  salit  nycht  and  da, 

Quhill  that  thai  come  intill  Ybemia. 
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Sex  bundreth  ^eir  nyutie  and  sevin  beforne>  895 

Or  Jesu  Christ  wea  of  the  Virgin  borne, 

Symon  Brak  that  tyme  wes  crownit  king 

Into  Yrland,  and  first  gydit  that  ring. 

Ane  better  king  wes  nocht  into  his  dais, 

Or  ^it  sensyne,  as  that  my  author  sais ;  900 

And  fourtie  teir  in  stait  royall  he  rang, 


C0L2. 


905 

he  tuke  p\u*pois 

Thair  he  dnelt  rycht  lang      •       .       .       .      • 

Syne  callit  it  to  name  B       .       .       . 

The  Yle  of  Bute,  as  my  author  [say],  910 

Efber  his  name  gart  call  it  Bo[thi8say]. 

In  this  same  tyme  thair  com  fra  Yberla[nd], 

Ane  messinger  quhilk  gart  thame  vnderstand. 

That  his  father  Metaselus  wes  deid. 

But  ony  rest  than  has  he  tane  to  reid^  915 

To  Yberland  in  all  the  haist  he  ma  ; 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  syne  went  on  his  wa. 

Efter  his  fader  crownit  syne  wes  king, 

In  pece  and  rest  syne  all  his  tyme  did  ring. 

Still  efter  that,  rycht  lang  and  mony  da,  920 

The  Scottis  all  duelt  in  Brigantia  ; 

Ay  quhill  thai  grew  into  sic  multitude 

Of  come  and  cattell,  and  of  all  vther  gude, 

That  force  it  wes  to  thame  to  skaiU  and  [thyn] 

And  vther  land  to  labour  and  till  wyn.  925 

And  so  tha  did,  seikand  be  the  se  syde, 

Towart  the  north  quhill  tha  thocht  tyme  to  byde, 

In  Carrik,  Kyle,  and  als  in  Cuninghame, 

Quhilk  efterwart  syne  had  ane  vther  name. 

The  Lennox,  Lome,  Lochquhaber,  and  Ergyle,  930 

Endlang  ye  cast  beyond  that  mony  [myle]. 
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That  (yme  the  south  purt  of  this  yle  [Albione], 
Callit  BritAine  Tycht  luig  befoir  ftgo[ne], 
Thair  doelt  the  Britis,  as  my  author  [aus], 
Nov  Inland  it  callit  is  in  tiui  dais. 
Tha  held  the  north  part,  ay  endlang  the  se, 
Into  the  plane  vnder  the  hillis  hie. 


How  THAT  THE  ClANIS  BEOOUTH  tlSSt  DJ 
SOOTUHD  EFTER  THE  AWAT  FASSIKG  Of 
ROTHISSAT. 

Lord  no  king  was  nane  amang  [thame  than], 

Quhairfoir  thai  haif  creat  of  eueri  [clan] 

Ane  principoll  to  gar  the  1       .       .       ■  940 

That  thai  may  l^f  in  pece    .... 

And  honoiu*  him  intill  all  ky 

With  all  seruice  siclike  as  to      ...       ■ 

Lang  war  tha  sa  but  ony  king  or      .      .       . 

Id  pece  and  rest  without  etiyfe  and  .  943 

Lang  efler  syne,  aa  my  author  did  [tell], 

Harkin  and  heir  sic  aventure  [befell]. 

lA.\,t.*i- 

Col.  1.     ,      . 
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intill  Yber    .... 
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SaLand  rycht  lang  by  Albeoun  the  cost, 

Towart  the  north  quhill  tha  war  neirhand  lost  965 

On  the  cragis  that  la  foirgane  the  land, 

Qubile  on  the  schald  and  quhile  on  the  sand ; 

Amang  the  ylis  for  stremis  and  wan  tyde 

Tha  tBJid  na  place  that  tyme  quhair  tha  mycht  byd. 

Sua  throw  the  se  salit  rycht  mony  da,  970 

Quhill  at  the  last  thai  come  in  till  Orkna; 

Syne  in  thair  boittis  passit  to  the  land, 

Rycht  few  or  nane  into  that  place  tha  fand. 

Tha  thocht  that  place  wes  ouir  far  fra  the  south; 

Tha  sailit  syne  on  till  ane  rever  mouth,  975 

Betuix  the  landis  for  stormes  to  tak  girth ; 

That  se  sensyne  is  callit  Pentland  Firth. 

Than  tha  tuke  hevin,  and  syne  passit  to  land, 

Ay  seikand  fordwart  on  the  south  hand, 

Throw  Ross  and  Murray  fieand  fra  the  north,  98O 

Quhill  at  tha  come  on  to  the  watter  of  Forth ; 

Thair  tha  tuke  purpois  first  for  to  remane. 

Within  schort  space  syne  planeist  all  that  plane. 

On  baith  the  sydis  baith  be  north  and  south, 

Ay  quhill  thai  come  rycht  on  to  Tueidis  mouth.       935 

In  all  that  tyme  wes  nane  of  thame  had  wyvis  ; 

Than  to  considder  the  schortnes  of  thair  ailjrvis, 

Efler  thair  deid  that  airis  had  thai  nane 

[To  t]ake  tha  landis  quhen  thairselfis  war  gane. 

[Syne  to]  ane  counsall  passit  tha  rycht  sone,  990 

t  quhat  best  wes  to  be  done. 

syne  with  ane  consent  and  will, 

[Ane  mesjsinger  the  Scottis  to  send  till, 
[To  schew]  to  thame  all  thair  desyre  and  charge, 
[Saya]nd  with  thame  tha  wald  make  manage,  995 

.     .     .     to  haif  thair  dochteris  to  thair  wyuLs, 
[Levajnd  with  thame  for  terme  of  all  thair  lyuis, 
[And  ta]k  thair  pairt  aganis  ony  vther. 
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[How     the]     FeCHTIS    at    [THJUB]    CDinNO     KAID 
Haaiaqe  [with  the]  S0OTTI& 
[Quben  tlii]8  defi}^:*  wes  to  the  Scottis  Ijud, 

leuch  amang  thame  setfis  and  said,       1000 

...     it  war  dishonor  and  grit  schame 
[To  fft]  oure  bamis  in  maru^  to  thame 
[S]yne  knawis  nocht  of  thair  genelogie, 
Thevis,  revaris,  or  leill  men  gif  tha  be. 
Also  thai  said,  gif  thai  richt  vnderstude,  100s 

Tha  come  fra  hame  hot  for  rycht  litill  gude. 
I'han  spak  ane  man  wes  wysar  nor  the  htif, 
"  Ceis  now,"  he  said,  "  heir  te  do  hot  rait 
"  Sen  tha  for  freindschip  hes  send  to  wb  bidder, 
"  Tbingis  to  cmn  now  lat  ws  weill  considder ;         1010 
"  Rycht  Weill  I  wait,  aa  wyss  men  he[8]  me  tald, 
"  Brytis  till  wa  ar  ennimiea  of  aid ; 
"  Be  tha  and  Britis  baith  intill  ane  band, 
"  Tha  ma  richt  lichtlie  gar  W3  leue  this  land. 
"  Forsaik  thame  nocht  that  hes  send  to  wa  hither,  lois 
"  For  Weill  I  wait,  be  we  and  tha  togidder, 
"  In  ony  tyme,  other  in  pece  or  weir, 
"  Britia  till  ws  ma  do  bot  litill  deir. 
"  Also  I  knaw  Britis  full  blyth  wald  be, 
"  Of  sic  freindschip  and  thair  affinitie ;  loao 

'  Siclyke  wald  gif  thame  of  ther  ^lidia  i 
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Hame  at  he  ^eid  with  his  deliuerance, 

And  schew  the  suith  with  all  the  circumstance. 

Tha  war  rycht  blyth  fra  tyme  that  tha  hard  tell 

Thay  suld  get  wyuis  dalie  with  thame  to  duell; 

Syne  buskit  thame  rycht  sone  on  the  best  wyss,    1035 

M&kand  thame  garmentis  of  ane  gudlie  gyss ; 

Sone  efter  that  within  ane  litill  quhile 

Come  to  the  Scottis,  for  tha  war  in  Argyle. 

Quha  had  been  thair  that  da  for  till  haif  sene 

Sic  freindfiiU  meitting  as  wes  thame  betuene ;  1040 

The  toung  virgeins  with  blenkis  amorus, 

To  luke  on  thame  was  so  delicious ; 

The  Pechtis  als  vpone  the  tother  part, 

Jocund  tha  war  than  with  ane  joyfull  hart ; 

Thair  plesand  prent,  and  eik  thair  tender  age,  1045 

Kendlit  in  thame  the  lufe  of  hete  rage. 

Than  euerie  man  hes  chosin  him  ane  maik, 

Wes  none  of  thame  that  tyme  for  till  forsaik  ; 

With  braid  seillis  than  haif  tha  maid  the  bandis, 

Confermand  thame  with  balding  vp  of  handis,  1050 

Ilkane  till  other  to  be  leiU  and  trew,  Lib.  1,  f.  5. 

And  neuir  to  faill  for  aid  feid  or  for  new.  ^^'  ^* 

Syne  sikkerlie  wes  swome  on  euerilk  syde, 

In  pece  and  weir  all  in  ane  will  to  byde. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  syne  on  the  auchtane  da,       1055 

Tha  and  thair  wyvLs  tuke  leue  to  pas  thair  wa, 

And  efter  that  thai  leuit  in  greit  confort 

In  hunting,  balking,  and  in  pla  and  sport; 

At  meit  and  drink,  in  sporting  and  gi-eit  pla, 

In  pece  and  rest,  quliill  efter  on  ane  da,  loeo 

How  THAT    THE   BrITIS   PUT   DiSCORD   BETUIX   THE 
SCX)TTIS   AND  THE   PeCHTIS  Wmi  ANE  SITBTILL 

Wyle. 

Tlie  belleall  Britis  full  of  melancolie, 

With  viperos  vennum  and  odioas  invie, 

With  greit  dis8ait  aasalit  lies  ane  cast 

To  brek  that  band  the  quliilk  wes  bund  so  fast. 
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Ane  king  thai  had  wes  eallit  C<HlaB,  iocs 

Dog^  and  door,  mad  and  malidoos, 

Qohilk  vHh  the  Pechti§  maid  aoe  qoiet  tiTst 

To  brek  that  band  vith  fcrcfisoDe  did  thane  tyat; 

And  so  thai  did.  as  ^  aaU  efker  beir 

Of  thair  coansaU  at  loith  the  baill  maoeir.  1070 

As  THE  ElKG    OF    BhiTIS    CILLIT    CoiLDS    CATOIT 

THE  Pbchtk  be  jute  subtill  Tkake  to  BBKK 

THE    BJ.XD    THAT  THA.    HAD  MAID    WITH     THE 

Scorns. 

This  Coilns,  that  \res  full  of  dissait. 
With  goldin  tonng  and  lipjns  laoreat, 
In  preseus  thair  of  mooy  nobill  man 
His  oresoun  on  this  irajis  he  b^an. 
"  O  ;e  Pechtifl,  of  blade  impemll,  \Ki 

"  Clene  bat  coiruptioon,  and  so  honest  with  aU ; 
"  We  merrell  mekill  how  ^e  wnderstude, 
"  Qahen  that  fe  mixit  with  sa  vyle  ane  blnde, 
"  As  with  ^ond  Scottis  sa  fall  of  vilitie, 
"  But  &ith  or  lame,  bonoor  or  honestie ;  lOGo 

«  The  laikast  leid  in  all  the  warld  I  ken, 
"  Withontin  faith  to  Godis  or  to  men ; 
"  Plesure,  or  pleatie,  or  welfair,  luuf  tha  nane, 
Bot  hunger  and  cald,  with  mouv  waigtiJ  tviine. 
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**  For  to  deoeme  betuix  the  g[ude  and  ill],  CoLs. 

**  Weilfdr  and  welth  we  half  all  tyme  at  will ; 

'*  And,  plesit  ^ow  with  ws  to  maik  ane  band, 

*^  All  that  we  haif  salbe  at  tour  command.  iioo 

''  Cheis  ^ow/'  he  said,  "  for  I  can  say  no  mair, 

"  With  ws  or  thame  qohilk  at  ^e  will  repair." 

Qohen  that  the  Pechtis  hard  thame  speik  so  kynd, 

The  perelus  poysoiin  enterit  in  thair  mynd 

Of  the  ambitioun  and  of  the  warldlie  gloir,  1105 

Beddie  to  brek  the  band  tha  maid  befoir: 

Qohilk  wer  betrasit  with  ane  subtill  trane; 

Of^^es  fair  hechtis  makis  fuillis  fane. 

Ardent  desyre  of  gold,  riches  and  land, 

Hes  gart  thame  mak  with  the  Britis  ane  band,       1110 

And  fyle  thair  fiiyth,  and  for  to  be  menswome. 

And  brek  the  band  the  quhilk  tha  maid  befome. 

Bycht  mony  wyle  syne  seikand  in  thair  heid. 

With  Scottis  men  how  tha  sail  fall  at  feid, 

That  thai  mycht  cans  that  band  for  to  be  brokin,  1115 

And  sindrie  syis  amang  thame  this  wes  spokin ; 

Syne  to  thair  pnrpois  that  they  mycht  applie, 

Tha  gart  proclame  and  mak  ane  oppin  crie, 

That  na  Scottis  sal  cum  as  tha  wer  [wont], 

Within  thair  boundis  for  to  halk  and  hunt.  I120 

Thairof  the  Scottis  greit  ferlie  tha  th[ocht] ; 

For  all  thair  host  tit  tha  forbuir  it  nocht 

To  hunt  and  halk  siclyk  as  of  befoir. 

The  Pechtis  than,  with  mekill  bost  and  schoir, 

Hes  thame  offendit  baith  in  word  and  deid,  1126 

Quhill  at  the  last  evin  to  the  werst  it  ^eid  ; 

Greit  slauchter  oftymes  wes  maid  yair, 

With  thifb  and  reif,  and  mekill  oppin  weir. 

Fra  fyre,  and  blude,  and  spul^e  spair[it  nocht], 

Quhill  the  bordour  wer  till  confusioun  brocht.         118O 

This  beand  done,  into  that  samin  quhile 

The  Scottis  all  convenit  in  Argyle; 

At  thar  meitting  wes  mony  nobill  man. 

And  speciallie  the  heid  of  eueirilk  clan, 

C 


U  tBX  BHIC  or  THE 

To  find  aas  my  of  Peditis  to  be  wnk  usi 

Of  thur  injure  and  band  thai  th*  hod  [bcok]. 

Stun  bad  disdmnll  qnhill  tba  mv  thair  [^rm*]. 

And  som  agane  without  TeaBone  or  [lyme], 

Tha  WW  so  bald  tha  mycht  nocht  byde  the  pxwt], 

Bot  gaif  coonsall  to  gather  ane  greit  oet,  llltt 

And  thame  peraew  bayth  with  fyre  and  [Uade]; 

The  laif  thocht  all  that  that  ooonadl  w[eB  gude]. 

Than  spak  ane  man  of  greit  authorise, 

The  wysest  man  him  seatit  weill  to  be, 

"  Oftymes,"  he  said,  "it  preues  weill  to  [rud],        UM 

"  That  onir  greit  haist  cumia  hulie  [sp^d], 

"  Be  weill  adoimt  quhat  ye  tak  [in  hand], 

*'  Will  ye  conaidder  and  ^e  ma  vnderHtand 

"  We  ax  ooir agaue 

"Be I  ken  lico 

*■"....     vaid  ather  in  word  or  deid, 
"  With  o\ire  power  we  wiU  cum  hulie  speid. 
"  My  connsall  is,  in  all  the  haist  we  mai 
"  Seid  for  sapple  sum  till  Tbemia. 
"  Sen  we  and  thai  ar  com  [all]  of  ane  Mode,        ilM 
"  I  traist  thai  wilbe  weill  content  to'  dadft 
"  Writ  to  that  king ;  beaeik  him,  gif  he  can 
*  In  ony  part  pronide  we  to  ane  man 
"  Of  blude  roytdl,  gude  fame  and  honour, 
'  To  be  oure  king,  oure  lorde  and   i 
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How  THE  Scorns  send  in  Ybeiand  for  3upple 

AOANB  THE  FeCHTIS  AND  BbITIS.  ^ 

Into  thafc  land  that  tyme  ther  rang  ane  king, 

Qdhilk  Farchart  hecht,  rycht  nobill  and  conding, 

Full  of  fredome  and  als  of  nobill  fame ; 

In  all  land  wes  notifeit  his  name. 

The  message  come  hefoir  the  kingis  grace  1176 

With  his  credens,  and  schew  him  all  the  cace;,  « 

This  nobill  king  fra  that  he  vnderstude 

All  his  desyre  sa  honorabill  and  gude, 

He  wes  content,  sayand  it  wes  grit  rycht 

In  thair  mister  to  help  thame  and  he  mycht.  118O 

Ane  sone  he  had,  callit  Fergus  to  name^ 

Worthie  and  wyss,  of  greit  honour  and  fame. 

Honest  and  heynd,  gentill,  courtas  and  Me, 

Laolie  and  large,  full  of  humanitie. 

Strong  in  ane  stour  quhen  tyme  wes  till  stand;      ii85 

Bald  as  ane  bair,  and  big  to  weild  ane  brand; 

Manlie  and  wyss,  and  rycht  war  into  weir; 

And  of  his  £ais  tak  wald  lytill  feir. 

Farquhart  his  father  him  fnmeist  to  the  se, 

With  men  and  meit  ane  rycht  greit  companie.         ii9o 

The  marbell  stone  he  send  with  him  alsua, 

At  Symon  Brak  brocht  fra  Brigantia. 

This  &tall  stone,  sic  fortone  hes  ane  werd, 

Quhair  it  wes  brocht  in  ony  land  or  erd, 

Into  that  land  Scot  ay  suld  be  king ;  1195 

Of  verrie  det  the  Scottis  thair  suld  ring. 

.  \ 

As  Fergus  the  Sone  of  Ferquhart  come  into 
Scotland  and  brocht  the  Marbell  Stone. 

Then  leue  tha  tuke  a 

"With  wyfe  and  bar[ne] 

that 

.     .     ,     .     tha 12QP 

c  2 
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Quhilk  tuke  the  name,  the  stOTie  tdlis  Um^ 

Rfter  uie  mut  callit  Argathelns. 

Tlub  set  to  adioir,  uwl  syne  pusit  till  laad; 

Mmtt  fttir  mut  bdoir  [thune]  tfaair  tka  fcnrl 

RvmhumbU  him  vitb  trvw  hut  tMnJetfig, 

A*s\  K»  ivg«B»  thskakh  thuM  coaitaaSe. 

I^ylk  «w  tW  SwMis  Targm  ({vkB  tfat  »ir; 

U  Ww  t^  ik^Hkl  appmi  htfe  cad  sw^ 

kUQrlk  Mki  ^"Bfv^  ami  smlic  ftls  tha^wMj. 

tUtfkW  bw  «w>  aoii  tiiEse  of  I711L  and  Ibi,. 

HIh  t&nM<f>  lltt  IJ){iir«.  and.  his  coontefumn-, 
ItM  Utucbti  tiittA  nwme  r^chfi  godEe  till  svHim^ 
'Vv  hift  t)«JiM  ttitt  did  Ilim  tina  canoy . 

With  ttUKt,  hottour,  KuwwKe  and  joy; 

1\>  umIw  hiiu  h^th  lihuL  hftif  di&  dona  iha  host^ 

)\m  <Ji^«m  im:  bhn*  i{uhil  h«  had  gatiaa  rast. 

tfo  bo  httU  ttuw  ^  ravMUaooe. 

'i'btf  Si>>Uia.  lUi  war  ouraiii);  lu  ciia  tomi. 

Withi  UN^utMuift  uf  [&U  aod]  :aniix3a  daa.; 

Tfatux  lu^uht  b«  :«<uw  rychc  muny  Instie  man. 

Quhtiu  *r^^  wu'  s£U  all  with  ditt  I 

\wft'tf  thuue  aU  in  oppin  audi 

This  touug  Fergtu,  thac  we»  um  oufaill  mu^ 

Kb  <M«soaa  oa  thi«  waji»  he  be|pui: 

**  My  &«iDdiB  deir,  to   ptw  I  male  it  btrnwin. 
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*'  Sen  of  our  blade  fiu  ws  ^e  ar  discendit, 

BesBone  it  war  by  ws  ^e  war  defendit,  124/9 

Efter  our  mycbt  na  skayth  to  lat  tow  tak; 
''  Qoha  lichleis  ^ow,  we  think  tha  do  ws  lak. 

We  sail  mak  threip  ^it  or  we  [ar]  ouirthrawin| 

All  ^onr  injure  we  repute  as  our  awin. 
^'  Tha  hurt  the  tre  that  wald  offend  the  fiiiit;        124Q 
''  ^e  ar  the  branchis  and  we  stok  and  rutt. 
'*  And  for  this  cans  ye  ma  rycht  weill  considder 
"  In  ^our  supple  we  ar  cumit  to  ^ow  bidder, 
"  To  tak  ^our  part  quhat  euir  ye  pretend, 
'*  Gude  or  ill,  and  byde  the  latter  end.  1260 

*'  And  als  I  ferlie  greitlie  of  ane  thing, 
**  In  pace  and  rest  how  ^e  may  rax  or  ring, 
"  Without  ane  heid,  ordour  or  vnitie. 

So  lang  to  leif  in  ane  commimitie, 

And  euerie  dan  obey  onto  his  lord,  1265 

[Quhil]k  may  be  cans  of  greit  strife  and  discord. 
*'  Quhairfoir  [I]  traist  for  terme  of  all  oure  lyuis,         ^^^-  }»'^-  ®* 
"  To  leue  in  peace  for  thame  bayth  men  and  wyuis, 
*'  And  als  I  traist  all  outwart  weir  is  gane, 
**  And  ennimeis  within  ws  haif  we  nane,  1260 

**  Quhairfoir  as  now  I  ask  at  ^ow  this  thing, 
**  Prouide  in  tyme  for  ane  to  be  tour  king, 
"  Quhilk  is  ane  man  of  greit  authoritie, 
"  Efter  my  deid  quhen  it  hapnis  to  be." 
Than  lord  and  lord,  and  bald  barroun  and  knycht,  1265 
And  all  the  laif  with  ane  loud  voce  on  hicht, 
"  Fergus,"  tha  said,  "  and  his  successioun, 
"  In  heretage  sail  euer  bruke  this  croun." 
Syne  war  all  suome  to  keip  that  leill  and  trew; 
For  moir  effect,  in  greit  lettres  of  grew,  1270 

Grauit  this  thing  intill  ane  mekiU  stane, 
Weill  gilt  with  gold  as  it  suld  neuir  be  gane. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  than  gude  Fergus  our  king, 
Thocht  planelie  than,  proponit  hes  this  thing ; 

My  counsall  is,"  he  said,  **  [ws]  till  prouide  1275 

In  equall  pairtis  this  kinrik  to  diuide; 


« 
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"  Syne  euerilk  man  efter  his  degrie, 
"  His  etait,  conditioun,  aod  his  facoltifl, 
«  HiB  nucner,  lionour,  and  Ids  nobill  birtb; 
"  Gif  bim  tfaiurefter  as  ^e  think  him  virtb." 
Of  that  deayre  content  was  eaerie  wicht, 
Tha  thocbt  it  wes  lationabill  and  licht. 
Than  baif  tha  cfaosin,  and  send  on  eaerie  hand, 
Wyias  men  to  spy  and  conaidder  Uie  land; 
QiibiJk  vesat  hee  the  hie  land  and  tbe  Tail], 
The  moot,  tbe  mure,  the  donnis,  and  the  H*;n^ 
And  equalie  proportionat  the  plane ; 
Till  Aigatelium  -^ne  come  hame  agane. 
Syne  cavillis  kaist  for  till  deryde  the  land. 
TTian  euerilk  man  with  cavill  reddie  in  hand, 
Bydand  his  chance  into  dame  Fortooia  will, 
A5  plesit  hir  Uiat  tyme  to  gif  him  tilL 
Of  Scoteia  blnde  ane  worthie  nobill  man, 
Comath  to  name  tbe  qohilk  wes  callit  tikan. 
All  &a  ane  nee  lyis  iar  within  the  se, 
Quhilk  at  this  tyme  is  callit  Dommisbe^ 
On  till  ane  flnde  that  callit  tiian  wea  Tayn^ 
Qubair  Orknay  ylis  ^ris  erin  fbiigane, 
Fell  till  his  pairt  that  tyme,  aa  I  hard  8a, 
And  efter  him  we  callit  it  Comana ; 
That  wes  the  nwne  «ne  hug  tyme  aa  I  geo, 
'  it  cftlljt  is  Cables. 
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Quhilk  efter  him  hecht  Wares  I  hard  sa,         *         idl5 

And  now  to  name  it  callit  is  Muira. 

Syne  Thaalus,  quhilk  wes  ane  man  of  gude. 

Fell  all^  the  land  lyand  by  Speyis  flude, 

And  he  to  name  callit  it  than  Tharla^ 

Efter  him  sel^  so  did  my  author  sa;  ],aao 

Contenand  now  Strabogy  land  all  throuch 

Abone-  Boditquhane  and  Garioch. 

Martach  ane  other,  than  till  his  pairt  fell  he 

Fra  Thoala  all  till  the  Irland  se, 

In  heretage  ay  till  bruke  but  clame,  1886 

And  he  thame  callit  Merthia  to  name, 

Quhilk  now  contenis  mony  sindrie  land 

Mar,  Bad^enoch,  Lochquhaber  be  the  sand. 

Ane  nobill  man,  callit  Nouantius, 

Gat  till  his  part,  my  storie  tellis  thus,  1830 

Fra  Ma[r]thia,  ay  endlang  the  se  syde 

Till  Yrland  cost,  tha  landis  braid  and  wyde. 

And  efter  him  callit  Nouantia ; 

Eyntyre  and  Lome  now  callit  is  this  da. 

Syne  Atholus,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man,  1835 

Borne  into  Spane  and  of  the  Scottis  clan. 

Into  Yrland  he  come  quhen  he  was  toung, 

In  Scotland  with  gude  Fergus  our  king, 

Gat  all  thir  landis  within  thir  landis  la, 

Syne  efter  him  callit  Etholia ;  1340 

And  euer  sensjue  ^it  than  hes  the  name. 

For  saik  of  him  wes  of  sa  nobill  fame. 

Lelgothe  also,  quhilk  wes  ane  man  of  pryde, 

Fra  Argatelium  to  the  watter  of  Clyde, 

Gat  all  tha  landis  frelie  to  dispone,  1346 

Syne  eft^er  him  wer  callit  Lelgone  ; 

That  now  the  Lennox,  efter  Levin  that  flude, 

Callit  to  name  quha  that  rycht  vnderstude. 

Saliuih,  ane  man  of  greit  authoritie, 

Be  cut  and  cavill  than  tiU  his  part  fell  he  1350 

Fra  Clyde  alhaill  on  to  Brigantia, 

Wes  efter  him  callit  Saluria ; 
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Qtihtlk  In  iliuUUt  in  thir  landis  now. 
In  CwTlk.  Kyle,  Cunyngfaame  and  Benfenr. 
Qulion  tliU  wcM  done  snd  all  man  ves  content,      i« 
Tlila  Klitit  bVrinvs  with  all  thalr  haill  consoit, 
Hm  luaitl  UiK  Uw  to  gar  men  leve  in  peace, 
Th  uUiu'Iw  lliia  imA  reif,  and  -wrang  gar  ceia, 
lUiititltl  fttr  iimrtltniv  and  all  uc  misch^ 
Vat  MUuiilktor  )wid,  and  for  [to]  hang  ane  tiidf ;      1ft 
Vim  ilk  triu)HM  tliutstt  vea  ane  paaic^ 
8u  ilwi  ntt  A^l  vtiiwnrast  suld  remane. 
Hyua  Iti^il  hM  «n«  nti«  of  greit  fiune, 
QuhUk  Barigtwa  than  ndlit  Tea  to  name, 
lu  U>  liiM4uiuh«lk«r  )«w  doun  by  the  se,  ift 

With  wioihie  wtilUa  and  mony  tooris  be. 
U  iitude  ryuht  Htark  quhair  it  had  strenth  anenche 
fietiiix  au0  walt«r  aud  ane  hingand  hendie; 
III  middu  itf  Sixitlaad  ^  the  tyme  did  stand, 
T4M.tatL  Quhilk  w«a  luiut  ovast  l«>-th  for  His  and  land,     is 
And  thair  vm  <4\laad  for  to  exemte 
luiiUoe  and  law.  and  pleyis  fw  to  mnte. 
Quhalr  euerilk  man  sold  with  Bolaee  oonpor. 
AjuI  aua  thai  [did]  lycht  lang  and  mony  xeir, 
Qiiliill  that  he  maid  all  w«ir  and  wiai^  to  coa ;    II 
Syne  all  bis  dais  leuit  tuto  peace. 
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Beseikand  him  rycht  huinlie  and  benyng, 

As  that  [he]  wes  of  blade  royall  ane  king, 

In  sic  mister  to  cum  and  mak  remeid,  1385 

Amimg  his  friendis  for  till  stanche  sic  feid; 

In  thair  credens  also  tha  schew  him  till 

How  baith  the  pairteis  referrit  thame  to  his  will ; 

And  baith  wer  swome  at  his  decreit  to  byde. 

This  king  Fergus  gart  haistelie  prouide  isoo 

Bycht  mony  galay,  and  put  thame  to  the  se, 

Wyth  men  and  meit  prouidit  at  plentie; 

Syne  tuke  his  leve  at  bald  barroun  and  knycht, 

To  schipburd  went  with  mony  worthy  wycht; 

Fra  Argatelium  thair  passage  that  tha  maid,  1395 

Till  Yrlaad  syne  bownit  hes  but  baid. 

Wo  wes  the  pepill  with  him  for  to  depart. 

With  lamentatioun  soband  fra  thair  hart; 

With  muming  mude  changit  wes  thair  cheir. 

And  how  it  hapnit  efter  ye  sail  heir.  1400 

To  Bchip'  tha  went^  and  syne  set  to  the  schoir, 

The  wynd  blew  up  the  langar  ay  the  moir ; 

Bayth  tow  and  takill  festnit  wer  all  fast. 

Within  schort  quhile  ^it  war  tha  all  agast. 

Fra  Eolus  so  loud  he  blew  his  home  1405 

On  thame  all  nycht  lang  or  the  tother  mome, 

In  Yrland  cost  rycht  darflie  did  thame  dryve ; 

In  at  ane  craig  he  made  thame  till  arryve. 

In  all  that  schip  chapit  natlier  aid  nor  zing, 

Bot  perreist  all  with  gude  Fergus  thair  king ;  i4io 

Efter  his  name,  my  storie  tellis  thus. 

That  place  sensyne  is  called  Craigfergus. 

The  tuentie  zeir  and  fyve  als  of  his  ring. 

This  gude  Fergus,  of  Scotland  the  first  king, 

Hes  tane  his  leif  out  this  lyfe  and  gone,  1416 

Of  everie  man  with  grit  muming  and  mone. 

Worthie  he  wes  quha  list  of  him  till  reid,  Col.  2. 

And  in  his  tyme  did  many  nobill  deiA 

Peace  and  policie,  riches  and  renoim, 

Welth  and  weilfair  in  castell,  tour  and  toun,  1420 
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Flesure  and  plentie  ftr  war  in  his  dus. 

With  law  and  lawtie,  so  my  aatbor  eaia. 

Oair  all  Europe  his  £une  did  sprad  and  firing. 

In  Albione  for  the  most  fiunoe  king. 

The  king  of  Pechtie^  callit  ves  Camelon,  i«f 

Foondit  ane  citie  wes  callit  Camelidon, 

At  Carroon  month,   vpone  the  water  of  Forth, 

WalUt  about  be  south  and  ala  be  north ; 

Qobilk  efter  wes  ane   citie  of  honour. 

Of  wisdome,  stsvnth,  of  riches  and  valour,  14W 

As'  ze  sail  heir  quha  lykis  efter  luke ; 

IiOTing  to  God,  heir  endis  the  first  bnka 


Hob   endis   the  Fibst  Bcee  ;  akd  BBOTHins 

THE  SeCDND,  MAKAND  MeNTIODN  OF  KlHCI 
FebOUS  SUCCESSIOUK,  AND  OF  HONT  SIHDBIE 
StOBEIS  CONTENIT  THAIH  IKTllX,  AS  »  SAtl. 
SE    AT    HOIB    LENTHE. 

Efter  the  tyme  of  king  Fergus  wes  deid, 

Tua   ^oting  cbilder  he  left  into  his  steid ; 

Feigus  quhilk  wes  the   eldest  bruther,  iMt 

And  Maynus  to  name  als  hecht  the  tother; 

Thocht  tha  war  ^oung,   ^it  tha  wer  larlie  &ir. 

His  naturall  Bonis  and  als  his  lanchfull  air. 
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*'  That  he  and  hia   sold  alwayes  briik  this  crotm, 

**  Ay  Bneallia  discending  fra  him  doun;  i46a 

"  Now  is  he  daid,  aa  ^e  weill  considder, 

**  And  for  that  cans  we  ar  all  coming  hidder 

*'  To  croon  his  8one»  qohilk  wee  of  sic  honoor, 

"  mi  be  cor  king,  oor  prince  and  govemoor. 

That  w^  may  leif  into  gode  pece  and  rest ;        1455 

Saif  better  ooonsall,  for  me  I  hald  that  best.'' 
Qohen  he  had  said,  vpstode  ane  vther  man, 
Among  thame  all  the  wysast  he  wes  thaiL 
Callit  he  wes  Frathaos  I  hard  sa, 
And  lord  that  lyme  [wes]  of  Brigantia.  i460 

'*  Lordis,"  he  said^  "  I  traist  ^e  haif  ane  feill, 
"  He  sold  be  wyss  sold  gyde  the  commoon  weill. 
**  It  feiris  nocht  for  bame,  nor  ^it  for  page; 
'*  Ane  king  soold  be  of  grit  wisdome  and  age, 
**  That  hes  the  kinrik  haill  into  his  coir  ;  1465  I^b.  2,  f.  1. 

**  And  of  this  thing  sicker  I  am  and  soir,  ^'  '* 

**  Tak  the  ane  bame  this  tyme  to  be  ^oor  king, 
'^  It  sail  ^ow  hort  efber  in  mony  thing. 
"  Be  weill  adoisit,  and  traist  that  this  is  trew, 
**  Do  nocht  this  da  the  mome  that  ye  will  rew :'"  1470 
Qohen  he  had  said,  sat  doon  and  held  him  still. 
The  tother  ansoerit  wit  ane  eger  will: 
"  As  le  haif  said,  I  think  it  soiild  sa  be 
"  Sa  at  this  [tyme]  and  we  micht  all  be  frie 
*'  Of  core  conditioim,  obliasing  and  aith,  1475 

"  The  quhilk  to  brek  we  sold  be  verra  laith, 

That  we  maid  first  be  gude  Fergus  our  king. 

That  he  and  his  etemallie  suld  ring 

In  heretage  but  contrapley  or  pleid. 
"  How  haif  we  now  so  sone  tane  in  our  heid         i48o 
'*  To  fyle  our  faith,  and  for  to  be  mensworne  ? 
"  And  we  do  sua  I  hald  ws  all  forlome, 
"  Vnstedfast  men  without  stabilitie, 
"  But  faith  or  fame,  traist  or  tranquillitie, 
*'  Reddle  to  rave  at  ilk  mannis  requeist ;  14»g 

"  Tha  ar  no  better  nor  ane  brutall  beist. 
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"  ALm  for  me  I  hald  it  but  ane  scome 

"  To  sneir  to  da  the  thing  we  brek  the  mome ; 

"  And  mairattour,  I  mervell  of  ane  thing, 

"  Qabair  is  the  kyndnes  we  suld  haif  to  our  king  f  rnto 

"  C<nudderiitg  be  wes  so  bonorabill, 

"  So  ^od  till  ws,  fio  trew,  so  proffittable, 

"  That  firft  bis  freindis  so  far  come  wa  till  defend, 

"  Into  ane  contrie  qubair  be  wes  nocht  kend, 

"  And  pat  bis  bodie  oft  sjis  in  sic  perrell,  149& 

"  And  spwit  neair  tbe  cans  nor  ^it  the  querrell. 

"  He  leit  vs  nocbt  with  no  leid  be  ouirthrawin, 

"  Mud  WB  to  leve  ay  fre  within  oure  awin; 

"  Tbe  nobill  Britis  qnhilk  wer  of  sic  valour, 

"  For  all  tbair  piyde  tycht  law  he  gart  tbame  lowr ;  isoo 

"  Ynder  bia  felt  be  gart  thame  lurk  fiill  law, 

■<  In  all  bis  tyme  thtu  stude  of  him  mc  aw. 

"  AIb  in  bis  dayis  floor  wes  of  chevalrie, 

"  In  Albeone  the  nobillest  king  wea  be. 

"  For  W3  "cbt  ^  ^^  stude  in  mony  stoizr,  150E 

"  And  wan  till  yra  greit  riches  and  honour, 

"  And  sparit  nocht  for  wa  his  blude  to  bleid ; 

'•  And  now  we  think  we  quit  bim  weill  his  meid, 

"  Do  we  now  ao,  that  dar  I  vndertak, 

■<  Will  neuer  man  trow  conditioun  that  ye  mak."  I610 

Quhen  this  wea  said,  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 

The  tother  rais  and  ansuer  maid  agane : 
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**  Quhat  is  ane  bame  bot  like  ane  bmiall  beist,   1626 
'^  And  reddie  ay  to  raif  at  ilk  requeist 

Onto  qlihat  purpois  thai  will  liim  apply? 
'*  Quhateuer  men  ask  ane  bame  can  nocht  deny. 
<<  And  mairattonr,  I  wait  this  is  no  leis. 

And  it  war  sua,  that  euerilk  man  suld  preis      isso 
To  half  the  king  into  his  gouemance ; 
Quhilk  wald  be  cans  sone  efterwart  perchance 
*^  The  commoun  weill  to  fruster  and  to  &ill, 
**  And  euerie  man  se  for  his  awin  availL 
"  And  he  that  war  maist^  inwart  with  the  king,   1686 
«<  At  his  plesoTir  wald  gouveme  euerilk  thing, 
''  Bewardis  tak,  and  justice  dalie  sell, 
''  This  wilbe  trew,  traist  weill  ^e  heir  me  tell ; 
^*  And  ilk  seruand  he  hes,  be  the  leist  knaif, 
''  Will  think  him  self  na  fiJlow  to  the  laif ;  i640 

**  Bot  roundand  ay  into  the  kingis  eir, 
Makand  greit  menis  to  wyn  wrangus  geir, 
And  cans  the  king  to  mak  retrugressioun 
'^  Of  leill  mennis  land  and  riche  men  be  remi[ssioim] ; 
"  And  he  that  is  ane  traitour  or  ane  theif,  i646 

^'  Ane  rank  revar  reddie  till  all  mischeif, 
''  Cumis  till  court  and  giffis  thame  reward, 
*'  He  wilbe  set  full  heiche  abone  the  laird. 
"  And  thocht  thair  cum  ane  nobill  or  ane  lord, 
^*  Vntill  the  court  his  erand  till  record,  1660 

"  Tha  lat  him  nocht  get  presens  of  the  king, 
"  Without  sum  bud  till  ane  of  thame  he  bring ; 
**^  And  in  his  hand  his  heid  that  he  man  hald, 
**  And  bek  till  him  thocht  he  wer  neuir  so  bald, 
"  And  call  him  Schir,  suppois  he  be   ane  knaif,     i666 
*'  And  hecht  him  als  all  thing  that  he  wald  half; 
'*  Thus  for  ane  loun  than  lichlyit  is  ane  lord. 
**  It  wilbe  caus  of  malice  and  discord. 
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"  Qo^i  BoUl  UndB  haldb  nodi  ifaut  Utair  ty^t; 

-  \ad  Sk  MMBit  kaaif  iMud  &lIow  tQl  ane  knyeht.  u«o 
"  Beraer  H  w«r  be  bat  ute  prmoe  or  king, 

~  Xor  m  tat  ngioan  hag  solfer  ak  thing, 
"  To  9e  the  pcfall  amr  paneist  wife  c^preeraoon, 
*  Bat  done  or  Isv,  pariUioeat  or  seniann, 

-  Throw  koerioe  with  sie  honibUl  ftbomonn,  iMt 
*•■  Titt  qtohilk  will  bring  ane  kiniik  to  oonfiisiotUL 

'  «  Ane  king  sold  bft  of  honor,  full  of  aw, 
"  Walkzyfe  and  w^^vs,  expat  into  the  law ; 
"  Bicht  fall  of  fr«dome  and  of  ftntitode ; 
•<  Honwabill,  eqoale  bayth  to  ill  and  gnde,  uw 

•<  Cvrtas  and  kynd,  constant  with  diBcretionn, 
"  Beward  gnde  work,  and  puneias  for  oppiesBioan ; 
"  Gratioofl  and  gade,  bat  gredinea  of  geir,  ' 

«  Flesand  in  peee,  and  awfiill  into  weir. 
"  Sic  proforteifl  pertenis  to  ane  king;  itn 

"  Quhilk  in  ane  bame  rycht  semdell  ye  se  ring. 

>• "  I  can  nocht  how  tJiat  [aikkinj  ane  bat  leis 
*'  Can  be  ane  king  outher  in  weir  or  peace. 
•I  lit  sail  I  find  ane  way  to  pleia  ws  baitb, 
"  To  keip  our  band  and  do  no  man  greit  akaith,    ism 
«  Kyndnesand  treath  for  to  keip  to  oure  king, 
"  And  Fergus  boua  wnhurt  in  ony  thing. 
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^  Ahd  TeigOB  aonnifl^  qidlk  ar  of  tender  age; 

(*  Nureis  thame  weiU,  and  apair  nodii  for  no  wage  ; 

f  Pub  thame  in  coir  of  wyim  [and]  awfbll  men 

**  Qohilk  knawled^  lies  all  eonnyi^  ihame  to        1490 


And  wisdome  Isir,  for  all  maner  of  tibin^ 
And  spedallie  perteyning  to  ane  kiii^; 
Sua  till  lemane  qnhill  paaait  be  £the]  rage 
Of  rakles  ^outh,  and  cam  till  laoditfbll  age. 
'*  Efter  the  deith  syne  of  this  Feretar,  img 

*'  Tak  Ferlegus^  the  laachtfbll  sone  and  air 
^*  Of  gnde  FefguB^  and  catoun  him  to  be  kk^ ; 
**  Sua  Feigns  hoos  is  hurt  into  nathing. 
**  My  coonsall  is  to  institnte  sic  law; 
*'  For  greit  perrell  that  efter  may  be&w;  leoo 

'^  Qohen  euerilk  king,  the  quhilk  hes  bot  ane  child, 
f'  Efter  his  deith  but  age  or  per&te  eild, 
**  That  is  unabill  for  till  be  ane  king, 
"  Without  wisdome  to  reuU  or  gyde  ane  ring, 
**  Put  him  in  cuir  ay  quhill  he  is  ane  page,  leos 

"  Of  lycht  wyss  men  quhill  that  he  cum  till  age ; 
**  Syne  of  that  hous  to  tak  the  most  conding, 
*^  And  for  his  tyme  croun  him  for  to  be  king ; 
"  And  syne  after  that  govemour  be  deid, 
'^  The  kingis  sone  to  ring  into  bis  steid ;  leio 

**  Sua  sail  we  half  one  man  ay  to  our  king, 
•'  And  Fergus  hous  vnhurt  in  ony  thing/' 
Quhen  this  wes  said  in  presence  of  thame  aw, 
And  euerie  man  assentit  to  that  saw ; 
Commendand  him  than  of  his  prudens,  I615 

His  wit,  his  wisdome,  and  his  eloquence, 
His  aMd  will,  his  counsall  with  gude  ^eill. 
He  schew  that  tyme  thair  for  the  commoun  weill ; 
Than  thai  decretit  all  into  ane  will 
To  fortifie,  and  also  to  fiilfill  I620 

That  law  he  maid  in  crowning  of  our  king, 
Etemallie  amang  [thame]  for  to  ring. 
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How  THAT   FEBETAHIS,  THE  BbUTHEB  OF   FSBaiJII, 
WEB  CBOWNIT    TO    BINO    FOR  ~  HIS    TYMB    AND 
EFTKK    HDI,  BECAUSE    THE  SONIS    OF    FeBOUS 
WAS  NOCHT  OF  LATJCHTFULL  AoE. 
On  Ferretar  Uie  oounBall  hea  gaii  call, 
Bycht  planelie  than  in  presence  of  thame  all, 
Beeeikaod  him  for  till  accept  sic  thing,  isss 

For  all  his  tyme  to  be  thsdr  lord  and  king, 
Ab  he  that  wes  als  abill  aa  ony  vther, 
To  gyde  the  barms  of  gude  Fergus  bia  brutber  ; 
And  tha  8\dd  bind  till  him  all  but  discord. 
Him  till  obey  aa  to  thair  prince  and  lord,  iflso 

And  follow  him  in  all  kynd  of  thing, 
Siolyke  as  tha  did  to  gude  Fergus  thtur  king. 
Rydkt  Bone  vprws  this  Feretaris  liian. 
As  ho  that  wes  ane  wyss  and  nobiU  man. 
Of  greit  honour,  also  of  hie  renoon,  less 

Nolullest  he  wea  in  his  tyme  narreet  the  croon. 

Loidia,"  he  said,  "  I  thank  ^ow  wiUi  gude  will. 

Of  this  houour  ^e  wald  prouide  roe  till ; 

And  thooht  ^e  knaw  vnsufficient  I  be 

To  so  givit  liouour  niid  to  sic  dignitie ;  l«lo 

Vngattand  I  am  also  into  sic  thing, 

As  for  till  be  ane  govemour  or  king ; 

^it  neuirtheless  thairof  I  mtdc  na  pley. 

Sen  that  it  is  ane  dewtie '  till  obey ; 

Reddie  I  am  at  this  tyme  to  fulfill  161G 

Qohat  enir  it  be  ^e  pleis  to  put  me  till. 

As  for  myself,  I  think  nocht  to  ganestand ; 

Bot,  or  I  tak  sic  office  jit  on  hand, 
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''  Also  to  ^ow  I  mak  it  cleirlie  kend^  1656 

"  That  I  preis  nocht  in  purpose  to  pretend 
**  To  hurt  the  air  in  ony  kynd  of  thing, 
"  As  for  my  tyme,  thocht  I  be  chosin  king/' 
Quhen  he  had  his  orisone  said  and  endit, 
Greitlie  he  wes  amang  thame  all  commendit  leeo 

Of  his  wyiss  saying  and  his  sapience, 
His  wisdome,  honour,  and  his  eloquence. 
With  haill  consent  of  thame  wes  thair  ilkane, 
Tha  set  him  doun  vpoun  the  marbell  stane  ; 
With  diademe,  rob  royall,  and  with  ring,  lees 

And  croun  of  gold,  thair  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  and  all  man  wes  content, 
With  haill  devyiss  of  all  the  parliament, 
King  Fergus  sonnis  tha  haif  gart  put  in  cuir 
Of  wyiss  aid  men  that  sicker  wer  and  suir,  1670 

Thame  for  till  gyde  and  teiche  in  till  all  thing. 
That  neidfull  war  to  ony  prince  or  king, 
And  diuerss  langage  and  lawis  for  to  leir. 
And  so  thai  did  richt  lang  and  mony  leir ; 
The  kingis  bamis,  ay  quhen  thai  war  ^oung,  1675 

Tha  taucht  to  speik  with  diuerss  [kynd  of]  toung,         Lib.2,f.io. 
And  kermis  lair  quhill  thai  cum  till  age, 
And  sparit  nocht  for  ony  cost  or  wage. 
Sone  efter  this,  as  le  sail  vnderstand, 
King  Feretar  renewit  hes  the  band  leso 

With  the  Pechtis  befoir  that  Fergus  maid. 
For  mair  effect  with  seilUs  round  and  braid, 
Tha  oblist  war  for  till  obserue  and  keip 
All  thing  wes  maid  with  aithis  swome  rycht  deip. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  and  all  man  wes  content,      1685 
Tha  tuke  ther  leif,  syne  ilk  man  hame  thai  went. 
King  Ferretar  tuke  na  rest  day  nor  nycht, 
Quhen  ocht  teid  wrang  quhill  all  wes  put  to  rycht. 
Curtaa  he  wes,  and  tuke  on  him  greit  cuir, 
Equall  also  baith  to  the  riqhe  and  puir.  1690 
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Greit  luck  and  blytbuese  in  his  tyme  abundit, 
Welth  and  weil&ir,  and  greit  riches  redundit ; 
Bessoun  and  law,  justice  and  equitie ; 
In  all  Lis  tyme  ane  nobill  prince  wes  he. 

How  Feblious,  the  eldest  Some  df  Kma 
Fergus,  be  euill  Counsall  of  thjuje  that 
had  hdt  in  keipiso,  desyhit  the  caobit  fiu 
HIS  Eme,   and  of  the  wtss  Ahsdio  AGAJTB 

OF  THE   KlNQ   FEBriAB- 
The  eldest  brother  wes  callit  FerlegUB,  lew 

That  sone  and  air  wes  till  king  Fergus, 
Throw  ill  counsall  conBauit  in  his  heid 
Pissaitfnllie  to  put  the  king  to  deid. 
Thocht  he  was  ^oung,  zit  had  he  greit  desyre 
To  riches,  honour,  and  to  hie  impyre,  iTW 

Throw  thair  counsall  that  had  him  than  in  culr. 
Tha  tliocht  his  dait  wes  ouir  lang  to  indure ; 
And  he  war  deid  richt  weill  thai  knew  that  thing. 
That  Ferlegus  suld  efter  him  be  king. 
Amang  thame  than  thair  was  aue  man  of  gude,        iToc 
And  all  the  tressoun  quhen  [he]  vnderstude, 
Vpoim  ane  tyme  he  passit  to  the  king. 
And  secreitlie  he  schew  him  all  this  thing: 
This  nobill  king,  the  caus  quhen  that  he  knew, 
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Kinrik  and  croun  all  in  hifi  liandis  ^eild, 
Becaus  that  tyme  he  wes  of  lauchtful  eild, 
Sayand  it  wes  his  awin  of  heretage, 
Giffin  till  him  qnhen  he  wes  within  aige, 
Nodit  88  ane  king,  hot  for  till  keip  ane  quhile.     1725 
With  that  the  king  did  sobirlie  than  smyle ;  CoL  2. 

With  lauchand  luke,  and  with  ane  lustie  cheir, 
He  said  till  him,  as  I  sail  say  ^ow  heir: 
Dear  friend,"  said  he,  "quhome  I  lufe  with  my  liart, 
Traist  weill  also  that  I  sail  do  my  part  1780 

To  my  bruther  gude  Fergus  that  wes  king, 
"  Till  all  his  hous  and  till  his   haill  o&pring; 
"  And  ay  sail  do  quhill  my  tyme  may  induir. 
'*  It  wes  for  ^ow  on  me  I  tuke  the  cuir, 
Quhen  ye  war  ^oung  to  help  ^ow  in  ^our  rycht,  1786 
And  ay  sensjme  I  haif  done  that  I  micht 
"  To  keip  the  croun  wes  gevin  to  my  bruther, 
**  That  it  war  nocht  translatit  till  ane  vther ; 
And  sen  this  croun  in  to  the  parliament, 
Wes  gevin  me  with  all  thair  haill  consent,  1740 

In  parliament  I  man  agane  resing, 
''  At  thair  command  that  tyme  -that  maid  me  king. 
**  Thus  ordourlie  bot  gif  sic  thing  be  wroucht 
*'  With  haill  consent,  traist  weill  it  vaillis  nocht." 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  this  ^oung  man  Ferlegus         1746 
Held  him  content,  and  syne  said  till  him  thus : 
"  I  thank  ^ow,  sir,  thaii-  is  no  moir  to  sa." 
Then  tuke  his  leue,  syne  passit  hame  his  wa, 
He  and  his  folk  togidder  all  in  feir ; 
And  how  it  hapnit  efter  ^e  sail  heir.  1760 

How  THE  King    at  Berigone  wald  haif  re- 
siNGiT  THE  Croun  to  Ferligus,   and  how 

THE   LORDIS  THAIROF  WAR   RICHT  DISPLESIT. 

The  da  wes  cuming  the  parliament  sould  held 
In  Berigone,  quhair  mony  beme  full  bald 

D  2 


a 


52  THK  BtriK  OF  THE 

Convenit  thair  befcnr  this  crownit  kin^ 
For  tin  devyisB  for  mooy  spedaD  thing. 
Qahen  tha  wer  gatherit  <Mi  ane  gmilie  gyss,  iTfiS 

This  nobin  king,  that  worthie  wes  and  wyas, 
Anumg  thame  aO  bayth  sword,  soeptoor  and  cronn, 
In  poriiament  befoir  thame  hes  laid  doon. 
This  Ferligos  als,  as  I  vnderstand, 
Besyde  himself  he  sat  on  the  rjcht  hand ;  iTm 

Syne  gaif  command  to  kelp  sitence  and  ceis. 
Tin  beir  him  sa  be  gait  thame  ay  o  peis. 
Than  eneiilk  man  bnt  ony  noy  drew  D^, 
And  bow  be  said,  tak  tent  and  ^e  sail  heir. 
"  Lordis,  ye  knaw,  into  plane  parliament  i;«c 

"  This  cTonn  I  gat  with  all  ^onr  baill  consent, 
"  Befoir  low  aU  that  I  baif  beir  laid  donn ; 
"  Baltb   swoid  and  sceptour,  r^imen  and   croon ; 
"  Of  tow  gifUs  greit  goddia  ^ow  for^eild. 
"  And  now  I  am  assaillit  so  with  eild,  nn 

"  Throw  febilnea  and  grit  infinnitie, 
"  Tnabin  I  am  tiQ  nc  anthoritaa 
"  Hy  wit  growis  waik,  my  enrage  duU  and  blont, 
"  Kotbing  expert'  befoir  that  I  wes  wont : 
"  Travell  befoir  qtihilk  did  me  greitlie  pleis.  Hit 

"  Now  is  but  sturt  with  pane  and  greit  vneis. 
lb-  "  The  thing  for  me  this  tyme  that  I  think  best, 
"  In  all  this  warld  is*  quietnes  and  rest. 
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"  Liberall  and  leill,  richt  gentill  and  benyng, 

"  My  counsall  is  now  for  to  mak  him  king." 

This  beand  said  into  plane  parliament, 

With  ^er  will  all  intill  ane  intent,  1790 

And  scharpe  wordis,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

Sair  blamit  hes  this  ^oung  man  Ferlegus. 

Hardie  he  wes,  thai  said,  till  tak  on  hand 

To  liditlie  thame,  or  ^it  thair  law  ganestand, 

Quhilk  thai  had  maid  into  plane  parliament;  1795 

Qohairfoir  tha  said  that  he  sould  soir  repent. 

No  moir  at  him  as  than  [thai]  wald  inquyre. 

For  Weill  tha  wist  all  come  of  his  desyre. 

This  Ferl^us,  quhilk  than  excuiss  had  nane, 

Amang  thame  all  he  wes  so  will  of  wane,  I8OO 

Thair  talk  that  tyme  he  thocht  so  vndiscreit. 

For  verrie  wo  that  he  begouth  to  weip. 

Ane  of  his  men,  the  quhilk  had  all  the  wyte, 

Quhen  he  saw  that  he  had  rycht  greit  dispyte ; 

Mouit  with  malice  and  melancolie,  I8O6 

This  Ferlegus  than  hes  he  drawin  by. 

And  bad  him  thair  no  langar  till  remane^ 

Bot  in  all  haist  to  speid  him  hame  agane^ 

And  tak  his  tyme  syne  efter  as  he  mycht. 

The  lordis  than  persauit  hes  that  slicht,  I810 

And  handis  laid  vpoun  ^oimg  Ferlegus, 

And  liis  counsall  that  bald  wer  and  bustus, 

Syne  hes  thame  bund  rycht  sicker  fit  and  hand ; 

No  strenth  thai  had  that  tyme  for  to  ganestand. 

Ane  of  his  men  that  knew  the  counsall  all,  isio 

Befotr  the  king  on  kneis  doun  did  fall, 

And  schew  him  all  the  tressone  that  wes  wrocht, 

Traistand  thairwith  his  lyfe  for  till  haif  bocht  ; 

And  how  his  maister,  Ferlegus  the  ^ing, 

By  tre-ssone  thocht  for  to  haif  slane  the  king ;         I820 

And  quha  it  wes  the  tressone  first  began, 

Thair  word  be  word  he  schew  of  euerie  man. 

And  quhen  the  pepill  hard  him  tell  in  plane. 

How  that  he  thocht  the  king  for  till  haif  slane, 
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Sic  rancour  raise  fra  the  rutis  of  thair  hart,  18 

That  euerilk  man  decreitit  for  his  pairt. 

That  Ferlegus  thaiifoir  sold  want  the  held, 

And  all  the  laif  hangit  quhill  thai  war  deid. 

And  had  nocht  hene  for  lufe  of  gude  Fergus, 

Quhilk  father  wes  to  this  ilk  Ferligus,  li 

He  had  bene  alane  amang  thame  that  same  da, 

For  ocht  the  king  micht  other  do  or  sft. 

Throw  counsall  and  requeist  of  the  king, 

The  lordis  all  consentit  to  that  thing, 

That  FerlegoB  that  tyme  sonld  be  maid  fre  i* 

Of  all  that  cryme  and  als  forgiffin  he, 

And  put  in  keiping  of  discretar  men, 

Quhilk  knawledge  had  him  [for]  to  teche  and  ken. 

The  tratouris  all  syne  that  the  tressoun  irrocbt, 

Without  dome  in  all  the  haist  tha  mocht,  il' 

Vpoun  ane  gallous  maid  thame  all  to  die ; 

Sua  endit  thair  all  thair  greit  tratorie. 

This  beand  done,  the  parliament  tuke  end, 

And  euerie  man  is  till  his  hame  Wend. 

King  Feretar,  as  he  wes  wont  befoir,  '        is< 

Greit  cuir  he  tuke  the  langar  ay  the  moir, 

Keipaud  alway  his  kinrik  in  glide  rest. 

With  lufe  and  lautie  quhill  his  tyme  mycht  leet. 

Riches  and  i-est  in  all  his  dayis  rang ; 
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For  all  the  pepill  planelie  with  dispyte 

On  Ferlegus  thairof  laid  all  the  wyte  ;  i860 

Makand  greit  duill  for  the  deid  of  thair  king, 

For  in  his  lyfe  tha  luifit  him  attour  all  thing; 

So  wes  he  louit  for  liberalitie, 

His  manheid,  meiknes  and  humanitie. 

Ane  saxtene  ^eir  amang  thame  he  did  ring,  i860 

Efter  the  day  that  he  wes  cro^v^lit  king. 

Quhen  Ferlegus  knew  thai  lield  him  suspect, 

To  saue  his  lyfe  he  fled  in  greit  effect 

Amang  the  Britis,  quhair  he  baid  all  his  dayis 

Rycht  wrachitlie,  as  that  my  author  sayis.  i87o 

His  wratchit  lyfe  syne  maid  ane  wratchit  end, 

For  sua  wald  God,  as  all  the  warld  kend. 

Matnus  the  Sone  of  Fergus,  efter  the  Deith 

OF  HIS    EmE  FeRETHARUS  •  AND    THE     FlEINQ 

OF  HIS  Brxtther  Ferlegus,  wes  crowkit  in 
Berigone. 

The  pepill  all  that  tyme  with  ane  assent, 

At  Berigone  into  plane  parliament, 

The  youngest  sone  of  Fergus  to  be  king  1876 

Crownit  thai  haif  thair  Maynus  the  ^ing. 

Thocht  he  wes  ^oimg  that  tyme,  lie  wes  no  page. 

For  twentie  ^eii*  and  foure  he  wes  of  age ; 

Waldin  and  wicht,  and  wyss  aneuch  thairwitb, 

Liberall  and  large,  lustie  of  lim  and  lyth.  I88O 

Richt  just  he  wes  and  fiill  of  gentres, 

AmiabiU,  awfoll,  worthie,  wicht  and  wyss.  lj^,  2  f.n. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  that  callit  wes  Strynus,  Col.  1. 

Hes  till  liim  send,  the  storie  tellLs  Urns, 

For  till  renew  the  band  wes  maid  befoir  ;  1885 

And  sua  thai  did  with  greit  louying  and  gloir. 

Tlie  ambaxat,  quhilk  wes  of  nobill  fame. 

With  greit  reward  tuke  leve  and  passit  hame. 


M  THE  BcriE  or  TH« 

How    TIIAT    HAHKITSIE    WBS    FIBSr  niSriTUTE   IK 

HOOTI.AMO,     AND    PBOPHAME    PLACES    OEDAMTE 

TiiAtnroia 

•riif  kiim  wHwltlilpmiK^  that  all  thing  was  wrocht, 

Wii  ^y\\\ii>  lwll»  WW  till  perfeoUoun  brocht,  i»o 

\\\\\  \\\  MtU  xnwpt<l  Uiiur  wea  nothing  availl, 

\V«t***si»  \Mv  \\vHy  K>t  it  behuuit  faill 

V^tt^^*^^*^(^•  *w  !»*»  S*rt  suddanelie  devyiaa 

^>v^^W  »'W'*«  R*  t*U  »u»k  SKcrifice, 

V  kVttV.  »*vv'  ^*»v»  '(;>t\>*»t  fitt  ft*  »ny  tonne,  18»» 

)f^  ^W  t*w  '.'*■  tVM'*  »»«*  regioon. 

^^<,vl>  \44^  <,>ir  i^H^U  ttwu  tukv.  fts  I  conadder, 

■VuU  lu  VV  *.'U»K  »hw  ^«»»*st  **one  Umi  set. 

V>u  t|t>  UkkU'  !j<.it<.tii4  with  ^init  cMvnBn; 

>i).\^  \nvi  l>hu  v<w  Umu  >^'  Bhur  t>twiiv*i>w. 

U\  iLutUiv  VMttUit  thiv  (4»M«  do»  nmuw; 

^uUu  likut  fit  W  tuV«  I  bid  [thame]  lane. 

VU'  l^iauu,  Auo  yioage  fur  and  bricht,  xaat 

[i\v\  Uw  gait  mak,  ^^le  set  it  vpoun  hicht, 

i\i  liiiuouv  hir  for  thair  goddis  and  quene 

lU'  woddia  wyld  and  hunting  als  lietuerie. 

Ctf  tiuae  and  mone  tua  ymages  ab  ht»  maid. 
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Qohat  suld  I  moir  remane  heir  in  this  thing? 

In  Albeoun  wes  nocht  ane  better  king, 

In  all  his  dayis  quhill  that  tha  mycht  lest; 

For  all  his  tyme  he  had  baith  pece  and  rest. 

And  teiris  nyne  aboue  tuentie  he  rang,  1926 

Syne  tnke  liis  leif  quhen  he  had  rung  so  lang. 

DOBNADILLA    THE    SONE    OF    MAYNUS,    EFTER    THE 

Deceis  OF  HIS  Father  wes  cRowNn  to  be 
King. 

Efter  the  tyme  that  Maynns  wes  deid, 

Than  Domadill  succeidit  in  his  steid; 

His  eldest  sone,  and  als  of  lauchfull  age, 

Baith  wyss  and  war,  and  constant  with  curage.       1930 

Quhilk  with  the  Fechtis  also  maid  gude  pece,  Col.  2. 

And  with  the  Britis  also,  or  he  wald  ceis. 

Amang  the  Britis  Elgone  that  tyme  did  ring, 

And  Thaales  also  of  Pechtis  wes  king. 

This  Domadill  hes  maid  all  weir  to  ceis,  1935 

For  in  his  tyme  he  louit  nocht  bot  pece. 

Peace  and  pastance,  plentie  and  all  plesonr, 

In  all  his  tyme  he  had  with  greit  honour. 

The  maist  pairt  than  of  bis  plesour  it  stude 

In  till  hunting,  he  thocht  the  game  sua  gude ;         1940 

He  ordand  als  that  euerie  man  of  micht 

Tua  houndis  haue,  and  rache  that  culd  rin  rycht, 

To  the  greit  game  quhen  he  thocht  tyme  till  go, 

For  his  plesour  and  thair  proffeit  also. 

ALs  gaue  command  with  ane  generall  indyte,  1946 

As  my  authour  dois  now  cleirlie  write, 

Quhen  ane  joHe  persauit  wes  ane  beist, 

Greit  or  small,  or  all  way  at  the  leist, 

Scho  suld  be  keipit  closlie  vnder  cuir 

Baith  fra  liir  sone  and  hir  progenitour ;  i960 

And  scho  war  lynit  with  ony  of  that  birth, 

Sic  hundis  thai  said  for  hunting  ar  na  worth, 
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For  sic  sibnes  and  also  sic  incest 

For  till  abhor,  him  thocht  that  that  wee  best 

And  gif  ane  man  that  ryma  in  the  &id 

War  lamit,  iitut,  or  ^t  maoldt  be  maid, 

Qahairthrow-  he  war  TnaUll  for  till  bunt, 

To  lyn  or  gang  befoir  as  be  war  wont, 

Or  fira  all  laubour  gif  that  he  war  lost. 

To  be  austenit  of  the  commouu  cost, 

And  haif  his  neidia,  in  all  thing  inoir  and  l«e. 

In  sufficience  withoutin  distres. 

Quhat  euer  he  war  that  put  ane  wolf  to  deid, 

That  he  sould  haif,  but  ony  pie;  or  pleid, 

For  his  reward  that  tyme  to  haif  one  kow, 

Quhair  he  tliocht  best  out  of  the  kingis  bow. 

And  ala  thairwith  he  mtdd  the  hunting  law 

To  this  effect,  aa  I  sail  to  ^ow  schaw, 

That  nothing  sould  but  law  be  at  the  leiflt ; 

Quhat  hound  he  wes  that  ledrit  first  ane  heist. 

Sua  to  the  deid  that  he  did  with  him  hyde. 

For  hia  rewarde  that  he  sould  haif  his  hyde. 

He  that  bait  neist  and  baid  qnhill  he  wes  sl&ne, 

Bayth  heid  and  homis  to  his  part  suld  remone. 

And  gif  it  hapuis  sic  thing  to  be  in  dont. 

To  cheis  ane  syis  than  of  the  best  about ; 

Be  Diana  thair  goddis  gar  thame  sweir, 
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Confiriiiand  wes  to  the  law  maid  beforne 

By  king  Fergus  ricbt  lang  or  he  wes  boriie. 

For  ilk  transgressioun  ordand  hes  remeid, 

For  tbift  and  reif,  and  for  oppressioim  deid ;  1990 

For  sic  tranflgres  lie  thocht  na  les  niyclit  gane, 

For  les  trespas  he  ordaned  hes  les  pane. 

And  thame  to  keip  deliuerit  hes  he  than, 

To  ane  discreit  and  circumspect  trew  man, 

Quhilk  callit  wes  interpretour  of  law,  1996 

In  jugement  ay  for  to  reid  and  schaw, 

Qiihen  ony  wes  condampnit  for  his  deid, 

In  jugement  that  he  sould  planelie  reid, 

And  opinlie  befoir  thame  all  to  schaw 

For  his  recet  quhat  wes  the  pane  of  law.  2000 

Moir  of  this  king  quhat  sail  I  to  ^ow  sa  ? 

In  pece  and  rest  he  leuit  mony  da. 

And  all  his  liegis  louit  him  richt  weill, 

And  he  thame  [als]  for  he  wes  trew  as  stcill. 

In  all  his  tyme  salfe  thai  war  and  saucht.  2005 

Syne  tuentie  ^eir  fra  he  had  ring  and  audit,. 

Into  eild,  as  that  my  author  sayis, 

Payit  his  dett  into  his  latter  dayis. 

To  Berigone  thai  buir  him  on  his  beir, 

On  sic  favssone  that  tyme  as  did  effeir  ;  2010 

With  laud  and  gloir,  pomp  and  hie  honour, 

Tha  sesit  him  thair  in  his  sepultour. 

How    NOTHATUS,   THE    BrUTHER    OF    DORNADILLA, 

was  crovnit,   efter  the  departing  of  his 
Bruther  Dornadilla. 

Quhen  Domadill  his  dais  hatl  so  endit, 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  his  legis  neuir  offendit, 

Reuthar  hes  sone,  quliilk  wes  his  narrest  air,  3016 

Richt  ^oung  he  wes,  bayth  plesand  and  preclair, 

Wes  put  in  cuir,  that  tyme  as  wes  the  gyss. 

Of  leill  trew  men  ([uhilk  aigit  war  and  wyiss, 
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Him  for  till  leiche,  but  odj  violence. 
All  policie  perteniug  to  ane  prince. 
Nothatus  syne,  this  Dornadillis  bruther, 
Quhilk  oblist  wea  that  tyme  afoir  ony  vther, 
With  haill  cotLseiit  than  to  be  crownit  king, 
For  aU  his  tymc  amang  thame  for  to  ring. 


This  Nothatds,  sone  eftee  he  was  ckownit, 

WAS  ANE  ETCHT  ILL  VICTOUS   MaN  AND  BYCHT 
ILL   LOUIT. 

Sone  efter  that,  within  les  nor  ane  2eir,  aoss 

Perturbit  wes  all  stait  and  maid  on  steir. 

Sic  wickit  wayea  amang  thame  hes  he  wrocht. 

That  he  wes  lyke  to  bring  thame  all  at  nocht ; 

Wes  never  none  intill  his  tyme  so  nyce, 

So  full  he  wea  of  auerice  and  vyce ;  boso 

Rycht  fals  but  fredome,  withoutin  fayth  or  fame, 

Id  all  hie  tyme  he  doutit  neuir  echama 

Sopit  and  sweir,  sleipand  into  sleuth ; 

Ontrew  all  tj'me  wjthoutin  ony  treuth  ; 

Wrangua,  wilfull,  but  ony  wit  or  akill  ;■  2036 

Infectit  with  folie,  followand  ay  his  will ; 

Cruell  and  crabit,  and  cankerit  of  kynd ; 
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How  DOWALUS,  THE  LORD  OF  BBIGANTIA,  CON- 
SPYRIT  AGAINS  NOTHATUS,  AND  SLEW  HIM  IN 
ANE  QUYET  PLACE. 

In  that  same  tyme^  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ane  nobill  man,  lord  of  Brigantia,  206O 

The  quhilk  Dowalus  callit  wes  to  name, 

Ane  man  he  wes  of  greit  honour  and  fame, 

At  this  ilk  king  that  tyme  he  had  greit  invy, 

Quhilk  mouit  him  with  grit  melancoly. 

So  sad  and  sair  into  his  mind  did  sink,  2066 

Quhilk  of  desyre  he  drukin  hes  ane  drink, 

Quhilk  did  infect  the  langor  ay  the  moir, 

Into  his  mynd  rycht  suddanelie  and  soir 

Agane  this  king  ane  counsall  he  hes  wrocht, 

Quhilk  suddanelie  brocht  Scotland  all  to  nocht.       2060 

In  that  counsall,  quhair  thair  wes  mony  man, 

Awiftng  thame  all  Dowalus  thus  began : 

"  Lordis/'  he  said,  "  and  tender  freindis  deir, 

"  This  is  the  cans  we  ar  convenit  heir ; 

"  For  to  reforme,  alss  far  as  that  we  ma,  2066 

"  Inormitie  befoir  oure  face  ilk  day, 

Of  murthure,  slauchter,  and  all  vther  thing, 
Quhilk  is  committit  throw  this  cruell  king. 
"  No  king  he  is,  bot  monstour  mervelous, 

Till  all  ihiB  warld  horribill  and  odious,  2070 

Quhilk  abill  is  this  kinrik  to  distroy. 
That  lang  hes  rung  befoir  in  welth  and  joy. 
Thairfoir  in  tyme  provyde  for  sum  remeid, 
"  Or  dreidles  than  we  man  all  suffer  deid. 
"  So  wrangus  wayes  agane  us  he  hes  wrocht,  2075 

"  Quhairthrow  he  will  sune  bring  us  all  to  nocht. 
The  nobill  blude  he  has  distroyit  haill. 
The  commoun  weill  rycht  far  he  hes  gart  faill ; 
"  Leill  lawboraris  for  law  hes  left  the  land ; 

Stakkis  no  stoir  into  na  stait  ma  stand.  208O 
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"  My  coiiDsall  is,  suffer  no  luoir  sic  tiling, 
"  Bot  to  revenge  wb  on'  jond  crwell  king, 
"  Of  eJo  vie  way  for  his  iniquitie, 
"  That  efterwart  it  may  exempUl  he 
a.  "  To  king  and  prince,  or  gouemour,  ilk  deill,  soes 

"  Wysar  in  tyme  to  gyde  the  conimoun  welll. 
"  And  ^oung  Reutbor,  this  tyme  quhilk  is  our  prince, 
"  Mak  oure  gyde,  cure  forte,  and  oure  defence. 
"  I[f]  salbe  he  sail  tak  this  thing  on  hand, 
"  Quhat  euer  we  do  be  eallit  his  command."  soeo 

Sic  haitrent  than  thai  had  all  of  thair  king, 
l^t  euerilk  man  content  wes  of  that  thing  ; 
Decretit  hes,  quhen  tyme  wes  oportiine. 
As  he  hes  said,  that  all  thing  suld  be  dona 
And  so  it  wes,  within  ane  lytill  space  s09e 

This  king  heand  intiU  ane  quiet  place, 
ypoim  ane  tyme  as  hapnit  so  to  be. 
At  the  hunting  bot  witht  ane  few  menjie  ; 
Quhen  this  Dowalus  sic  thing  did  considder. 
Into  all  haist  rycht  sone  he  sped  him  bidder.  8100 

Syne  quhen  he  come  in  presence  of  the  king. 
He  arguit  him  of  money  sindrie  thing, 
Desyrand  aU  sua  till  reformit  be ; 
And  he  ogane  ansuerlt  rycht  erabitlie. 
And  Bueir  oft  syia  ane  mendis  for  to  haif  Rios 

Of  liiiii  iinJ  his,  and  ah  »t'  all  the  laif. 
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How  DowALUs,  Lord  of  B^igantia,  agaije  the 
Law  gabt  croun  the  Prince  Routhar 
QUHiLK  WES  wrrpiN  Age. 

The  prince  Bouthar  that  tyme,  thocht  he  wes  Zuig, 

In  Berigone  wes  crownit  to  be  king. 

Ane  man  thair  wes  into  that  tjnne  alsua,  2116 

Callit  Ferquhart,  lord  of  Novantia, 

Had  to  his  wyfe  the  dochter  of  that  king, 

Commouit  wes  richt  far  agane  that  thing ; 

And  day  nor  nycht  suithlie  he  cessit  nocht, 

Qnhill  that  his  pnrpois  till  ane  end  wes  brochi       2120 

In  Berigone  ane  counsall  he  gart  call, 

And  wamit  hes  the  lordis  that  tyme  all, 

To  gif  presence  in  that  place  to  prouide 

In  peace  and  rest  the  kinrik  for  till  gyde  ; 

And  speciallie  that  tyme  to  mak  debait  2126 

Contrair  Dowalus  and  his  &ls  dissait. 

The  day  wes  cunutiit  that  this  coimsail  suld  hald, 

Quhair  mony  lord  and  money  barroun  bald 

Come  in  that  tyme  with  anefeld  mynd  and  hart, 

To  follow  Farquhart  and  till  tak  his  pairt.  2180 

So  suddanelie  sic  thing  wes  nocht  jit  done, 

Quhill  this  Dowalus  thairof  knew  rycht  sone. 

Fra  he  that  knew  thairin  he  wes  nocht  Udder, 

Bot  in  all  haist  he  had  him  rycht  sone  bidder, 

With  armit  men  ane  rycht  greit  companye,  2186 

Vncallit  come  to  that  counsall  in  hy. 

Amang  thame  all  he  enterit  thair  in  cace, 

As  he  wes  wynt,  sat  doun  into  his  place. 

Quhen  all  wes  set  in  saittis  by  and  by, 

Tliis  ilk  Ferquhart  vp  that  he  stude  in  hy,  2140     Coi.  2. 

Witht  laureat  language  and  pret  for  till  prys, 

His '  orisoun  begouth  he  on  this  wyss. 
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How  Fewjuhabt,  the  Lobd  op  Notance,  set  an  E 

COUNSALL  IN   BeBIGONE  AOANIS  DoWALUB  FOB 
THE  DeID  of  the  EiNQ. 

"  Lordis,"  he  said,  "  lieir  is  ane  felloun  thing : 

"  First  to  conaidder  the  slauchter  of  oure  king, 

"  Rycht  tratourlie  this  tyme  as  ye  may  se,  81M 

"  But  law  or  dome  or  jit  autboritie. 

"  Traiet  weiU,"  he  said,  "gif  I  ryclit  wnderatand, 

"  Lakit  we  ar  thairfoir  in  euerilk  land, 

"  And  till  WB  all  it  is  bayth  skayth  and  schame, 

"  And  to  the  realme  perpetuallie  de&me.  2160 

"  Vnpuneist  now  and  je  lat  paa  sic  thing, 

"  Ane  dog  wilbe  moir  doutit  nor  ane  king. 

"  So  mony  way  is  we  ar  put  to  the  war, 

"  For-quhy  oure  law  contempnit  ie  rycht  far 

"  Be  priuat  counsaJI  into  mony  thing,  siGS 

"  Quhilk  crownit  hea  ane  barne  to  be  oiu-  king, 

"  Agane  the  law,  and  als  fiir  aa  I  haif  feill, 

"  At  thair  plesoiir  contrar  the  commoun  weill, 

"  Quhairthrow  thai  may  exerce  thair  tyrannie, 

"  That  fals  cotmsall  quhilk  hes  at  wa  invie."  2isi) 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  Dowalus,  fell  of  yre, 

Him  ansuer  maid  als  het  as  ony  fyre : 
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This  wes  the  cans  sone  efter  of  greit  sorrow,  2175 

Sic  in  ScoUand  was  neuir  sene  beforrow ; 

Of  weir  and  wrak,  and  mekill  wi*ang  abusioun, 

Quhilk  brocht  the  kiiirik  efter  till  confnsioun. 

Ouir  all  the  land  lord  or  laird  wes  nane, 

Bot  he  tnke  part  at  that  tyme  witht  the  tane.       218O 

The  kinrik  than  diuidit  wes  in  tua ; 

Quha  had  the  rycht  I  can  nocht  to  ^ow  sa. 

Be  ^e  juges  ^e  present  in  this  place, 

And  how  it  was  I  sail  tell  all  the  cace. 

And  baith  thair  richtis  l>efoir  tow  I  sail  la,  2185 

Considder  syne  and  put  the  werss  awa.' 

Thocht  this  Dowalus  faillit  in  sum  thing, 

As  for  the  first  in  slauchter  of  the  king. 

He  did  that  tyme  but  authoritie 

Of  the  haill  realme  or  lit  communitie,  2100 

His  mynd  wes  gude,  suppois  his  deid  wes  ill,  Lib.2.f.i2b. 

Sua  that  he  had  gane  ordourlie  thairtill. 

For  he  pretendit  to  na  vther  thing, 

Bot  reformatioun  that  tyme  of  the  king, 

And  for  till  put  the  pepill  out  of  pyne,  2195 

And  all  the  land  quhilk  wes  in  poynt  to  tyne : 

His  will  wes  nocht  that  tyme  the  king  to  sla, 

On  auenture  suppois  it  hapnit  sua. 

To  say  the  suith  syne  to  the  secimd  thing, 

To  croun  ane  bame  to  be  ane  prince  or  king  2200 

Agane  the  law,  I  grant  he  did  nocht  weill ; 

He  wes  to  pardoun,  neuirthelea,  sum  deill ; 

For  he  traistit,  throw  liLs  authoritie, 

Fra  all  his  fais  to  defend  him  frie. 

This  Farquhart,  of  quhome  I  spak  of  befoir,  2205 

Inclynit  wes  to  vanitie  and  gloir ; 

In  all  his  tyme  he  wes  of  sic  conditioun, 

That  he  desyrit  stait  and  greit  ambitioun. 

That  wes  the  cans  that  gart  him  mak  debait, 

For  Weill  he  wist  that  it  pertenit  stait  2210 

To  him  that  tyme,  and  he  mycht  victour  be 

Of  this  Dowalus  and  his  company ; 
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Qulmirtlirow  he  mycht  cum  to  so  greit  honour 

Trowaod  tliat  tyme  to  be  maid  gouernoiir. 

As  he  that  tyme  wes  of  sa  hie  curage,  891^ 

Quhill  that  the  king  come  till  perfytar  age. 

And,  for  to  stand  into  the  pepillis  grace, 

He  fenzeit  all  thing  with  ane  doubiil  £ace ; 

Sayond  lie  did  all  for  the  commoun  weill, 

Quhairby  he  thoclit  their  freindschip  for  till  feill.    Esso 

Heir  half  I  laid  thair  ryditia  bayth  togidder 

Befoir  tow  heir,  quliairfoir  lat  ^ow  considder 

Qufaa  hea  the  rycht,  and  argo  weill  ^airfoir ; 

Syne  cast  the  weret  aa  ^e  think  ouir  the  stoir. 

And  to  my  purpois,  aa  I  first  began,  asat 

Now  will  I  paa  the  narreat  way  I  can. 

How      D0W.iLUS      MAREIT     ROL'TJIAJI      VPONE     THE 
DOfHTEB  TO   CiKTHUS,  THK   KlNCl  OF  PeCHTIS.' 
Quheii  thifl  counsaJl  wes  endit  so  and  done ; 
Then  euerilk  man,  quheii  tyme  wes  oportune, 
Prouidit  hes  with  mony  gudlie  man, 
Ilk  for  him  self  the  be.st  way  that  he  can.  ssao 

This  Dowaliis  that  wes  rycht  full  of  slicht, 
Coiisidderit  hes  how  he  micht  hald  hia  richt. 
The  king  of  Peohtis  caltit  wes  Gettis, 
In  to  the  tyme  my  storie  tellis  thus  ; 
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Vnfenetlie  all  haill  power  and  micbt,  2246 

Him  to  defend  baith  in  wrang  and  rycht. 

The  tother  pairt  also  wes  nothing  sueir,  Col.  2. 

On  all  the  land  sendand  baith  far  and  neir, 

To  gather  men  with  wisdome  and  with  wylLs 

In  Trland,  Orknay,  and  ouir  all  the  Ylis.  2250 

With  schip  and  boit,  fra  euerilk  cost  to  cost, 

Within  schort  quhile  gatherit  ane  rycht  greit  ost. 

Ten  thousand  men,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Syne  semlit  hes  togither  on  ane  da, 

To  follow  him  alway  quhair  euir  he  will  2256 

And  tak  his  pairt  baith  in  gude  and  iU. 

Quhen  thai  war  gatherit  of  ane  gudlie  gyiss. 

This  ilk  Ferquhard  said  till  thame  on  this  wyisa  : 

"  My  lordis  all,  it  is  weill  to  ^ow  knawin, 

**  The  fals  tressoun  sa  opinlie  is  schawin,  226O 

"  Be  the  tratour,  dissaitfull  Dowalus, 

"  The  quhilk  hes  slane  oure  gude  king  Nothatus. 

'^  Riches  and  rest  all  in  his  dais  rang, 

*'  Plesour  and  plentie  without  weir  or  wrang ; 

Larges  and  luk,  honour  and  honestie  ;  2266 

In  all  his  tyme  ane  nobill  prince  wes  he. 
"  And  als  it  is  weill  knawin  till  tow  aw, 
"  How  that  he  has  far  abrogat  oure  law, 
"  Into  the  crownyng  of  sa  toung  ane  king, 
**  Quhilkis  hurtis  ws  in  mony  sindrie  thing ;  2270 

"  And  be  it  nocht  remeidit  into  tyme, 

Sen  ^outhheid  Ls  without  ressoun  or  ryme, 

All  wilbe  lost  [or]  we  half  leuit  lang, 
"  Be  way  of  deid,  be  mekill  oppin  wrang. 
**  And  mairattouir,  I  traist  weill  that  ^e  ken,  2275 

"  Bot  laitlie  now  so  mony  nobill  men 
"  Rycht  crewalie  he  gart  put  to  the  deid, 

At  Berigone  quhair  thair  wes  no  remeid ; 

The  king  of  Pechtis  Getus  dochter  ^ing 

**  He  weddit  lies  with  him  that  he  maid  king ;       2280 

*'  Traisting  by  liim  and  his  aflinitio 

'*  Of  ws  to  haif  the  liaill  authoritio. 

E  2 


it 


6S 


THE  BniK   OF  THE 


'  Ane  secreit  seruand  of  liis  hcs  ine  schawin, 

'  Quliilk  to  low  all  now  lieir  I  mak  it  kiiawin, 

'  That  be  pretendis,  throw  malice  and  invy,  ssss 

'  Qif  bapois  him  to  baif  tbe  victorie, 

'  As  God  forbid  of  ws  that  sua  be  Bene  ! 

*  Of  euerilk  man  to  put  out  baytU  Iiis  ene, 
'  Bayth  noia  and  eiria  circumsyde  also, 

'  And  secreit  memberis  cut  tbe  bodie  fro.  3290 

*  Syne  all  oure  tyme,  we  tliat  ar  nobill  blude 
'  IJeif  vnder  bim  into  vyle  seruitude. 

'  0  stus  gallandis  now  blumand  into  jouth, 

'  Baitbt  fresche  and  fair,  the  quhilk  hes  Btrentb  aneucb, 

'  Agane  tour  fa  in  feild  for  till  defend  ;  8S9G 

'  And  ala  tbairwith  I  mak  it  to  ^ow  kend, 

'  That  oure  godea  sail  gif  ws  victorie 

'  Of  zone  tiranne  sa  fell  is  his  envie, 

'  In  no  jomay  lycbt  fair  that  be  may  fidl, 

'  So  fer  contermit  hes  oure  godia  all,  bsoo 

'  And  vilipendit  baytb  thair  &yth  and  law, 

'  Qubairfoir  on  force  now  he  man  baif  ane  faw. 

'  Sen  sua  it  is  that  we  haif  all  the  rycbt, 

'  And  godis  help  with  sic  pon'er  and  mycbt, 

'  Quhy  auld  we '  dreid  jone  tratour  tUl  aasailzie,    B306 

'  In  aU  bis  tyme  wea  neuir  jit  worth  ane  melzie  i 

'  Now  lat  ws  fecbfc,  t!l.^i^  k  no  lyrno  to  flic. 
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How    THAT    DOWALUS    AND     FbrQUHAUD    MET    IN 
PLANE  BATTELL  AT   BeRIGO. 

Be  this  Dowalus,  with  ane  royall  est, 

Come  at  the  hand  with  mekle  schoir  and  bost; 

And  syne  in  feild  he  lichtit  doun  anone 

Vpone  ane  plane  wes  neir  by  Berigone.  2320 

Na  joy  thair  is  in  erth  that  ay  will  lest : 

Scotland  befoir  into  gude  peace  and  rest 

Ane  hundret  ^eir  but  ony  weir  it  rang ; 

Quhen  it  had  rung  into  gude  pece  so  lang, 

Be  tua  tratoinis  it  wes  maid  all  on  steir  2325 

Throuche  thair  vane  gloir,  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir. 

Singular  proiiit  and  ^oung  counsall  also, 

And  auerice  that  no  tyme  will  cry  ho, 

Pomp  and  pryde,  and  prodigalitie, 

Brocht  all  Scotland  to  greit  miseritie.  2330 

For  sic  mischeif  tit  with  na  levand  man 

Was  neuir  sene  sen  that  the  warld  began. 

The  tyme  wes  fund,  thair  wes  no  langar  ho, 

That  euerilk  man  fuir  fordward  till  his  fo, 

With  swordis  schai-pe,  weill  schroudit  vnder  scheild,  2335 

Freklie  on  fiite  thair  haif  tha  tane  the  feild. 

The  dartis  flew  lyke  fyre  out  of  the  flynt, 

DarfTul  and  dour,  with  mony  deidlie  dynt. 

Tha  rappit  on  sa  loidUe  with  greit  reird, 

Quhill  schawls  schuik,  and  trimlit  aU  the  erd.  2340 

Into  that  stour  so  stiflie  that  thai  stude, 

Quhill  all  the  brym  wes  breirdit  ouir  with  blude. 

The  grittest  stait  that  wes  in  all  that  stound, 

In  his  bodie  buir  mony  deidUe  wound. 

Scheildis  war  schome,  and  helmis  hewin  in  tua,       2346 

Full  mony  duchtie  deit  thair  that  da. 

Tha  faucht  so  lang  quhill  tha  wer  neir  confoundit, 

In  bayth  the  pairteis  mony  slane  and  woundit. 

Into  that  feild  so  furiouslie  thai  fuir, 

That  tha  micht  nocht  lest  langar  to  induir :  2360 
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Trewia  thai  tuke  that  tyme  quhiU  efter  none, 
TraUtand  thairetler  better  till  haif  done. 
All  wes  for  nocht  suitblie,  ea  God  me  sane, 
Of  greit  treaaoun  thaJr  followia  mony  trane : 
Thair  wes  no  tretie  that  tyme  mycht  availl,  MU 

Bot  to  the  feild  agane  hot  ony  &ilL 
The  tyme  wes  cuming  that  the  trewia  past 
Than  euerilk  grume,  rycht  giidlie  vnagast, 
On  to  the  feild  as  that  tha  did  befoir, 
Co'-  3.    Bownit  agane  with  mekle  host  and  echoir.  sSM 

Thair  wes  no  let  that  tyme,  tha  war  nocht  Udder, 
The  men  of  armes  nidlie  ran  t<^dder, 
Speiris  brak,  and  Bcheildb  sched  and  clane, 
Helmes  wer  hewin  quliill  all  the  ruvis  rau& 
The  branditi  brycht  so  bitterKe  did  byte,  um 

That  all  thair  mal^eu  mendit  nocht  one  myte ; 
8a  stoutlie  tlian  togidder  that  l^ai  straik, 
QuhiU  rocliis  rang,  and  aU  the  erd  did  schaik. 
Dowalus  Caucht  so  lang  into  that  stound, 
In  his  bodie  buir  mony  bludie  wound,  mo 

And  nil  hia  men  that  tyme  than  tuke  to  flie  ; 
Sic  force  it  wes  Ferquhard  wes  ma  nor  he. 
On  tUl  ane  strenth,  that  tyme  wes  neirhand  by. 
He  and  hb  men  thai  drew  thame  haistely ; 
Quhair  he  wist  weiU  tlia  miclit  [thame]  nocht  invaid,  8»76 
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Dowaliis  than  quhilk  had  greit  noy  all  nycht, 

Rycht  glaid  he  wes  quhen  he  beheld  that  sicht ;     2390 

Sic  curage  than  of  his  cuming  he  tuke, 

He  and  his  men  all  cowardnes  forisuik, 

And  pertlie  than  arrayit  on  the  plane, 

Rycht  suddanlie  to  gif  thame  feild  agane. 

This  king  of  Pechtis  that  come  in  his  supple,  2395 

With  ane  loud  voce  he  cryit  vpone  hie, 

£xhortand  thame  to  tak  curage  ilkane, 

For  to  revenge  the  skayth  that  tha  had  tane. 

**  Dreid  nocht,"  he  said,  "  for  we  ar  men  anew  ; 

Rycht  Weill  I  wait  that  we  will  all  be  trew,       24oo 

We  ar  all  fresche  vnful^eit  into  feild, 

Oure  fais  woundit  and  may  nocht  wapynis  [weild], 
**  No  maLstres  till  ws  without  ganestande 
"  ^ond  folk  on  force  to  bind  bayth  fute  and  [hand]/' 
Vpone  sic  wayes  as  he  did  tham^  exhort,  2406 

Hes  causit  thame  to  enrage  and  confort. 
Ferquliard  also,  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 
Buskit  for  battell  baldlie  for  till  byde ; 
And  till  his  men  that  samin  tyme  said  he, 

Dreid  nocht  this  tyme  for  all  ^ond  folk  le  se ;    2410 

We  ar  anew  to  fecht  agane  thame  bayth, 

For  at  this  tyme  we  haif  tane  litill  skayth ; 
"  Of  ^ame  riclit  mony  we  haif  maid  till  die, 
"  And  all  the  laif  rycht  schamefullie  to  fle. 
"  All  ^ond  folk  ^e  se  befoir  ^our  ene,  2416 

'*  Cowartlie  tha  fled  fra  ws  tistrene  ; 

In  tliair  bodeis  beiris  woundis  wyde 

Quliilk  nocht  [thame]  suflfer  in  ane  feild  to  byde."    Lib.2,f.i3b. 
"  No  moir :"  he  Siiid,  "  lat  goddis  schaw  the  rycht !"        ^^  ^' 
With  that  the  tiiimpettis  blew  ilkone  on  hicht,        2420 
With  sic  ane  reird,  ([uhill  all  the  rochis  rang. 
Fra  bowis  Ijent  tliai  lute  braid  arrowis  gang. 
TJia  raschit  on  with  mony  rudhe  rap, 
Frekis  war  feld  with  mony  ferslie  flap  ; 
Mony  war  stickit  stark  deid  in  that  stound,  2426 

LiHud   in  feild  witli  mony  bludie  womid ; 
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Heidis  war  hewin  evin  to  the  hols  all  doun ; 

Schulderis  war  eched,  and  mony  laid  ia  Bwoun ; 

BreiaUs  did  birst,  and  bokkit  out  of  blude  ; 

Thair  wes  no  stuff  thair  steill  wapynia  ganestude.   2M0 

Fell  wes  the  fecht,  and  rycht  atrang  wes  the  atour, 

Indurand  ay  with  mony  dyntia  dour, 

But  victouri  onwittin  of  ony  wicht. 

Tha  ceissit  not  quhill  twynnit  thame  the  nycht,    , 

In  fnlt  of  licht,  quhilk  to  thame  yea  no  lak,  sisfi 

Rycht  softlie  than  thai  akalit  bayth  abak  ; 

For  lose  of  licht  thai  left  the  feild  that  tyme, 

Langar  to  fecht  thai  micht  nocht  ae  anc  stynie. 

In  Albeoun,  aen  weiriy  first  began, 

Wes  neuir  sene  ^it  with  no  levand  man,  2UO 

So  muche  sorrow  as  that  tyme  mycht  be  sene, 

Qubair  tuentie  thouaand  lay  deid  on  tlie  gnind. 

Bot  aucht  hundretht'  amang  the  levand  than. 

On  baith  the  syidia  thair  wea  nocht  left  ane  man ; 

For  thair  wes  slane  the  tinmne  Dowalua,  SMC 

And  king  of  Fechtis  that  callit  wes  Getus ; 

The  nobill  blude  and  baronis  of  this  land 

Of  Scotland,  ala  that  tyme  I  vnderstand, 

Deit  that  da  with  raony  woundis  wyde ; 

Ferquhard  the  fox  als  on  the  vther  syde.  swo 

Baitht  lord  and  hiird,  and  mony  nobill  man, 
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Qulien  ^e  half  senc  than  sa  as  euir  ^e  wiU,  2465 

As  for  myself  I  say  no  moir  thairtill. 

Dowalus  men  that  tyme  that  left  the  feild, 

On  to  ane  strenth  thai  drew  thame  and  ane  beild. 

Syne  on  that  nycht,  ane  lytill  fon'ow  da, 

Tha  tuke  purpois  and  passit  hame  awa.  2470 

Vpoun  the  mome  quhen  it  wes  fair  day  lycht, 

The  tother  pairt  saw  thai  war  out  of  sicht ; 

Tha  maid  ane  chace,  as  my  author  dois  tell, 

[To]  Celidane  casteU,  callit  now  Dunkell. 

Thame  thai  ouirtuke  tha  chaipit  neuir  nane,  2475 

[Bot]  Rauthor  the  toung  king  that  wes  tane.  Col.  2. 

Tha  sparit  him  becaus  he  wes  sa  ^ing, 

Saikles  he  wes,  tha  wist  weill,  of  sic  thing. 

To  Berigone  with  him  ^eid  hame  agane, 

Into  that  citie  still  thair  to  remane.  2480 

My  dullie  wit  dow[i8]  nocht  till  indyte, 

Nor  ^it  my  pen  with  patiens  for  till  writ. 

Of  Scotland,  Pechtland,  the  greit  meseritie. 

The  sair  complaynt  of  infortunitie ; 

Tlie  murning  mude  of  euerie  Avyfe  and  man,  2485 

Wareand  the  wicht  quhairin  the  Avyle  began ; 

The  dule,  tlie  dolour  thairof  bayth  da  and  nycht. 

The  weiping  virgen,  the  wo  of  eume  wycht. 

Greit  harme  it  wes  in  hart  thame  for  till  heir, 

The  baill,  the  baiTat,  and  the  daylie  beir,  2490 

The  sorrowfuU  sound  that  tyme  of  ^oung  and  aid, 

The  clamorous  cry  with  ciniell  tairis  cald, 

The  greitting,  gowling,  and  the  greit  distres, 

The  murning,  meaning,  baith  of  mair  and  les. 

In  Scotland,  Pechland,  suithlie,  sa  God  uic  saue,     2A95 

Wes  nocht  ane  left  wes  woi*tli  to  gyde  the  laue ; 

Or  fra  thair  fais  that  cukl  thame  defend. 

Alace !  tliairfoir  all  maid  ane  wratchit  end  : 

As  word  by  word  befoir  low  le  sail  find, 

For  all  the  wci*st  remanis  tit  behind.  25oo 
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How    THE    Burfii    pjjr    tsi    Slotrs  xsb   tbb 

PdCSXB    KUTB    •JCT  'JT   THAIK  AVIS    LaXIHS 
BE   THK  5H£K   '.■¥   Xm.    T"^** 

The  tuat.  th-i  &<ecici.  of  itas  wiefeiG  vnr. 

RadHe  w«9  mzK;  ^  eosQ^  maan^  or : 

Svift  as  aae  svaSoca  t&rjv  AIb«c^Ei  h  flav. 

Throw-  ScocIuhL  Pecb^<i  sc-i  Brioiw  aw. 

And  qnlwu  the  Kxcii  knfw  and  Tndastok  sui 

How  in  ScocIukI  wes  s^Cx  ai  mfkiO  tla>ie. 

And  how  thai  had  a>  ^mt  pcmnitie 

Of  men  of  gnde  to  kiif  aiisb>«n>e ; 

And  how  the  aptanc*  trewEe  w«s  slane  doon. 

And  all  tbe  pej^l  pnt  baiU  U>  confoaotm  ;  SalO 

Ane  kii^  tha  had.  calHt  OmiE. 

Bajth  fers  and  fell  ma-I  and  mafitnos. 

Ryclit  glaid  be  wes  tha;  tyme  qnhoi  he  bard  tell 

The  gr&t  miacfakf  aman^  bt9  &a  that  fell : 

Bayth  da  and  nrdit  it  was  his  dc^rre  i«U 

Of  AlbeooD  to  half  the  baiH  impTre ; 

Syne  qnhen  be  saw  the  tyme  wes  oportone. 

In  gadlie  haist  eontiactis  hes  rycfat  soce 

Ane  roTiJI  ost  of  mekill  pomp  and  [tf^-de. 

Syne  enteiit  sone  in  at  the  h^nlonr  CT^de.  Siso 
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Baith  ^ouug  and  aid,  and  walk  that  mycLt  nocht  fle, 
War  with  the  Britis  put  in  captiuitie; 
And  als  the  land  ilk  bit  of  breid  and  lenth,  2535 

Tha  occupeit  with  euerie  toun  and  strenth. 
Quhen  that  wes  done  and  tha  had  no  ganestand, 
With  haiU  power  thai  come  into  Scotland; 
At  Calidone  wod,  ane  lytill  fra  ane  toim, 
Thaiichtit  thair  and  stentit  pal^eonis  doun.  2S4/o 


How  THE  Britis  and  the  Scottis  faucht  first 

AT     CaLIDONA    and    THE     ScOTTIS    TYNT    THE 

Feild. 

Exploratouris  than  haif  tha  send  in  liy 

Thai  war  expert,  to  speir  about  and  spy 

Gif  ony  Scot  apperit  on  the  plane ; 

And  sua  thai  did,  and  sone  tha  come  agaiie, 

And  schew  to  thame,  besyde  thame  that  tha  saw  2546 

Ane  small  power  betond  in  till  ane  schaw 

Come  at  thair  hand  thair  reddie,  as  I  wene. 

With  that  the  Britis  arrayit  thame  bedene. 

The  Scottis  men  thair  power  wes  rycht  small, 

Befoir  in  feild  thai  war  distroyit  all ;  2560 

iit  neuirtbeles  the  laue  war  leuand  than, 

Come  to  the  feild  that  tyme  baith  wyfe  and  man ; 

Tha  thocht  far  better  in  ane  feild  to  de, 

Nor  vnder  Britis  leue  in  captiuitie. 

The  Scottis  than  quhilk  cuming  war  in  sycht,         2555 

With  mony  trumpet  blawand  loud  on  hycht, 

The  braid  arrowis  aLs  fers  as  fyre  tha  flew, 

As  schairp  as  haill,  and  thik  as  ony  dew ; 

Into  the  air  fleand  with  ane  greit  sound, 

Ay  quhair  tha  hit  makand  ane  werkand  wound,    2660 

That  scharplie  schure  throw  bane  and  bi*anis 

bayth, 
Quhair  throw  the  Britis  sufferit  hes  greit  skayth. 
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Tlie  Scottu  bowmen  baldlie  did  tliauie  abyde ; 

Tlie  Britis  ala  vjKHin  tbe  \'tlier  sjde 

With  sword  and  knyfe,  with  lang  s[>eir  and  with  S««$ 

sclieild, 
Fraklie  that  tyme  thai  enterit  in  the  feil'l 
Tbe  Scottis  oist  wes  hot  ane  lytill  knot. 
Ten  Britis  tba  war  [thoir]  for  euerie  Scot; 
BecaoB  tiiair  number  that  tyme  wes  sa  small, 
That  day  in  feild  fortouu  gaif  thanie  ane  blL        2570 
Toa  thousand  men  than  of  tbe  best  wes  Blane, 
Tbe  lane  all  fled,  no  ]angar  might  reniana 
Ail  Scottis  then  sic  dreddour  tbairof  tuke, 
Fra  thai  dayis  furth  to  feuht  mair  tha  forsuik ; 
Behalduid  to  tbe  better  end  at  lentht,  SSTS 

And  euerie  man  syne  drew  him  to  ane  etrentbt. 
Dreidand  riclit  soir  tliai  war  for  sic  ane  fall, 
Frognosticat  it  wes  .amang  thaioe  all, 
Fra  Fergus  hous  fuillit  for  to  be  kiug, 
Scottis  in  ScotUnd  na  kugar  suld  ring.  ssso 


How  THAT  TIIE  KiKG  OP  BrTTIS  SEIGIT  THE  ToUN 
OF  BeRIGONE  KYCHT  LA.VG,  ASD  SYSE  TfKE 
IT   BE  TkESSOUX. 


CoL  2.     The  king  of  Britis  maid  him  b[oun] 
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And  worthelie  bes  worne  thame  fra  the  wa[ll],      2595 

Braid  arrowis  schot,  and  giit  stanis  lute  fa[ll]. 

The  Biitis  than,  for  all  thair  renouD, 

Disparit  wes  that  tyme  to  wyn  the  toun, 

Had  nocht  fortoun  tumit  hir  fikkill  quheill, 

It  had  bene  so  that  tyme  I  wot  rycht  weill.  2600 

Tha  ar  nocht  suir  that  standis  in  hir  grace, 

No  moir  war  tha  within  ane  lytill  space. 

It  preuit  Weill,  as  eith  mycht  be  presumit, 

Or  euir  tha  wist  thair  victuaJl  wes  consumit. 

Meit  or  drink  rycht  lytill  than  or  nane  2605 

Was  left  that  tyme  within  tha  wallis  o[f  stane]. 

And  than  to  connsall  ar  thai  passit  [sone], 

To  be  aduisit  quhat  best  wes  till  [done]. 

Sum  gaif  counsall  for  to  gif  ouir 

To  tlie  king  of  Britis  and  hald  of  him  the  [pouir],  2610 

And  iribut  ^eirlie  till  him  for  to  pa ; 

*  We  chaip  rycht  weill,"  tha  said,  "and  he  d[o  sa]. 
'  Rycht  hard  it  is  till  ws  to  tyne  oure  ly[vis], 

*  Oure  heretage,  oure  bamis  and  oure  w[yvis], 

*  Be  ony  way  and  we  can  mak  remeid.  26I0 
'  He  dreidis  nocht  that  can  nocht  [sic  thing]  dreid. 

'  Perforce  on  ws  now  and  he  wyn  the  [toun], 

'  Than  sail  we  loiss  bayth  lyfe,  kinrik  [and  croun]  ; 

'  Wyfe  and  barnis  all  in  bondage  brocht, 

*  Oure  heretage  and  airis  put  till  nocht ;  2620 
'  Within  schort  quhill  forget  als  quyt  [as  clene], 

*  Into  this  warld  as  we  had  neuir  [bene]. 
'  For  me  I  hald  for  greit  wisdome  now, 

'  The  narrest  perrell  first  for  till  [vmschew]  ;     .     .     . 
'  Quhill  efterwart  that  fortoun  tume 2625 

*  Hir  fikkill  quheill,  and  set  ws  vp  on  h     .     .     . 

'  Quhen  euir  scho  list  rycht  weill  it  [wilbe  done], 

'  As  tha  ar  now  set  ws  als  heiche  abone. 

'  Sumtyme  it  is  of  fortitude  ane  grie, 

'  On  till  ane  capitane  better  for  to  fle,  2630 

*  And  saifF  him  self  vntill  ane  better     .     .     . 
'  Nor  tyne  the  feild,  his  lyfe  and  \\\h     ,     .     . 
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"  Ab  for  my  self  I  can  na  better  sa, 

"  Qulia  lykts  nocht  than  do  the  best  tha  [ma]." 

Ane  vther  said,   "that  counsall  is  nocht  [gude],        seas 

"  For  veill  I  wait  tha  wordis  we  will  [rewid], 

"  And  we  do  sa,  to  loia  oure  l[ibertiel, 

"  And  wnder  thtune  leif  in  peD[uritie], 

"  DaUe  in  bondage " 

IJb.s,r.i4b.  [Ane  uther]  siud,  "  that  ooansaU  is  nocht  gnde.     e«40 
"  [Better  it  is]  to  de  witht  honest  ^ne 
"  [Upon  ane]  da,  nor  leif  with  lak  and  Bchame, 
"  [And  byde  to]  se  fuc  sichtia  as  wilbe  sene. 
"  [Our  wyfe]  and  bame  dalie  befoir  oure  ene, 
"  [To  b]e  defoulUt  and  oure  selffis  ouir  thrawin,     sstf 
"  [And  nocht]  dar  &ay  oure  aaullia  ar  oure  awin. 
"  [Thairfoir]  as  now,  for  me  I  hald  it  best, 
"  .     .     .     .     rycht  that  we  may  leif  in  rest  ; 
"  [Takyn]  the  chanoe  that  goddis  will  to  ws  send, 
"  .     .     .     de  and  byde  the  latter  end.  seso 

" it  is  tiiat  oure  victuallis  ar  &illteit, 

"  ■     .     .     .     dalie  ala  we  ar  rycht  Boir  assulteit. 

"  [M]y  eouusall  is  jit  byde  ane  grittar  blast, 

"  [Am]ang  oure  selflis  first  cavillis  for  till  cast ; 

"  By  prouidenoe  of  oure  goddia  devyne,  ssgg 

"  Quhome  eutr  rpoun  the  cavillis  dois  inclyne, 

"  [Quhithi]r  gude  knycht,  capitane  or  knaif. 
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Sa  niekle  fait  tlia  bad  of  lyuLs  fude, 
That  meDDis  flesche  tlia  thoucht  sueit  and  gude; 
[An]d  day  be  day  the  moir  ay  for  till  mene, 
[For]  sic  diBtres  thai  mycht  nocht  lang  sustene. 


How  COLANUS  IN  THE  BeLEIF  OF  THE  SeGE  OF 
BeRIGONE  WES  SLANE,  AND  ALL  THAT  WAR 
WITH  HIM. 

In  that  same  tyme,  my  storie  tellis  thus,  2676 

Ane  nobill  man  was  callit  Colanus, 

Held  of  ane  clan,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

The  grittest  man  in  all  Novantia, 

Greit  petie  had  of  thair  penuritie, 

Heirand  thair  mister  and  miseritie,  2680 

Dreidand  full  soir  that  thai  sould  all  be  lost ; 

[Qu]hairfoir  ane  haist  he  gatherit  hes  ane  ost 

[Of]  Novantynis  in  till  ane  gude  array, 

[And]  all  the  laif  that  levand  wes  that  day. 

[Fra]  Argatill  and  vther  landis  by,  2686 

[To]  skaill  the  sege  he  haistit  him  in  hy. 

[To]  Berigone  quhen  that  he  come  anone 

[With]  bowis  bent  to  battell  ar  thai  gone. 

[This  Co]lanus  that  principall  wes  than, 

[Ane  hun]dretht  men  he  had  of  his  awin  clan  ;       2690 

[Manlie  he  wes],  wyss  and  of  greit  valour, 

Befoir  thame  all  he  enterit  in  the  stour.  Col.  2. 

The  Britis  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde 

In  that  battell  richt  baldlie  did  abyde, 

Without  afFi-ay  togidder  all  ar  gane  ;  2696 

So  mycht  tha  weill,  thai  war  ay  tua  for  ane. 

The  gude  Colanus  on  the  tother  part, 

With  bowis  bent  and  mony  deidlie  dart, 

The  Britis  bald,  for  all  thair  greit  valour, 

Rycht  strait  wer  sted  with  him  into  that  stour.      27oo 

Of  this  nielle  quhat  sail  I  sa  tow  mair? 

Fell  mony  wicht  buir  wounds  werkand  sair. 
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'l^  Scuttia  tltnn  BO  biildlie  did  nbyde, 

QuhiU  luony  berae  vpoun  tlie  vtUer  syde, 

TliHt  wea  fell  bold,  lay  bulraud  in  tliair  blude  ;       270G 

Thair  wee  no  etrentlit  that  thair  straikis  gancstiide. 

Tliat  day  tlia  fauclit  so  furiouslie  and  fell, 

That  wounder  wer  to  ony  toung  to  tell. 

How  that  aa  few  folk  in  so  waik  estait, 

Agano  BO  mony  maid  bo  lang  debait.  E710 

Tha  thocht  moir  honour  in  the  feild  to  de. 

Out  of  tlie  feild  nne  fute  or  tha  wald  fle  ; 

And  BO  thai  did,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Faucht  to  the  deid.  the  leist  ane  man  that  da, 

So  wes  the  end  that  tyme  of  all  tliat  weir,  5716 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  Scottia  did  thame  na  deir. 

The  Scottis  than,  that  wes  into  that  toun, 

Fra  tyme  tha  saw  thair  awin  confusioun, 

Out  of  the  toun  at  ane  bak  ^et  tha  fled 

On  to  tbe  se,  and  als  with  thame  tha  had  S7S0 

Reuthar  thair  king  intill  ane  gay  gala, 

With  all  his  men,  and  ayne  tha  tuke  the  wa. 

Out  throw  the  se  rycht  eone  that  tyme  tha  socht, 

Till  Ireland  quhill  tha  war  saiflie  brocht  ; 

And  thair  he  baid  rycht  lang  and  mony  teir,         S725 

QuhiU  efterwart  aa  I  sail  acliaw  low  heir. 

Displeslt  wes  the  Britis  of  sic  thing ; 
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Tha  stanchit  nocht,  for  no  man  thame  ganestude, 

Qnhill  all  the  siretis  ran  ouir  with  reid  blude ; 

Dispyifullie  that  tyme  tha  sparit  nocht, 

Qnhill  to  the  deid  bayth  ^oung  and  aid  wes  brocht ; 

Syne  all  the  strenthis  that  war  in  Scotland^  2745 

Ilia  segit  all  and  sesit  in  thair  hand 

All  Scottis  blude  that  tyme  richt  &r  did  fle  Lib.2,f.i5. 

Fra  Albioun  furtht  in  the  Occident  se; 

Into  the  Yhs  that  tyme  fled  ilkone ; 

Bycht  few  remanit  into  Albione,  2760 

Except  ane  sort  that  laith  war  for  till  fle, 

And  fSsr  lather  subjectis  for  to  be. 

Tha  left  the  plane  and  drew  thame  to  ane  strenth. 

To  hillis  hie,  and  wodis  large  of  lenth. 

And  montanis  csld,    quhair  thai  mycht  byde  2755 

vnsocht  ;* 
To  thame  that  byding  wes  richt  deirlie  bocht. 
For  hunger  and  cald  thai  sufferit  in  that  wane, 
M^it  nor  drink  the  lang  symmer  gat  nane  ; 
Bot  herbis  grene  and  frutt  baith  evin  and  nune, 
Syne  watter  cald  to  drink  quhen  tha  had  done;     2760 
And  quhilis  milk  but  other  breid  or  aill. 
Without  kitching  or  ony  kynd  of  kailL 
In  winter  syne  baith  in  &ost  and  snaw, 
In  schouris  scharp  and  mony  felloun  flaw. 
In  craig  and  cleuche,  in  mony  bus  and  breir,  2765 

Thair  wer  thai  fed  than  of  the  fallow  deir, 
And  mekill  spul^e  than  oft  maid  on  the  plane ; 
Quhat  euer  thai  gat  thai  gaif  richt  nocht  agane ; 
And  of  the  Britis  sindrie  als  tha  slew, 
In  contrair  thame  that  come  to  mak  reskew.  2770 

Ane  lang  quhile  thus  thai  leuit  on  thair  pra, 
Tuelf  ^eiris  and  ma  thai  weiris  lestit  sa; 
In  the  begynning  of  the  threttene  jeir 
How  it  hapnit  harkin  and  ^e  sail  heir. 


1  In  MS.  unsqft. 


SS  THE  BDIK  OF  THE 

How  THE    SOOTTIS  AND    THE    PeCHTIS  WAM  THAIB 
hiSDlS  AQANE   FBA  THE  BrITIS. 

Beuthar  the  king,  in  till  Tbemia,  iin 

[Gr]eit  diligence  be  hes  done  nycht  and  da. 

And  ay  [the]  langar  with  the  moir  desyre 

So  tiU  obtene  his  croon  and  bis  impyre. 

His  aeruandxB  abo  oft  syia  hes  he  send 

In  till  Orknay,  with  bartlie  recommend  S7S0 

To  QetuB  king  of  Fechtis,  da  be  da 

Bemanand  wee  that  tyme  in  Orknay ; 

He  wes  the  soae,  gif  I  richt  wnderetand. 

Of  Getus  king  that  slane  wes  in  Scotland ; 

Beaeikand  him  that  be  wald  cum  anone,  sfu 

With  all  power  melt  him  in  Albione 

At  tyme  and  place  quhair  he  sould  him  advert. 

OetoB  agane  lycht  glaidlie  with  his  hart 

Promittit  hes,  lycht  trewlie  be  his  hand, 

At  tyme  and  place  to  meit  him  in  Scotland ; '        SToo 

And  BO  he  did,  as  my  author  did'  sa.' 

Reuthar  the  king,  out  of  Ybeniia, 

With  ane  greit  anuie  passit  to  the  se ; 

Throw  all  the  Ylis  than  saiflie  saillit  he, 

By  craig  and  cleuche,  and  mony  sinkand  sand,         irsfi 

Till  Lugia  '  quhair  that  he  tuke  the  land, 

[No]w  callit  Bos,  and  tbair  landit  sone 
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The  Soottis  met  him  baiih  on  fit  and  horss, 

Thair  at  ane  place  callit  Dingwall  in  Boss. 

Greit  joy  it  wes  to  se  thir  kingis  meit  2806 

With  sic  solace  and  sahissing  sa  sueit, 

And  countenance  quhilk  wes  lycht  amiabiU, 

With  wordis  warme  rycht  dulce  and  dilectabilL 

Tha  salute  yther  oft  and  mony  syis 

With  langage  boun  vpoun  ane  gudlie  wyss ;  2810 

Syne  fordward  fuir  and  fraklie  tuke  the  feild, 

Toward  the  south  with  moDy  speir  and  scheild. 

Quhat  freik  befoir  thame  in  thair  gait  tha  fand, 

Tha  gart  him  lig  lycht  law  vpoun  the  land ; 

And  all  the  laif  for  feirdnes  ilkane  fled  2816 

On  fit  and  horss  with  all  the  speid  tha  had. 

And  left  all  waist  about  on  breid  and  lenth; 

To  saue  him  self  ilk  man  drew  till  ane  strenth. 

The  Scottis  all  than,  quhilk  in  the  mont  did 

dueUy 
Bycht  blyth  thai  war  fira  tyme  that  tha  hard  teU  2820 
The  end  wes  cuming  of  thair  greit  distres  ; 
And  all  the  laif  of  Scotland  mair  and  les, 
And  Pechtis  als,  thai  gatherit  sone  anone^ 
Quhilk  duelland  war  that  tyme  in  Albione, 
In  gudlie  haist  tha  come  and  met  the  king.  2826 

Rycht  blyth  tha  war  fra  [thai]  haue  sene  sic  thing ; 
Thankand  thair  goddis  of  thair  mekill  micht 
Befoir  thair  ene  that  thai  mycht  se  that  sycht, 
Of  thair  pepill  sa  lang  into  distres 
Deliuerit  than  of  langour  moir  and  les.  2830 

In  Albioun  wes  nother  Scot  nor  Pecht, 
On  fute  and  horss  that  abill  wes  to  fecht, 
Or  arrow  sehute,  or  ^it  ane  sling  culd  sling, 
Bot  he  come  thair  that  tyme  and  met  his  king. 
Ane  royall  ost  thai  war,  bayth  lang  and  braid ;      2886 
Towart  the  south  thair  passage  sone  thai  maid. 
And  toung  Reuthar,  quhilk  wes  of  sic  valour, 
With  haill  consent  wes  maid  thair  govemom*, 

F  2 


m   K3B    or   Sooni^ 
FA— -TET  Tm  C3L-si.rs.  tai  Eeps  or  Buns» 

iJC?  ▼a5   T-« 
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In  cH  ^  pkiri  j:kr: 
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Aiti  Koe  i^  bun  b»  ^ulaesri  toe  ^eaX  on, 

UkUisv.  Tfaut  mooT  b»s«.  rr,:^!  irus*  in  t^ir  inUitt,         38H 
^^ '      For  bMw3  loon  »iih  K  »is  b^  and  bent. 

Whh  sword  and  ax.  viiii  t«i^^  sfvlris  and  with 
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Was  none  so  bald  of  hand,  or  ^it  of  hart. 

Or  all  wes  done  he  wes  full  of  his  part 

Fell  wes  the  fikucht,  and  rycht  Strang  wes  the 

stour, 
The  victorie  stnde  lang  in  aventour.  2870 

This  king  Beuthar  persauyng  that  rycht  weill, 
With  bemis  bald  weill  stuffit  all  in  steill, 
Bat  ony  lat  dilajdt  nocht  richt  lang, 
Bot  sone  he  enterit  in  the  thickest  thrang. 
So  furiouslie  into  that  feild  he  fair,  2876 

Qnhill  mony  beme  vpoun  his  bak  he  buir; 
His  knichtis  kene  war  reddie  at  his  hand. 
War  nane  sa  stout  thair  strakis  micht  ganestand. 
The  Britis  than,  for  all  thair  pryde  and  micht, 
Out  of  the  feild  rycht  sone  tha  tuke  the  flicht.       2880 
Cedlius  wes  slane  into  the  feild ; 
Ten  thousand  als  thair  of  his  men  wes  keild. 
Of  Soot  and  Pecht  fywe  thousand  lost  that  da, 
To  nother  pairt  it  wes  na  bands  pla. 
Beuthar  that  tyme  so  Strang  wes  in  that  stour,      2886 
He  and  his  men  than  wan  so  greit  honour. 
That  all  the  valour  and  the  victorie 
Wes  gevin  him  for  his  greit  cheualrie. 
Quhairfoir  the  feild  that  tyme  quhair  tha  did  fecht 
Efler  his  name  ^It  Bedisdaill  it  hecht ;  2890 

Quhilk  Reuthe  the  wallis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Lang  efler  that  wes  callit  mony  da. 
Quhen  that  the  Britis  had  so  tynt  the  feild, 
Haiffand  thair  king  and  mony  lordis  keild, 
Tha  war  sa  fleit  sone  efler  thai  war  fane  2895 

For  all  thair  pride  to  purches  peace  agane; 
To  Scot  and  Pecht  agane  for  to  restoir 
All  toun  and  strentht  tlia  occupeit  befoir. 
Tua  hundretht  ^eir  and  four  to  als  befome, 
Or  Jesu  Christ  wes  of  the  Virgin  borne,  2900 

This  king  Reuthar,  rycht  baldlie  with  ane  brand, 
Agains  the  Britis  reHkewit  hes  Scotland 
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Tuentie  teiris.  and  sax  richt  so  he  rang ; 
In  pece  and  rest   quhen  [he]  had  rung  so  lang, 
Fasait  the  wa  that  euerie  man  man  vend. 
Off  ill  and  gude  sick  is  the  latter  end. 


How  EETEH  THE  TtHB  OF  KeUTHAB,  HIS  FaTHEE 
BruTHEB,  QDHTLE  WES  CALLTT  BeUTHA,  WEB 
CBOWHTT  AND   MAID   KiNO. 

Efter  the  deid  of  this  Reuthar  the  king, 

Ane  Bone  he  had  that  tyme  bot  he  wes  ^ing, 

Quhilk  ThereuB  'wes  callit  to  his  name, 

In  Ireland  home  quhen  Reuthar  wes  &a  hame.       aeio 

His  patruall,  that  callit  wes  Reutha, 

They  crownit  him,  as  my  [author]  did  sa, 

At  Berigone  with  sword,  sceptour  and  ring, 

And  diademe  of  Scotland  to  be  king. 

He  weB  the  first  that  euer  tuke  ony  cuir  seis 

On  deid  corsia  to  gar  mak  sepultour. 

In  taik[y]nyTig  of  thair  honour  and  fame 

That  in  this  wurld  remane  sould  ay  thair  name. 

The  sepulture  of  men  quhen'  tha  war  deid 

Wes  maid  that  tyme  in  mony  sindrie  steid;  asso 

Sum  by  watter,  and  sum  by  hillis  hie, 

Sum  in  the  wall,  and  sum  law  be  (he  se ; 
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And  in  that  stone  wes  writtin  to  discriue 

His  tBime,  his  deidis,  and  his  nobill  lyfe, 

Efter  thair  ken  that  euerie  man  micht  ken 

Into  that  place  that  grauit  wer  sic  men. 

Thir  placis  ^it  remams  for  to  se,  2985 

Sum  in  the  plane^  sum  in  the  hillis  hie. 

This  Reutha  als  he  wes  the  first  began 

Into  Scotland  for  to  bring  crafbisman. 

He  hes  gart  seik  in  mony  sindrie  land 

Of  euerilk  crafb  for  part  that  wes  cimnand,  2940 

Bayth  smyth  and  wricht,  and  masoun  to  and 

fro, 
Leichis,  lawmen,  and  mony  vther  mo, 
To  be  sustenit  of  the  commoun  weill ; 
Sua  wes  the  vse  in  thai  dais  ilk  deill. 
Into  Scotland  that  tyme  thair  wes  no  cun^e;         2946 
Than  craftismen,  withoutin  ony  sun^e, 
On  force  behuvit  for  thair  crafb  to  tak 
For  thair  merchandice  as  vse  wes  than  to  mak. 
Quhairfoir  that  tyme  proclamit  wes  in  plane, 
Gif  ^  ony  beist  to  mannis  meit  war  slane,  2960 

Ilk  erafbisman  thairof  to  half  ane  breid 
For  his  laubour  for  to  releif  his  neid. 
The  smyth  the  heid,  the  toung  the  man  of  law, 
The  wricht  the  neiris  and  the  briscat  smaw. 
The  theif  takar  snld  half  the  forder  spald,  2956 

Darach  to  name  quhilk  callit  wes  of  anld ; 
Part  of  the  panchis  with  the  lytch  suld  byde, 
The  medicinar  tua  ribbis  on  euerilk  syde. 
Of  quheit  and  beir,  meill,  malt  and  all  the  one, 
Ilk  man  of  thame  teirlie  ane  portione.  2960 

Als  generallie  wes  gevin  in  command. 
None  be  so  hardie  for  to  tak  on  hand 
Of  seik  or  hurt  men  to  tak  ony  cuir, 
Bot  he  that  war  in  till  sic  sciens  suir. 

»InMS.  Gi/to. 
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And  all  his  landis  by  him  thus  war  socht,  2995 

And  all  thair  laubour  till  ane  end  wes  brocht. 

Syne  in  ane  volume  all  wer  put  togidder ; 

Quha  lykis  ^it  to  luke  tha  may  considder 

Into  that  buik,  quhilk  callit  is  for-yi 

Of  Pholome  the  greit  cosmogropbi.  sooo 

Anench  of  this ;  now  I  will  tell  no  moir : 

Pas  to  my  purpois  quhair  I  wes  befoir. 

Of  thair  cuming  this  king  he  wes  full  blyth, 

Ressauit  thame  lycht  suddanelie  and  suyth. 

With  honour,  gloir,  and  greit  nobilitie,  3005 

As  did  pertene  till  his  hie  majestie ; 

Feistand  ilk  da  with  dayntais  dilectabill, 

With  game  and  gle,  honest  and  honorabill, 

In  sic  sporting  on  till  ane  weill  lang  space; 

Syne  at  thair  plesour  send  to  euirilk  place  doio 

Gydaris  lycht  gude,  that  culd  thame  weill  convoy 

Fra  all  perrell  that  nathing  suld  thame  noy. 

With  quadrans,  compas,  and  astrolog;^ 

The  circulatioun  of  the  sone  celes ;  ^ 

His  proper  muyn  and  his  mot  raptyne,  8OI6 

By  eleuatione  of  the  medit  lyne, 

Into  quhat  gre  aboue  the  orijunt, 

By  calculatioun  and  by  craftie  cimt, 

Of  signifer  the  greit  obliquitie, 

Fra  Aries  to  Cancer  gre  be  grie,  3020 

Be  intersit  of  equanocticall, 

Fra  the  coluyre  to  tropic  estiwall; 

Quhairby  tliai  mycht  considder  weill  and  se 

Of  day  and  nycht  the  greit  diuersitie. 

The  lenth  and  breid  of  euerie  regioun,  3025 

The  distance  als  of  euerie  place  and  toun.  ^^'^^'  -• 

Also  thairwith  tha  kest  thame  for  to  ken 

The  multitude  and  maneris  of  the  men, 


»  Two  lines  apparently  wanting. 
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To  halti  ane  man  tha  ^:«!1g  ic  ^nsc  s^iw 
Ajzane  his  will  in.  -sL:   tnrni  t^^  ; 
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Sone  efter  syne,  be  the  sevint  ^eir  began. 

He  changit  syne  in  tiU  ane  vther  man. 

Fra  mansuetude  and  greit  bumanitie, 

To  tigimes  and  greit  tirannitie ; 

He  flemit  law,  put  justice  to  the  home,  8005 

Beligioun  als  he  dalie  draue  to  scome; 

He  gaif  him  alway  to  gelocitie, 

To  fleschlie  lust  and  foull  faminitie ; 

He  luikit  nocht  to  ressone  nor  to  ryme, 

Quhill  mony  theif  and  tratour  in  his  tyme  8070 

Baxit  and  rang,  and  hereit  all  the  land  ; 

Wes  nane  of  him  that  tyme  that  aw  did  stand. 

Thairof  the  lordis  had  rycht  grit  dispyte, 

Wittand  sa  weill  that  he  had  all  the  wyte. 

Quhairfoir  to  counsall  ar  thir  lordis  gone  3076 

Rycht  quietlie  than  into  Berigone ; 

And  in  that  counsall  thair  wes  nocht  ane  man 

Amang  thame  all,  bot  he  consentit  than. 

Without  delay  of  ony  kynd  of  thing, 

To  be  revengit  on  this  tirrane  king.  8060 

Decreittit  als,  quhen  tyme  wes  oportune, 

As  thai  haif  said  that  all  thing  suld  be  done.  ^^i*^ 

So  quyetlie  this  counsall  wes  nocht  wrocht, 

To  Thereus  quhen  all  this  talk  wes  brocht ; 

Quhen  he  that  knew,  so  soir  for  thame  he  dred,     3085 

And  tuke  sic  feir,  richt  far  away  he  fled 

Into  Britane,  seikand  at  thame  supple ; 

Bot  all  for  nocht,  that  tyme  it  wald  not  be. 

In  all  his  dais,  the  langer  ay  the  les, 

That  all  his  tyme  he  leuit  in  distres.  8090 

In  Eborak,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

Sone  efter  that  closit  his  latter  end; 

This  Thereus,  efter  that  he  wes  king, 

Maid  sic  ane  end  the  tuelf  jeir  of  his  ring. 

In  the  tyme  of  his  exulatioun  8096 

The  lordis  maid  gude  reparatioun ; 
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Ane  nolrill  mtn,  of  wisdome  and  lionoor, 
For  all  tiiat  tyme  thu  haif  maid  gOTemonr, 
(>Ilit  Conan,  as  my  aatlior  did  sa, 
Ane  lord  he  wes  als  of  Brigaotda ; 
Qabilk  mony  &li  reformit  in  his  tyme. 
And  mony  lymmer  lappit  in  tlie  lyme  ; ' 
And  on  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  die. 
And  leill  men  lere  in  greit  tranqnillitie. 
AB  Uiing  befoir  he  &nd  that  wes  misdone 
In  till  his  tyme  he  gart  reforme  rycht  sons. 
Syne  qnhen  tha  knew  deid  wes  this  Therens, 
In  Berigone,  my  anthor  eayis  thus, 
Befoir  the  lordis  that  tyme  auld  [and]  zing 
^lis  Consnus  his  office  did  resing. 


How  JOSINA   WES  MAID  ElNO  EFTEE  THE  TyVE  OF 

HIS  Bbutheb  Theseus. 

With  hull  consent  than  of  the  lordis  all, 
On  Josina  the  haill  connsall  did  call, 
As  he  that  wes  most  ahill  for  sic  thing. 
With  haill  consent  than  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Brother  gennane  he  wea  to  Thereus ;  siis 

He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 
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How    TUA    SCHIP-BROKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 

Yle,   and    brocht  to    Josina   the   King; 

THE    QUHILK    BEGOUTH    THE    FIRST  StUDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efler  this  ye  heir  me  tell  anone,  8126 

This  nobiU  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  almaist  as  thai  war  borne. 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  fiur  cuntrie.  siao 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  Ck>L  2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  ony  circumstance, 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  ckdthis  and  easment,      3X86 

That  neidfull  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent; 

Quhill  that  thai  war  refreschit  weiU  agane, 

And  had  forget  the  maist  paii  of  thair  pane. 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  toung  men  gart  present  him  befoir ;  8140 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tba~war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane, 

The  quhilk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     8146 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craftiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophic. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie, 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  3150 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  dryue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aiyue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  pen-eist  thair  ilkone." 
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Thia  nobill  king,  quhen  he  hard  thame  dedair, 

That  tha  wer  men  of  cunnyng  and  of  lair. 

To  talk  that  tyme  witli  thame  in  theolt^e, 

And  Bindiie  qnestionis  spent  that  war  hie. 

And  first  he  sperit  into  generall 

Qnliat  wee  the  nature  of  thair  goddis  all  ? 

Thair  godis  than,  tiiai  war  botht  lea  and  moir, 

Bot  stok  and  stone,  aa  I  schew  sow  l>efoir : 

The  BimiHtade  maid  of  the  sune  and  mun^ 

And  brutell  beistis  net  vp  in  ane  l^ime. 

Haid  ansner  be  thair  philosophie, 

Cnnnyng  thai  war  als  in  mortalitie. 

The  law  of  nature  than  tha  had  perqueir. 

Sic  anauer  maid  as  I  sail  schaw  sow  heir : 

"  Excellent  prince,"  witht  wordis  rycht  benyng, 

"  We  stndie  nocht  tha  said  into  sic  thing ; 

"  Our  studie  is  in  sdens  naturall, 

"  As  for  to  t^  of  thingis  menerall, 

"  Of  gold,  siluer,  and  mony  aindrie  vre, 

"  Vnder  the  erd  out   of  all  mannis  cuir ; 

"  Into  the  bowelljs  of  the  erd  we  ken 

"  Thair  is  mair  proSeit  for  the  vse  of  men, 

"  Nor  is  aboue  of  herb,  come  or  tie, 

"  That  we'  ma  ken  superfacialitie. 

"  Ab  for  tour  goddie  we  bald  thame  for  nane ; 

''  In  iJl   thia  warld  tliair  is  no  God  bot  ane. 
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"  Thair  is  na  will  that  may  haif  rectitude 

"  lato  the  self  nor  ^t  na  vther  gude ; 

"  Nane  hot  his  will  of  sic  sublimitie, 

''  To  quhome  all  willis  suld  conformit  be. 

*'  Ynlefull  is  als,  I  wndertak,  8195 

''  Of  this  greit  Qod  ane  figure  for  to  mak, 

"  Of  gold  or  siluer,  stock  or  ^it  of  stone ; 

"  For  in  him  self  this  Qod  figure  hes  none." 

This  king  he  said,  **  It  is  merveU  to  me, 

**  Without  ane  figure  how  that  Ood  ma  be."  82oa 

''  ^isy"  said  he  thah,  "  Qod  is  immensurabill, 

**  In  euerie  place,  and  als  inte[r]menabill, 

^  And  infinite  als  he  is  in  valour, 

**  Infinite  repungis  to  figura" 

^  This  tyme,"  he  said,  "that  I  considder  weill;      820& 

**  XXt  neuirtheles  I  wald  ye  leit  me  feill 

"  Hour  that  I  sail  perfitlie  wnderstand 
**  Tbair  is  bot  ane  God  both  of  se  and  land." 
schir/'  he  said,  ''^e  may  considder  quhy 

men  in  earth  and  thair  greit  gerathy;  8210 

**  Tcewlie  to  teU,  tranquilitie  is  none, 
^  Bot  in  that  place  quhair  all  obeyis  one. 
^  For  mtdtitade  withoutin  vnitie, 

*  Lang  but  discord  it  can  nocht  rycht  weill  be, 

"  The  quhilk  repungis  in  ane  god  till  ring,  3216 

*  Quhairfoir  I  hald  it  bot  ane  folic  thing 
^  To  pot  in  godheid  sic  pluralitie ; 

**  In  an  this  warld  thair  is  no  moir  folic. 

**  And  secimdlie,  that  same  thing  for  to  preue, 

^  Xe  sail  considder,  gude  schir,  with  ^our  leue,       8220 

"  The  nature  is  of  Godis  hie  impjn:^ 

^  Till  haif  all  that  thing  ay  at  his  awin  desyre, 

"  But  contrapleid,  ay  as  his  awin  self  pleis ; 

"  War  it  nocht  sua  than  God  war  nocht  at  eis. 

^  He  is  na  god  that  wantis  of  his  will,  8226 

*'  Or  he  that  ma  restranit  be  thair  tilL 
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"  Qaialk  I  mII  prnie,  that  it  nu  lydbt  w^SL  he, 

"  In  ^Aor  -gndiSa  pat  ze  piimlitie:' 

The  king  he  aud,  "  Gode  adirr,  gir  me  knav, 

"  Hov  that  »  sanh  ;*  mid  he.  "  That  mil  I  admw.    i 

"  Coandder  wtsU  thn  thing  I  t^  ;ov  uQ ; 

"  Sea  eninlk  god  man  haif  his  awin  fie  will 

**  To  TW  aQ  t^me  at  hia  avin  lib^ti^ 

"  It  is  na  vill  hot  ^  that  it  be  fie ; 

"  Ma  win  that  tjme  na  acfaoar  of  lane  to  be  ;        « 

"  Qnfailk  kjndiie  h  as  I  haif  said  to  the. 

"  That  eoiiiQE  god  wirk  efter  his  avin  will ; ' 

"  Tfaos  in  ymr  godia  that  sc  seiana  b^ 

"  And  als  of  power  sic  eqoalitie, 

"  For  oay  reaaoim  ye  can  achaw  me  tiD,  a 

"  The  tane  on  force  that  tyme  man  want  his  will; 

"  The  qnhilk  repimgis  alwayis  to  deitie 

"  To  want  his  wiQ,  or  ^t  in  thiall  to  be." 

"  Qobat  is  ottre  goddis  than  ?  tell  me,"  said  the  king ; 

"  Fein^t  tba  ar,"  be  said  ;  "  na  vtber  thing ;         M 

"  Sic  wea  tiiair  nane,*  nor  nenir  ^it  sslbe, 

"  Qabairfoir,"  he  said,  "tha  ar  bot  vaaitie. 

"  Tbair  is  na  God  bot  one  that  sittis  abone, 

"  Qnhilk  gyiar  is  baith  of  the  sone  and  mone, 

"  Of  stanis  als  both  moir  and  les,  ie  ae ;  si 

"  Trust  wetU  foisuith  tbair  is  na  Qod  bot  he. 

"  He  is  (he  gydar  of  the  ooursis  richt. 


CBOKICLIS  OF  SCX>TLAND.  97 

''  Equall  he  is  till  euerie  warldlie  wichi.  3260 

"  Ane  king  or  prince  is  no  moir  in  his  sicht 

"  Nor  the  leist  page,  thocht  he  be  neuir  sa  puir, 

*'  Or  ^it  in  earth  the  vylest  creature." 

Than  said  the  king,  "Sen  he  is  ressonabill, 

''  Quhy  ar  sum  men  to  him  sua  aoceptabill,  3205 

"  Gif  it  be  so  that  his  will  ay  is  fre, 

"  And  vther  als  so  fiu*  haitit  to  be  ?" 

Said  he  agane,  ''That  I  can  weill  declair; 

*^  And  gif  it  is  so  plesand  and  predair, 

"  And  so  resplendant  into  Oodis  sicht,  ssro 

"  That  is  the  caus  he  loms  ony  wicht ; 

'^  All  lyfe  also  the  quhilk  is  to  detest, 

"  To  Ood  and  man,  and  earest  to  the  best, 

''  Full  of  ill  vice,  as  pride,  ire  and  invie, 

"  That  God  thame  hait,  this  is  the  verrie  quhy/'  3375 

Than  said  the  king,  "  Qif  he  be  of  that  sort, 

''  Thy  argument  thow  hes  done  rycht  report; 

"  Agane  thi  self  ar  preuis  weiQ  befoir." 

The  tother  said  till'  him  agane,  '^ Quhairfoir f' 

The  king  he  said,  ''Becaus  I  hard  the  tell  3280 

"  That  vice  and  vertu  dois  thy  God  compell 

*'  To  luif  the  tane  for  his  vertew  and  piyss, 

''  And  hait  the  vther  also  for  his  vice. 

^*  Qif  it  be  trew  that  thow  hes  said  to  me, 

*'  His  will,  me  think,  can  nocht  alwayes  be  fre ;  3286 

"  Be  it  nocht  fre,  I  think  in  my  intent, 

"  He  is  nocht  God  be  thi  awin  argument." 

said  he,  ''schir,  as  I  sail  to  ^ow  schaw, 
nto  Godheid  is  sic  nature  and  law, 
"  Ather  to  be  fie,  ather  in  will  or  deid,  3200 

"  ^it  neuirtheles  to  loue  men  for  thair  meld ; 
*'  And  for  this  quhy  that  I  sail  schaw  [the]  till. 
Sen  it  is  ay  in  Godis  awin  firie  will 
Of  euerilk  man  for  till  except  his  deid. 
Accept  he  nocht  than  it  is  of  na  meid,  3205 


"  ^is, 
*'  Int< 


iC 
41 


>  In  MS.  UlU 

G 


92  THK  BUIK  OF  THE 

Aae  nobiU  man,  of  wisdome  and  honour. 
For  all  that  tjme  thai  haif  maid  govemour, 
Callit  Conan,  as  my  anthor  did  ea, 
Ane  lord  he  wee  als  of  BiigantJa; 
Quhilk  mony  &li  reformit  in  hia  tyme, 
And  mony  lynuner  kppit  in  the  lyme ;  * 
And  on  ane  gaUoos  maid  thame  all  to  die, 
And  leill  men  leve  la  greit  tranquillitie. 
All  thing  befoir  he  tend  that  wes  misdone 
In  till  hia  tyme  he  gart  reforme  rycht  aona 
Syne  qnben  tha  knew  deid  uree  tiiis  Thereus, 
In  Berigone,  my  author  sayis  thus, 
Befoir  the  lordis  that  tyme  auld  [and]  ting 
This  Conanus  his  office  did  resing. 


How  JOSIKA   WES  MAID  ElNQ  EFTEB.  THE  TtUE  OF 

HIS  Bbutheb  Thebecs. 

With  haill  consent  than  of  the  lordis  all, 
On  Josina  the  haill  counsall  did  call, 
As  he  that  wes  most  abill  for  eic  thing, 
Witii  haill  consent  ih&a  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Bnither  germane  he  wes  to  Thereus ;  sits 

He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  93 


How    TCA    SCHIP-BROKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 

Yle,   and    brocht  to    Josina   the    Einq; 

THE    QUHILK    BEGOUTH    THE    FIRST  StUDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efler  this  ye  heir  me  tell  anone,  3125 

This  nohill  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  almaist  as  thai  war  borne, 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  fiur  cuntria  siso 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  C0L2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  ony  circumstance. 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space  ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  daithis  and  easment,      diss 

That  neidfull  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent; 

Quhill  that  thai  war  re&eschit  weiU  agane. 

And  had  forget  the  maist  paii  of  thair  pane. 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  toung  men  gart  present  him  befoir ;  8140 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tba-war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane,  • 

The  quhilk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     3146 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craftiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophic. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie, 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  8I6O 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  dryue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aiyue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  pen-eist  thair  ilkone." 


92 


THZ  BUIK   OF  THE 


Ane  nobill  man,  of  visdome  and  honour, 
For  all  that  tyme  thai  haif  maid  govemonr, 
CaOit  Conan,  aa  my  author  did  sa, 
Ane  lord  he  wes  als  of  Brigaatia ; 
Qnhilk  mony  tidt  reformit  in  his  tyme, 
And  mony  lynuner  lappit  in  the  lyme ; ' 
And  on  ane  gallous  maid  thame  all  to  die, 
And  leill  men  leve  in  greit  tranquillitie. 
All  thing  befoir  he  fsuid  that  wes  misdone 
In  till  his  tyme  he  gart  refoime  lycht  sone. 
Syne  qoben  tha  knew  deid  wee  this  Thereus, 
In  Berigone,  my  author  eayis  thus, 
Befoir  the  lordis  that  tyme  auld  [and]  ting 
This  ConanuB  his  office  did  resing. 


How  JOSINI.  WES  MAID  EiNO  EFTEB  THE  TtUB  OF 

HIS  Bbutheb  Therecs. 


With  hull  consent  than  of  the  lordis  all. 
On  Joedna  the  haill  counsall  did  call, 
As  he  that  wes  most  abill  for  sic  thing, 
With  haill  consent  than  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Bmther  germane  he  wes  to  Thereus ; 
He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 
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How  TCA  SCHIP-BROKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 
YlE,  and  BROCHT  TO  JOSINA  THE  KlNQ ; 
THE    QUHILK    BEQOUTH    THE    FIRST  StUDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efter  this  ^e  heir  me  tell  anone,  3126 

This  nobffl  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  almaist  as  thai  war  borne, 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  fiur  cuntrie.  siao 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  Ck>L  2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  ony  circumstance, 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  claithis  and  easment,      8I86 

That  neidfull  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent ; 

Quhill  that  thai  war  refreschit  weill  agane. 

And  had  forget  the  maist  pai*t  of  thair  pane. 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  ^oung  men  gart  present  him  befoir ;         8140 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tba-war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane, 

The  quhilk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     3145 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craftiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophic. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie, 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  3150 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  dryue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aryue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  pen*eist  thair  ilkone." 
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Ane  nobill  man,  of  wisdome  and  lionour, 
For  all  that  tyme  thai  haif  maid  govemour, 
Callit  Conan,  as  my  aatJior  did  ea, 
Ane  lord  he  vrea  aia  of  Brigantia; 
QahiUc  mony  &lt  reformit  in  his  tyme. 
And  mony  lymmer  lappit  in  the  lyme ;  * 
And  on  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  die, 
And  leill  men  lere  in  greit  tranquillitie. 
All  thing  befoir  he  &nd  that  wee  misdone 
In  till  his  tyme  he  gart  reforme  lycht  8on& 
Syne  qnhen  tha  knew  deid  vea  this  Therens, 
In  Berigone,  my  anthor  eayis  thus, 
Befoir  tiie  lordia  that  tyme  auld  [and]  ting 
This  Conanus  his  office  did  reeing. 


How  JOSINA   WES  MAID  ElNQ   EETEE  THE  TWE  OF 

HIS  Bbutheb  Tbebeus. 

With  baill  consent  than  of  the  lordis  all, 
On  Josina  the  haill  connsall  did  call. 
As  he  that  wes  most  abiU  for  sic  thing, 
With  baill  consent  than  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Brother  germane  he  wes  to  Thereus ;  siis 

He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 
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How    TUA    SCHIP-BROKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 

Yle,    and    brocht  to   Josina   the   Kinq; 

THE    QXJHILK   BEQOUTH    THE    FIRST  StUDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efter  this  ^e  heir  me  tell  anone,  8126 

This  nohiU  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  almaist  as  thai  war  borne. 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  &r  cuntrie.  siao 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  Ck>L  2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  ony  circumstance. 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space  ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  daithis  and  easment,      diss 

That  neidfull  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent; 

Quhill  that  thai  war  refreschit  weiU  agane. 

And  had  forget  the  maist  pai*t  of  thair  pane. 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  ^oung  men  gart  present  him  befoir;  8140 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tha- war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane,  • 

The  quhUk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     3146 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craftiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophie. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie. 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  di60 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  dryue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aryue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  pen-eist  thair  ilkone." 
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Ane  nobill  man,  of  wisdome  and  honour. 
For  all  that  tyme  thai  haif  maid  govemour, 
Callit  Conao,  as  my  aaihor  did  ea, 
Ane  lord  he  wes  ala  of  Biigantia ; 
Qnhilk  mony  fiilt  refonnit  in  hia  tyme, 
And  mony  lynuner  lappit  in  the  lyme ; ' 
And  on  ane  gallouB  maid  tiiame  all  to  die, 
And  leill  men  leve  in  greit  tranquillilie. 
All  thing  befoir  he  fimd  that  wes  misdone 
In  tin  his  tyme  he  gart  reforme  lycht  sona 
Syne  qnben  tha  knew  deid  wee  this  Thereiis, 
In  Berigone,  my  autiior  sayis  thus, 
Befoir  tiie  lordis  that  tyme  auld  [and]  zing 
This  Conanus  his  office  did  resing. 


now  JOSINA  WES  lUID  EiNO  EFTEB  THE  TtUB  OF 

HIS  Britthee  Thebeus. 

With  haill  consent  than  of  the  lordia  all. 
On  Joana  the  haill  coxmsall  did  call. 
As  he  that  wes  most  ahill  for  sic  thing. 
With  haill  consent  than  wes  he  crownit  king. 
Bruther  germane  he  wes  to  Thereus ;  silt 

He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 
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How  TCA  SCHIP-BROKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 
YlE,  and  BROCHT  TO  JOSINA  THE  KiNG ; 
THE    QXJHILK   BEGOUTH    THE    FIRST  StUDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efler  this  ^e  heir  me  tell  anone,  8126 

This  nohill  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  ahnaist  as  thai  war  borne. 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  fiur  cuntrie.  di80 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  CoL  2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  ony  circumstance, 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  claithis  and  easment,      8I86 

That  neidfull  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent; 

Quhill  that  thai  war  refreschit  weill  agane. 

And  had  forget  the  maist  paii  of  thair  pane. 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  toung  men  gart  present  him  befoir ;  8140 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tha- war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane,  • 

The  quhilk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     8146 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craftiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophic. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie. 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  8I6O 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  dryue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aryue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  peri'eist  thair  ilkone." 


92  THK  BUTK  OF  THE 

Ane  nobill  man,  of  wisdome  and  honour, 
For  all  (hat  tyme  thai  haif  maid  govemour, 
Callit  Conan,  as  my  author  did  sa, 
Ane  lord  he  wes  als  of  Briganlaa ; 
Quhilk  mony  Mi  reformit  in  hia  tyme. 
And  mony  lymmer  lappit  in  the  lyme  ;  * 
And  on  ane  gallons  maid  thame  fJl  to  die, 
And  leiU  men  leve  in  greit  tranquillitie. 
All  thing  hefoir  he  fand  that  wes  misdone 
In  till  his  tyme  he  gaxt  refonne  rycht  sona 
Syne  qoben  tha  knew  deid  wea  this  Thereus, 
In  Bo^ne,  my  author  aayis  thus, 
Befoir  the  lordis  that  tyme  auld  [and]  ting 
This  Conuiufl  his  office  did  resing. 


How  JOSIXA  WES  MAID  ElKQ  EFTEB  THE  TyXE  OF 

HIS  Britther  Thbbeus. 

With  haill  consent  than  of  the  lordis  all. 
On  JoEona  the  haill  counsall  did  call, 
As  he  that  wea  most  ahill  for  sic  thing, 
With  haill  consent  than  wea  he  crownit  king. 
Bnither  germane  he  wea  to  Thereus;  siis 

He  had  no  child,  my  author  sais  thus. 
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How    TUA    SCHIP-BKOKIN  MeN  WAR  FUND  IN  ANE 

Yle,   and   brocht  to    Josina   the   Kino; 

THE   QUHILK   BEGOXJTH    THE    FIRST  StXJDIE  IN 

Scotland. 

Sone  efter  this  ^e  heir  me  tell  anone,  3125 

This  nobill  king  beand  in  Berigone, 

Tua  plesand  men  wes  brocht  than  him  befome, 

Naikit  and  bair  almaist  as  thai  war  borne. 

Fund  in  ane  yle  schip-brokin  with  the  se, 

Quhilk  drevin  war  out  of  ane  &r  cimtrie.  diso 

The  king  wes  curtas  of  considerance ;  CoL  2. 

And  suddantlie,  but  onj  circumstance, 

He  gart  convoy  thame  till  ane  secreit  place, 

Quhair  tha  mycht  sojome  for  ane  tyme  and  space  ; 

And  meit  and  drink,  fyre,  claithis  and  easment,      3136 

That  neidfuU  war,  he  hes  to  thame  sent ; 

QuhiU  that  thai  war  re&eschit  weill  agane. 

And  had  forget  the  maist  paii  of  thair  pana 

Syne  efter  that,  the  fyftene  day  and  moir, 

Thir  tua  toung  men  gart  present  him  befoir ;  ai40 

And  reuerentlie  he  did  at  thame  inquyre 

Quhat  that  tha- war,  or  quhat  wes  thair  desyre? 

Rycht  curtaslie  tha  maid  ansuer  agane, 

Sayand  tha  war  tua  priestis  borne  in  Spane, 

The  qululk  had  bene  ane  long  tyme  at  the  lair     3146 

In  till  Athenis  plesand  and  preclair, 

Quhair  all  science  war  kennit  craitiuslie 

Musick,  phisick,  art  and  philosophic. 

Be  Eolus  and  his  authoritie, 

And  Neptunus,  quhilk  god  is  of  the  se,  di60 

In  that  disert  and  danger  did  they  drjrue, 

Syne  in  ane  craig  fortoun  maid  tham  aryue ; 

*'  Quhair  all  the  laif,  except  we  tua  alone, 

"  In  the  salt  se  wer  pen^eist  thair  ilkone." 
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fim  eneO.  fcnif  'rat  sik  sib  »A  ^la  Arb. 
Fv  alt  tbaK  ctihk  vim  ■»■»■■■■"■?  ^  i^mK  &4- 
Jkm  ifdm.  -maid  «e  sie  crae  ii^or  sik  xfinl 

B^ite  »  tta  kiDjc  3i£I  ic  1 

CtmbiL  bvB  ^ 

QiAcK  tfcac  &«  &v  sae  sjuie  i 

1m  t*  tfae  UL  >fii&aL  she  .&9imr  w^  ^oae.  Smb 

BcCiir  ftame  a2  ch«  ernuf  ^sw^  ies  sbI  best 

Be  Iffl  IB  M&  of  sll  same  -^sk  be&o. 

For  ay  the  IsngKr  wiih.  tc  esiiiir  wo»^k 

Bydtt  qmtitlig  he  •£>!  ifaame  alL  axvk  :  3M0 

"  Tnnt  weOL"  he  a£±  "^  u^  aH  :o«-  HiAii>e  raw 

"  Of  taar  trawne.  miooxB.  I^  iml  boct, 

**  Wcs  doctf  to  me  if  jdtt  bug  ^y"^  ^  hcfeir." 

MwlcKf  to  him  uie  utsxr  maid  aguie: 

**  TnuM  vein.''  thai '  said.  ~  ve  did  it  SifT  u  tnne,  auc 

**  Xor  &>r  disptesioiir  trf  yoor  nujesde. 

"  BoC  for  the  h<HioaT  of  ;oar  rialtie ; 

"  Thaii&ir,"  thai  said,  "mon  hie  exceOent  jHinoe, 

"  Onre  royud  ves  oocfat  to  do  soar  gnce  offoiee ; 

"  An  that  ire  did  wes  for  four  grdt  htMMMD-."         asm 
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To  hald  and  help  thair  hii8t)ands  in  the  iyme,        3670 

Sum  out  of  wit>  without  ressone  or  lyme ; 

Tha  war  bo  wild  wist  nother  of  ill  nor  gude, 

Blawdit  and  browdin  in  thair  husbandis  blude ;  Col.  2. 

Sum  keipand  straikis  gat  werkand  woundis  sair, 

And  sum  rycht  rudlie  raif  out  aU  thair  hair ;  3675 

Sum  held  hir  grip  quhill  all  hir  lyre  wes  revin ; 

Sum  to  the  erd  rycht  dogitlie  wes  drevin; 

Rudlie  ouir  run  rycht  law  vnder  thair  feit, 

In  bumis  of  blude  thair  facis  all  did  fleit. 

The  lustie  lyre,  quhit  as  the  lillie  flour,  868O 

Wes  maid  as  reid  as  ross  in  symmer  schour. 

Greit  petie  wes  for  to  behald  thair  harme ; 

Ilk  lady  had  ane  deid  corss  in  hir  arme. 

And  all  thair  bodie  browdin  ouir  with  blude, 

So  wo  thai  war  wist  nother  of  ill  nor  gude.  8685 

Quhat  sail  I  say  ^ow  moir  in  this  thing? 

Sic  wes  the  count  than  of  that  crwell  king. 

Of  that  denner  me  thocht  the  lawing  deir, 

Suppois  the  feist  had  lestit  for  ane  ^eir. 

In  this  mater  quhair  is  thair  moir  to  sa?  3600 

Bot  euerie  ladie  passit  hame  hir  wa, 

Weipand  full  soir  and  wareand  hir  werd 

That  euer  scho  wes  ane  woman  wrocht  in  erd, 

Quhilk  losit  had  to  hir  that  wes  so  deir : 

And  how  it  hapnit  syne  efter  ?e  sail  heir,  3695 


How    THAT    THE    LORDIS     RAIS     AGANES     DrUSTUS 

FOR    THE    Slaughter    of   the    Lordis    in 

EWON,   AND   SLEW  HIM   IN   BaTTELL. 

The  wrak  that  fell  vpoun  this  crwell  king; 
For  God  wald  nocht  lang  suffer  sic  ane  thing. 
Sum  of  the  lordis  that  knew  weill  his  conditioun, 
Of  his  greit  falsheid  tuke  ane  greit  suspitloun, 
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No  moir  of  this :  heir  will  I  hald  me  still. 
And  to  my  purpois  tume  agane  I  wiU, 
And  tell  ^oir  furth  the  laue  of  Bmstus  king, 
The  quhilk  deit  the  nynt  ^eir  of  his  ring. 

How  THE  SONNIS  OFF  DbUBTUS    EFTEB    HIS    BEilT 

FLED  IK  Ireland,  and  how  the  Lordis  of 

Scotland  chesft  ane  KiNa 

< 

Qahen  his  sonis  hard  [that]  he  had  maid  sic  end,    8740- 
Tha  war  sa  wild  tha  wist  nocht  quhair  to  wend ; 
Bot  in  ane  bate  fled  in  Ibemia, 
Rycht  ^oung  tha  war,  sa  did  my  author  say, 
Remanit  thair  rycht  lang  and  mony  teir, 
Quhill  efterwart,  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir.  8745 

The  lordis  all  than  of  that  land  ilkone 
Convenit  hes  that  tyme  in  Berigone, 
For  to  prouide  for  mony  diuerss  thing, 
And  speciallie  than  for  to  cheiss  ane  king. 
Quhen  tha  war  set  ilkone  in  thair  degre,  8760 

Ane  man  that  tyme  of  greit  authoritie 
Amang  thame  all,  he  tuke  the  spech  on  hand^ 
And  thus  he  said,  as  I  rycht  wnderstand.* 
I  traist  ^e  knaw  the  greit  crudelitie 
Of  king  Drustus,   and  sic  mortalitie  875& 

Of  cure  fatheris  befoir  as  he  hes  maid, 
"  And  now  also  as  we  did  him  invaid 
"  With  mort  battell  rycht  pertlie  on  ^one  plane, 
Quhair  he  him  self  and  all  tone   folk  ar  slane. 
Quhairfoir  I  traist  his  successioim  and  we  8760 

At  pece  and  rest  sail  neuir  perfitlie  be  ; 
For  Weill  I  wait,  get  ony  of  his  kin 
Auctoritie  ather  mair  or  myn, 
He  sail  neuir  be  at  concord  with  the  laif, 
Quhill  he  ane  mendis  or  ane  vengance  haiC         8765 
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*  These  eight  lines  from  "  The  lordis"  to  "  wnderstand  "  precede  the  first 
six  in  the  MS. 


lis  THE  BUIK   OP  THE 

"  And  tha  pepill  als  ar  bo  perelons, 

"  Full  of  dissait,  do^t  and  dangerous ; 

"  My  counsall  is  richb  £^»eciall  in  tJiat  thing, 

"  Cheis  Dane  of  thame  agane  to  be  maid  king, 

"  Bot  cbeis  aum  vther  wyes  discreit  ^oimg  man,  87T0 

"  Of  ane  gude  hous  and  of  ane  nobill  dan. 

*'  Tbair  is  anew  that  rycht  nobill  wald  be, 

"  And  tha  war  pnt  in  till  auctoritie." 

Ilk  man  that  tyme,  sa  far  as  thai  had  feiU, 

Tha  said  for  suitht  that  he  had  said  full  weill ;      S77fi 

And  said  tha  wald  cheis  of  ane '  vther  clan. 

To  be  thair  king,    sum  wyas  discreit  ^oung  man. 

Sum  chesit  Bagone,  lord  of  Brigantia ; 

Sum  Coreman,  lord  of  Novantia ; 

Sum  Cornell,  lord  of  Tlis  in  the  se,  sTso 

Becaus  he  wes  of  sic  auctoritie. 

The  commoon  voce  agane  him  did  redarae, 

For-quhy  he  wee  ane  man  of  brukill  fame. 

Thus*  CTild  thai  nocht  concord  into  ane  will 

Caranus  than,  the  lord  of  Argatill,  srss 

Ane  man  he  wes  ay  for  to  do  the  best. 

And  all  his  tyme  he  louit  pece  and  rest, 

Withouttin  feid  or  ^it  ony  oSence, 

And  thus  he  said  in  opin  audience ; 
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**  Sic  wickit  wayes  betuix  tfaame  wes  wrocht, 
Quhilk  all  the  kinrik  till  confiisioim  brocht, 
Clenelie  slane  doun  wes  all  the  nobill  blude ; 
The  puir  pepill  put  in  vyle  seruitude 
By  the  Britis  invaidand  ws  sa  lang ;  3800 

"  At  Berigone  tha  pat  ws  in  sic  thrang 

Quhill  we  war  fane  that  tyme  for  fait  of  meit. 
And  greit  hunger,  ilkane  ane  vther  till  eit. 
Colanus  als,  quhilk  wes  of  knychtheid  flour. 
Of  manheid,  strenth,  wisdome  and  honour,  ssos 

For  to  releif  thair  greit  miseritie 

"  In  that  distres  thair  wes  he  done  to  de. 

'*  The  nobill  wemen  of  Novantia 

For  sic  displesour  slew  thame  self  alsua, 

And  ^oung  Reuthar  flenii[t]  that  wes  our  king  ;    ssio 

'*  Discord,  he  said,  wes  caus  of  all  this  thing. 

"  Thairfoir  in  tyme  bewar  quhill  all  is  weill, 

'*  And  do  ^e  nocht,  als  far  as  I  haif  feill, 

"  Bot  this  discord^  with  greit  abusioun, 

"  All  wilbe  brocht  to  vter  confusioun.  8816 

*'  Then  will  the  Britis  enter  in  our  boimdis, 

"  And  wirk  ws  wrang  "with  raony  werkand  woundis, 

"  Quhen  that  we  haif  na  strentht  thame  to  ganestand, 

"  First  sla  our  self  and  syne  posses  our  land. 

"  Sen  better  is  ane  wisdome  that  is  bocht  3820 

'*  Than  other  tua  that  gottin  ar  for  nocht, 

"  And  we  befoir  sic  wisdome  bocht  full  deir,  Lib.2,f.20. 

"  My  counsall  is  thairfoir  to  ws  it  heir." 

Quhen  he  had  said,  bayth  ill  and  gude  ilkman 

Of  his  wisdome  tha  thocht  greit  wounder  than.      3826 

Becaus  he  said  that  tyme  so  neir  the  skill, 

Cheis  quhome  he  wald  tha  pat  it  in  his  will. 

And  he  on  hand  the  haill  mater  lies  tane ; 

With  wyss  sad  men  to  counsall  sjTie  ar  gane, 

Deliuerit  als  vpoun  ane  gude  maneir,  3830 

On  this  same  wyss  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 

II 
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How      EWESUS,       THE       PAtKUELL      OF     DkCSTDS, 
QCHILK    iXEXTT    WAS    BE    HIM    K    PbCHTLAMD, 

wis  bb>:icht  baxe  is  sccftlaxd  axd  cbowhtt 
King. 

Ane  nun  thaii  wcs  that  trme  into  Pechtland, 

Fra  SooUumI  flemit.  :«  sail  wndeMutd, 

Be  this  Drasms  of  qab<Mne  befoir  I  spak, 

Becaus  he  st^inpe  hU  &ltts  to  coirak.  38S6 

Be  his  connsall  as  be  best  wnderatnde. 

Becaus  till  liim  he  wes  so  neir  of  bhide. 

His  patruall  ane  man  of  nolnll  &me, 

Qahilk:  Evenus  callit  wes  to  name, 

This  Cannns  with  wonlis  meik  and  saeit,  saw 

Be  his  counsall  hes  giffin  sic  decreit, 

Tbi»  ilk  Ewenus  for  to  mak  thair  king, 

For  all  his  tyme  amang  thanie  for  to  ring, 

For-quhy  he  wes  neir  of  the  kingis  bhide. 

And  of  the  best  as  all  man  rnderstude ;  sB4s 

And  till  viaschew  all  malice  and  discord, 

Tliairfoir  he  wald  cheis  than  na  Tther  lord. 

The  haill  c^iunsall  thocht  liaill  that  wes  the  best, 

Thairfoir  but  re«r)ett,  or  thai  wald  tak  rest, 

Herul  for  Ewenus,  na  I  vnderstaad,  ssfio 

With  greit  honour  and  brocht  him  hame  in  Scot- 
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IS  had  reasamt  the  croiin 
;  -with  honour  and  renonn. 
i  he  wes  till  all  men  in  his  dais, 
lapect,  as  that  my  aatbor  sais; 
I  large,  veill  louit  with  ilk  lord, 
i  and  haitter  of  discord. 
I  t>ine  Uian  sic  ane  law  maid  be, 
r  childer  soold  mdlie  noreist  be 
I  drink,  in  haping  fra  the  cald, 
la  mvdit  than  dter  qoben  tha  wald 
1  and  do  thame  lilall  deir, 

1  war  moir  abill  for  the  weir, 
[  fast  at  tbair  awin  {desoor  bayth, 
t  pane  or  do  thair  bodie  skaytb. 
1  consent  also  of  euirilk  lord 

r  the  qnhilk  mycht  mak  discord ; 
lite  tlie  atrtb  and  the  dyce 
i  men  to  &U  in  till  all  rice; 
;  thame  in  ^oathheid  for  to  leir 
I  jiut,  and  hames  for  till  weir, 
lair  Cub  no  way  suld  wit  thair  wrang, 
ill  tba  come  sone  or  baid  tha  nenir  so  Isng. 
t  justice  als  he  hes  maid  ooir  tiH  qnhair, 
t  place  t<)  place,  for  travell  wald  nocht  spair; 
1  puneist  thtune  that  alway  had  gane  wrang; 
I  he  gKTt  heid,  and  vtber  smu  he  gart  hang. 
)  ha  had  perlustrit  all  the  land, 
Tbe  king  of  Pechtis  send  him  ane  seruand, 
Beseikand  him  in  gndlie  haiat  to  speid 
Agane  the  Britis  to  help  him  in  his  neid  ; 
For  tha  war  coming  by  Dieria, 
Into  Pechland  that  tyme  the  greit  oat  la, 
And  war  tha  nocht  resiatit  sone  anone, 
Tha  Bchupe  to  seig  the  said  Camelidone. 
Olaidlie  this  king  than  grantit  with  gud  will 
Into  all  haist  that  he  suld  cum  him  till ; 
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Be  this  wes  done,  it  drew  rycht  neir  the  nycht, 

Tha[t]  ilk  of  vther  rycht  sone  hes  tint  thair  sicht. 

Thir  tua  kingis  to  moustour  ^eid  agane ; 

And  qidien  tha  saw  sa  mony  tha  had  slane, 

And  thiyis  als  mony  woundit  war  rycht  sair,         3930 

Than  tha  forsuik  that  tyme  for  till  fecht  mair; 

Syne  passit  on  in  all  the  haist  tha  ma 

To  ^echtland  hillis,  till  on  the  mome  wes  da. 

The  Britis  als  abasil  wes  rycht  far 

Trowand  sidike  that  tha  had  gottin  the  war,  3986 

And  left  the  feild  ane  litil  forrow  da, 

And  all  the  spnl^e,  and  passit  hame  thair  wa, 

Tha  war  sa  feird,  and  died  that  tha  suld  fynd 

tliame, 
Tha  fled  like  fyre  and  lukit  nenir  behind  thame. 
Syne  on  the  mome,  quhen  it  was  fair  da  lycht,      d9io 
Bayth  Scot  and  Pecht  quhair  that  tha  la  on  the 

hycht, 
Persauit  weill,  quhen  tha  beheld  the  plane, 
The  Britis  war  fled,  qnhairof  tha  war  full  fane. 
Exploratouris  that  tyme  tha  send  till  spy 
Gif  ony  baid  in  buschment  neir  hand  by ;  3946 

Trowand  rycht  weill  it  wes  done  for  a  trane, 
Doun  fra  the  hycht  to  draw  thame  to  the  plane. 
The  spyis  come  agane  to  thame  and  schew 
That  tha  war  gane ;  and  when  thir  kingis  knew, 
In  giidlie  haist  discendit  fra  the  hicht ;  3960 

In  gude  array  syne  raikit  on  ftdl  richt, 
And  all  the  spuil^e  in  the  feild  tha  fand, 
Helme  and  habrik,  bow,  bukler  and  brand. 
Gold  and  siluer,  and  all  vther  geir, 
Dewydit  hes  amang  the  men  of  weir ;  3965 

And  all  the  heirschip,  tane  wes  of  befoir, 
To  euerilk  steid  tha  gart  agane  restoir. 
Greit  riches  als,  as  ^e  sail  vnderstand, 
This  Ewenus  that  tyme  brocht  in  Scotland ; 
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And  tha  that  had  in  feild  tiiair  fathetis  Blane.        s9so 
Bewairdit  yrax  quhen  he  come  b&me  agane. 
And  tratit  weill  with  him  in  all  thair  daia. 
Sone  efter  ayne,  as  that  my  author  Baift, 
He  biggit  hea  vpone  ajie  roche  of  stone 
Ane  Strang  caatell  that  callit  wes  Ewone  ;  3966 

Ewonewin  than,  efter  Eweaus, 
It  namit  wes,  the  storie  telllM  thus ; 
Qiihilk  royallie  with  lyme  and  stane  wes  w^t, 
And  now  to  name  Ewnstafage  it  is  callit. 
This  nobill  king  in  sporting  and  in  playes,  3970 

In  pece  and  rest,  syne  leuit  all  bis  dayes ; 
Justice  he  gart  exerce  ouir  all  his  land. 
Than  nano  fiiuoui-  quhomewith  ane  fait  he  fand; 
In  euerie  pairt  ordanit  ane  epeciall  jugc. 
Sua  that  no  £altour  snld  get  na  refuge ;  39TG 

And  sindrie  seruandis  for  to  aeis  the  land. 
In  ony  pairt  qnhair  thai  ane  &ltoiir  land, 
"Without  refuge  vnto  the  law  him  bring. 
Syne  efterwart,  this  worthie  nobill  king, 
Quhen  he  had  rung  the  space  of  nynetene  jor,       8BS0 
He  tiike  htn  leif  and  baid  no  langer  heir. 
The  lordifl  all  that  tyme  with  greit  honour, 
Hw  saisit  him  syne  in  hia  sepulture, 
Bosydr  ill  Ewin,  in  tUl  ane  feild  fiUl  &it, 
,  him  welf  befoir  cbesit  his  lair. 
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How  King  Drustus  Tua  Sonis  discordit  fob 

THE   RyCHT    of  the    CbOUN,    AND    HOW    FALS 
QlLLUS  WITH  TrESSOUN  SLEW  THAME.      « 

Qahen  passit  wes  this  gadh  king  ^wenul,  * 

In  the  same  tyme  tua  sonis  of  Drustus,  8996 

The  quhilk  befoir  fled  in  Tbemia, 

Nocht  lang  gane  syne,  as  ^e  half  hard  me  sa, 

Quhilk  Ewenus  brocht  hame  agane  befoir 

His  deith  ane  quhile  with  greit  honour  and  gloir. 

And  traistit  thame,  as  he  suld^  in  all  thing,  4000 

As  did  pertene  till  sonis  of  ane  king. 

And  thir  tua  syne,  sone  efter  he  wes  deid, 

Betuix  thame  selffis  thair  rais  grit  stryf  and  feid. 

About  the  croun  quhilk  of  thame  had  the  rycht; 

Twynnis  tha  war,  and  bayth  borne  on  ane  nycht   4006 

Ane  bastard  sone  thair  wes  of  Ewenus, 

Quhilk  till  his  name  wes  callit  Gillus, 

Dissimulat,  of  greit  subtilitie. 

Vicious  and  vane,  fiill  of  crudelitie. 

Warlie  he  wrocht  betuix  thame  da  and  nycht;       ioio 

To  gar  thame  [hait]  he  hes  done  that  he  micht, 

Quhill  with  the  ane,  quhilHs  with  the  vtber, 

Garrand  ilk  trow  he  had  mair  rycht  than  vther, 

To  that  effect  tha  suld  discord  and  stryve, 

Quhairthrow  he  thocht  tha  suld  bayth  loss  the  lyfe ;  4oi6 

Trowand  rycht  weill  gif  his  bruther  wer  deid, 

To  bruke  the  croim  but  contrapley  or  pleid. 

And  all  the  pepill  he  gart  trow  Uk  deiU, 

All  that  he  wrocht  wes  for  the  commoun  weilL 

How  GiLLUS  SET  ANE  DAY  TO  CONCORD  THIR 
BrETHER,  AND  SYNE  SLEW  THAME  BAITH,  AND 
THAN   EFTER  OCCUPEIT  THE   CrOUN. 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  euery  lord,  4020 

He  set  ane  day  to  caus  thame  till  concord. 
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Quhen  cumin  wes  ilk  psrt  that  tyine  and  place. 
This  foirsaid  Gillua,  witht  ane  fenjeit  face, 


lib.s,  f.sa.  How  tratourlie  agane  him  tha  rebelUt, 

'•     Fra  toun  and  kiorik  falslie  Mm  expellit  ; 
Beseikand  thame  with  all  bumanitie, 
Of  tfaair  kjndnes  for  to  mak  him  supplie, 
For  till  restoir  him  till  his  croun  agane. 
Befoir  thame  all  he  lies  promittit  plane. 
On  to  Yreland  that  he  sail  gif  rycht  irie 
The  Ylis  all  liand  within  the  ac, 
For  thair  supple  tha  suld  Iiaif  to  tliair  wage, 
FerpetualUe  to  bmke  in  heretage. 
Of  that  conditioun  thai  war  all  content, 
And  euerilk  man  thairto  gaif  his  consent. 


How     GiLLUS     COME     FURTH     OF    YheLAND    WITH 
ANE   GRETT  ARMY   INTO  THE  YlIS. 

Of  men  of  weir  ane  rycht  greit  multitude, 
With  schip  and  boit,  tha  fumeist  to  the  flude ; 
And  gaif  Gillua  to  goveme  and  to  gydc. 
At  hia  command  at  lyffe  and  deid  to  bjde. 
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Quhome  thai  wald  cheis  that  tyme  to  be  thair  king; 
For  neid  it  war  into  sa  greit  ane  thing, 
Agane  sic  power  of  thair  injure  405o 

Than  with  ane  king  that  [thai]  sould  gydit  be. 


How  THE  LORDIS,  AT  THE  COTJNSALL  OF  CADAL- 
LUS,  CHESIT  ANE  KiNG  CALLIT  EWEXUS,  THE 
SONE    OF    ANE    NOBILL     MaN     CoRANUS,    THE 

Bruther  of  Fenanus. 

In  that  same  tyme  thair  wes  ane  nobill  man, 

To  name  Ewenus  he  wes  callit  than ; 

The  sone  he  wes  of  ane  hecht  Coranus, 

That  bruther  wes  to  gude  king  Fenanus  ;  4065 

Intill  ane  yle  he  wes  ryeht  lang  vnknawin, 

Flemit  be  GUlus,  and  durst  nocht  be  schawin. 

With  haill  consent  that  tyme  of  aid  and  ^ing, 

ThLs  ilk  Ewenus  crownit  than  wes  king. 

Ane  greit  armye  he  laid  at  the  se  cost,  406o 

For  to  resist  this  Gillus  and  his  ost. 

Fra  Gillus  knew  him  gatherit  on  the  land, 

Tumit  his  purpois  on  ane  vther  hand ; 

Syne  with  his  ost,  in  all  the  haist  tlia  ma. 

Left  Albione  and  passit  in  Yla.  ioes 

Within  schort  quhile  he  maid  it  all  on   steir, 

Hereit  and  brint  oure  all,  bayth  far  and  neir; 

He  left  na  leid  thair  leveand  vpone  lyfe, 

ioung  or  aid,   other  man  or  wyffe  ; 

All  thing  siclyke,  that  micht  nocht  with  thame  pas,  4070     Coi.  2. 

Intill  ane  fyre  tlia  brint  it  all  in  as. 

Qulien  he  had  done   syne  passit  liame  away, 

Witli  greit  spul^e  in   till  Ybernia. 
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And  for  that  caus  rycht  mony  left  Gillus 

Into  the  feild,  and  come  till  Cadallus. 

Quhen  Gillus  saw  his  men  had  left  him  sua, 

He  wes  so  will  he  wist  nocht  quhair  to  ga ; 

Traistand  that  tyxne  he  sould  be  traisit  be,  4iio 

With  few  thairfoir  tuke  purpois  for  to  fle; 

In  ane  thik  wod,  that  wes  thair  neir  hand  by, 

To  hyde  him  thair  he  fled  rycht  haistely. 

And  quhen  his  men  persauit  he  wes  fled, 

Tha  thocht  rycht  euill  that  tyme  that  tha  had  sped,  4ii6 

And  all  [for]  wrang  had '  partit  [with]  thair  pelfe, 

To  fecht  for  him  wald  nocht  fecht  for  him  selfe. 

Without  delay  tha  came  Cadallus  till, 

Both  les  and  mair,  and  pat  thame  in  his  will ; 

And  he  agane  ressauit  thame  all  swome  4120 

For  tiU  be  trew  till  him  bot  evin  and  mome. 

Syne  in  this  wod  he  hes  send  thame  ilkone 

To  seik  and  se  quhair  this  Gillus  wes  gone. 

Rycht  circumspect  about  with  mony  spy  Lil).2,f.22b. 

Gart  sett  the  wod  rycht  sone  and  suddanelie  ;         4126     ^^  ^' 

And  sua  tha  socht  ane  da  tiU  end  or  tua, 

Quhill  at  the  last  thai  fand  him  quhair  he  lay 

In  tUl  ane  coif  neir  hungrit  to  the  deid. 

Tha  slew  him  thair,  and  syne  straik  of  his  heid, 

And  on  ane  speir  buir  to  the  oist  agane :  4130 

Quhen  tha  it  saw  than  war  thai  all  full  fana 

This  wes  the  end  of  Gillus  and  his  deidis, 

As  in  this  bulk  yow  ma  se  quhen  yow  reidis. 

How  Cadallus,  efter  the  Slaughter  of  Gillus, 
COME  Hoke  in  Albione  with  Victorie 

Quhen  this  Gillus  wes  slane  vpoun  this  wyss, 

And  endit  wes  Cadallus  interpryss,  4186 

1  In  MS.  hard. 
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How  Cadallus  passit  in  Ybeland  with  AKB 

OREIT  ArMYE,  and   SLEW  THIS  FAXS   GiLLXIS. 

Quhen  Ewernis  this  greit  harme  did  persaue, 

He  maid  his  vow  ane  meiidia  for  to  bait  40Te 

Poetp<me  no  langar  in  that  tyiue  wald  he, 

Bot  Bone  be  set  ane  armie  to  the  se ; 

With  hark  and  barge,  bot  and  balliugar, 

Quhen  tha  war  fumeist  tuke  thair  leve  to  fair ; 

And  Cadallus  he  maid  thair  govemour,  408o 

Quhilk  efterwart  that  wan  sua  greit  honour. 

Fra  Ber^one  thair  passage  that  tha  maid, 

Leit  saillis  fall  and   pa^t  of  the  raid ; 

The  wynd  was  fair  and  tha  salit  rycht  feat, 

To  Yberland  the  narrest  way  thai  past,  4086 

And  in  ane  £rth  ane  nobill  hevin  tha  &nd, 

Qnbalr  tha  in  boittis  passit  all  to   land. 

All  flemit  men  into  Ybemia, 

Quhen  that  tha  knew  quhair  that  Cadallus  la, 

Tha  drew  till  him  in  hundrethis  heir  and  thair;  40)0 

Ilk  da  by  da  his  oat  grew  mair  and  mair. 

And  fra  this  Gillus  sic  thing  vnderstude, 

Sone  he  hes  met  him  with  ane  multitude 

Of  nobill  men  that  war  rycht  wyss  in  weir. 
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And  for  that  caus  rycht  mony  left  Gillus 

Into  the  feild,  and  come  till  Cadallus. 

Qohen  Gillus  saw  his  men  had  left  him  sua, 

He  wes  so  will  he  wist  nocht  quhair  to  ga ; 

Traistand  that  tjrme  he  sould  be  traisit  be,  4iio 

With  few  thairfoir  tuke  purpois  for  to  fle; 

In  ane  thik  wod,  that  wes  thair  neir  hand  by, 

To  hyde  him  thair  he  fled  rycht  haistely. 

And  quhen  his  men  persauit  he  wes  fled, 

Tha  thocht  rycht  euill  that  tyme  that  tha  had  sped,  4ii6 

And  all  [for]  wrang  had '  partit  [with]  thair  pelfe, 

To  fecht  for  him  wald  nocht  fecht  for  him  selfe. 

Without  delay  tha  came  Cadallus  till, 

Both  les  and  mair,  and  pat  thame  in  his  will ; 

And  he  agane  ressauit  thame  all  swome  4120 

For  tiU  be  trew  till  him  bot  evin  and  mome. 

Syne  in  this  wod  he  hes  send  thame  ilkone 

To  seik  and  se  quhair  this  Gillus  wes  gone. 

Rycht  circumspect  about  with  mony  spy  Ub.2^,22h. 

Gart  sett  the  wod  rycht  sone  and  suddanelie  ;        4126     ^^  ^' 

And  sua  tha  socht  ane  da  tiU  end  or  tua, 

Quhill  at  the  last  thai  fand  him  quhair  he  lay 

In  tUl  ane  coif  neir  hungrit  to  the  deid. 

Tha  slew  him  thair,  and  syne  straik  of  his  heid, 

And  on  ane  speir  buir  to  the  oist  agane :  4130 

Quhen  tha  it  saw  than  war  thai  all  full  fane. 

This  wes  the  end  of  Gillus  and  his  deidis, 

As  in  this  bulk  yow  ma  se  quhen  yow  reidis. 

How  Cadallus,  efter  the  Slaughter  of  Gillus, 
COME  Home  in  Albione  with  Victorie. 

Quhen  this  Gillus  wes  slane  vpoim  this  wyss, 

And  endit  wes  Cadallus  interpryss,  4186 

I  In  MS.  hard. 
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And  bownit  hame  and  wald  na  liuiger  byde, 

And  tuke  with  hun  greit  spnlte  in  the  tyde, 

That  he  had  wyn  into  Yberoia 

To  recompance  the  spul^e  of  Yla. 

This  beand  done,  with  all  his  men  ilkone, 

He  tuke  tlie  se  to  cum  in  Alhione. 

With  bark  and  barge,  and  mony  gay  gala. 

To  scliipburd  went  eyne  efler  on  ane  da. 

Rycht  souerlie  tha  salit  for  ane  quhile 

In  half  ane  da  the  space  of  tbrettie  myle ; 

Syne  Eolus  his  bugill  blew  so  loud, 

That  all  the  se  with  schouris  he  did  schroud. 

Thair  wes  no  thing  hot  harrok,  how  and  cry. 

Sum  bn^l  on  luffe,  and  vther  sum  hald  by ; 

And  auni  bad  how,  and  vther  sum  bad  haill. 

Sum  bad  on  le,  and  vther  sum  strek  saill ; 

Sum  with  ane  bub  hatl  blawin  doun  hir  bhnd. 

Sum  witli  ane  tores  la  capand  on  the  wynd ; 

Sum  gat  ane  rais  gart  all  hir  libbis  rak, 

Sum  gat  ane  couji  gart  all  hir  [tymmaris]  crak ; 

Smn  in  the  wynd  la  capand  tliair  so  he 

Quliill  scho  tuke  in  than  baytb  at  lufe  and  le  ; 

Sic  feraie  flaggia  fra  the  hevin  did  fall 

Tha  war  iu  poynt  that  tyme  to  perische  alL 

In  that  storme  so  stranglie  tlia  war  straist, 
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This  ilk  Gacfallns,  quhen  he  come  to  land, 

Ypoan  his  feit  for  wanes  mycht  nocht  stand, 

Bot  on  his  kneis  la  fell  down  in  hy. 

Syne  to  the  hevin  keat  vp  ane  cairfull  cry,  4175 

Wareand  Uie  tyme  that  he  wes  wrocht  in  enl,  (v^i,  2. 

And  als  fortoon  had  gevin  him  sic  werd. 

Of  his  awin  men  to  se  sa  mony  de, 

Schort  qnhile  befoir  had  win  sic  victorie. 

Be  this  the  king  wes  cumand  at  the  hand,  4i80 

And  this  Cadallus,  as  I  wnderstand. 

In  armis  take  and  maid  him  for  to  ryiss, 

And  confort  him  syne  on  ane  gudlie  wyss. 
Deir  fireind,"  he  said,  "  of  cheualrie  the  flour. 
Throw  quhome  this  tyme  we  haif  win  sic  honour,  4180 
Rycht  Weill  we  aucht  to  lii-irschip  the  alway 
With  haill  power  in  all  thing  that  we  may; 
Aboue  all  man  on  erd  to  lufe  the  best, 
And  honour  the  ay  quhill  thi  tyme  may  lest. 
Thow  art  oure  gyde,  our  govemour  and  girth,     4i»o 
Quhy  mumis  thow^  haifand  sic  caus  of  mirth  ? 
Hes  thow  nocht  done,  doand  thi  self  no  deir, 
All  thing  pertenis  to  ane  man  of  weir ; 
Sauit  thi  self  and  vincust  hes  thi  fa, 
Spuilteit  the  feild  and  brocht  awa  thi  pra?  4195 

How  culd  ane  man  in  erd  wyn  mair  honour 
Na  thow  hes  wyn  rycht  stranglie  in  tone  stour? 
Thocht  oure  godis  and  fals  Fortoun  this  tyme 
Hes  wrocht  thair  will,  therof  thow  hes  no  ciynie, 
Suithtlie  to  say  that  I  dar  vndertak,  4200 

Thocht  we  Iiaif  skayth  therof  thow  hes  no  lak. 
Nor  to  tlii  fa  it  can  be  na  honour, 
No  lak  to  the,  suppois  that  aveiiture 
And  fals  Fortoun  hes  tumit  so  hir  qulieiU, 
Is  none  to  wit  bot  scho  that  I  wait  weill.  4206 

Be  blyth,"  he  said,  **  sen  this  perrell  is  past, 
We  man  forget  all  dolour  at  the  last ; 


186  THE  BUIK  OP  THE 

"  And  all  ihe  skaitfa  we  haif  tane  in  tins  place 

"  We  will  forget  within  ane  litill  space. 

"  Bot  the  wiischip  that  tbow  hes  win  and  ^oir, 

"  In  to  this  erd  it  will  lest  enir  moir, 

"  QohiU  ony  leid  bes  lyfe  t^iron  to  think, 

■'  Or  man  levand  can  writ  with  pen  and  ink." 

Wyslie  this  king,  with  wordis  bahne  uid  saeit. 

He  spak  till  him  for  to  confort  his  spreit, 

Quhill  at  the  last  he  gart  him  leve  hia  mone; 

Syne  altc^dder  passit  (all  Ewone, 

And  thiur  remanit  quhill  the  aadttane  da, 

Syne  tuke  bis  leif  and  paasit  hame  his  wa, 

He  and  his  men  on  till  Brigance  agane; 

And  all  his  tyme  thair  still  he  did  remone 

In  Epiacum,  in  that  nobill  toun, 

In  peaz  and  rest  with  honour  and  renonn. 

Quben  Ewenus  knew  that  this  Gillus  wea  deid. 

And  he  mycht  leve  withoutin  pley  or  pleid ; 

With  bifi  counsall  that  bee  he  tane  on  hand 

Within  schort  quhill  to  visie  ail  his  land. 

And  HO  he  did  within  ane  lytill  apace, 

Qude  pece  and  rest  syne  maid  in  enerilk  place ; 

In  to  na  part  that  tyme  wes  ony  pley, 

And  all  his  lordis  did  him  weill  obey. 

Sone  efter  that,  bo  did  my  author  sa. 
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And  for  the  honour  this  Cadallns  wan, 

This  nobill  king  hes  gevin  till  him  than 

All  the  strenthis  in  Brigantia 

In  heretage,  suppois  thai  had  bene  ma ;  4245 

And  all  the  laue  als  of  tha  landis  fiie, 

Euir  till  be  haldin  in  regalitie. 


How     EWKNUS     WEDDIT     THE     KlNG     OF     PeCHTIS 

dochter,  callit  slora,  and    renewit  the 
Band. 

Qahen  this  wes  done  this  nobill  Ewenus 

And  his  lordis,  my  author  sais  thus, 

The  king  of  Pechtis  met  at  the  bordour  syde,         4260 

With  his  lordis  that  mekill  war  of  pryde  ; 

And  thair  agane  renewit  hes  the  band 

Betuix  thame  tua,  that  it  sould  euir  stand 

In  forme  and  effect  sicUke  as  of  befoir. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  withoutin  ony  moir,  4266 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  callit  wes  Gethus, 

Ane  dochter  had,  my  author  sayis  thus, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Siora, 

Bricht  as  Lucene,  and  fair  as  dame  Flora. 

This  king  Ewenus  for  hir  pulchritude,  4260 

Hir  blewmand  bewtie,  and  hir  nobill  blude. 

In  matrimonie  hes  tane  hir  till  liis  wyffe. 

To  leue  with  hir  for  terme  of  all  his  lyffe. 

At  Epiacum,  in  that  royall  toun, 

With  mony  lord  and  mony  bald  barroun,  4266 

And  with  the  principall  of  the  Drewedes, 

This  manage  wes  maid  that  tyrae  but  les, 

With  singing,  dansing,  and  with  nobill  cheir. 

With  sport  and  play  that  hevinlie  wes  to  heir ; 

In  sic  fassoun,  quhill  on  the  fyftene  da,  4270 

Ilk  man  tuke  leif,  syne  passit  hame  his  wa. 
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The  Scottis  than,  quhilk  war  of  sic  valour, 

So  wyss  and  wycht,  so  Strang  als  in  that  stour, 

Wyth  litill  force  that  da  tha  wan  the  feild, 

Quhair  Balus  men  al  hallelie  war  keild. 

And  tha  that  fled  in  schippis  to  pas  hame,  4305 

In  Pentland  Firth  wer  all  drownit  in  the  feime. 

Of  all  his  ost  rycht  few  thair  did  remane 

Come  with  him  thair,  hot  ouyer  tane  or  slane. 

Quhen  this  Bains  knew  Weill  and  understude 

His  men  all  slane,  or  ellis  drownit  in  the  flude,      4310 

And  he  onlyve  wes  left  syne  all  alane. 

Or  he  in  handis  levand  suld  be  tane, 

With  ane  lang  knyfe  that  tyme  himself  he  slew. 

This  endit  he;  ye  ma  weill  traist  it  trew. 

Syne  this  Ewenns,  and  his  men  ilkone,  4315 

Quhen  this  wes  done  passit  till  Berigone. 

Syne  efter  that,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Foundit  ane  citie  upoun  Lochia, 

Into  Lochquhaber,  law  doun  be  the  se, 

With  doubill  dykis  and  waUis  that  war  he,  4320 

Quhilk  Inverlochtie  caUit  is  to  name. 

And  syne  efter  ane  toun  wes  of  greit  fame ; 

Quhairat  the  schippis  come  ilk  da  be  da, 

Fra  France  and  Flanderis,  and  fra  Sj^ane  alsua. 

Sone  efber  that  ane  litill,  as  I  ges,  4325  * 

Foundit  ane  toun  upoun  the  watter  of  Nes, 

Quliilk  Invemes  to  name  that  toun  wes  callit, 

With  stone  and  lyme  rycht  worthelie  wes  wallit. 

Quliair  mony  merchand  come  ilk  ^eir  be  ^eir 

With  merchandice  as  that  tyme  did  effeir.  4330 

Quliilk  callit  is  that  same  name  in  thir  dales, 

It  callit  wes  than,  as  my  author  sayes. 

Quhen  foundit  wer  thir  citeis  tua  rycht  fiiir, 

With  all  fassone  rycht  plesand  and  preclair, 

Unto  Brigance  passit  this  Ewenus,  4335 

For  till  concord  the  sonnis  of  Cadallus, 
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Iib.s^3b.  The  quhilk  rycht  sone  efter  thair  faderis  daid, 
^^  '■     For  his  richis  thai  fell  in  atryfe  and  feid. 
Bot  &a  thai  come  in  presence  of  the  king, 
And  Bchew  till  him  the  maner  of  all  tiling,  4 

Then  he  considderit  also  les  and  moir 
The  causia  quhy  that  thai  discordit  aoir. 
Throw  his  greit  wit  that  tyme,  and  his  prudence, 
Rycht  circumspeot  als  of  intelligence, 
Accordit  hea  thai  brether  in  that  steid,  4 

Without  offence  of  ony  part  or  feid. 
So  Weill  this  king  louit  this  Brigans  lord, 
Efter  his  deid,  his  deidis  till  remord. 
He  hes  gart  mak  of  plesand  marbell  stone 
Arm  fair  image  till  his  figure  anone,  * 

Aboue  his  graif  syne  set  it  hie  in  trone. 
Syne  sindrie  dais  ordand  till  be  done 
Solempnitlie  with  aensin  sacriHce, 
Bicht  glorious  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyis. 
Quhen  this  wes  done  the  king  passit  agane  i 

To  Berigoae,  quhair  that  he  did  remane 
In  pece  and  rest  quhill  tliat  infirmitie 
Hes  tuichit  him  with  sic  melancolie, 
Fra  gode  Cadallus  did  £ra  him  depairt, 
Qimome  that  he  luifit  als  tender  as  his  hart  i 

if^d  quhen  he  saw  that  his  seiknes  alway 
Lost  him  no  thing,  bot  grew  ilk  diiy  by  day. 
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<<  To  unjust  men,  and  se  scharplie  thow  luke 

"  In  thi  kiniik  that  nane  sic  office  bruka 

*^  In  greit  causis  be  ay  thi  awin  self  juge^  4876 

For  euirilk  £alt  se  that  thow  find  refuge ; 

And  beir  thi  self  so  wyslie  till  ilk  wicht^ 
'^  That  nocht  in  the  be  &nd  all  tyme  bot  rycht. 
"  And,  mairattour,  put  neuir  the  commoun  weill 
^'  Into  the  handis  of  Fortoun  nor  hir  quheilL        4380 
"  For  and  thow  do,  bewar  rycht  sone  with  all, 
"  Or  euer  thow  wit  thow  will  sone  get  ane  falL" 
This  beand  said,  as  I  half  said  ^ow  heir, 
Quhen  of  this  king  co^pletit  wes  sevin  ^eir, 
He  tuke  his  leif  and  passit  to  the  laue  4885 

In  Epiacum,  syne  gaist  wes  in  grar£ 
Heir  endis  now,  quho*  lykis  sic  to  luke, 
Ewenus  deidis  and  the  secund  buke. 


How  Ederus,  efter  the  Deid  of  Ewenus,  wes    Lib.  3. 

CROWNIT,  AND  OF  [HIS]  NOBILL  DeIDIS. 

Efter  the  tyme  of  gude  Ewenus  king, 

Ederus  than  wes  crownit  for  to  ring.  *  ^0 

In  all  tyme  quhilk  wes  sa  acceptabill  Col.  2, 

To  Qod  and  man,  and  als  so  honorabill ; 

Quhilk  efberwart  previt  weill  in  deid. 

As  in  this  bulk  ^e  sail  se  quhen  ^e  reid. 

Oreit  rest  he  had  the  tyme  of  all  his  ring,  4395 

In  Albione  wes  neuir  ane  better  king ; 

Weill  louit  him  all  man  into  his  dais, 

Flesand  he  wes  in  euerie  gudlie  plais. 

The  maist  plesour  he  had  in  ony  pla, 

In  himting  wes,  my  author  sa  did  sa.  4400 


In  MS.  quhy. 
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Sua  bapnit  him,  efter  ane  litill  quhile, 

Meir  Argatill,  quhilk  callit  is  Ai^le, 

With  mony  oobiU  in  hia  corapaJiie, 

AmaDg  the  hillis  at  tlie  hunting  be. 

Fra  Argatill  thair  come  ane  messinger,  uos 

And  Bchew  tJU  him,  ea  ^e  sail  efter  heir, 

Ane  bellomy,  that  caUit  wea  Bredus, 

Qnhilk  cousing  wes  wnto  the  fals  Gillus, 

That  Cadallns  sumtyme  in  Ireland  slew, 

Not  lang  gftne  syne,  befoir  as  I  jow  schew ;  4«o 

How  that  he  come  that  tyme  with  ane  greit  ost. 

And  enterit  in  at  Argatelin  cost. 

And  waifitit  had  the  land  all  &r   and  ueir, 

Bayth  brint  and  slew,  that  horrihiU   wes  till  heir; 

Bycht  cruellie  gaii  sla  baith  aid  and  ^ing,  4416 

For  to  reveng  the  deid  of  Qillus  king. 

Quhen  Ederus  hard  thir  tydenis  tauld, 

As  he  that  wes  ane  bellomy  full  bald, 

He  maid  na  baid,  hot  bownit  him  that  nycht 

To  Argatill  with  mony  worthie  wycht.  44io 

Syne  preualie  that  nycht  and  all  his  ost, 

"Bfi  come.rycht  clois  unto  the  west  se  cost, 

Qnhair  Biidus  schippis  and  thair  schip  men  la ; 

He  slew  the  men  and  brint  the  schippis  or  da. 

Syne  on  the  mome,  sone  be  the  da  wes  lycht,        4iS5 


CoLl. 
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How  Ederus,  kfter  the  grit  Victorie  of 
Bridus  come  Hame  aqaxe,  met  with  ane 
Herauld  send    fra  Cassibilan  for   Help 

AGANE  JULIUa 

And  as  he  oome  hame,  rydand  be  the  way, 

Thair  hes  he  met,  as  my  author  did  say, 

Ane  messinger  wes  cuming  him  forgaae, 

Wes  send  that  tyme  fra  king  Cassibelan,  44io 

King  of  the  Britis,  of  greit  honour  and  &me,  Lib.d,f.24. 

The  messinger  Androgens  hecht  to  name; 

Askand  at  him  that  tyme  help  and  supple, 

Rycht  meklie  than  with  all  humanitie, 

Agam'a  the  Romanis  without  ressone  or  rycht  4445 

That  conqueist  all  the  warld  with  their  mycht. 

Qreit  Julius  Cesar  als  thair  empriour, 

Qululk  in  his  tyme  of  all  knychtis  wes  flour. 

In  France  that  tyme  wes  CTunand  to  the  sie, 

To  cum  in  Britane  with  his  cheualrie,  446a 

And  for  to  weild  all  Britane  at  his  will 

Or  tak  the  chance  that  godis  will  send  him  tilL 

Sayand  also  that  thai  had  tane  in  handis  '  * 

Exploratouris  quliilk  tha  had  bund  in  bandis,' 

That  Julius  thame  secreitlie  did  schew  4io5 

The  veritie  of  all  thingis  as  they  knew. 

Of  his  desyre  Ederus  wes  content, 

iit  neuirtheles,  or  he  wald  gif  consent, 

Still  at  his  rest  he  bad  him  thair  remane 

Quhill  the  tlirid  day,  syne  for  to  cum  agane ;  4460 

All  his  desyre  that  tyme  bayth  greit  and  small 

He  sould  propone  befoir  the  lordis  all. 

And  so  he  did  syne  efter  the  thrid  da 

Befoir  thame  all ;  as  he  said  I  sail  sa. 


>  In  MS.  landis. ' 
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how   altdbooeus    schew  his    credence    bbtoik 
Edert;s,  Kinq  of  Scotland. 

This  Briitme  lord,  quhilk  hecht  Androgeua,  M8S 

In  all  Britane  wes  nane  mair  curious 

For  wit  and  wisdome,  honour  and  renoun; 

He  wes  than  beet  of  Britene  nixt  the  croun. 

Befoir  thame  all  that  wee  ihair,  ^oung  and  aid. 

On  gudlie  wyss  hia  meesage  thus  h«s  tald :  uro 

"  0  king  Edeir,  and  victor  inuincihill ! 

"  Traist  well,"  he  said,  "  this  is  no  fenteit  fabill ; 

"  That  my  desyre  is  nocht,  I  mak  ^ow  plane, 

"  All  for  the  Weill  of  king  Casaibilaiie, 

"  Nor  lit  salbe,  as  fer  as  I  haif  feill,  M7( 

"  Bot  quhilk  pertenis  to  the  commoun  w^ 

"  Of  Alhione,  as  je  ma  weill  considder, 

"  Quhen  te  haif  hard  quhairfoir  that  I  come  hidden 

"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "sen  our  godis  abone, 

"  Qufaome  that  we  aucht  to  honour  and  to  Infe,     U80 

"  In  Albione  hes  plantit,  I  suppois, 

"  The  perfite  pepill,  bald  and  bellicoia, 

"  To  that  effect,  I  vnderstand  for  me, 

"  To  leif  in  pece,  concord,  and  vnitie ; 

"  And  euerie  ane  in  neid  for  till  help  Tther,  mss 
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''  Efter  the  perrell  for  to  seik  remeid,  4495 

**  Aa  qiiha  wald  gif  ane  drogarie  to  the  deid 
''  Be  this/'  he  said,  ''^e  ma  considder  deir, 
'*  In  Albione  sic  perrdl  dois  appeir,  CoLs. 

"  Quhilk  is  oontrarious  to  the  commoTin  weill 
''  Of  Albione,  als  far  as  I  can  feill,  4600 

"  Be  the  Romanis  quhilk,  in  this  warld  wyde, 
''  Hes  no  compair  of  arrogance  and  pryde. 
"  Oure  all  this  warld  thair  power  hes  bene  schawin, 
"  For  tha  war  neuir  content  ^it  of  thair  awin, 
''  QuhiU  euerie  land,  that  la  neir  hand  thame  by,  4605 
"  Wer  subjugat  vnto  thair  sen^eory. 
"  And  now  thai  seik  vnto  the  warld  end, 
"  To  WB  Britis  till  thame  befoir  vnkend, 
"  And  schaipis  nocht  for  no  leid  for  to  lat 
"  QuhiU  we  to  thame  be  maid  all  subjngat ;  46io 

"  Syne  occupie  oure  land  and  strenthis  all, 
*'  And  we  to  thame  be  maid  bundis  and  thrall ; 
"  And  sua  to  leue,  for  terme  of  all  oure  lyfe, 
"  In  servitude  with  thame  bayth  man  and  wyfe; 
*'  Syne  schamefullie  to  be  baith  da  and  nycht         4615 
"  Bayth  [wyfe]  and  bames  defouUit  in  oure  sycht 
'*  Far  farar  is  ane  thousand  fedd  to  de, 
"  Or  leif  witht  thame  in  sic  meseritie ; 
"  Dalle  with  thame  thus  for  to  be  ouir  thrawin, 
"  Quhair  we  war  wynt  to  be  fre  within  our  awin.  4620 
"  Gif  hapnis  thame,  as  God  forbid  so  be, 
*'  Of  ws  this  tyme  haue  superioritie, 
**  And  tak  oure  strenthis  all  at  thair  awin  handis, 
**  Subdew  oure  selffis  and  occupie  oure  landis, 
"  Baith  wyfe  and  man  all  into  bondage  brocht;     4626 
''  Quhen  this  is  done,  sone  efter  dout  ^e  nocht, 
Bot  tha  will  preue  to  do  siclike  to  ^ow, 
Suppois  rycht  litill  that  ^e  dout  thame  now. 
My  counsall  is  in  tyme  se  for  remeid; 
''  It  is  oure  lait  to  juke  quhen  that  the  held  4630 
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And  so  he  did  richt  haistelie  anone, 

That  thai  to  oounsall  togidder  all  ar  gone. 

In  that  oounsall  thair  wes  no  oontrarie ; 

With  schort  auisement  that  tyme  but  ony  tarie,     4570 

Tha  haif  decretit  all  into  ane  will. 

Help  and  supple  the  Britis  to  send  tilL 

Androgens  to  thame  syne  hes  gart  call 

This  nobill  king  in  presens  of  thame  all ; 

To  him  he  said  than  on  ane  gude  maneir,  4675 

In  gude  effect^  as  ye  sail  efter  heir. 

The  Ansueb  of  Ederus,  Kino  of  Scorns,  to 
Akdbogeus,  Lord  in  Bbitane. 

**.Deir  freind,"  he  said,  "we  haif  considderit  weill 

<*  All  ^our  deshir  als  far  as  we  haif  feill ; 

^  Quhilk  is  till  ws  honest  and  honorabill, 

"  And  ilk  sidyke  plesand  and  proffittabill,  4580 

"  As  to  defend  oure  heretage  and  rycht, 

"  Grantit  till  ws  be  oure  godis  of  mycht, 

"  In  this  perreU  apperand  till  ilkone 

''  That  setis  hes  this  tyme  in  Albione. 

"  For  Weill  I  knaw  the  Romanis  hes  desyre  4585 

"  Of  all  this  warld  to  haif  the  haill  impyre, 

"  As  I  hard  tell  of  thaii*  greit  tirranie 

"  In  till  all  pairt  quhair  tha  half  victorie ; 

"  The  nobill  blude  put  to  confusioun  all, 

"  The  commoun  pepill  boundis  maid  and  thrall ;     4590 

"  Bayth  wyfe  and  bame  defoullit  in  thair  sycht, 

"  Wedowis  or  wyfl^  gettis  bot  litill  rycht ; 

"  The  puir  pepill  of  thame  standis  sic  aw, 

"  In  cart  and  wane  tha  gar  tham  drug  and  draw, 

"  Quhilk  in  this  warld  is  horribill  for  till  heir ;      4595 

"  And  libertie  to  man,  quhilk  is  so  deir, 

"  Translatit  is  into  vyle  seruitude, 

"  And  bondage  maid  of  all  the  nobill  blude. 
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"  Qnliairfinr,"  he  sM,  "  as  I  oonaiddflr  now, 
"  As  God  fortrid  tha  be  victoriH  of  yaw,  i 

"  That  we  snld  find  withoutin  ony  &ill 
"  Tha.  mid  w»e  «fter  uJiaTplie  wb  assailL 
"  As  for  myself,  schortlie  I  say  for  me, 
"  Moir  honest  war  with  honor  for  till  die, 
*'  In  jtiat  battell  and  in  ovre  defence,  4 

"  Quhome  to  we  did  neuir  wrang  nor  violence, 
"  Nor  for  to  leif  with  thame  in  lack  and  schame, 
"  Efter  oure  deid  syne  haif  so  vyle  ane  name. 
"  Quliairfoir,"  he  said,  "  we  haif  decretit  now, 
"  In  gudlie  haist  for  to  send  help  to  low,  t 

"  With  all  onre  power  to  convene  in  vne 
"  That  settiB  hes  now  in  till  Alhione, 
"  For  to  defend  wa  fra  oure  commoun  fe." 
CoLs.     Quhen  Androgeus  hea  hard  him  say  sa, 

He  thaukit  him  and  all  the  lordis  ilkone,  4 

And  tuke  his  leif  and  hamewart  syne  is  gone. 


How  Edebus  send  ane  Qtds  with  AimEOGEU^ 
TO  THE  Kino  of  Pechtis,  calltt  Qsmas.  , 


Edems  king  hee  send  with  him  that  tyde 

Ane  niessuiger,  Iiiiu  to  convoy  and  gyde 
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And  sone  tha  haif  decreiit  in  ^  tiiat  thing, 

In  gudlie  haist  withoutin  tareing,  4UO 

Efter  thair  power  all  help  and  sopple 

TTim  for  to  send  in  sic  neoeasitie. 

How  Andbogeus  PASsrr  Hake,  aiid  schew  ms 
Ansueb  BEFom  THE  Eixo  Cassibilav. 

This  Britane  knycht  paasit  hame  his  wa^ 

And  schew  his  king,  as  ^e  haif  hard  me  sa^ 

Of  baith  the  kingis  the  delineranoe,  4«3S 

nk  word  by  word  with  all  the  drcomstance ; 

Sayand,  he  trowit  thai  suld  nocht  langer  byde. 

Blyth  wes  the  king  of  tha  tydenis  that  tyde, 

And  thankit  godis  of  thair  mekill  micht 

Hes  grantit  him  sic  help  into  his  richt.  4«40 

How  Edebus  gabt  waill  Ten  Thousand  Men, 

AND  send    with   CaDALLANUS   IN    BbITANE. 

Ederus  king  hes  gart  send  in  that  tyde 

Ouir  all  Scotland,  qnhilk  wes  bayth  lang  and  wyde. 

And  chosin  hes  with  thame  that  best  culd  ken 

Ganand  for  weir  that  tyme  ten  thousand  men, 

Curious  and  kene,  cupit  of  honour,  4645 

Stalwart,  [and]  lang  to  stand  in  ony  stour ; 

Quhilk  in  ane  feild  far  larar  thocht  to  de. 

Nor  leif  with  lak  out  of  ane  feild  to  fle. 

Deliuerit  thame  syne  for  to  reuU  and  gyde 

To  Cadallanus,  lord  wes  in  that  tyde  4660 

Of  Brigantia,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

The  sone  and  air  of  nobill  Cadallus, 

That  wan  the  honour  in  Ybemia, 

Quhilk  slew  Gillus,  as  ye  haif  hard  me  sa; 

And  to  ane  lord  of  greit  auctoritie,  4666 


In  MS.  in  in. 


140.  THI    BUIK  OF  THK 

^le  qnliillr  to  Diune  DonalduB  Uian  bec^t  he. 
Of  Argatill  the  lord  and  sen^eour, 
Worthie  aad  -wyss,  and  stalwart  in  aoe  stour. 
To  Britane  thuL  tha  tuke  the  nerrest  way, 
Iib.3,£ss.  Quhair  that  the  king  and  all  his  lordia  lay,  ««o 

CoL «.     To  Tiynowairt  that  toun  •  of  mekiU  pryd^ 
That  Londoiin  now  is  calUt  in  this  tyde. 
The  Fechtis  als  vpoun  the  samin  pairt, 
Comperit  thair  with  ^ir  will  and  hart. 
BIyth  wes  the  Britia  qtdien  tha  saw  that  sycht ;     4MB 
Thair  hairtis  grew  aa  hallile  on  hicht, 
Tha  gart  beleif  the  tyme  that  tha  war  in 
Tha  put  na  dont  that  tyrae  the  feild  to  wyn. 
In  loyall  est  tha  war  than  to  behald, 
Of  mony  heme  that  wes  full  hig  and  bald,  4C7o 

In  belme  and  habrick,  and  hecomont  of  Bteill, 
With  pissant  pans  wes  maid  to  lest  full  weill ; 
With  gude  girgettis  as  ane  lantren  lych^ 
With  breistplait,  bimy,  as  the  buriall  brycht ; 
With  sword  and  ax,  bow,  brand,  and  with  speir,    urs 
And  all  wapynis  that  neidfull  war  in  weir; 
And  pleven  pUdt  with  mony  riall  rufe. 
With  conrtlie  cast  of  cot-armour  abufe. 


How  Julius   Cesab  come  fibst   into   Bsttake 
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Quhilk  piysit  hes  his  power  of  greit  pryde, 

Sayand  he  weB  richt  awfiill  for  till  abyde. 

The  Britis  than^  thocht  tha  war  neuir  so  bald, 

Wes  stupefat  that  taill  quhen  tha  hard  tald.  4600 

Cassibilan  quhen  that  he  knew  and  saw 

His  men  astoneist  throw  sic  dreid  and  aw, 

Befoir  thame  all  than  of  ane  gude  maneir, 

He  said  to  thame,  as  I  sail  say  ^ow  heir. 

How    Cassibilan,    King   of    Britis,    maid   his 
Oratioun  to  his  Men  befoir  the  Feild. 

'*  O  Britis  bald  !  quhat  causis  tow  to  dreid  ?  4695 

"  Haif  ^e  nocht  strenth,  with  mycht  and  grit 

manheid, 
"  Agane  ^onr  fais  this  tyme  ^ow  to  defend? 
"  For  Weill  I  wat  the  cans  and  ye  rycht  kend, 
"  And  als  the  querrell  we  fecht  now  foir, 
"  That  ^e  wald  be  the  langar  ay  the  moir  47oo 

"  Of  better  will,  and  of  moir  enrage  hie, 
"  And  nocht  for  dreid  withoutin  straik  to  file. 
'*  Knaw  le  not  weill,  that  this  is  thair  desyir, 
"  To  subjugat  ws  to  thair  hie  impyre, 
'*  But  ony  caus  of  ws  this  tyme  or  blame,  4705 

"  Ws  to  invaid  hes  socht  sa  far  fra  hame? 
"  Tha  haif  no  rycht  tiU  ws  nor  till  our  landis, 
"  QuhUk  hes  bene  sesit  sa  lang  into  oure  handis, 

Gevin  to  ws  be  oure  goddis  of  mycht ;  CoL  2. 

Quhairfoir  we  haif  ane  just  querrell  and  rycht.    47io 

Ane  vnjust  caus,  as  it  is  rycht  weiU  kend, 

On  force  man  mak  bot  ane  vnhappie  end, 

Quhilk  in  oure  godis  fermelie  that  I  trow, 
'*  So  sail  thai  do  and  tha  deill  with  ws  now. 
"  Haue  we  nocht  heir,  for  to  manteine  oure  rycht,  4713 
"  The  nobill  Scottis,  worthie,  wyss  and  wicht, 
**  Kycht  bellicois  quhilk  war  in  mony  stour, 
*'  Sa  oft  befoir  hes  wyn  sa  greit  honour? 
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<^n  w#  hiuf  «e  pow  ad  m  sbk 
)^  nnw  i)iH>n«U  m  m  j^  am.  rrcK. 
< -'  tR  flwiH  Kt  thn  nnw  dtr  »  'itBO. 
■■-^hr  WA  do.  we  haif  m  Jail  no. 
■■-^k   <^f  knycbtheid  voL  ni  ifom:        <b 
-  "•&  nmn  think  on  ka  aiva  onoBBr. 
-t    xr-'.   FiKmiH.  And  lairi  Tia  ifboriK. 
'.    •if. I.'  xA  Iftiig  tjme  iiis  '>su  xie : 
'    w-   T.'«~lit  >M>  bnndis  aaid  aai  chnIL 
•I,    T>»i   t><i><  dii  that  is  nxraB.  tm 

1!..    -'jin.-v-  tfiat  godis  will  ws  aend, 
'  '-    f^n^  w  jiTf-Mt  be  the  end. 

v..    it,»i  «-r  haif  all  the  lydit, 
ir,,-,-  tiic  mrtir  in  goi^s  myrfit' 

'■■I-    -: •:yni-  oflCT  held  him  still,         47)1 

■  K    >iihi    v-iiti  ininigr  and  gndwill, 

TiMTi.;    with  haill  pover  and  mnji^ 

■    ■  ■■  ■■■      tJ'  ibp  flitit, 

1...^    I     >iwttt>II  tha  pret<nd. 

-Unu"    ihttt  j^>iis  will  thame  seixL    «• 


rat  PcKSCASionr  » 
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With  stremaris  strait,  and  mony  pinsall  proude, 

With'tabome,  trompet,  and  mony  schalme  loud; 

With  clarions  cleir,  and  mony  bugall  blast; 

Tha  grwmis  gay,  in  nother  syde  agast,  4760 

Arrayit  than  rycht  fraklie  for  the  feild. 

Thair  mycht  be  sene  rycht  mony  shynand  scheild. 

Cassibilan  hes  chosin  fiirth  that  tyde. 

Of  nobill  men  that  weill  on  horss  culd  ryde; 

Quhilk  war  expert  to  ryde  and .  rin  ane  speir,       4766 

On  cursnris  kene  weill  bardit  for  the  weir, 

Than  for  to  brek  thair  ordour  and  array. 

Thairof  the  Bomanis  tuke  bot  Utill  fray ; 

Bot  manfuUie  tha  met  thame  with  greit  mycht, 

Quhill  in  that  counter  mony  cruell  knycht  4760 

Wes  maid  to  kneill,  and  sum  to  liclit  full  law, 

With  buffatis  braid  and  mony  bitter  blaw. 

Tha  preuit  vther  pertlie  on  that  plane ;  Lib.3,fjJ6b. 

Mony  war  hurt,  bot  few  of  thame  war  slane. 

The  Romanis  so  wyss  war  into  weir,  4766 

The  Britane  bemis  culd  do  to  thame  no  deir; 

Bot  drew  abak  the  battell  to  renew, 

Agane  sic  force  tha  thocht  thame  selfis  ouir  few. 

On  euerie  syde,  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyss, 

Preikand  in  preis  with  mony  interpryss;  477o 

And  mony  lord  thair,  for  his  ladeis  saik. 

To  tak  and  gif  rycht  mony  stalwart  straik ; 

Quhair  mony  sadill  temit  wes  on  force, 

And  mony  heme  borne  bakwart  of  his  horss, 

QuliiU  that  the  feild  renewit  wes  agane  ;  4775 

With  that  tha  preikit  pertlie  on  the  plane. 

The  Albionis,  with  mekill  bost  and  schoir, 

Fuir  to  the  feild  sic  like  as  of  befoir. 

At  that  counter  wes  mony  crwell  knap. 

With  rewden  rude  sae  mony  raiss  and  rap,  4780 

Quhair  tha  sat  on  that  tyme  at  the  tane  syde, 

The  Romane  knychtis  rycht  baldlie  did  abyde, 
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Than  Btalwartlie  and  stmng  in  to  that  Btour, 
Tha  dowblit  on  with  dyntis  that  -war  dour ; 
Rycht  fiiriouslie  tha  Mr  bo  for  ane  qnhile,  «7SB 

That  ane  mycht  paa  the  space  of  half  a  myle. 

How  Julius  with   aix  his  haill  Poweb  Aim 
Cassibilan  met  in  Plabb  Battell. 

And  syne  or  that  intermell  wes  done, 

The  greit  battell  on  euerie  ayd  did  jone, 

With  sic  ane  reird  quhill  all  the  rocbis  rang. 

So  thrafullie  togidder  that  tha  thrang.  tsto 

Tha  flappit  on  quhill  all  the  fyre  out  flaw, 

Quhilk  mony  freik  on  force  hes  maid  to  faw ; 

Helm '  and  habrek  all  wer  hewin  in  sunder, 

Ribbis  war  revin,  and  refb  that  wes  thair  vnder ; 

Freikkis  throw  force  wer  fellit  in  the  feild,  4TK 

Schouderis  wer  schome,  and  sched  war  mony  scheild; 

Helmis  war  hewin  to  the  achoulderis  doun, 

Mony  ane  i^wolt  and  mony  fell  in  swoun ; 

Howchis  wer  als  hewin  law  doun  to  the  thie, 

Leggia  war  likkit  of  hardof  at  the  kne  ;  4S00 

BristJB  war  briasin  and  bokkit  out  of  blude, 

Into  tlmt  8tour  stalwartlie  that  stnde. 

Fell  we»  the  fecht,  and  rycht  strang  wes  the  stonr, 

Indiiring  sun,  moir  nor   ane  largt 
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With  mony  semelie  scliroudit  wnder  sclieild, 

Ala  bald  as  boir  lies  enterit  in  the  feild,  Col.  2. 

Bot  laitlie  come  than  to  the  feild  witht  few  ;         4816 

And  qnhen  the  Romanis  saw  the  feUd  renew, 

Tha  war  so  ferit  quhUl  that  tha  tuke  the  flicht, 

Langar  to  byde  bad  nother  strenth  nor  micht. 

Greit  Julius  that  tyme,  for  all  his  pryde, 

Into  that  battell  mycht  no  langar  byde ;  4820 

For  force  it  wes  that  tyme  till  him  to  lie, 

Or  in  the  feild  thair  fechtand  for  till  de. 

The  Albionis  fast  follouit  on  the  chace; 

Quhome  tha  ouirhyit  into  ony  place, 

Tha  dang  thame  doun  as  dourlie  as  tha  docht,       4826 

tit  neuirtheles  thair  following  wes  deir  bocht. 

The  Romanis  fled  weill  rayit  vnder  scheild ; 

The  Albionis  war  skatterit  in  the  feild, 

Without  array  or  ordour  in  that  tyde ; 

Quhairfoir  the  Romanis,  on  the  other  syde,  4830 

Tumit  agane  the  battell  till  renew 

And  in  that  semlie  mony  syir  tha  slew. 

Suppois  thair  hartis  than  wes  neuir  so  hie, 

On  force  agane  ^it  war  thai  maid  to  flie. 

The  Albionis  than  followit  quhill  tha  micht,  4835 

And  left  thame  nocht  als  lang  as  tha  had  licht. 

This  Julius  that  tyme  he  had  giit  pane 

Or  he  culd  get  thame  gatherit  all  agane; 

And  quhen  tha  war  all  semblit  in  his  sicht 

Rycht  wyslie  than  gart  euerie  woundit  wicht  4840 

Pas  to  his  schip,  and  tak  him  thair  gude  rest, 

Quhair  leichis  war  that  tyme  of  the  best ; 

Syne  {>ertlie  purjx)st  on  the  mome  rycht  plane, 

To  ta,k  the  feild  and  gif  battell  agane. 
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How  Juuus'  Men  of  Whb  wes  hocht  oontkht 
to  fecht  aoane,  feeswaidand  him  to  ixuk 
Battell. 

His  men  that  tjme  that  wysast  vret  in  weir,  46U 

Of  that  folie  tlwi  tuke  ane  richt  greit  feir 

And  of  sic  danger  wer  into  greit  dreid, 

Sayand  to  him  tliai  wald  cum  lidder  speid 

To  fecht  in  feild  agane  thame  on  the  mome, 

Hes  vincust  thame  ao  laitlie  of  befome.  wo 

And  als  thai  haif  thair  louit  at  grit  lenth 

The  Albionis  of  thair  maneheid  and  strenth, 

So  big  thai  war  in  l>attell  and  so  bald ; 

And  als  thai  wist  sa  well]  that  nane  wald 

Fie  for  na  feir  that  tha  wald  tak  or  fray,  lau 

That  victoria  war  befoir  the  tother  day ; 

ConHiddering  als  that  he  had  tynt  the  feild, 

And  liad  the  maist  pairt  of  his  knychtis  keild, 

Quhairfoir  the  laif  tlia  said  wer  8oir  adred 

To  fecht  with  thame  quhome  Ira  befoir  tha  fled.     4M0 


How  Julius  perswadit  the  Secund  Ttue  his 
Men  to  pas  witht  hw  to  Battell. 
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'  And  now  to  ws  it  is  greit  schame  and  lak 
"  With  thir  barbouris  for  to  be  put  abak, 
"  Quhilk  hes  no  wit  nor  wisdome  into  weir,  4876 

"  No  polide  nor  prattik  wirth  ane  peir, 
''  Bot  hasartrie,  evin  as  it  cnmis  be  hand. 
"  And  als/'  he  said,  "  rycht  weill  I  vnderstand, 
"  Oure  negligence  and  misgyding  all  haill, 
"  Wes  all  the  cans  this  tyme  that  gart  ws  faill,     4880 
**  Quhair  we  haif  spilt  sa  mekle  of  oure  blude, 
*'  And  nocht  thair  force  nor  ^it  thair  fortitude, 
"  Nor  lit  thair  wisdome,  manheid,  nor  thair  strenth ; 
"  And  als  I  haif  considderit  weill  at  lenth 
"  Thair  policie  and  prattik  into  weir,  4886 

'*  Quhairfoir  to  ws  thai  can  do  lytill  deir." 
To  thame  syne  said,  ''  O  ^e,  my  knychtis  all, 
"  I  ^ow  beseik  lat  nocht  ^our  honour  fall ; 
"  Think  on  the  wirschip  that  ^e  haif  win  befoir, 
"  Till  ws  that  is  greit  lak  for  euir  moir  48eo 

''  So  schamefiillie  to  flie  &a  thame  for  this, 
"  On  ws  be  spokin  greit  schame  than  it  is ; 
"  Ouir  all  the  warld  it  wil  be  planelie  spokin 
"  Sic  harbour  bodeis  hes  oure  power  brokin, 
"  Faucht  neuir  befoir,  nor  ^it  wan  victorie,  4896 

"  Nor  prattik  hes  nor  vse  of  cheualrie  ; 
''  Syne  schame  oure  men  cliaLssit  oure  self  with  all, 
*'  Now  God  forbid  that  sic  schame  suld  ws  fall  I " 

QuHEN  Julius  had  endit  his  Oresoun,  how  ane 

SCHIPMAN   SCHEW  HIM  THAT  ALL  HIS   SCHIPPIS 
WAR   IN   POYNT  TO  TYNE. 

Be  he  had  said  all  that  he  wald  sa  than, 
Fra  his  navin  in  haist  thair  come  ane  man,  4900 

Schawand  to  him  his  schippis  on  the  flude 
Without  supple  in  grit  ]>errell  thai  stude  ; 
And  gat  thai  nocht  remeid  into  that  tyde, 
Neuir  on  of  thame  wald  with  ane  \'ther  byde. 

K  2 
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The  streme  wes  stArk,  and  als  the  wind  wee  Lie,    4eoG 

Sa  stiff  ane  storme  that  tyme  wea  in  the  se, 

Thai  mony  one  of  his  schippia  wer  lost, 

Tha  la  that  tyme  so  neir  ane  cragie  cost: 

And  sped  he  nocht,  with  all  power  and  mycht. 

All  wald  be  lost,  he  said,  tliat  samin  nycht.  4eio 

How    JCUUS    LEFT    THE    BaTTELL  AHD    PASSU  TO 
niS     SCHIPPIS     THAT    WER     IN     PeEBELL     FOR 

Falt  op  Help. 

Fra  Julius  hard  tbir  tythandis  tauld, 

A3  hist  it  waa  and  so  that  tyme  he  wald 

The  uarrest  perrell  Srst  for  to  suppUe, 

Paasit  to  his  schippis  and  leit  the  battell  be. 

To  saulfe  him  self  vnto  ane  better  tyme,  ms 

Quhen  that  he  micht  revenge  him  of  that  cryme, 

Qubill  efterwart  he  had  ane  better  querrell, 

To  saue  his  schippis  that  war  into  sic  perrell. 

And  80  he  did  ane  httle  fotrow  da, 

Passit  to  the  se  quhair  that  his  schippis  la,  4eso 

And  all  his  ost  he  drew  intill  ane  strentb, 

QuhiU  that  he  mycht  prouidit  be  at  lenth. 
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The  Albionis  come  to  the  place  belyue, 

Quhair  that  the  schippis  brokin  did  arry  ve ; 

In  that  same  place  also  thair  did  tha  find 

The  haill  spul^ie  the  Bomanis  left  behind. 

Out  of  that  place  or  tha  wald  forder  gang,  4035 

Bycht  equallie  dioidit  thame  amang 

Baith  horse  and  hames,  gold  and  vther  geir, 

Romanis  befoir  had  win  into  thair  weii*. 

In  the  fourt  ^eir  of  Ederus  ring, 

Quhilk  in  Scotland  into  that  tyme  wes  king,  4040 

And  sixtie  ^eir  no  langer  befome 

[That  Jesu  wes  of  the  sueit  Virgin  borne], 

That  Julius  come  first  in  Albione, 

With  sic  repulss  syne  bakwart  is  he  gone. 

Blyth  wes  the  Britis  qulien  he  went  to  the  se,     4046 

Trowand  that  dreid  lies  causit  him  to  fle: 

All  Albione  beleuit  weill  that  tyde 

That  Julius,  for  all  his  pomp  and  pryde, 

In  all  his  tyme  suld  be  joyfull  and  fane 

In  Albione  neuir  for  to  cum  agane.  4060 

Quhairfoir  thai  maid  than  of  ane  gudlie  gyss 

To  thair  goddis  solemp  sacrifice, 

Baith  said  and  sang  with  noitis  that  war  he, 

In  thair  tempillis  of  greit  authoritie, 

With  loving  loud  thankand  tliair  godis  all,  4065 

Sic  aventure  and  chance  had  gart  thame  fall. 

How  THE  Scorns  and  the  Pechtis  tuke  Leif 

AND   PASSIT   HAME,    AND    WES    REWARDIT  WITH 

THE  King. 

Qnlien  this  wcs  done  infc(i  thair  godis  name,  Lih.5,f.26b. 

Than  euirilk  berne  tuke  leif  for  to  pas  hame.  ^^^-  ^• 

Cassibilan,  with  wordis  richt  benyng, 
Thankit  the  Scottis  and  Ederus  tliair  kin^,  4000 
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Quiiilk  tlmtw  tliair  {wwer,  tbsir  grit  sncnUi  and 

Miyi-lil, 
Defuiidil  wiw  tliiiir  glide  qnerrell  and  lycht : 
And  U>  lliii  IWIiUh  Hiclikc  he  did  aleo. 
Quiiuii  tliiH  W(«  doiio  thai  tidte  thair  Inf  to  ga 
Tliiii  L*H()tilliiii,  U)L<  iKiliill  Seottis  knScbt, 
or  Ui-i(^uti.'e  liinl.  mid  all  his  weirmen  wiclit, 
111  gudlit-  litUHt  in  {loiwit  Imine  agane ; 
111  tlmt  i-iuitlil  tVw  of  liiH  men  wes  elane. 
Qiiliuii  liu  oiiiiit'  liaiiic  ill  prftK'tis  of  the  king. 
He  rivliL'w  till  liiiii  lit  Ittsiir  oiierilk  thiiig, 
Of  tliuir  iiitille  thu  first  dft  a.i  tha  met, 
Uuw  tliut  tlmi  faiiclit  twvis  or  the  feild  ves  set. 
Syiio  of  tho  liftttfll,  jiikI  of  the  victorie. 
And  liuw  tlmt  Ci-MAi-  tliiiii  iKhI  to  the  se ; 
Siiyiiiid,  Iw  trowit  that  tlm  woiris  suld  eets. 
And  Alliioiio  for  thnnie  iiy  U'lf  in  peace. 
Of  UiH  tyilt'iiiij  so  Myth  (hnii  Wt-a  the  king. 
Of  his  tvinpill  the  IvlHs  idl  gurt  ring, 
And  waruit  lies  the  yvyiiW  far  »nd  iieir, 
Prelat  and  preist,  thiit  tlm  snld  all  compeir 
yoleiupnitlie  tliairfoir  to  sncrilic, 
Thnnkaml  thnir  godis  of  that  viett>rie. 
Himii  t;ft(-r  th.'it,  (jiiheti  this  Ederns  knew 
Nil  ..uf*'-Ari  f;.   hi/.   I.„»n.lis  .lid  i 
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And  for  till  by  thair  merchandice  agane,  4995 

As  selcb  and  salmone^  scuir,  pellat  and  pran  ; 

For  fox  and  folmart  and  of  mertrik  skin, 

Anew  tbair  wes  tha  landis  than  within, 

Of  woU  and  hyde  thai  gat  at  abundance 

To  fraucht  thame  with  agane  home  into  France.     6000 

Thir  men  of  France  thair  to  the  king  tha  schew, 

How  Julius  maid  with  ane  armie  new 

That  samin  ^eir  in  Britane  come  agane, 

For  till  revenge  him  of  Cassibilan. 

Also  thai  said,  as  tha  rycht  wnderstude,  6OO6 

He  had  sic  power  and  sic  multitude, 

Without  richt  wyislie  thai  convoyit  all, 

That  Britis  sould  be  bundis  maid  and  thrall. 

And  quhen  the  king  hes  hard  how  that  tha  schew, 

Traistand  rycht  Weill  it  suld  be  verrie  trew,  6010 

Ane  messinger  sone  hes  he  send  agane 

With  thai  tydenis  to  king  Cassibilane ; 

And  schew  till  him  the  fassoim  all  in  feir. 

Ilk  word  by  word  befoir  as  je  mycht  heir. 

Sayand  also,  gif  neid  hapnit  to  be,  6015 

That  he  suld  send  till  him  siclyk  supple 

As  of  befoir,  with  all  power  and  mycht,  ^^^  2, 

For  to  defend  of  Albione  the  lycht. 

Thairat  the  Britis  lichlie  all  tha  leuch, 

Sayand  that  tyme  thai  had  power  aneuche  6020 

To  fecht  witht  thame  tha  vincust  had  befoir, 

Aa  for  his  help  tha  wald  haif  it  no  moir : 

It  wes  no  neid  to  send  help  and  supple 

To  thame  quliilk  had  win  sic  victorie. 

Tliis  messinger,  quhen  he  come  hame  agane,  6026 

He  schew  sic  ansuer  to  tlie  king  in  plane, 

Word  be  word,  befoh'  as  I  haif  tald ; 

Quliairfoir  the  king  had  mervell  mony  fald, 

Sayand  thair  bicht  and  thair  presumptione 

Within  schort  quhile  wald  put  all  Britan  doun.       6030 


AjiL  •■    n.   aiL  K  :±  aJ^  her  mt  a^ 

""^y   ■•"ullIC-.    i«n*:    SOff      IL    m»*    3h. 

At  siuliuii  finj.  .in;  «u;  vu«r  uti  su^l  salt 

7:   .SrtUiiK   -■«   rTi"ia.7~ti  ii*  Tik.i  \m  oai. 

TV    ■nj--«:j-r  ■<   ija,:     LTtis    ^kCT  'tU    ij*   033. 

BkT-il  Tir=.  L::t£  ii^j^s    rTMOkni  srii  t«f  last 

Sj;ll   its   i^  if:*!    _T'-r-~   till   ?:car  I..-  iLe  kii^ 

Tji  i^ii  ''^^^^  'jrmt  .ojuz  liryi  s^i  bt  iK<eJit : 

Oi  rj^cij  \«rrji.  tj.-1i  ':nil;..i:a*  lad  Iwld. 

Tbii  K  'lij  wC  !■;  Tiri  ;-=iii:  [t^;]  Le  txM, 

Aiii  s>:&e  be  c>::^jc  ■•-'•^^r  ua<  liioir  umv  hv. 


Oft  the  geett  Ritttu.  BEnrrx  Jcurs  CisiB 

AXT>  rtisntn  tv    A>T>    HOW    C.1^1BIL1>'  TYKT 
THE   FeILD. 


Id  ^'le  arrav  vpi>iin  uie  fJe^aiid  plane 
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Bot  baldlie  biiskit  thre  battellis  that  tyde, 

In  gude  ordour  tlia  bemis  for  till  byde ; 

Qobilk  bes  thame  met  in  middis  of  the  way, 

Or  tha  come  neir  quhair  that  thair  greit  ost  lay  ;  6O6O 

Trowand  tha  had  sum  sle  prattik  in  weir, 

Quhaii'by  tha  dred  that  tha  suld  do  thame  deir. 

Thir  thre  battellis  jonit  all  at  onis, 

Quhair  mekiU  blude  and  mony  brokin  bonis, 

And  mony  semelie  had  rycht  sowand  syde,  6O66 

And  mony  wicht  buir  woundis  that  war  wyde, 

And  mony  bald  man  of  the  Britis  slane. 

With  that  in  haist  the  king  Cassibilan  Lib.3,f.27. 

Come  with  his  ost  to  help  thame  in  the  tyde ; 

Cesar  also,  vpoun  the  tother  syde,  6070 

In  rayit  battell  enterit  him  foirgane, 

With  haill  power  met  bayth  vpone  the  plane. 

Fell  wes  the  faucht  and  rycht  Strang  wes  the  stom*, 

Indurand  sua  the  space  of  half  ane  hour ; 

Quhair  mony  duchtie  than  wes  maid  to  de,  6076 

The  Britis  all  on  force  tliair  for  to  flie. 

Androgens,  that  worthie  nobill  knicht. 

And  vther  mo  that  hardie  war  and  wicht. 

With  vther  tua  of  greit  authoritie, 

Into  the  feild  war  tane  that  tyme  all  thrie.  508O 

Fra  that  the  king  persauit  syne  rycht  plane 

Sa  mony  thousand  of  his  men  wes  slane, 

And  [he]  him  self  had  tynt  the  feild  and  fled. 

Help  or  supple  rycht  few  as  than  he  had, 

HLs  freindis  all  wer  other  slane  or  tane,  6085 

And  he  him  self  left  dissolat  alane. 

Without  beleif  his  kinrik  to  reskew, 

Or  ^it  power  new  battell  till  persew, 

Thairfoir  lie  put  him  into  Julius  will, 

To  quhat  purpois  that  he  wald  put  him  till.  6000 
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How  Juuns  BE8SAD1T  Cabsibilan  to  his  Obace 

EFTEH    HE    HAD    TYNT    THE    FeIU),   ASD  MAID 
HIM  TEIBUTAE   TO  KOME. 

ThiB  Julins,  tba^  gentill  wes  and  lieod, 

Ressauit  him  riclit  hartlie  as  his  &eind ; 

To  that  effect  that  all  his  folk  and  he 

Vnto  the  Romanis  tributaria  suld  be. 

Thre  thousand  pund  of  gude  mouy  alsua,  mk 

Onto  the  Romanis  teirlie  for  to  pa. 

And  hald  of  thame  his  kinrik  and  his  croun ; 

Concord  wes  maid  on  that  conditioim  ; 

And  all  the  Britis  befoir  that  tha  had  tane 

Tha  Buld  be  fred  and  all  maid  fre  ilkane.  610O 

Syne  Buir  plaigis  of  thame  all  he  tiike. 

And  gart  thame  swelr,  bayth  on  bell  and  buke, 

At  his  bidding  all  tyme  for  till  abyde. 

For  ony  thing  that  efter  micht  betyde. 


How  Julius  wes  ressauit  in  Thenovakt,'  amd 

REUANIT   QUHILL   HIS   Men   WAR  HAILL. 


This  Julius,  efter  this  wes  done, 
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How  Julius,  or  hb  wald  giff  Battell  to  the    C0L2 
Scorns  and  the  Pschtis,  send  ane  Her- 

AULD  to  THAKE  TO   HEIR  THAIR   INTENT. 

Decreiit  hes  syne  with  his  cotmsall  haill,  5115 

Bayth  Scot  and  Pecht  with  battell  to  assaill 

Incontinent,  withoutin  tarie  moir, 

For  the  supple  that  tha  had  send  befoir 

Incontrair  him  to  Cassibilan, 

Quhair  he  that  da  sa  mony  men  had  slane.  oiso 

And  first  he  thocht  thair  ansuer  he  wald  heir, 

Thairfoir  in  haist  than  with  ane  messingeir 

All  his  desyre  sone  he  hes  send  thame  till, 

To  lat  thame  wit  that  tyme  qnhat  wes  his  wilL 

This  wes  the  text  Uiat  tyme  of  his  desyre :  6125 

Gif  that  tha  wold  to  the  Romanis  impyre 

Bander  thame  rycht,  and  bald  of  thame  alsua ; 

Syne  sobir  tribut  ^eirlie  to  thame  pa, 

Into  ane  takin  of  thair  authoritie, 

Qahilk  sold  defend  thame  fi:^  all  noyis  ire  ;  5130 

And  wald  tha  nocht,  [syne]  schortlie  to  conclude. 

He  suld  persew  thame  baith  with  fyre  and  blude. 

The  messinger  tuke  leif  to  pass  his  wa, 

And  maid  no  tarie  nether  nycht  nor  da, 

Ane  quhill  that  he  befoir  this  king  Edeir  6135 

Come  and  schew  him  all  as  ze  sail  lieir. 

With  mony  lord  and  mony  crwell  knycht 

Befoir  thame  all  he  said  rycht  hie  on  hicht: 

How  Julius  Herauld  passit  to  Ederus,  and 

MAID  ANE   OrESOUN   IN   HIS   PrESENS. 


it 
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O  king  Edeir,  to  the  I  mak  it  knawin, 

The  Romanis  haldis  this  warld  all  for  thair  awin,    6I10 

Grantit  to  thame  l>e  thaii*  godis  of  niicht, 

Quhairfoir  tha  sa  thairtill  tha  haif  greit  rieht. 

As  God  will,   so  all  thing  it  man  be, 

Ma  nane  resist  thair  greit  auctoritie. 


ise 
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"  A«  be  «xperi«t>s  we  nta  ^iidetstani],  s 

"  How  Uuu  Uiuiuph  in  mony  siodrie  Umij, 

"  In  Perss.  in  Meid  and  in  Asserix, 

"  In  Affrik,  Egipt  »nd  Arabia, 

"  Pholistene,  Poll,  uid  kIs  in  Portingall, 

"  In  Ftwice,  Flanderes  and  in  Span^e  alL  j 

"  And  acboTtlie  syne,"  be  snid,  "  for  to  conclnde, 

"  In  all  this  warld  tbair  is  no  fortitude 

'•  Thnt  ma  resist  Utaii  strentliis  in  a  atour ; 

"  Qabairfoir,"  be  snid.  '■  to  ;ow  it  is  bonour, 

"  Sen  tliat  Zoar  [tower  is  sa  vaik  nnd  small,  e 

"  Quhonie  tba  ma  rycbt  sone  boundis  niak  and 

tbiall, 
"  Tliat  tha  tbia  tyme  so  geutill  ar  and  bend 
"  ^ow  to  res^ne  to  tbair  fallow  and  frcind, 
"  Quliilk  to  :ow  all  greit  honour  is  .ind  gloir, 
"  Perpetu^ie  for  now  and  eiiir  nioir.  < 

"  Forsnik  tbame  nocbt  that  will  lat  jow  leue  Ire, 
"  And  Inaiik  joiir  land,   ;oiir  l:iw  and  libertie ; 
"  And  do  no  moir  bot  curtaalie  and  bend 
L!h.3,f.J7b.  "  To  bald  ;oni-  self  ay  for  the  Romania  freiud." 
Col  I.     Edema  king,  and  all  the  haill  repair,  i 

Tha  dred  dissait  becaus  he  spak  so  fair: 
Tba  wer  mialeivit  of  bis  langage  far, 
Sone  efterwart'  that  it  auld  tume  to  war. 
But  suddaoeUe,  witboutin  ony  bud. 
The  king  to  Mm  this  ilk  unsner  hes  maid.  i 
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QUQEN  JULICS  HER.iUU>   HAD   SAID   UI.S  CREDENCE. 
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"  For-quhy, "  he  said,  "to  ws  it  wes  weill  kend, 
"  Zour  word  so  walkis  to  the  warldis  end, 

That  te  ar  men  of  sic  conditionn,  5175 

Witli  gredie  mynd  and  hie  ambitioun, 

To  weild  this  warld  alway  as  ye  wald, 
"  Sic  talk  of  pw  ryeht  oft  I  haif  hard  tald  ; 
"  With  auerice  mynd  and  beistlie  appetyte, 
'*  In  weir  and  wrang  ^e  put  ^our  haill  deljrte  ;      6I8O 
"  For  gredines  of  gold  and  vther  geir, 
"  This  warld  all   ^e  haif  opprest  with  weir  ; 
'*  But  ony  eaus,  heir  schoi'tlie  to  conclude, 
''  Ze  haif  gart  spill  rycht  mekill  saikles  blude, 

"  Reiffand  thair  rycht  and  thair  possesionis  all,       5186 
"  And  syne  tliame  selff  hes  bundis  maid  and  thrall. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  I  say  schortlie  for  me, 
"  Far  better  is  in  just  querrell  to  de, 
"  In  oure  defens  for  oure  bamis  and  oure  wyuis, 
"  For  land  and  law,  for  libertie  and  lyuis,  6i90 

"  Na  vnder  ^ow  leue  in  miseritie, 
"  And  syne  sic  sorrow  dalie  for  to  se 
"  Of  mony  prince  that  ye  haif  maid  full  puir, 
"  Come  of  fre  will  and  pat  thame  in  ^our  cuir, 
"  At  jour  plesour  put  thame  in  pouertie,  6195 

"  But  ony  rycht  at  ^our  authoritie. 
"  Quhen  euir  ye  lyke  ye  can  sone  find  a  caus 
"  For  tour  availl  for  to  alledge  the  lawea 
"  Rycht  semdill  it  is  that  ^e  ar  fimd  in  trew, 
**  For  no  conditioun  other  auld  or  new,  6200 

''  That  ony  wit  or  mannis  mynd  can  mak, 
"  Quhen  euir  ye  pleis  ^eill  find  ane  caus  to  brek  ; 
"  Fra  ^our  falset  rycht  euill  is  to  defend. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  *'  to  ^ow  I  mak  it  kend, 
"  Quhen  euir  ye  cum  we  schaip  nocht  for  to  fie ;  5206 
*  All  on  ane  da  we  sail  far  erar  de, 
"  Or  we  till  him  mak  ony  aith  or  band, 
"  Quhill  ane  of  ws  ma  other  stryk  or  stand." 
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How  Julius  Hebauld  passit  fea  Edsrus  tc^ 
Julius  his  Lobd,  and  schew  Edebu^^ 
Ansueb. 

Quhea  this  wes  said,  this  royoU  Romaae  k&ycht 

He  tuke  his  leif  axkd  passit  on  full  tycht 

To  the  king  of  Pechtis,  for  to  wit  his  will ; 

And  he  sicljke  ane  ansuer  gaif  him  till 

Fra  thyne  he  passit  on  to  Trynowant, 

Quhair  Julius  at  that  tyme  maid  his  hant; 

He  schew  till  him  sic  ansuer  as  he  gat.  sns 

Then  Julius,  quhen  he  pcrsauit  that, 

That  tha  culd   not  apply  thame  to  his  will. 

The  secund  tyme  2it  hes  he  send  thame  till, 

With  boat  and  schoir,  and  wordis  pungetyue. 

The  messinger  syne  tuke  his  leif  belyue,  ma 

Qiihill  that  he  come  hefoir  Edeir  the  king. 

Without  tarie  that  tyme  of  ony  thing. 

And  mony  lord  with  him  that  tyme  in  Feir, 

And  said  till  bim  as  I  sail  say  sow  heir. 

How  JuLnra  Cesab  send  the  Secund  Tymb  to 
Edebus  and  to  the  King  op  Pechtis. 


'  O  royall  king,  and  lordis  of  coimsall, 
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"  Trow  je,"  be  said,  ''for  to  debodt  ^ur  rydit 

**  With  atrenih,  with  fivoe,  with  manbeid,  or  with   oio 

mycht, 
^  Agane  the  Bomanis  of  sic  mnltitiide 
**  Of  men,  of  ridies^  gcdd  and  vther  gode. 
**  Far  eithar  is  to  ony  man  to  win 
**  This  warld  wyde,  and  all  that  is  thairin, 
*'  Baith  king  and  knycht,  and  all  the  laif  ilkane,  SS45 
'*  Nor  Julius  to  \'incns  him  allane. 
"  The  quhilk  fortoun  hes  set  on  sic  ane  hidit> 
"  For  in  his  tyme  neuir  king  nor  knydit, 
"  That  micht  haif  strenth  agane  him  to  defend, 
*^  Ouir  all  this  warld  his  victorie  is  kend.  &fso 

''  And  ye"  he  said,  '^with  sa  small  power, 
**  To  him  ye  schaip  for  to  mak  ^ow  oompeir, 
^  QuhUk  and  ye  preue  ^e  sail  find  rycht  grit  pereU, 
**  Suppois  that  ye  haif  neuir  so  just  ane  querrelL 
**  And  gif  ye  think,  as  I  traist  weill  it  be,  SSM 

*'  That  ye  pryde  ^ow  in  to  ^our  montams  hie, 
"  Zoxxr  wallis  law,  ffith  mony  moss  and  myre, 
"  Qubairthrow  ye  traist  the  Bomanis  for  to  tyre, 
**  Zoxxr  self  and  gnde  syne  into  sic  ane  strenth, 
**  At  laser  ly  evin  as  ye  lyke  at  lenth,  6860 

^  Qubair  na  Boman  dar  cum  ^ow  till  assaill, 
**  Quhill  all  thair  victuall  be  consumit  haill ; 

Syne  into  wynter  trowand  that  tha  wald, 

For  verrie  hunger  and  for  cruell  cald, 
"  To  pas  thair  way  without  ony  remeid,  6266 

And  so  ^e  trow  for  to  vmschew  thair  feid. 

My  counsall  is  that  prattik  nocht  to  preve,  Lib.3,£28. 

"  For  weiU  I  wait  that  Ls  ane  fals  beleif,  ^^'  ^' 

"  For  Julius  hes  in  [his]  ost  sic  men 
"  The  quhilk  of  weir  all  prattisis  do  ken,  8970 

"  And  abill  als  tliat  ar  of  lith  and  lym," 

Oure  craig  and  clewchis  bayth  for  to  creip  and  clim, 


« 
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"  To  walk  aiid  fnst,  and  for  to  tlioill  greit  cald, 

"  Bustiou3  thai  ar,  baith  bellicois  and  bald, 

"  And  spair  for  nothuig  ather  weit  or  drj-,  sH* 

"  Tliair  is  na  sorrow  tliat  tlia  will  set  hy. 

"  As  for  victuall  lie  neidis  nocht  to  faill, 

"  Hes  all  thU  warld  at  liis  weilding  baill, 

"  Qiihair  tba  ma  brio);  fra  witb  sic  abundance 

"  Fra  Almany,  fra  Flanderia,  and  fra  Fnmce.        UK 

"  And  tliua,"  he  said,  "  ^our  wisdome  is  snia*  worth, 

"  Rycbt  gude  it  war,  gif  that  je  wald  liaif  g^rth, 

"  To  tak  exempill  be  tbe  Britis  now, 

"  Trowit  Bum  tyrae  als  far  now  as  low, 

"  Into  tbair  strentli,  tbnir  manbeid,  and  tlmir         tW 

iiiyebt, 
"  And  now  zc  se  it  is  maid  law  to  lycht. 
"  Fur  all  tbe  wisdome  tbai  culd  baJf  in  weir 
"  Tliair  jwwer  now  it  is  nocbt  wortli  ane  peir. 
"  My  counsall  is,"  he  said,  "  thairfoir  that  te 
"  Awyiss  jow  weill,  and  lat  sic  folie  be,  esio 

"  Or  ^e  on  force  be  bundis  maid  and  thrall, 
"  And  loitnH  tour  lawis  and  tour  landis  all, 
"  And  all  ^our  bamis,  and  ^our  nobill  blude, 
"  Be  put  on  force  syne  in  vyle  seruitude." 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  than  ilkane  that  stude  by,     stM 
At  hia  laiignge  thai  liod  i 
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How  Cadallanus,  the  Lord  of  Brigantia,  gaiff 
Ansuer  to  the  Romane  Legat  agane. 

Traist  weill/'  he  said,  "  cure  mynd  will  nocht     6306 
be  brokin 

For  ony  speche  that  ^e  half  to  ws  spokin, 

ZonT  facund  fleching,  and  ^our  wordis  sueit 

Of  rithorie  in  quhome  ^our  toung  do  fleit, 

With  sic  wisdome  gif  ^e  can  find  ane  wyle 

Chire  sempilnes  trowand  for  to  begyle.  63io 

Ryeht  weill  we  knaw  ^our  fraude  and  tour 
dissait; 

Quhairfoir  in  tyme  now  erar  nor  ouir  lait 
**  We  will  prowyde  how  we  may  best  remeid, 
*'  Sen  force  it  is  to  suffer  all  ^our  feid. 
*'  As  for  ^our  bost,  ^our  manassing  and  schoir,       6316 

We  dreid  it  nocht,  for-quhy  we  said  befoir 

We  haif  jow  previt  pertlie  into  feild, 

Quhair  mony  one  of  ^our  knychtis  war  keild ;  CoL  2. 

Cesar  him  self  wes  maid  on  force  to  fle, 
**  Quhil  he^  wes  fane  than  for  to  tak  the  se.  6320 

We  ken  ^our  prattik  that  ye  vse  in  weir, 

Quhairfoir  of  ^ow  we  tak  the  far  les  feir ; 
"  And  we  be  trew,  as  I  traist  weill  we  be, 
"  Amang  oure  self,  we  count  ^ow  nocht  ane  fle, 
**  For  all  tour  power  and  ^our  mekle  mycht ;         6325 

For  Weill  I  wait  that  we  haif  all  the  rycht. 

Thairfoir  we  think  we  are  in  litill  perrell 
'*  Ws  to  defend  into  sa  just  ane  querrell ; 

And  for  this  cans  te  micht  lat  ws  allane. 

Now  vther  ansuer  get  ^e  of  ws  nane."  6330 
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liow  thai  had,  withoutin  cmy  moir, 
thair  awin  king  that  tha  had  maid  befoir. 
id  also  siclike  that  Newstria 
[it  had  and  all  Annoricay  sseo 

[•And  oome  he  nocht  with  his  siq>ple  lycht  sone, 
Al  wald  be  lost  befoir  that  he  had  done.  IiM.lltfk 


CoLl. 


How  JuLros  LEFT  Britaxe  akd  PAssrr  isto 
Gallia,  and  fra  that  fubth  come  kectb 
AGANE  IK  Britaxe. 

Qohen  Julius  than  vnderstude  and  knew 

So  fidt  in  France  wes  maid  him  of  the  new. 

The  quhilk  perceuit  perrell  and  greit  skaith,  6366 

Qnhairfoir  the  Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  baith 

He  hes  postponit  till  ane  vtiier  tyme. 

For  to  revenge  him  of  ane  grittar  dyme. 

Syne  with  his  armie  passit  to  the  se, 

Saillit  in  France  and  leit  the  Scottis  be;  6870 

Fra  Britane  thus  lycht  haistelie  is  gone, 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  come  neuir  in  Albion. 

In  that  same  tyme  neir  Brigantia  cost 

Ederus  la  with  ane  royall  ost, 

Adreid  the  Romanis  sould  his  land  invaid,  6876 

And  for  that  caus  thair  with  the  oist  he  baid. 

Syne  quhen  he  knew  Cesar  bad  tane  the  se, 

And  fair  in  France  with  all  his  haill  armie. 

Of  tha  tydenis  richt  blyth  he  wes  and  £ane. 

With  all  his  ost  syne  passit  hame  agane.  6280 

And  as  he  wes  hame  passand  by  the  way, 

Thair  hes  he  met,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ane  messinger  fast  cumand  fira  the  Ylis 

Quhilk  hailsit  him  with  mony  staitlie  stylis, 

&kyand  to  him  that  ane  hecht  Murkthetus,  6886 

That  wes  the  oy  of  umquhill  fals  Gillus, 
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Tbv  in&ilk  CadalhB  into  Trelud  stev, 

3ri:3C  «a»n  qahile  ^ne,  u  I  bdiHr  beir  mIkv, 

^imoK  3^  '*«  <Hit  of  Tbeiua, 

T^ia  «ir  lad  boit.  and  mmr  gay  gala,  iM 
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And  on  ane  gallons  syne  wes  hangit  hie. 

And  all  his  men  sidyke  wer  maid  to  de. 

Gnde  king  Edeir,  the  laif  of  all  his  lyue^ 

The  quhilk  contenit  fourtie  ^eir  and  fyve,  6420 

In  peoe  and  rest^  and  greit  tranquillities 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  all  his  dayis  wes  he, 

Ab  be  his  deidis  ^e  ma  rycht  weill  heir. 

G^ne  of  his  ring  the  aucht  and  fourtie  ^eir. 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  bad  thame  all  gude  nycht,     6425 

On  till  his  rest  sjnie  raitdt  on  full  richt. 

Ane  better  king  nor  he  wes  in  his  dais 

In  peioe  and  weir,  in  emist  and  in  playis, 

Tha  sail  not  find,  quha  listis  for  to  luke, 

Qnben  ihai  haif  socht  ane  grit  part  of  this  buke.  6480 

Bfter  his  deid  tha  tuke  of  him  greit  cure. 

And  sesit  him  into  his  sepulture 

Besyde  Ewone,  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyss. 

Into  ane  plane  quhair  ^it  thair  still  he  lyi& 


How  EWENUS,  THE  SONE  OF  EdERUS,  WES  CROWNIT 
EFTER    HIS    FADERIS    DeID,    QUHILK  WES  ANE 

of    the  werst  kinois  that  euir  was  in 
Scotland. 

Eftir  the  deid  of  nobill  Ederus,  5435 

Ane  son  he  had  wes  callit  Ewenus, 

Quhilk  crownit  wes  in  that  tyme  to  be  king, 

As  he  that  wes  maist  richteous  for  till  ring. 

Of  him  his  liegis  had  ane  gude  beleue, 

Trowand  the  sone  suld  lyke  the  father  preue ;        64io 

And  be  exempill  sindrie  tymes  we  se 

That  rycht  gude  fruct  cumis  of  ane  gude  tre. 

2it  neuirtheles  thai  war  begylit  &r; 

In  aU  this  warld  wes  neuir  man  jit  war, 

That  is,  or  wes,  or  euir  jit  salbe,  6«5 

So  far  afiectit  to  foull  faminitie. 
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And  fira  this  coonsaD  to  the  kmg  wes  knawin, 

TbBi  be  wee  socht  sa  scharplie  wth  his  awin. 

He  take  the  fiaild  thair  with  ane  few  men^e, 

For  dreid  of  him  trowand  that  tha  sold  fle.  6484 

He  wes  hegyUt  as  I  wnderstand ; 

With  lytill  sturt  he  wes  sone  tane  in  hand, 

Andy  spnil^eit  baith  of  his  kuuik  and  croon, 

Perpetuallie  condampnit  to  presonn. 


How  Caballanus,  Lord  of  Bbioantia,  was  xaid 
govebnoub,  and  how  ewentts  was  slavk  qt 
Pbebouh. 

Than  with  consent  of  aQ  the  lordis  ilk  man,  $490 

The  lord  of  Briganoe,  noble  CadaOan, 

Thair  govemour  wes  chosin  in  that  tyde; 

The  king  in  presonn  aQ  his  tyme  sail  byde. 

To  giff  exempill  bayth  to  king  and  prince. 

To  gyde  him  self  bat  Tice  or  violence.  B4»$ 

That  samyn  nycht,  rycht  lang  befoir  the  da;, 

Ane  forioos  fuill  in  presonn  qohair  he  la^ 

Hardie,  vnhappie  for  to  tak  on  hand. 

He  slew  this  king  without  ony  command^ 

In  that  beleif  he  soold  rewardit  be  5600 

With  CadaUan,  bot  all  b^ylit  wes  he ; 

Qahair  that  he  trowit  to  be  maid  ane  laird, 

He  gat  the  gallous  syne  to  his  reward. 

This  wes  the  end  of  Ewenns  ring 

The  sevint  teir  efter  he  wes  crownit  king.  6606 

To  euirilk  man  as  it  is  rycht  weill  kend 

Ane  vicious  lyfe  makis  ane  wickit  end. 

Ane  perfyte  man  perfitlie  als  man  de  ;  CoL  2. 

Thair  is  nothing  will  wnrewardit  be. 
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How  AuQXTSTus  Cesar  send  in  that  Ttice  to 
Mjstollanus  fob  to  send  hdc  ane  Takin 
OF  Peice,  and  he  send  hdc  ane  Cboun  of 
Gold  in  Taikin  of  Peicje  and  Freindschip. 

^;Giff  it  be  Buiih  heir  that  my  auihor  sais, 

Angnstus  Cesar  rang  into  tha  dais; 

Xhttt  tyme  in  Borne  the  emprionr  wes  he,  5540 

!b'  Ot  all  this  warld  had  haill  authoritie, 
'^  Ibat  fiur  or  neir  that  lyme  culd  no  man  tell 

Ko  heme  so  bald  agane  him  durst  rebelL 
I   Omr  all  the  warld  of  pece  wes  greit  plentie, 
1,  Jiiatioe  and  law,  rest  and  tranquillitie ;  ssis 

[   AB.  wer  in  peace  withoutin  pley  or  pleid,  Iib.s,£S9b. 

Wes  non  that  tyme  durst  haue  at  vther  feid.  ^^  ^' 

Thtt  Cesar  send  that  same  tyme  in  Britane, 

Tnto  ane  king  wes  callit  Eombalan, 

Xhankand  him  £Ekir  of  his  fidelitie  6650 

He  schaw  till  him  and  greit  himianitiey 

ISO  him  alway  and  to  the  Bomanis  als, 

For  in  his  tyme  he  wes  nevir  funden  &Is ; 

Beseikand  him  to  do  his  diligence 

To  stanche  all  stryfe,  all  feid,  and  all  oiBTence,  6555 

With  everie  prince  in  birdour  neir  him  by, 

And  to  postpone  all  malice  and  invy. 

Bicht  so  he  send  to  Metallanus  king, 

Beseikand  him  siclike  for  the  same  thing. 

As  he  that  wes  so  curteis  and  sa  hend,  5o6o 

To  schaw  him  self  that  tyme  the  Romanis  &end. 

To  caus  all  weir  to  sober  and  to  ceis. 

Oure  all  the  warld  greit  plentie  wes  of  peace, 

That  none'  to  vther  for  ony  thing  niycht  happin. 

Durst  be  so  pert  as  to  stryk  with  ane  wapyn.        6565 


'  In  MS.  one. 


THB  BniK   OF  TBS 


How    'METALUUinS      BEWABDIT    THZ    .ElIFBIOnBIS 
HeBA.UU>,    AMD    [SBHD]    WITH    HOC    TO    BOME 

TO  Cesab  anb  Gboun  of  Qold. 

TIlis  nobill  kii^  wald  nocht  Cesax  deny, 

Bot  till  his  pvirpoia  alway  did  i^iply- 

Ane  croiin  of  gold  that  for^t  wee  lycht  &ir. 

With  poleist  peirlfi  rycht  plesand  and  preclair. 

He  hes  him  send  with  grit  bumanitie,  cm 

Promittand  him  his  freiud  all  tyme  to  he. 

In  Capitoll  quhen  that  this  crouu  ves  Bchawin, 

And  with  the  Bomanis  hia  gentres  ves  knawin, 

Quhilk  caiudt  hes  grit  l^ndnes  of  thame  than. 

For  that  reward  till  euerilk  Scottis  man,  sin 

And  speciallie  to  Metallan6  the  king. 

So  pleait  he  the  Bomanis  with  that  tiuug. 

This  kyndnes  lestit  lang  and  mony  ^eir, 

QuhiU  efterwart  aa  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 


How  OUBE  SaLOTOURE  ChBIST  JeSU  WB8  BOSKS 
OF  ANE  VmOIN  IN  BeTHLEAI^  I»  THE 
QUHILK  TtME  all  THB  WaBLD  WAS  AT  PeAX 


In  this  same  time  that  ^e  heir  me  tell. 
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Thair  wapynis  all  qnhilk  war  bayth  hard  and  teuche, 
Hes  maid  thame  all  in  someB  to  thair  pleuche. 
The  tyme  that  borne  wes.this  hevinlie  king 
Wes  the  tent  ^eir  of  Metallairas  ring ;  U9$ 

Syne  twentie  ^eiris  and  nyne  efter  he  rang 
In  pece  and  rest,  but  ony  weir  or  wrang; 
Syne  of  his  ring  the  nyne  and  threttie  ^eir. 
He  bad  gude  nycht,  and  baid  na  langer  heir; 
In  sepulture  syne  put  wes  for  to  rest.  6600 

So  happie  wes  quhill  that  his  tyme  mycht  lest, 
Haldin  he  wes  for  the  moist  happie  king, 
In  happie  tyme  rycht  so  endit  his  ring, 
Qohen  that  the  king  of  all  felicitie, 
Bayth  Ood  and  man  in  his  humanitie,  6606 

Incamat  wes  for  mankynd  in  this  erd. 
Of  Metallan  sic  wes  the  chance  and  werd, 
Gif  it  be  suith  as  that  my  author  sais, 
•In  that  same  tyme  choisit  his  latter  dais. 


Efter  his  Deib  his  Sister  Soke,  calut  Europia, 

THAT  LADIE  wes  TO  CaDALLANUS,  LoRD  OF 

Brioantia,    hir     Sone     Carat[ac]us    web 

CROWNIT. 

Quhen  gone  to  rest  wes  Metallan  the  kiog,  56io 

Quhilk  hed  ^  no  air  to  succeed  to  his  ring, 

Except  ane  sister  hecht  Europia, 

Quhilk  ladie  wes^  as  my  author  did  sa, 

To  Cadallan,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald. 

Lord  of  Brigance,  quhilk  wes  ane  beme  full  bald.  6615 

Ane  sone  sclio  buir  to  this  ilk  lord  hir  maik, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Caratak, 

Blumand  in  touth,  bayth  fragrant  and  forraois, 

Into  his  tyme  of  knychtheid  flour  and  rois ; 


'  In  MS.  hes. 
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Hanlie  be  wes  and  meik  aa  ony  ma,  .  b 

Aufiill  in  weir  and  plesand  into  pla. 
With  haill  consent  of  tbat  tjme  aid  and  ^ing. 
This  Caratak  wes  crownit  to  be  king, 
Qobilk  in  the  tjiae  of  Metallantis  age 
Byclit  oft  befoir  had  done  greit  vassalage.  c 

In  the  same  tjme  now  tiiat  ^e  heir  me  tell 
The  YHs  all  agane  him  did  rebell : 
Fro  thift  nor  reif  thai  sparit  neuir  a  deill, 
In  greit  confusioim  of  the  commoun  weill. 
This  Caratac,  quhilk  wes  sa  dicumspect,  g 

With  litill  feir  hes  pangit  all  the  feet, 
Or  euer  tha  wiat  outher  to  fend  or  fle. 
Syne  on  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  de. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  as  ^e  half  hard  me  sa. 
This  king  he  [tassit  to  Selluria,  5 

On  to  ane  toun  that  tyme  rycht  weill  wes  wallit, 
The  quhilk  to  name  Caracon  than  wes  callit 
Efter  the  toun  now,  as  my  author  sals, 
That  land  is  callit  Cairik  in  thir  dais. 
Into  that  toun  this  nobill  king  wes  borne,  g 

Lib.3,f.30.  Hia  father  ab  siclike  him  of  bifome ; 
For  in  that  place  wea  his  natiuitie 
Into  that  toun  thairfoir  remajiit  he  ; 
Throw  the  repair  the  king  maid  in  that  toun. 
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Qubilk  curage  had  that  tyme  aboue  the  laue, 

Fredome  agane  and  libertie  to  haiff. 

Fra  Julius  come  first  into  Britane, 

And  in  battell  vincust  Cassibilan,  5655 

Britane  wes  maid,  as  my  author  did  sa^ 

Ay  vnder  tribut  to  that  samyn  da. 

How  THIS  GUYDERUS  CAUSIT  HIS  LORDIS  TO 
CONVENE,  AND  TEIAIR  PERSWADIT  THAHE  TO 
REBELL  AGAINS  THE  BOMANIS. 

Quhairfoir  this  pdng]  ane  counsall  sone  gart  call, 

And  in  the  presens  of  his  lordis  all^ 

Thair  of  the  Romanis  sair  complajnit  maid  he,        6669 

Quhilk  held  fra  thame  fredome  and  libertie, 

And  bimdis  maid  of  all  the  nobill  blude. 

And  put  the  pepill  to  vyle  seruitude. 

But  fredome  ay  for  to  be  maid  thralL 
Also  thair  strentliis  and  thair  townis  all,  6665 

Tha  occupie  evin  as  thai  war  thair  awin. 
And  thus  with  thame  dalie  to  be  ouirthrawin, 

**  Bayth  wyfe  and  bame  defoulit  in  our  sicht ; 
Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  quhill  we  half  strenth  and 

micht, 
And  men  anew,  I  call  it  best  for  me  6670 

All  on  ane  da  in  just  battell  to  de, 

'*  Erar  with  thame  to  ^  leif  in  seruitude. 
My  counsall  is,  now  schortlie  to  conclude, 
Rycht  haistelie  with  all  power  and  micht, 
For  to  rebell,  sen  we  haif  all  the  richt,  6C75 

*'  In  the  defens  of  land  and  libertie, 

'*  Or  in  battell  all  on  ane  day  to  die." 

In  that  counsall  wes  nother  lord  nor  knyclit, 

Erie  or  duke,  or  ony  vther  wicht, 
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Bot  he  consentit  rycbt  Bone  to  that  thing,  stt 

And  hartfiillie  thairof  thankit  tbair  kiDg, 

OS  Ms  kyndnes  that  offerit  him  to  de 

For  to  reskew  thair  land  and  Hbertie. 

Rycht  haistelie  that  tyme  bot  ony  rest 

All  Roman  blude,  and  erast  of  the  best,  stai 

Into  Britane,  without  ony  reskew. 

That  mycbt  l>c  fund,  bayth  loung  and  aid  tha  slew. 

Tha  left  nocht  ane  in  Britane  onslane  doun 

Within  ane  strenth,  one  castell,  or  ane  toun, 

Greit  Clawdeus,'  quhilk  aenjeour  wes  and  ayir        sew 

Of  Rome  that  tyme.  and  had  the  haiU  impyre. 

The  emperowr  the  quhilk  wes  in  that  tyme, 

Rycht  Kono  to  him  tliai  half  maid  kend  that  cryme. 

Be  ane  seruand  the  Romanis  to  him  send ; 

Quhilk  schew  to  hiiu  at  leutb  fra  end  till  end        ceu 

How  the  BritiH  than  brokin  had  thair  band. 

And  had  nocht  left  levand  in  all  that  hrnd 

Of  Roman  blude  nother  bame  nor  wyfe. 

Without   ane  strenth  than  levand  vpoun  lyfe  ; 

And  send  he  nocht  rycht  sone  to  thame  supple,      6T00 

All  on  nne  da  tha  wold  be  maid  to  de. 


How  THE  Ehprioure  Claudeus,  heirand  that 
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Throw  Italie  and  France  rycht  sone  tha  past^ 

Sjnie  into  Britane  landit  at  the  last 

With  ane  greit  oist  that  wes  bayth  lang  and         5710 

braid ; 
Into  that  tyme  no  tarie  than  tha  maid, 
Bot  fordwart  ay,  as  my  author  did  say, 
To  Trynovant  tha  tnke  the  narrest  way. 

How  Planctus  and  Kneus  come  in   Britane,. 

AND   WAN   GWYDERUS  IN   FeILD   FECHTAND. 

The  Britis  all,  and  Gwydems  thair  king, 

Quhen  that  tha  knew  perfitlie  all  that  thing,  6715 

Bownit  for  battell,  wald  no  langar  byde, 

With  mony  prince  that  mekill  wes  of  pryde. 

Syne  raikit  on  towart  the  Romanis  rycht, 

Qnhill  that  thai  come  rycht  sone  into  thair  sycht, 

Quhair  that  thai  baid  rycht  baldlie  on  the  bent,     572a 

With  baneris  brycht  and  standartis  straucht  vp  stent. 

The  Britis  als,  upoim  the  tother  syde, 

So  bald  tha  war  no  langar  tha  wald  byde, 

Bot  ran  togidder  with  sic  ane  felloun  reird, 

Quhill  [throuch]  thair  force  than  trimlit  all  the      5726 

erd. 
The  schalmis  schill  gart  all  the  schawis  s[ch]aik, 
And  scharpe  schutting  gart  mony  cowart  quaik, 
Quhair  mony  kemp  wes  causit  for  to  kneill 
Agane  his  will  wist  nother  of  wo  nor  weilL 
Rycht  furiouslie  tha  faucht  into  that  place  5730 

But  victorie  vnto  ane  weill  lang  space, 
Quhill  da  wes  gane,  and  cumin  wes  the  nycht. 
The  Romanis  than  wes  of  sic  strenth  and  micht,  Lib.3,£sob. 

Thocht  force  it  was  the  Britis  for  to  fle,  ^^-  ^• 

Rycht  litill  skaith  thai  tuke  in  that  melle;  5735 

Tha  vmbeschewit  vntill  ane  better  tyme 
To  saue  thame  self  and  to  revenge  that  cryme. 
Syne  eflerwart  tha  met  rycht  mony  tyde, 
With  mekill  slauchter  maid  on  euerilk  syde, 
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li.  Btimanis  uu  mu  the  winter  tyde 

Dww  :w  me  Axeniit  tfaur  to  remane  and  byde, 

Tj  mat  zaMme  wf  t«o  the  second  leir, 

(^linil  ^ynmux  iomfc  as  :e  sail  efter  heir.  i 


Sjw  0wt!)DC5.  the  Kdtg  oj  Beitis,  kptib  he 
mr  Tss  rnLD.  sesd  to  the  Kimo  of 
Scwrns  iQB.  Scpux. 

[q  3u»  itme  ^vuK  UUB  'king  Gwyderos  Kiid 
^gu  jiuiwifig^r.  wicii  !unQ«  reocKDinend, 
Xi  Cicatauw,   it  ScadBiui  tban  wcs  king, 
iJBJtilk  WtiH  hun  wixli  v^xtfii  lyijit  benyng, 
T)  tiiM  itfeut  JS  3!  «^  efta  heir.  hu 

s^.fcrfi   ."umini;  *^  'I'ub  mirrK  messingeir 
3«{i.Lr  ^  iui^  aitt  ]&e  <&i  adres, 
ivi  ^«s  "J«  «i"^  »  I  «II  »»  idma. 
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"  The  puir  pepill  put  in  vyle  seioiitude,  6765 

*'  Possessit  all  oure  landis  and  oure  glide, 

"  Bayth  wyffe  and  bame  defouUis  in  our  sycht ; 

"  Ilk  knaif  of  thame  is  falow '  till  ane  knyclit 

"  Of  the  best  blude  that  is  of  Britane  borne ; 

**  Thus  ar  we  thrall  quhair  we  war  fre  befome.      5770 

'*  Wnder  the  hevin  we  wait  of  no  supple, 

'*  Nor  ^it  remeid,  bot  gif  it  be  with  the, 

"  And  with  the  Pechtis,  as  I  can  weill  considder, 

"  Sen  ^e  and  tha  ar  connix[i]t  togidder. 

"  Heir  I  beseik,"  he  said,  "  thi  celsitude,  6775 

'*  Exeree  tlii  strenth,  tlii  force  and  fortitude, 

^*  And  help  ws  out  of  this  iniseritie. 

For  bot  thi  help  na  vther  help  haif  we. 

Considder  als  this  [is]  ane  commoun  queirell, 
*'  And  to  ws  all  perteining  of  greit  perrelL  6780 

"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  **  as  tha  with  ws  hes  done, 
"  Sidyke  with  ^ow  tha  think  to  do  rycht  sone.  Col.  2. 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  **  O  jow  victorius  king  ! 
"  We  the  beseik  richt  humblie  and  benyng, 
"  To  be  oure  help,  oure  succour  and  supple,  6786 

**  And  leif  ws  nocht  in  this  necessitie. 
**  Thocht  we  rycht  litill  ma  do  oure  alane, 
"  Bot  Weill  I  wait  war  all  our  strenth  in  ane, 
"  The  riche  Romanis,  for  all  thair  strenth  and  mycht, 
"  Nocht  worth  ane  myte  mycht  reif  [us]  of  our     6790 

rycht. 
"  Sen  sua  it  is,   O  ^ow  king  CaratacI 

We  the  beseik  for  all  thi  goddis  saik, 

And  for  the  faith  thow  aucht  to  king  Gwydeir, 
"  And  for  hir  lufe  that  thow  luifis  sa  deir, 
"  To  be  oure  help  and  supple  in  this  cace.  6796 

"  Do  as  thow  will ;  all  standis  in  thi  grace." 
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The  Ansuer  of  Caratacus  agane  to  the  Brttanb 
Herauld,    and     of    his    Codnsall  in    THK 
Mater. 
Quben  this  vres  said  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 
This  iiobill  king  sic  answer  maid  agane. 
"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "  no  mervell  is  to  me 
"  Of  lour  mischeif  and  greit  miseritie.  8800 

"  For  Weill  I  wait  je  be  the  wyte  of  all, 
"  Sen  pryde  left  neiiir  bis  maist[6r]   but  ane  falL 
"  Qubilk  previa  weill  by  tow  as  I  presume, 
"  Quben  Julius,   the  precoiisull  of  Rome, 
"  Assailzeit  ^ow  with  greit  power  and  micbt ;        fisos 
"  ^our  liartia  than  thai  war  bo  hie  on  bicbt, 
"  That  je  forsuik  our  help  that  tyme  rycht  fax, 
"  Quhairfoir  rycht  sone-  le  war  put  to  the  war, 
"  Thairby,"  lie  said,  "  that  je  ma  full  weill  knav, 
"  That  pride  left  neuir  his  maister  but  ane  &w,    ssio 
"  For-quby  je  sett  oure  power  all  at  noebt, 
"  And  ueuir  sensyne  supple  at  ws  le  socht 
"  Quhill  now,"  be  said,  "  that  verrie  force  and  neid 
"  Hes  cauait  jow  quben  je  can  cum  na  apeid. 
"  ^it  can  I  nocht  perfitlie  wnderstand,  ssis 

"  How  ye  ma  weill  now  sic  thing  tak  on  hand 
•  that  efter  may  befiill, 
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"  ^it  prefalie  on  ^ow  tha  wan  the  feild, 
'^  Qahair  mony  ane  of  ^ow  that  da  wes  keild.        583o 
"  Now  sen  ^onr  power  is  bot  of  lytill  prys, 
"  Quhairfoir/^  he  said,  '*  I  hald  ^ow  for '  wnwys 
With  small  power  so  greit  thing  to  pretend, 
The  quhilk  befoir  mycht  nocht  ^our  self  defend, 
Qnhen  ^our  power  vnbrokin  wes  and  haill;  6835 

^Also  thairwith  ^e  had  the  better  daill.  Lib.3,f.3i. 

-As  it  is  said  in  mony  suithAiU  saw,  ^^-  ^• 

far  ethar  is  to  hald  nor  for  to  draw, 
Traist  weill,"  he  said,  **  that  [that]  is  verrie  trew. 
Crreit  perrell  is  sic  battell  till  persew,  6840 

Sen  that  jour  power  is  so  waik  and  puir, 
^And  hes  no  strenth  sic  battell  till  indnre 
Jlgane  Romanis  of  sa  mekill  mieht, 
<2uhilk  all  this  warld  haldis  thair  awin  of  rycht ; 
And  all  the  warld  thai  haif  gart  lout  full  law,    6845 
Rycht  mony  king  of  thame  standis  sic  aw. 
Multeonis  of  gold  thai  haif  aneuch  to  spend, 
Quhen  euer  tha  pleis  other  to  cum  or  send 
With  new  power  agane  into  jour  land  ; 
Quharefoir,"  he  said,  "  I  can  nocht  wnderstand    6850 
How  that  sic  thing  rycht  Weill  mycht  be  brocht 
to, 
*'  Without  thai  had  sum  vther  thing  ado. 
"  My  coimsall  is,"  he  said,  "  into  this  caice, 
"  That  je  send  smn  in  mony  sundrie  place, 
"  As  France,  Flanderis,  and  als  in  Neustria,^  5855 

"  In  Burgone,  Brabane,  and  Armorica, 
"  Or  vther  landis  lyis  tow  neii*  hand  by, 
"  Gif  that  je  can  rycht  sone  and  suddauelie 
"  Caus  thame  in  haist  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand, 
"  All  to  rebell  togidder  in  ane  band ;  6860 
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"  Saynnd  to  tliame  that  all  the  kin^  ilk  one, 

"  Quliilk  at  this  tyme  rin^  in  Albione, 

"  Sail  tltame  support  with  all  help  and  supple, 

"  Quhen  mister  iu  of  men  and  nls  money, 

"  And  tak  tliair  pairt  in  all  thingie  gude  and  ill 

"  Sua  that  thai  pleis  for  to  consent  thaiitill. 

"  Bycht  Weill  I  wait  thM  pepill  hallelie 

"  At  the  Rouuinis  hes  malice  and  invy, 

"  And  wilbe  blyth  sic  thin^  to  tak  on  hand, 

"  And  be  it  sua,  rycht  weill  I  vnderstand, 

"  For  ony  case  that  thai  can  Weill  cum  to, 

"  The  Bomanis  than  sail  haif  anewche  ado 

"  Or  tha  can  bring  tha  ntletis  to  gude  rest 

"  Then  I  considder  that  zour  tyme  is  best, 

"  Witli  cure  power  together  all  in  one, 

"  That  princes  ar  this  tyme  in  Albione, 

"  Tlian  to  our  purpois  we  may  weill  proceid, 

"  But  ony  danger  of  oure  feia  or  dreid. 

"  And  this  be  done  tliair  is  no  moir  to  sa, 

"  Bot  lat  Ys  de  all  erar  on  ane  da, 

"  And  in  oure  bodie  suffer  werkand  woundis, 

"  Or  baneis  thame  ilk  ane  out  of  our  boundis. 

"  This  is  my  counsall  alway  for  the  best, 

"  Pleis  ^e  nocht  this,  te  may  do  oa  ye  lest" 
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Thairof  the  Britis  was  rycht  blyth  and  glaid, 
Quhen  that  thai  hard  how  that  this  Iierauld  said. 
Rycht  glaidlie  all  thaukit  the  Scottis  king 
Of  his  promit  and  counsall  in  that  thing. 


How  THE  Britis  si:nd  in  Gallia  and  Armorica 

TO  CAUS  TBAME  RESELL  AGANIS  THE  ROMANIS. 


Than  have  thai  chosin,  in  all  the  haist  thai  ma, 
Ambassatouris  to  pas  in  Gallia, 
For  to  eompleit  the  puqK)is  thai  had  tane ; 
Tliai  tuke  thair  leue  syne  furth  in  haist  ii  gdue. 
To  schip  thai  went  and  paasit  to  the  se, 
And  sone  tuke  land  rycht  sone  in  Picardie ; 
That  land  befoir,  as  iny  author  did  sa, 
In  to  that  tyme  wes  callit  Morina. 
Quhen  this  ambaxat  cuming  wes  to  land, 
No  tarie  maid  as  te  sail  vnderstaiid, 
Bot  sped  thame  fast  with  all  the  haist  tha  lua, 
Quhill  that  thai  come  quhair  the  cDUiisall  lu 
And  in  that  counsall,  secreitlic  and  trew, 
As  te  haif  hard,  ilk  word  by  word  tha  schew, 
Schort  quhile  before  as  te  haif  hard  me  tell, 
Agane  the  Romanis  gif  thai  wald  rebell, 
Quhilk  haldis  thanie  in  sic  miseritie, 
For  till  reskew  thair  land  and  libertie, 
And  mak  thame  fre  of  nil  thair  feid  and  wrang, 
And  seruitude  thai  had  bene  in  so  lang; 
And  pleis  te  this  that  I  haif  shawin  now, 
All  Albione  will  confidder  with  ^ow, 
And  mak  supplie  with  hors,  harnes  and  geir. 
Money  and  men,  and  .schippis  for  the  weir, 
And  alkin  thing  that  neidfull  is  to  haif ; 
Quhat  we  ma  do  sidl  nocht  be  for  to  craiC 
In  all  Britaiie  is  nocht  levand  on  lyvc 
Of  Roman  blude  other  man  or  wyve, 
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'  Without  ane  Btrenth  or  than  put  to  the  ae, 

'  ThuB  of  the  Romanis  neir  clengit  ar  we. 

'  Quliairfbir,"  he  said,  "  put  all  oure  strenth  in 

anc, 
'  Persew  the  purpois  we  haif  vndertane ; 
'  Thair  is  uo  perrell  sic  thing  to  (lersew, 
'  For  Weill  I  wat  that  we  will  all  be  trew." 


How  THE  Mkn  of  Gallia  tuke  thame  to  Adm- 

MEXT,   AND   CAUSIT  THK  BUITANB   HeRAULDTO 
KEIP  HIM   QUYET. 

Quhcn  tliis  wes  mid  betuu*  tliem  nil  in  plane. 
Thin  wes  the  nn.sncr  thnt  he  gnt  ogane ;  5*H 

Saynnd  thiii  siild  aduisc  with  nil  the  loif, 
8en'  ncid  it  wav  of  thivir  counsall  to  hiiif 
Exhortaud  thnini-,  for  oclit  that  euir  inyclit  fall, 
Secreit  to  l>e  and  till  keip  counsall  all. 
Or  dreid  the  RoiiiuiiiH  sic  thing  Huld  presume.         SSU 
Lib.3,f.3ib.  For  and  tlm  did,  liut  ony  liiw  or  dome, 
•  '■     All  tile  plagiN  of  thame  that  tha  hod  tane. 
But  ony  dout  tha  wald  hang  thame  ilkane; 
And,  or  tliai  snld  HU»i>t!ctit  be  that  tyde, 
Coniniandit  thuiiie  no  laiigar  thair  to  hyde,  (»u 
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Now  will  I  leif  of  this  ane  lytill  we, 
And  at  thair  counsall  Leir  I  lat  thame  be ; 
And  tume  agane  into  that  tyme  and  tell 
Sic  aventnre  as  in  Britane  befelL 

How  THAT  THE  ROMANE  LeGAT,  CALLIT  PlANTEUS, 

PAssrr  TO  THE  Feild  agane  Gwyderus. 

Quhen  passit  wes  the  winter  that  wes  cald,  6955 

With  mony  blast  that  bitter  wes  and  bald, 

And  cummin  wes  the  symmer  soft  and  schene, 

With  feildis  fair  and  mony  leuis  grene ; 

Quhen  flureis  fair  vpoun  the  sprayis  sprang, 

The  lustie  lark  with  mony  noittis  sang,  5960 

This  Bomane  legat,  callit  Plantius, 

And  his  collig  with  knychtis  curious, 

No  langar  than  in  strenthis  wald  remane, 

Bot  rycht  pertlie  sone  passit  to  the  plane, 

With  all  thair  folk  weill  fumeist  for  the  feild         5965 

With  helme  and  habrik,  bumeist  brand  and  scbeild, 

With  sword  and  ax,  lang  lance  and  speir. 

And  all  wapynis  that  neidfull  war  in  weir. 

Syne  waistit  hes  ouir  all  bayth  far  and  neir 

TTie  landis  all  that  held  of  king  Guydeir,  6970 

Evin  as  thai  list  at  greit  lasar  and  lenth ; 

Wes  nothing  saiff  that  wes  without  ane  strenth. 

How   GUYDERUS,   THE   KiNG    OF  BrITIS,   TUKE  THE 

Feild    agane  the    Romane  Leoat,    callit 
Plantius. 

This  king  Guydeir,  quhen  he  hard  this,  in  hy 

He  haistit  liim  and  wald  iia  langar  ly. 

Greit  diligence  he  hes  done  nycht  and  da,  6975 

With  all  the  power  possibill  that  he  ma, 

Quhill  aU  the  Britis  that  tyme  in  Britane 

In  till  ane  ost  contractit  hes  ilk  man, 
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greit  trobill  that  tha  war  in  that  tyde, 
jjnit  thair  bak  and  mycht  na  langer  byde, 
fled  rycht  far  out  of  the  fechting  place. 
lA  Bomanis  than  sone  fumeist  hes  ane  chace,       eoio 
lA  dauchter  maid  on  thame  ane  waill  lang 

qiihUe, 
fjBowand  ay  fast  the  space  of  neir  sax  mylc, 
Urtiat  than  of  the  Britis  blude, 
llUn  that  thai  come  till  Garran  that  flude. 
bpois  the  Bomanis  wan  the  feild  that  da,  eoio 

ires  deir  bocht,  the  suith  gif  I  sail  sa  ; 
m  lost  sa  mony  of  thair  nobill  men, 
id  wys  Kneus  quhilk  wes  worth  vther  ten, 
^  wit  and*wisdome,  manheid  and  valour, 
or  all  his  strenth  he  stervit  in  that  stour.  6020 

How  THE  Brftane  Herauld  was  send  out  of 
Gallia  without  Beleiff  of  Supplie,  quhen 
tila  hard  gwyderus  wes  si^ne. 

m  this  battell  in  France  wes  hard  and  kend, 
>w  king  Gwydeir  that  tyme  had  maid  sic  end, 
id  how  the  Romanis  wan  the  victorie, 
la  war  disparit  than  alluterlie 

»r  ony  help  thai  mycht  get  or  supple,  6023 

tyme  to  cum  to  reskew  thair  libertie. 
le  Britis  than,  quhilk  on  the  answer  baid, 
la  tuke  thair  leve  and  no  moir  tarie  maid,  Lib.3,f.32. 

id  sped  thame  harae  but  expeditiomi 
'  thair  erand,  evin  as  thai  come  of  the  toun.        0030 

How     THE     EmPRIOURE     CALLIT    ClAUDEUS,     WITH 

Vespacfan,  come  furtii  of  Flanderis  wnH 

ANE  GREIT   ArMIE. 

ne  efler  this  the  emprioure  Claudeii«, 
id  Vespacian,  my  author  tellis  thus, 


Col.  1 . 
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Beseikand  him,  as  he  wes  roy  of  reuth, 
Thame  to  ressaue  agane  into  his  treutb, 
And  thai  suld  bind  thame,  baith  with  a}i/h  and    6066 

seiU, 
For  enirmoir  to  his  impyre  be  leill. 
Tina  Claudeus  than  maid  thame  all  to  ryis. 
In  that  mater  sayand  he  wald  adwyis  ; 
Thingis  in  weir  with  wisdome  suld  be  wrocht, 
Thairforr  but  counsall  he  wald  do  rycht  nocht.       6070  ^ 
ICony  thair  wes,  as  my  author  did  tell, 
Amang  the  Bomanis  crwell  of  counsall, 
Sayand  he  wald  neuir  bruke  Britane  in  rest, 
Without  he  puneist  that  tyme  of  the  best 
So  scharp  and  sair,  that  euerie  man  mycht  se        6076 
To  all  the  laue  it  micht  exempill  be.  Col.  2. 

Vespacian  than,  so  curtas  wes  and  gude, 
Qentill  and  meik,  and  full  of  niansuetude, 
Quhilk  of  his  nature  also  wes  benyng, 
Alluterlie  discentit  to  that  thing.  6O8O 

Sayand  alway,  that  other  king  or  prince 
That  crwell  war  but  mercie  or  clemence, 
Thocht  he  his  liegis  guyde  with  dreid  and  aw, 
So  sail  he  nocht  with  equitie  of  law, 
As  be  exempill   oft  syls  it  is  sene,  6085 

Vnto  the   Romanis  alway  is  dois  pei*tene, 
Of  prostrat  pepill  petie  haif  and  rew, 
And  prydfuU  men  with  battell  to  persew. 
This  Claudius,  quhilk  wes  ane  humill  man, 
Throw  the  counsall  of  this  Vespacian,  6090 

Remittit  lies  all  offence  done  befoiiie  ; 
Syne  gude  and  ill  befoir  him  all  hes  swonio, 
Ay  at   his  faith  i)erpetuallic  remane  ; 
In  all  thair  tyme  neuir  to  rebell  agane. 


"JSO  TUK  BUIK  OF  THE 

How  THB  Britis,  efteb  Gwyderus  was  slase 

CROWNIT    HIS   BbUTHER    ABUElUOTUa '    TO     BE 
KtKG. 

Than  witli  the  counsall  of  the  Britis  liaill,  WH 

That  Britis  hlude  in  Britane  suld  nocht  iaill, 

In  stait  royall  aa  tliai  had  wont  to  ring 

An'erigus  than  hes  be  crownit  king, 

Quhilk  hnitber  germane  wes  to  king  Gwydeir, 

Laitlifi  bcfoir  wes  sLvine,  as  je  myclit  heir,  oioo 

And  Plnntius  lie  ordand  als  to  be 

Oi-eit  precident  with  hail)  autlioritie. 

To  gyde  and  retOI  that  all  thing  fiuld  gang  ryclit-. 

But  weir  or  wrang  of  ony  warldlie  wycht. 

Mark  Terel>ell,  ane  man  of  price  and  pryde,  tios 

Hes  constAt  him  his  victognll  that  tyde, 

For  to  collect  his  tribute  and  his  rent. 

And  to  distribut  dalie  to  his  stent 

Cotuiiiandand  tliaine  that  all  thing  ^uld  ga  lycht. 

And  blythlie  syne  he  bad  thamo  all  gude  nydit,  eiio 

Ezoi-tand  tlian:e  idway  for  to  be  trew. 

And  in  that  tyme  neuir  agane  to  per&ew 

To  mak  sic  fait  as  thai  liqd  maid  befome, 

And  brek  thair  band  and  aith  that  tha  had  sworne. 

For  better  it  war  to  lat  sic  thing  alane,  bus 
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Ryclit  gi-ittumlie  the  Britis  thankit  than, 

Of  his  gentreis,  this  nobill  Vespacian, 

As  he  that  wes  ane  gentill  curias  knycht; 

Syne  tuk  thair  leif  and  bad  thame  all  gude  nycht.     eiso 


How    ClAUDEUS    the    EmPRIOURE    PA.SSIT    OUT    OF 
BllITANE    TO    ORKNAY,   AND    TUKE    THE    KiNG 

Ganijs  TO  Rome. 

This  Claudeus  hes  gevin  strait  command  Lib.3,f.32b. 

To  Plantius  for  to  defend  that  land,  C<>*-  *• 

Fra  Scot  and  Pecht  for  to  debait  thame  baith, 

In  pece  and  rest  that  thai  may  leif  but  skayth ; 

And  he  with  battell  suld  persew  no  tyde  6135 

Scot  nor  Pecht  quhilk  pepill  war  of  pryde ; 

In  thair  awin  realme  with  rest  to  lat  thame  ring, 

Without  thair  self  the  caus  wer  of  sic  thing. 

^it  wald  he  nocht,  at  that  tyme  as  it  stude, 

Pas  hame  agane  without  battell  or  blude;  6140 

Quharefoir  he  chesit  for  the  likliest  way 

With  his  armie  to  pas  into  Orknay, 

Becaus  the  pepill  war  of  power  small 

As  eith  it  war  for  till  ouirtum  thame  all, 

Scot  nor  Pecht  that  tyme  persewit  nocht,  6146 

He  knew  so  weill  it  wald  be  deirlie  bocht, 

Rycht  oft  befoir  to  him  it  hes  bene  tald 

Tha  pepill  war  rycht  bellicois  and  bald. 

Syne  efterwart,  r3'cht  sone  vpoun  ane  day 

He  tuke  the  se  and  passit  till  Qrknay.  6I60 

GydLs  that  tyme  he  had  wes  gude  aneuche 

Him  till  convoy  fra  craig,  sand,  or  cleuche, 

With  mony  barge  that  mekill  wes  of  birth, 

Quhill  that  he  enterit  into  Pantland  Firth; 

Quhair  mony  perrell  in  that  place  thai  fand,  6156 

Of  stark  stremis  that  ran  neir  the  land ; 
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Quhilk  in  Tynd  and  rther  quhilis  in  will, 

Tha  var  in  point  that  tyme  to  periadie  alL 

^it  neuirthfles  tha  chaipii  veill  that  tyde. 

Sic  wes  thair  grace  thai  had  so  gude  ane  gyde.    nmt 

Unto  the  yh  quhair  that  tlia  first  tuke  land. 

No  creature  l*efoir  tha  me  thair  thai  fiind. 

The  folk  weit  fled  that  tjme  or  tha  come  oar, 

Quhen  thai  persauit  he  cuming  wes  on  &r ; 

That  wes  the  cans  that  gnrt  the  pepill  flie,  eies 

Sa  mony  schippLs  tha  saw  \'poun  the  se. 

Than  tliai  renianit  in  that  place  schort  quhile. 

And  sune  thai  pasait  till  ane  vther  ile, 

Quhilk  in  tliat  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

It  cadlit  vnH  to  name  Pomonia :  diTo 

That  wen  the  name  ane  long  tyme  of  the  aid, 

And  nnw  in  name  it  callit  ia  Kirkwald: 

And  tlinir  tha  set  thair  »cliippiii  to  tlie  sand. 

Syne  with  th:iir  ItnittiH  passit  al  to  land. 

By  nnc  watter  be?<3'(le  aue  litill  toun  ei7c 

Tha  »teiitit  tliair  rycht  mony  proude  pal^eoun. 

Kxploratoima  than  haif  thai  send  in  hy 

Onir  nil  the  yle  lycht  scharphe  for  to  spy. 

And  all  the  liind  also  Ijaith  far  and  neir, 

Gif  ony  perrell  did  in  that  place  appeir.  61H 
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And  as  thai  war  than  passand  be  the  way,  Coi.  2. 

The  Orknay  men  that  fled  wes  fra  the  fray, 

And  all  the  laif  als  of  the  land  about,  6195 

Oatherit  thai  war  togidder  in  ane  rout ; 

And  as  the  da  departit  fra  the  nycht 

Tbair  of  the  Romanis  thai  haif  gottin  sycht. 

Than  force  it  wes  to  fecht  or  to  be  tane ; 

Flie  mycht  tha  nocht,  tbair  wes  na  vther  wane      6200 

Bot  byde  the  chance  fortoun  wald  send  thame  till ; 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  and  pat  thame  in  her  will. 

But  all  for  nocht,  tbair  power  wes  so  small, 

Rycht  suddanelie  tbair  wer  tha  vincust  all. 

Amang  thame  all  that  tyme  tbair  wes  nocht  ane  6206 

Left  of  thame  all  bot  other  slane  or  tane. 

Quhen  this  wes  done,  the  Romanis  wer  so  blytb, 

Vnto  the  seig  thai  dressit  thame  rycht  swyth 

Of  that  castell  stude  on  ane  rock  of  stone ; 

With  mony  bent  and  arrowis  mony  one,  6210 

With  gun  and  gen^ie,  and  with  vther  geir, 

And  all  ingyne  that  vsit  wes  in  weir, 

That  neidfull  war,  thairof  tha  had  no  faJt. 

And  sindrie  syis '  thai  saillit  with  ane  salt, 

And  tha  within  als  lang  than  as  thai  mocht  6216 

Hes  maid  defence,  bot  it  wes  all  for  nocht. 

The  Romanis  power  wes  so  stark  and  Strang, 

And  tliai  within  defendit  had  sa  lang, 

Tbair  passage  all  wes  stoppit  by  the  se, 

And  tha  within  syne  wist  of  no  supple,  6220 

And  or  tha  suld  constranit  be  thairtill, 

Gif  ouir  the  hous  and  put  thame  in  his  will. 

The  king  Ganus  with  wyfe  and  bamis  ilkane 

Out  of  the  hous  the  Romanis  than  hes  tane; 

Syne  to  tbair  schippis  led  thame  fra  the  land,        6225 

And  held  thame  tbair  fast  bundin  into  band. 


•  In  MS.  satfis. 
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King  of  Scotland,  the  quhilk  into  his  dais  625S 

Wes  flour  of  knychtheid,  as  my  author  sais. 

This  Romano  pretor  caUit  Flantius 

Perswadit  hes  this  ilk  Arweragus, 

For  to  repell  this  nobill  Woyoda. 

This  lustie  queue  and  liir  bamis  alsua,  6260 

Ane  sone  sche  had  wes  callit  Gwyderus, 

And  dochteris  tua,  the  storie  tellis  thus, 

He  gart  include  thame  in  ane  castell  strang, 

Without  fredome  other  to  ryde  or  gang, 

Tliair  to  remane  for  terme  of  all  thair  lyfe ;  6265 

Yulefullie  syne  tuke  ane  vther  wyfe, 

Ane  Roman  ladie  callit  Genissa 

And  for  that  caus,  my  author  sais  sua, 

That  Plantius  he  wrocht  all  liaill  this  thing, 

To  caus  the  Britis  and  the  Scottis  king  6270 

For  to  discord  and  tyne  affinitie, 

So  that  the  Britis  suld  get  na  supple. 

That  Caratac  gif  efler  so  befell 

Agane  the  Romanis  gif  thai  wald  rebell. 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  lord  of  Cambria,  6276 

Ane  vther  als  lord  of  Tegenia,' 

And  mony  vther  that  war  cheualrous, 

Quhilk  had  the  gyding  of  Arweragus, 

Diaplesit  war  rycht  greitlie  of  that  thing, 

Quhen  that  thai  knew  sic  folic  of  thair  king,  6280 

But  ony  caus  liis  quene  for  to  exclude. 

And  syne  to  mixt  him  with  the  Roman  blude. 

To  him  tha  teid  rycht  oft  and  mony  syis, 

Exhortand  him  with  wordis  that  war  wys. 

For  till  exclude  fra  him  that  Roman  huir,  6285 

And  of  his  quene  agane  to  tak  the  cuir. 

And  keip  hir  weill  alway  as  did  effeir, 

Sen  that  scho  wes  ane  kingis  dochter  deir. 


*  In  MS.,  and  several  times  subsequently,  Feyenia. 
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Witli  the  Bomanis  sa  lang  liad  been  thair  fa  :         6325 

That  wes  the  caus,  he  said,  that  he  did  sua. 

Als  be  na  caus,  he  said,  that  he  culd  knaw 

Of  consuetude  or  ^it  be  writtin  law, 

He  culd  nocht  find  that  he  had  far  miftgane, 

Sen  lesum  wes  to  haif  ma  wyffis  nor  ane ;  63S0 

AIb  prayand  thame  speciallie  with  his  hart 

Vnto  the  Romania  for  to  keip  thair  pairt, 

And  of  the  cuir  that  thai  had  tane  on  hand, 

Anent  the  reull  and  gyding  of  the  land. 


How  Arweragus  and  Plantius  PAssrr  with 
Power  agane  the  Men  of  Tegen  and 
Cambria. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  all  in  plane^        6386 

Of  the  ansuer  that  tha  send  him  agane, 

How  ever  it  wes,  or  quhat  tiling  that  it  ment, 

Arweragus  thairof  wes  nocht  content, 

Fra  this  wes  schawin  to  Aulus  Plantius, 

Perswadit  hes  this  ilk  Arweragus  6340 

With  plane  batteU  in  all  the  hast  tha  ma, 

For  till  perse  w  Tegin  and  Cambria. 

The  Cambrians  and  Tigeas  in  that  tyde 

For  all  his  best  rycht  baldlie  thocht  to  byde  ; 

With  roustie  rancour  that  ruttis  of  the  liart  6346 

Vpoun  ane  plane  thai  met  the  vther  pairt. 

The  men  of  Tegen  and  of  Cambria, 

Thocht  tha  war  forcie  to  the  feild  that  da^ 

iit  neuirtheles  thair  power  wes  so  small, 

Into  that  feild  thai  war  confoimdit  all;  6360 

Mony  war  slane,  the  laif  wer  maid  to  fle, 

Sum  to  the  mos,  simi  to  the  montanis  hie. 


N  2 
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How  IT  *  WAS  SCHAWIN  TO  THE  LegAT  THAT  TeGIK, 

Cambria,  and  Lobinia^  had  bebellit. 

This  samin  tyme,  now  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

The  Cambriens  and  all  Teginia  6380 

Buskit  but  baid  that  tyme  or  tha  wald  blin, 

On  till  ane  toun  wes  callit  Coremyn; 

Quhilk  wes  ane  toun  of  honour  than  and  fame, 

That  Schoresberrie  now  is  callit  to  name. 

And  all  the  nobillis  of  leinia  6386 

Come  thair  that  tyme,  with  mony  vther  ma, 

For  to  devyis  into  sa  greit  ane  thing  ; 

And  speciallie  quhilk  wes  agane  thair  king, 

So  wranguslie  that  did  liis  quene  exclude, 

Infectand  him  syne  with  the  Roman  blude  6300 

Sua  lang  befome  had  bene  thair  moiiall  fa, 

Fredome  and  land  also  had  tane  tliame  fra. 

With  haill  consent  thair  tha  decreittit  all. 

For  ony  thing  that  efter  mycht  befall, 

All  on  ane  da  in  just  batteU  to  de,  6395 

Or  to  reskew  bayth  land  and  libertie. 

And  or  tha  wald  oucht  ellis  lak  on  hand, 

Sone  half  thai  send  in  mony  sindrie  land, 

As  in  Comwell  and  als  in  Candalia 

And  all  the  partis  of  Damonia,  6400 

Requyrand  thame  ryoht  afald  with  thair  hart, 

In  that  purpois  that  thai  wald  tak  thair  part. 

Tha  landis  now  contenis  in  thir  dais 

Comewell  and  Kendaill,  as  ray  author  sais, 

And  Diromschire  ^  all  haill  with  Cumerland,  6405 

Evin  to  the  valis  of  Esk  and  of  Annand. 

The  lordis  all,  that  dwelt  thir  landis  within, 

Comperit  hes  that  tyme  in  Coremyn, 


» In  MS.  1^  it. 
*  In  MS.  Cobinia. 


'  In  MS.  riromschire. 
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And  all  tlie  laif  syne  semblit  thair  ryeht  sone, 

For  to  devyia  quhat  best  war  to  be  done,  64 

With  lang  consulting  of  mony  sindrie  thing, 

Compleinand  soir  the  folie  of  thair  king, 

Throw  fleschlie  liiat  infeetit  with  ane  huir, 

Erar  to  ring  vnder  the  Romania  cuir. 

And  be  thair  seruand  dalie  in  all  thing  m 

But  libertie,  nor  for  to  be  thair  king : 

His  nobill  quene,  quhilk  wes  of  royall  hlude. 

Dame  Woyada,  that  wee  baith  fair  and  gude, 

And  hir  bamis,  but  ony  caos  or  quhy, 

Excludit  hes  out  of  hia  company.  iw 

Quliairfoir  to  purpois  planelie  tliai  pretend 

To  tak  the  chance  that  godis  will  thame  send 

In  plane  battell,  and  thair  erar  to  de, 

Na  vnder  thame  in   sic  bondage  to  be. 

This  counsall  ilk  man  thocht  commodious,  »i 

The  Bomaiu  blude  tha  held  sa  odeous, 

And  aeruitude  that  thai  had  lang  bene  in. 

With  sic  desyre  thair  libertie  to  win, 

Decreittit  than  it  wes  with  eiierilk  lord. 

In  that  counsall  without  ony  di.scord,  « 

That  thai  wald  fecht  for  land,  bamis  and  wyve. 

And  thus  thai  gaif  sentence  diffinityve. 

And  cuerie  man,  bayth  euill  and  gude  that  tyde, 
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■Sum  of  Kyndale,'  and  sum  of  Coremjm ; 

Thus  all  that  day  thair  wittis  wer  in  twyn. 

Tha  war  sa  hie  ilkane  in  his  intent^ 

Neuir  ane  to  vther  wald  gif  his  consent ; 

So  oouetous  thai  war  that  tyme  of  gloir,  6445 

Tha[t]  thai  war  lyke  for  to  discord  thairfoir. 

Comas  ane  man  of  hie  authoritie, 

Of  Cambria  ane  greit  nobill  wes  hie, 

Heirand  that  tyme  sic  sdsma  and  discord. 

With  greit  contentionn  als  of  lord  and  lord,  6460 

Yp  that  he  stude  in  middis  of  thame  aw. 

And  thus  he  said,  as  I  sail  to  ^ow  schaw. 

*'  Lordis,"  said  he,  **  ane  se,  sa  God  me  saue, 

''  Ilkane  of  ^ow  desyris  for  till  haif 

Naturallie  honour  and  dignitie,  6455 

As  at  this  tyme  appeiris  weill  to  be ; 

Quhairfoir  I  think  that  it  is  all  the  war^ 

That  nane  of  ^ow  ane  vther  will  pre&r, 

Qohilk  at  this  tyme  is  neidfull  for  to  be, 

Ane  for  to  haif  the  haill  authoritie,  6460 

At  the  plesour  this  tyme  of  euerie  lord, 

With  lufe  and  favour  without  ony  discord; 

For  quhair  thair  is  divudoun  in  sic  thing, 

Bycht  Weill  I  wait  that  nother  prince  no  king 

May  win  wirschip,  honour,  or  yictorie,  6465 

"  Or  tit  prevaUl  agane  his  ennimie. 
''  Neidfull  it  is  thairfoir  into  sic  thing, 
*'  Now  at  this  tyme  sen  that  we  want  our  king, 

To  cheb  ane  man  of  hie  genelogie,  ^Orf' i^^ 

And  gif  till  him  the  haill  authoritie,  6470 

And  all  the  laif  at  his  will  till  obey, 

With  all  plesour  but  contrapleid  or  pley. 

AniiLTig  thair  self  is  sic  equalitie 
"  Of  honour,  riches,  and  of  dignitie, 
"  And  euirilk  man  hes  sic  affectioim  6476 

"  To  him  awin  self  with  sic  delectioun. 
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'  Inordiaat,  without  humaDitie, 

'  So  greit  desyre  le  half  of  dignitie, 

'  That  neuir  ane  content  ia  of  ane  vther 

'  He  suld  prevaill,  suppois  he  war  his  bruther.        MM 

'  My  Goimsall  is  thairfor  into  this  thing, 

'  Refer  ^ow  all  vnto  the  Scottis  king ; 

'  Oude  Caratac,  quitilk  ia  of  sic  honour, 

'  Mak  him  lour  cheif,  ^our  gyde  and  goueraour, 

'  And  he  to  haif  the  liaill  autfaoritie,  SMS 

'  And  te  ilkone  at  liia  command  to  be. 

'  Sen  that  thu^  quen-ell  ia  commoun  to  jow  baith, 

'  For  to  revenge  the  greit  injure  and  skaith 

"  Is  done  to  wa,  and  to  him  nelf  alsua, 

"  And  bia  sister,  gude  quene  Woyada,  6400 

"  And  hir  loung  sone,  that  ia  our  prince  Guydeir, 

"  HU  sister  8one  and  his  nevoy  ao  neir; 

"  Sen  lie  of  law  his  tutour  aucht  to  be, 

"  And  hes  tbairof  rycht  and  authoritie, 

"  And  all  the  lordis  that  ar  in  Britane,  uvs 

"  To  t)vk  his  pairt  at  this  tyme  euirilkaue 

"  Agane  the  Komanis  and  oure  crwell  king, 

"  Other  to  de  or  to  revenge  this  thing." 

How  THE  BritiS   EFTEB  THE  COONSALL  SEND  ANE 

Heiiauld  to  Caratacos,'  King  of  Scorns, 
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Done  be  ^our  king,  the  fals  Arweragus, 

Throw  perswasiouQ  of  Aulus  Plantus,  65io 

He  mixt  him  so  with  the  Roman  blude, 

The  quhilk  I  traist  salbe  for  lytill  gude 

Of  W8  or  ^ow,  or  ^it  or  any  vther 
'*  In  Albione,  als  fSeir  as  I  considder. 
*'  That  thing  is  wrocht  alway,  rjcht  weill  I  wait,     6515 
''  With  fraude  and  faiaet,  tressoun  and  dissait, 

Into  the  contrair  of  the  commoun  weill, 

Of  ws  ilkone,  als  far  as  I  haif  feill, 

Throw  greit  foUe  of  this   Arveragus, 
**  Sedueit  so  with  this  Planctus,  6520 

*'  With  fair  treittie  hes  maid  sic  ane  trane, 
"  For  oft  fair  hechtis  makis  fuillis  fane. 
"  So  fairis  it  alway  be  tour  king 
"  Witli  Planctus  so   blindit  in  that  thing, 
"  Throw  sic  displesour    he   hes  wynd    him   ane       6525 

pime; 
"  Syne  quhen  his  fut  is  fast  into  the  girne, 
"  That  he  dow  nother  for  to  fend  nor  flie, 
"  Than  force  it  is  to  him  in  thrall  to  b^. 

Sen  that  this  querrell  is  commoun  to  ws  bayth. 

For  till  vmschew  sic  perrell  and  greit  skayth,     6630 

I  am  content  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand,  Coi.  2. 

In  that  querrell  quliill  I  ma  stryk  or  stand, 

To  be  revengit  on  ^our  tirrane  king. 

Fra  winter  pas,  quhill  grene  levis  do  spring, 

I  salbe  thair  with  all  power  I  ma,  6535 

Quhair  euer  it  be  at  sic  place  and  at  da." 

How  THE  Britane  Herauld  passit  fra  Carata- 

CUS  TO   CORAMYN,  AND  SCHEW  TO  THAI   LORDIS 

HIS  Ansuer. 

Quiien  Caratac  his  ansuer  so  Lad  said, 

Tlie  messinger  tbairof  he  wes  rycht  glaid. 

Befoir  the  king  thair  kneilland  on  his  knc 

He  thankit  him  rycht  oft  and  reuerentlie ;  6540 
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Syne  curtafllie,  at  king  and  lordia  than. 

He  tuke  liis  leif  and  panit  iu  Britone. 

Witlioutin  rest  boitb  da  and  nycfat  he  raid 

To  Corymyn  qulioir  all  the  Britts  baid, 

To  qubome  rydit  sone  bis  ansuer  hes  maid  knawin,  SM 

Ilk  word  hj  word  befoir  bb  I  baif  schawin ; 

Quliairof  the  Britis  was  lycht  blyth  ilkone. 

The  symmer  Bessoun  than  wea  neir  lumd  gone, 

And  curnui  wea  the  winter  cuill  and  cald, 

Tliat  euerilk  mini  thftii  drew  him  till  ane  bold,     WW 

J>nand  the  pkne  and  posstuid  till  one  atrenth, 

Quhill  that  the  winter  wes  gone  by  at  lenth. 

Betuix  thtime  thtm  suppois  thai  tuke  na  peic^ 

The  ctdd  winter  gart  all  the  weiris  ceis. 

How   Cahatacus,   the  King  of  Scottib,   cons 
WITH  ALL  HIS  Power  ahd  met  the  Bains 

NEIR   BY   EbOKAC. 
Qiiben  passit  vea  the  winter  with  his  scbooris,       MSC 
And  cuming  wes  the  symmer  with  his  flouris, 
With  nychti»  short,  and  luutie  dnJB  lang, 
And  flouris  fair  out  of  thair  knoppis  sprang. 
The  Tegens  all,  and  Comag^QB  all  sa, 
The  Cambrieufl  and  all  Candalia,  MM 

With  all  the  Britis  as  je  bard  befoir, 


Cd.  1. 
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How  THE    BbITIS    and  THE    PeCHTIS    MAID    KiNO 

Caratao  the  Govebnoub  of  all  Albionk 

With  haill  consent  of  king  and  euerilk  lord,  6575 

All  in  ane  will  without  ony  discord, 

King  Coratac  thai  maid  thair  govemour, 

As  he  that  wes  of  Albione  the  flour.  LiK3,f.34b. 

Auchtie  thousand  of  fechtand  men  that  da, 

Tha  war  be  taill,  as  my  author  did  sa,  6580 

Worthie  and  wicht  thair  wapyins  for  to  weild, 

Fumeist  rycht  weill  to  fecht  in  ony  feild. 

King  Cai-atac,  of  the  best  wayLs  he  can, 

Gart  put  in  ordour  that  tyme  euerilk  man ; 

Dewydand  thame  in  sindrie  feildis  also,  6585 

And  euerilk  feild  with  his  chiftane  to  go, 

Vnder  baner  thairfoir  to  byde  and  be 

At  his  command,  baith  for  to  fecht  and  flie. 

Ane  large  ost  thai  wer  of  leiith  and  breid, 

Tha  cled  the  plane  ouir  all  quliat  tha  ^eid ;  6690 

Thair  baneris  braid  agane  the  bemis  brycht 

Of  Phebus  face  illuminat  all  with   licht ; 

Thair  schynand  scheildis  glitterit  aa  gold  wyir, 

With  diamantis  deir,  most  dantie  of  desyre, 

CJled  in  cot  armour  of  mony  sindrie  hew,  6595 

With  rubeis  reid,  and  mony  saphir  blew, 

With  poleist  perle,  and  mony  pretious  stone, 

Agane  the  schyning  of  the  sone  tlia  schone. 

With  goldin  gullis  glitterand  as  ane  gleid, 

Ane  semeliar  sicht  wes  neuir  of  Adamis  seid.  eooo 

The  schalmes  schill  schoutit  with  sic  ane  sound. 

And  bugiUis  blast  gart  all  the  bank  reboimd; 

Trumj)et  and  tabume  tunit  with  sic  ane  stevm 

Quhill  all  thair  noyis  rang  vp  to  tlie  hevin. 

Thair  steill  helmes,  and  bureall  basnetis  brycht,       cco5 

Like  lucent  lantrynis  caist  ane  aureat  lycht. 
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How  Ahweeagus    and    Planctds    the    Lkgat 

TUKE  THE  FeILD   AOAKE  CaBATACDS. 

Quhen  this  we^i  scliawin  to  king  Arwerogua, 

And  the  protectour  Aulus   Flaoclus, 

Thair  wea  no  lat,  thai  list  nocht  for  to  ly, 

Bot  sone  for  battell  bownit  thame  in  hy,  eeio 

With  raony  Brit  and  mony  Romane  knycht 

And  mony  vther  wortliie  wea  and  wicht, 

Tba  lefit  tlie  strenth  and  passit  to  the  feild, 

Buskit  for  battel)  haith  with  apeir  and  schcUd. 

Thia  Planctua,  frn  tyine  he  vnderstude  eei5 

The  strenth  and  niycht,  and  ala  the  multitude, 

Of  Alhionia,  aa  aindrie  men  liim  schew. 

He  knew  greit  peneH  battell  till  persew. 

Quhairfoir  rycht  sone  he  socht  aiic  vtlier  w.ay 

For  to  postpone  tlie  battel],  and  delay,  etso 

With  sic  prattik  ane  lang  tyine  for  to  prcue. 

Ay  da  be  ha  puttand  thanie  in  beleue 

To  gif  battell,  till  that  tlia  war  ilkanc 

Werie,  forwalkit,  and  all  thair  victuallia  gane. 

Witli  sic  prattik  trowand  rj'clit  weill  he  ivivid        wtt 

Vincust  thanie  all  with  hunger,  thirat  and  caJd. 

And  BO  he  di<l  rycht  lang  and  mony  da, 

Tl Lut  on  the  iiycbt  wiuYl   inony  stal]  awa, 
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He  maid  no  torie  that  tyme  nycht  nor  da, 
Quhill  that  he  come  quhair  that  the  Albionis  la. 


How    Carratacus    and    Arweragus    cjome    in 
Sight  ilkane  of  vther  makand  for  Feild. 

Ather  of  vther  sone  cuming  ar  in  sicht^ 
With  stremaris  straucht  and  standartis  vpoun  hycht, 
With  baneris  braid,  and  mony  pensall  proude,       6C45 
With  schabnes  schill,  and  bugillis  blawand  loude, 
With  trumpet,  tabume,  and  mony  clarioun  cleir, 
With  blast  of  home,  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir, 
Schoutand  sa  ^chill  with  sic  ane  aufuU  soimd, 
Quhill  that  thair  dyn  gart  all  the  daill  redound,   eoso 
King  Caratac  in  middis  of  the  feild, 
With  mony  semlie  that  tyme  wnder  scheild, 
Amang  thame  all  he  said  with  voce  so  cleir. 
On  this  same  wayis  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 


How  Caratacus  maid  ane  Oresoun  that  causit 
ALL  his  Men  to  tak  Curage. 

"  O  bemis  bald  !  I  ^ow  beseik  ilkone,  6665 

Sen  that  ye  ar  rycht  big  of  blude  and  bone, 
Think  on  ^our  bamis  at  this  tyme  and  tour  wyvis, 

"  iour  land,  ^our  law,  ^our  libertie  and  lyvis ; 
Think  on  ^our  honour,  ^our  wirschip  and  tour  fame. 
And  of  ^our  freindis  that  ye  haif  left  at  hame  ;  6660 
Think  on  also  how  nobill  Julius, 
Of  all  this  warld  wes  most  victorius, 
With  oure  fatheris  but  laitlie  now  befoir. 
Than   vincust  wes  for  all  his  pryde  and  gloir. 
His  men  wer  slane,  him  self  wes  maid  to  fle,     6665 
Quhill  he  wes  fain  him  self  to  tak  the  se. 
I  ^ow  beseik  at   tliis  tyme,  sen  neid  is, 

*'  Think  on  oure  fatheris  and  thair  nobill  deidis, 
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It  wes  so  mirk  thai  myoht  not  se  one  styme, 

Than  force  it  wes  to  leue  fechting  that  tyme ; 

And  euerie  syde  hes  drawin  to  ane  strentb,  6706 

Qohill  that  the  nycht  wes  passit  by ;  at  lenth. 

Of  ather  syde  wes  not  ane  sene  in  sicht, 

Syne  on  the  mome  quhen  it  wes  fitir  dalicht, 

Bot  deid  bodeis  in  the  feild  that  la : 

Neir  tuentie  thousand  deit  thair  that  da,  0710 


How   THE  Nycht   depabtit  the  Parteis,  and 
HOW  Planctub  culd  nqcht  get  his  Men 

AOANE  IN  OBDOUR. 

This  Planctns  all  nycht  he  tuke  greit  pane 

In  gude  ordour  to  put  his  men  agane ; 

Bot  all  for  nocht,  that  tyme  it  wald  not  be, 

Sic  appetite  thai  had  ilk  ane  to  fle. 

Tha  tuke  no  rest  nother  in  daill  nor  doun,  6716 

Quhill  that  thai  come  all  to  Lundoun  toun. 

In  that  same  tyme  this  nobill  Caratac 

And  all  his  ost  passit  to  Eborac 

About  the  toun  on  mony  plesand  plane, 

Tha  tuke  thame  rest  ane  quhile  thair  to  remane,   6720 

Quhill  thai  war  haiUit  of  thair  sair[is]  simd, 

Of  brokin  bone  and  mony  bludie  wound 

And  syne  in  counsall  gaif  generall  command 

That  euerilk  man  sould  pas  hame  in  his  land, 

And  tak  him  rest  ontill  ane  weill  lang  space;        6726 

Syne  to  convene  ane  sett  da  at  that  place, 

Quhen  tha  war  wamit  at  ano  certane  da ; 

nk  man  tuke  leif  and  passit  hame  his  wa. 

Sune  efter  syne,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

King  Caratac  come  hame  into  Scotland  6730 

Till  Caraccone,  the  quhilk  wes  in  that  da. 

Ane  nobill  toun  into  Saluria, 


SOS  THE  BOIE   OF  THE 

Tliat  wallit  wes  about  with  lyme  and  stone. 
With  dowbill  stank  and  fowsseis  many  one. 
Thair  be  tuk  rest  ane  Bessoun  of  the  zeir, 
Quhill  aU  bis  men  wer  maid  haill  ana  feir. 


How  AcLvs  Planctus  send  to  Caratacus,  to 

CAUS    HIM    LEUE    THE    BrITIS    AND    TAK    TBE 

BoiiAN'is  Parte 

This  Fbinctius,  this  Roman  protector, 

Conraddering  nil  thing  wes  done  befoir, 

And  of  Romania  the  greit  mortalitie, 

Bot  laitlie  maid  into  that  battellis  tlire,  a7<0 

Enawand  ulso  lie  mycht  nocht  him  alone 

Bycht  Weill  defend  contrair  all  Albione ; 

Bot  Weill  he  knew  he  culd  thame  alt  defy. 

King  Caratac  sua  that  he  culd  cut  by  ; 

Qubairfoir  to  him  he  »end  ane  measingeir,  eru 

Quhilk  said  to  liim  as  I  sail  say  tow  heir. 

"  O  Caratac !  0  nobill  prince  and  king ! 

"  Awie  Planctius  sendis  the  salusung, 

"  Merueland  mekill  of  thi  majestic, 

"  Qubairfoir  that  thow  his  ennimie  suld  be,  erto 

"  To  the  Bomanis  quhilk  did  the  neoir  offend. 
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"  Accusand  the  aJs  of  ingratitude, 

"  That  it  wes  not  thi  oommoim  for  till  dude. 

"  For  quhen  the  empriour,  nobill  Claudius,  6765 

"  Quhilk  in  this  warld  is  moist  victorious, 

"  Wes  into  Britane  with  his  power  all, 

"  Quhilk  mycht  half  maid  the  to  him  bund  and 

thrall, 
"  He  sparit  ^ow  than  and  the  Pechtis  bayth, 
"  Becaus  he  thocht  he  wald  do  ^ow  na  skayth ;    6770 

Bot  as  his  freindis  thoillit  ^ow  leif  fre. 

Syne  with  his  armie  passit  to  the  se, 
"  With  all  his  power  sailit  in  Orkna 
"  Agane  Ganus  quhilk  wes  ^our  mortall  fa, 

And  wan  his  croun  and  tuke  him  self  captiue,    6776 

And  had  to  Rome  with  his  bamis  and  liis  wyue. 
"  For  sic  kyndnes  he  did  than  to  ^ow, 
"  This  is  the  thank  that  we  get  of  ^ow  now. 
*'  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "gif  that  it  plesis  the, 
"  In  tyme  to  cum  tit  for  to  lat  ws  be,  6780 

"  And  mak  redres  of  skayth  that  thow  hes  maid, 
"  Gif  ouir  thi  band  of  the  Britis  but  baid, 
"  And  nane  of  thame  within  tlii  land  lat  leind, 
"  Thow  salbe  repute  for  the  Romanis  freind. 
"  This  is  the  charge  I  baif  to  sa  the  till ;  6785 

"  How  I  haif  said,  say  thow  as  euir  thow  will." 
Quhen  this  wes  said  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir, 
King  Caratac  said  to  tliis  messingeir. 
As  he  that  wes  bayth  wys  and  circumspect. 
In  this  same  forme  as  foUowis  in  eflfect.  6790 

How  Caratacus  maid  Ansuer  to  the  Roman 
Leoat,  sayand  that  he  wranguslie  causit 
Arweragus  to  repell  his  Wyffe. 

"  Gude  freind,"  he  said,  "  ^our  legat  Planctius, 

*'  No  caus  he  lies  to  mervell  so  on  ws. 
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'  Quliairfoir  me  think  thairof  be  dois  but  nwe, 

'  Wall]  be  considder  mair  mervell  to  haue 

'  Of  liiin  awin  self,  quhilk  causit  bes  the  king      i 

'  Arweragna  for  to  commit  mc  thing, 

'  Contmir  the  lawis  hayih  of  Qod  and  man, 

'  Sy  inony  ressonis  preve  lyefat  weill  I  can, 

'  For  till  exclude  bis  Inucbtfull  wyfe  and  queoe, 

'  Quhilk  his  fnltow  and  far  better  mycht  haif 

l>enc 
'  For  bir  bewtie,  hir  blude,  and  nobilnes, 
■  Hir  wit,  liir  wisdome.  and  hir  geutilses, 
'  Qubilk  in  hir  tyme  did  neuir  none  injure, 
'  To  lie  put  in  presoim  for  ane  Romane  huir; 
'  And  toiing  Guyder,  the  qnliilk  wea  his  neToy,    < 
'  But  nny  caun  thai  nchiiip  him  to  distroy ; 
'  And  for  no  qnhy,  as  lie  Treill  wnderstode, 
'  Bot  ti»  distroy  the  nohill  Britane  blude ; 
'  Also,"  lie  said,  "  tliat  he  did  neuir  offence 
'  In  word  or  deid  no  way  to  the  Bomana ;  ( 

'  All  that  be  did  into  hia  ire  and  tene, 
'  Wes  to  revenge  glide  Woyada  the  queue, 
'  Quhilk  wen  his  sister,  and  bir  sone  Gwydeir, 
'  His  sister  sone  to  him  tender  and  neir ; 
'  All  that  he  did  wes  done  in  thair  defence,  < 
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"  For  all  the  gold  betuix  the  sone  and  se 
"  Pat  his  honour  into  sic  jeopardie, 

Quhilk  preuit  weill,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa, 

Be  his  passage  that  tyme  in  Orkna,  esdo 

Ypoun  ane  pepill  puir  and  indigent, 

Quhilk  knew  full  litill  that  tyme  quhat  he  ment. 

But  ony  strenth  of  hors,  hames  or  geir. 

Without  power  or  prattik  into  weir; 
^'  QuhUk  ma  be  Uknit,  as  it  semis  to  me,  6836 

As  quha  wald  hunt  ane  feJcone  till  ane  fle. 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  say  thow  to  Planctius, 

Na  vther  ansuer  gettis  he  of  ws. 

Sen  all  the  princes  into  Albione 

At  at  this  tyme  at  my  conmiand  ilkone,  6840 

Heir  I  declair  ws  all  his  mortall  &, 

Fra  Albione  without  rycht  sone  he  ga, 
"  And  leue  it  fre,  evin  as  it  wes  befoir  : 
"  Do  as  him  list,  of  me  he  gettis  no  moir/' 
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How  THE  Rohan  Herauld  passit  to  Planctus, 
AND    THE    Ansuer    that    Caratacus    gaif 

HIM. 

This  beand  said  as  that  ^e  hard  me  tell,  6846 

This  messiQger  he  wald  na  langer  duell ; 

Bot  hyit  him  hame  in  ail  the  haist  he  ma, 

And  word  by  word  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa, 

Rehersit  hes  befoir  this  Planctius, 

In  the  presens  of  king  Arweragus,  6860 

Quhilk  soir  adred  that  tyme  wes  of  sic  thing, 

Takand  sic  feir  of  Caratac  the  king. 

Tha  knew  he  wes  baith  stalwart,  stout  and  Strang, 

Walkryfe  in  weir,  and  wald  nocht  suffer  lang  ; 

Also  he  had  that  tyme  at  his  command  6856 

All  Albione  to  weild  vnder  his  wand. 

o  2 
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t^iiiwirijir   a  liui  uiiu  war  the  m--if  fcirsL 
Vt  IiLs  ctcLTiua-i  HI   rpeii  p„wer  he  LaJ. 
Slim*  .-ft^rwAz-i  sruacaud  it  suld  be  s-ar 
Alt.  Viiiartius  ■.iisjilttsit  wes  rychi  far 
1.1''  she  »n.-*wi;r  that  V'aratac  liitn  seni. 
\i.-,  .1:'  ibt?  i«rpins  th*t  be  dij  pt«t^i : 
M-"T>^uii>l  nh^kill  thitt  tyme  qnh&t  b?  twor: 
W-r;    <;■  in>rtU  SM  juiir  and  iodigeDt. 
p>'-   '-.  >k   huniTS.  guiiuis  or  vtber  geir, 
V"  .  ■*■    ivsuiut-  tliat  iieitlfiil]  ar  to  Tcir ; 
*!■     w:  !in«';  «i<,linue,  and  but  ordenu^x. 
*!■      ~.-     ;;•,.;  jpnydincr,  *D<J  l"'t  gcxtrsaox. 
V     -  -.■..1-.    tti,it  tiiui  <luist  contove 
A  ■        ■'     K"ni;iTu*  biittel]  for  to  move, 
,t  '  ',     I....  ji    wtsilimie,  luanbeid,  stienth  s&i 


H.'i  iKivtli  }>e  knd  ut-i  «. 
■Ill;,  tiiiil  victoris  iis  St-  ie. 
I'liii  i>1i  tiling  tbai  lie  iral-i 
^vTii    miliftn  lus  mt  wes  tiii 
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He  traistit  als  that  Aulus  Planctius 
Sydit  fen^eit  wes,  bayth  fals  and  veneraus  ; 
Also  tliat  tyme  rycht  weill  he  did  considder 

^    ^sr  all  the  kingis  of  Albione  togidder  6690 

jT    Iniin  ane  wit,  ane  wisdome^  and  ane  will, 

r    Bycht  eith  it  war  thair  pnrpois  to  fulfill, 

t   And  of  the  Romanis  victorie  to  half 

^    Quhairthrow  that  tyme,  throw  counsall  of  the  laif 

t    Of  Britis  than  wes  in  his  company,  6696 

^    He  dressit  him  rycht  sone  and  suddanelie, 

I     But  ony  baid,  and  wald  no  langar  blyn, 

H     Qahill  that  he  come  rycht  sone  to  Corymyn, 
And  thair  he  met  Comns  of  Cambria, 
Ane  rycht  wys  man  as  ye  haif  hard  me  sa  6900 

Sdiort  quhile  befoir,  qnhilk  wes  bayth  blyth  and 

glaid 
Of  his  coming,  and  schortlie  to  him  said : 
"  Enawis  thow  no^t  ^it  thi  errour  and  thi  gilt, 
"  Of  Britis  blude  sa  mekill  thow  hes  spilt, 
'*  And  thow  suld  be  thair  govemour  and  king?''  6906 
Said  he  agane  :  "  Sair  I  forthink  sic  thing ; 
"  Blindit  I  wes,  and  culd  not  wnderstand, 
**  Quhill  now  I  am  dung  with  my  awin  wand. 
**  Bepruiff  me  nocht  ;  at  this  tyme  lat  me  be ; 
The  werst  is  myne,  that  soir  forthinkis  me.  69io 

I  had  the  wyte  as  it  is  rycht  weill  kend ; 
"  Forgif  me  now,  I  am  in  -Vrill  to  mend." 

How  ALL  THE  LORDIS  OF  BrITANE  RESSAUIT  THAIR 

King  agane  with  greit  Blythnes. 

Comus  this  lord  that  tyme  of  Cambria,  Lib.  3,  f.  36. 

And  all  the  lordis  als  of  Tegenia,  ^*-  ^• 

With  Comebens  that  war  in  Corymyn,  6915 

Candalia  and  Damans  mair  and  myn, 

Bicht  blyth  thai  war  heirand  of  sic  ane  thing, 

Than  hartfuUie  ressauit  hes  thair  king. 
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He  stuffit  hee  that  tyme  bayth  vp  and  doun 

The  castellis  [and]  all  strenthis,  tour  and  toun, 

Agane  the  Britis  for  to  mak  debait. 

To  daudius  ane  epistill  syne  he  wrait^  6960 

And  send  to  Rome  syne  with  ane  messingeir, 

In  this  same  forme  as  efter  followis  heir. 

How  AxTLUs  Planctus,  the  Roman  Leoat,  send 
ANE  Epistill  to  Claudius  plen^eand  of 
THE  Bbitis. 

"  O  michtie,  hie,  excellent  Claudius! 

**  Thy  simpill  seruand,  Aulus  Planctus, 

''  Ane  thousand  syis  gude  salus  dois  the  send,        6966 

'*  With  haill  seruice  and  hartlie  recommend. 

**  Rycht  manifest  vnto  thi  majestie 

*'  I  mak  it  knawin  to,  thy  authoritie  CoL  2. 

'*  In  Albione  contempnit  is  so  far, 

''  In  all  that  land  is  no  Roman  that  dar  6960 

"  Without  ane  strenth,  wnder  the  pane  of  deid, 

-'  Nocht  half  ane  hour  dar  anis  schaw  his  heid. 

**  Thair  is  no  Brit  this  day  of  Britane  borne, 

"  That  settis  by  how  oft  he  be  menswome; 

In  all  this  warld  thair  is  no  leid  thame  lyke,     6966 

But  ony  fidth  as  fals  as  ony  tyke  ; 
*'  For  to  be  leill  alway  thai  ar  full  laith. 

For  oblissing,  conditioun,  or   ^it  aith, 

That  man  can  mak  thai  brek  it  quhen  tha  pleis  ; 

Thair  is  no  leid  with  thame  may  leif  at  eis.        6970 

The  king  of  Scotland,  callit  Caratac, 
"  In  all  this  warld  knew  I  neuir  his  maik 
"  Of  pomp  and  pryde  and  his  presumptioim, 
"  Cankerit  and  curst,  full  of  contentioun, 
"  Quhilk  vilipendLs  thy  power  throw  his  pryde  ;    6976 
"  All  Albione  he  hes  vnder  his  guyde, 

And  laitlie  now  within  ane  litill  tyme, 

Into  thi  land  committit  hes  grit  cryme 
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Witht  hors  and  hames,  and  all  vther  geir, 
And  all  victuall  that  neidfuU  war  in  weir ; 
Syne  sailit  furth  ouir  salt  se,  than  ouir  sand, 
To  Britane  cost  quhair  that  he  tuke  the  land 

How  Vespacian  come  fra  Rome  with  ane  new  Lib.3/.36b. 
ar3iie,    quhilit   wes   weill   resauit   with    ^^*  !• 
Planctus. 

Off  his  ciiming  the  Romanis  war  rycht  blyth,  7016 

Ressauit  him  full  suddantlie  and  suyth, 

With  all  honour  pertenand  to  ane  prince, 

Tha  war  sa  fane  for  till  half  his  defence. 

In  that  same  tyme  thid  Vespacianus 

Accusit  hes  this  Aulus  Planctus,  7020 

Sayand  he  trowit  his  sleuth  and  negligens 

Without  travell,  laubour  or  diligens, 

Als  far  befoir  of  him,  as  he  hard  tell, 

Wes  all  the  cans  the  Britis  did  rebell. 

Fra  men  of  weir  be  vsit  in  ydilnes,  7026 

Sleipand  in  sleuth,  drokkin  and  dninkinnes. 

To  sing  and  dance  and  to  leif  paramouris, 

Tha  ar  nocht  abill  into  aventuris. 

Sic  ydilnes  quhen  it  standis  in  neid, 

Causis^  thair  fa  of  thame  to  haif  na  dreid.  7030 

Thairfoir  he  said  with  him  he  wald  nocht  nyit. 

As  it  wes  said  that  he  had  all  the  wyit. 

This  Planctus,  to  clenge  him  of  that  cryme, 

Rycht  reuerentlie  maid  ansuer  in  the  tyme  : 

**  Forsuith/'  he  said,  "  ^our  awin  self  sail  se  7036 

"  Gif  all  be  suith  that  hes  bene  said  of  me/' 

Than  he  hes  led  him  baith  vp  and  doun 

To  euirilk  castell,  tour,  and  wallit  town, 

And  leit  him  se  at  greit  lasar  and  lenth, 

How  thai^  wer  stankit  weill  about  for  strentli,        7040 

»  In  MS.  Causit,  \      ^  In  MS.  thair. 
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With  meit  and  men,  and  waponis  for  the  weir, 

With  gun  and  gan^e,  and  all  vther  geir. 

The  Romanis  all  greit  farlie  had  that  tyde. 

So  greit  prouisioim  he  had  done  provyde ; 

Comniendand  tbair  his  wit  and  diligence,  TOU 

Futtand  no  wyt  tlian  to  his  negligence, 

Sayand  he  seruit  thank  and  grit  rewaird. 

So  wyslie  than  he  gydit  had  hia  gaird. 

At  this  puriioifl  now  heir  I  leif  thame  still, 

And  to  the  Britia  tume  agane  I  will.  toh 

How  Arweraods,  Kino  of  the  Britis,  HEnUHD 
Vespacian   was  cummand  with  his  Loedis, 

COME      TO      EbORAC      AIO)      [HET]     THAIB    ANK 

COUNSALE. 
Arweragus,  fra  tyme  he  liard  and  knew 
Of  hia  cuming,  a-s  aindrie  men  him  schew. 
How  Yespacian  witli  mekill  schoir  and  boxt, 
Within  Britaiie  had  brocht  ane  mekill  ost; 
Doand  him  als  that  tyme  to  vnderst&nd,  TOH 

He  thocht  rycht  Bone  for  to  invaid  bis  land. 
Fra  this  wes  schawin  to  Arweragus, 
He  and  hia  lordia,  chief  and  cheualrua, 
To  Eborac  thai  sj^ed  thame  waill  gade  speid ; 
Qulien  tlmi  come  thair,  syne  all  to  counsall  jeid,    7oeo 
And  in  thiit  coun,salI  tlmi  deci'eitit  t 
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Syne  wamiDg  maid,  baith  hx  and  neir  alwayis, 
For  to  be  reddie  within  fourtie  dayis, 
With  fumesing  fira  that  fiirtb  as  lang  space,  7075 

Syne  to  convene  at  set  da  and  at  place. 

How    Arweragus    and    his    Lordis    send    to 
Caratacus,  King  of  Scorns,  for  Supple. 

To  Caratac  syne  letteris  tha  sent, 

Qohilk  schaw  till  him  all  that  the  Romanis  ment, 

Word  be  word  at  greit  laser  him  schew. 

King  Caratac,  fra  he  the  maner  knew,  708O 

Without  respit  than  nother  nycht  nor  da, 

Prowydit  hes  in  all  the  haist  tha  ma, 

In  siclike  number  as  tha  did  proport. 

The  king  of  Pechtis  in  the  samin  sort, 

He  hes  prowydit  into  litill  space  7086 

To  meit  the  laif  at  sett  da  and  at  place. 


How  Arweragus  and  Caratacus  met  at  Eborac, 

ILKANE    HAIFFAND  ThRETTIE  THOUSAND   MeN. 

Quhen  cuming  wes  the  tyme,  as  te  hard  teU, 

That  euerie  beime  hes  bownit  for  battel!, 

Arwei*agus  and  his  lordis  all  haUl, 

With  threttie  thousand  of  nobill  men  be  taill,  7090 

At  Eborac,  besyde  that  nobill  toun, 

Tha  lichtit  thair  and  stentit  pal^eonis  doun. 

King  Caratac,  with  threttie  thousand  knychtis, 

Vpoun  ane  plane  siclike  besyde  thame  lichtis, 

With  pal^eoimis  proude,  and  mony  ro[y]all  tent,    709 

Syne  baldlie  blew  thair  buglis  on  the  bent. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  into  siclike  number, 

Than  haistelie  come  ouir  the  watter  of  Humber, 

Without  lathen,  that  tyme  he  wes  not  lidder; 

Syne  in  ane  feild  tha  lichtit  all  togidder.  7100 
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Greit  mirth  wes  maid  quhen  tha  kingis  did  meit, 
With  wordis  ir^uTDe,  and  salnssiog  lycht  sv^t. 
With  £ur  hftving,  and  knichtlie  coaotenance. 
With  all  honour  moet  gadlie  to  advance. 
Ilkane  that  tvme  wes  aU  content  of  vther,  not 

And  hWth  anil  glaid  as  he  had  bene  his  hruther. 
The  trumpetis  blew,  the  bugillis  wald  not  bliu. 
The  clarionis  cleir  gart  all  the  dalis  din  ; 
And  thu3  in  sporting,  in  plesans,  and  in  pla, 
Fia  end  till  end  tha  draoe  ouir  all  that  do.  7110 

Srne  on  the  mome  to  counsall  ar  tha  gone, 
Thir  kingis  thre  and  thair  lordb  ilkone ; 
And  in  that  counsall.  all  with  ane  consent, 
Baith  ill  and  gude,  that  tjme  wer  weill  content. 
King  Caratac  to  haif  auctoritie  Til* 

Of  all  wes  thair  and  gi>vemour  to  be. 
This  Caratac,  moot  gudlie  till  avBnce, 
Ryrht  wTslie  than  {>at  thame  in  ordinance. 
In  sindtie  feildis  also  thame  dewjdit, 
S^-ne  with  ane  cliiflane  ilk  feild  to  be  gydit,  71M 

And  [vther]  chiftania  UTider  him  to  faaue 
lilk  3,  r.3'.  Sindrie  ehiftanis  for  to  gj'de  all  the  laue : 

And  signis  mak  to  quhonie  thai  sonld  attend, 
Quhen  thai  sould  Hie  and  quhen  thai  sould  defend, 
Qulien  thai  sould  fecht  or  follow  on  thair  fa,  7136 
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In  mony  battell  oft  befoir  had  bene, 

In  mony  feild  greit  slauchter  als  had  sene ; 

Into  that  tyme  he  wes  nocht  for  to  leir, 

In  all  prattik  of  weir  he  wes  perqueir. 

He  wes  convoyit  that  tyme  be  the  Britis,  7135 

That  &uourit  him,  as  that  my  author  writis  ; 

Rycht  quietlie  endlang  ane  montane  syid, 

Vnder  ane  fell  wnsene  tha  gart  him  ryde, 

Rycht  subtillie,  vnwist  of  ony  wicht, 

Quhill  that  he  come  into  thair  fais  sicht.  7140 

How  Caratacus  and  Arweragus  gaif  Feild  to 

THE   LeGAT  VeSPACIAN,  AND  TYNT  THE   FEILD. 

The  Albionis  that  tyme  war   all  on  steir, 

Qnhen  that  tha  saw  thair  ennimeis  so  neir, 

Wnwameist  als  thai   war  of  ony  wicht ; 

And  sone  thai  streikit  thair  standartis  vpon  hicht, 

And  baneris  braid  agane  the  sone  ^  that  schane,      7145 

Of  glitterand  gold  and  mony  pretioUs  stane. 

The  brasin  bugulis  maid  sic  busteons  beir, 

And  blast  of  home,  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir ; 

The  schalmis  schoutit  rycht  schill  in  the  schaw. 

Trumpet  and  talbume  timit  vpone  raw,  7i50 

Sic  ane  repit  rumor  and  sic  ane  reird, 

Wes  neuir  hard  befoir  into  this  eird. 

On  bairdit  hors   the  Romanis  tay  tlie  feild. 

With  armour  bricht  and  mony  targe  and  scheild. 

With  brandis  braid,  that  scharpe  as  rasure  schair,  7155 

With    speiris   scharpe,    that   war  baytli   lang   and 

squair. 
Tlie   Scottis  archeares  tuke  the  feild  befoir, 
Manlie  on  fit  fore  all  the  Romanis  schoir, 


In  MS.  schone. 
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Iq  plait  of  maill  weill  beltit  into  brandis^ 
And  bowis  big  quhilk  beat  war  in  thur  iumdia,     nso 
And  braid  airowis  wer  ecbarp  heidit  wilii  steill : 
Quhair  euir  thai  hit  thai  baid  and  bait  lycht  w^Q. 
Tlie  flainnJ8  flew  lyke  fyre  out  of  the  fljnt. 
Throw  all  thair  stuflfe  drew  blude  or  ener  tha  stint. 
And  wrocbt  thame  wa  with  werkand  woundis         71M 

wyde. 
At  that  bikertie  tlic  Romanis  nocht  set  byid ; 
Bot  in  the  feild  tba  enterit  with  greit  force, 
And  hrak  the  bowmen  with  thair  bairdit  horaa. 
And  skalit  thame  so  wyde  into  the  plane, 
That  tha  mycht  nocht  oonvene  togidder  agane.        riio 
Tlian   Caratac  hes  send  thame  Bone   reskew, 
Ane  battell  bald  wes  of  ane  bricbtar  hew : 
In  curage  cleir,  with  atuSe  axis  of  steill, 
Sic  dyntis  dour  thai  lute  the  Romanis  feilt. 
Of  bairdit  horss  quhill  mony  Romane  knycht  71T» 

Ypoun  the  land  full  law  he[s]  gart  thame  lycbt. 
Vespacian  thairof  wes  nothing  fiuie, 
And  sone  he  send  thame  new  reskew  agane, 
Of  waillit  men  that  war  rycht  wyss  in  weir, 
Tlie  Albionis  thairof  tuke  litUl  feir,  riM 

Bot  faucht  so  fast  quliill  thai  wer  neir  confoondit, 
Mony  war  slane  and  mony  deidlie  woundit. 
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With   stalwart   straikis   that   sturdie   wes   and         7196 

Strang 
Bappit  on  vther  quhill  all  the  ruvis  rang. 
Thair  speiris  brak,  and  mony  scheildis  claue 
Ribbis  war  rent,  and  all  in  sunder  raue ; 
Heidis  war  halkit  hard  of  by  the  halss, 
L^  hames  lap  and  lymmis  vnder  alss ;  7200 

Sydis  war  schome  that  bowellis  mycht  be  sene, 
Breistis  did  birst  quhill  blude  ran  on  the  grene. 
And  thus  thai  faucht  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  da 
But  victorie,  so  that  no  man  culd  sa 
Quha  wes  maist  lyke  the  victorie  to  wyn ;  7205 

Quhill  fals  Fortoun,  that  gydis  all  the  gyn 
Of  victorie  vpoun  hir  countir  quheill, 
Hir  favour  than  scho  lute  the  Roman  feill. 
To  Albionis  scho  lukit  vpoun  syde, 
^it  neuirtheles  rycht  baldlie  thai  did  byde.  7210 

The  Romanis  war  sa  weill  graithit  into  geir. 
And  had  sic  power  and  prattik  into  weir. 
Also  thai  war  of  sic  ane  multitude, 
And  in  that  stour  thairwith  so  stranglie  stude. 
The  Albionis  thocht  thai  wer  neuir  sa  wicht,  7216 

Langar  to  fecht  had  nother  strenth  nor  micht ; 
Tlie  nobillis  haill  of  Albione  wes  slane. 
Arweragus  thairof  wes  nothing  fane, 
Quhen  he  beheld  and  saw  his  nobillLs  de, 
Into  the  feild  he  enterit  haistelie;  7220 

Seand  that  tyme  that  thair  wes  no  remeid, 
He  chesit  erar  to  fecht  to  the  deid 
After  that  da  than  for  to  levand  be, 
So  mekill  sorrow  dalie  for  to  se. 

2 it  neuirtheles,  his  men  with  liim  than  war,  7225 

Out  of  the  feild  tha  careit  him  full  far. 
Syne  on  ane  horss  tha  gart  him  pas  his  wa. 
To  keip  him  self  vnto  ane  better  da. 
The  king  of  Pechtis,  callit  Uynthear, 
Seand  liis  lordis  all  distroyit  war,  7880 
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mew  the  Bomanis  of  sic  multitude,  7265 

power  of  gold  and  [of  all]  vtheir  gude, 

aibill  als  thair  power  to  resist; 

tigus  thairby  rycht  weill  he  wist, 

he  mjcht  not  agane  that  mycht  defend, 

rfoir  rycht  sone  and  suddantlie  he  send  7260 

aessinger,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man, 

humblie  to  this  Vespacian  ; 
jBJid  him,  as  he  wes  gentill  knycht, 
w  on  him  that  wes  so  wracchit  ane  wycht, 
fals  Fortoun  sa  far  hes  put  at  vnder,  7265 

Q*  this  warld  quhill  he  wes  maid  ane  wynder ; 
s:  losit  had  so  mony  nobill  men 
I  defalt,  as  it  wes  eith  to  ken, 
rtie  thowsand  he  brocht  to  the  feild, 
'  fyve  hundreth  all  the  laif  wer  keild.  7270 

weiSl  he  wist  it  wes  thair  godis  will, 
Fortonis  als  hir  &tis  to  fulfill, 
victorie  the  quhilk  that  tyme  that  gaue 
6  Bomanis  nor  thai  desyrit  haue. 
cand  him  rycht  lawlie  in  that  tyme,  7275 

ill  remit  all  his  offencis  and  cryme; 
\  wes  prince  of  power  and  petie, 
r  smn  meiknes  to  his  miseritie, 
in  his  grace  agane  him  to  ressaue, 
quhat  conditioun  plesit  him  to  haue,  7280 

t  quhat  pane  that  he  wald  put  him  till  ; 
I  he  wald,  he  did  him  in  Iiis  wilL 

low  Vespacian  wald  grant  no  Grace  to 
Arweragus  quhill  he  come  and  pat  him 
IN  his  Will. 

1  this  was  said  befoir  Vespacian, 
was  the  answer  that  he  gat  agane  ; 
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QdUU  tiiat  b« 

Bycht  KinpiF 

Nocht  Hks  i  '*»*» 

Wflitand  f  "ii« 

To-  bcir  .1  i-anie, 

..anis  honour  &r, 
^1(1  glide  Ceaar, 
■  vther  to  king  or  knjcht 
.11  or  ony  vther  wicht, 
il  tyme  aye  clement  for  to  b^ 
,iut  till  vae  owir  greit  cnidelitie. 
jUid  ak  thairto,  sea  tb&t  Arweragus 
"  Of  bis  ire  will  ia  cuming  now  till  wb, 
«  Be  verrie  law  he  aucht  nocht  puueist  b^ 
"  Bot  at  bis  will  to  lat  him  pas  bame  &e 
"  Qubair  be  come  fi^a,  vnto  the  hbhud  place, 
"  Or  than  reasaiie  him  gudlie  in  lour  grace. 
that  counanll  wes  nother  lord  nor  knycln 


y\l!  corisonand  concordand  to  the  rycht, 
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How  Abweragus  come  to  Vespacian  of  frie 
Will,  and  sat  doun  befoir  him  on  [his] 
EIneis  askand  Grace. 

.Qahen  this  wes  said  befoir  that  multitude,  7316 

Arweragus,  befoir  him  quhair  he  stude, 
Bjcht  suddanelie  he  fell  doun  at  his  felt. 
And  for  his  gilt  thair  he  begouth  to  greit. 
Sayand.  "  I  am  maist  wra«ihit  creature 
,  ''  In  all  this  warld  is  formit  be  nature ;  7820 

*'  So  soir  I  am  now  puneist  for  my  gilt 
"  Of  saikles  blude  throw  me  this  tyme  is  spnt. 
Bot  ony  caus  or  quhy  I  had  thair  tilL 
Do  as  thow  list,  I  put  me  in  thyne  will, 
'^  Bycht  himiblie  to  be  fchi  bund  and  thrall,  7886 

"  For  Weill  I  wait  I  had  the  wyit  of  alL 
**  Quhairfoii;"  he  said,  "  my  will  is,  wald  thow  dude„ 
**  To  puneis  me  and  spair  the  multitude, 
**  And  work  thi  harmes  on  thame  that  wrodht  the 

wrang, 
^  Evin  as  thow  Ust,  other  to  heid  or  hang.''  7880* 


How  Vespacian,  seing  Arweragus  in  sic 
Miserie,  grat  for  Petie  and  RESAurr  him 
in  his  Grace. 

Vespacian,  quhen  he  hard  him  say  so, 
For  pietie  grat,  his  hart  it  wes  so  wo; 
Menand  rycht  mekill  his  miseritie. 
His  mortall  fait  and  infortunitie, 

That  fals  Fortoun  had  brocht  sua  fra  the  hicht,      7886 
Quhilk  of  befoir  sic  riches  had  and  mycht, 
Worsdiip  and  honour,  stait  and  dignitia 

Vespacian,  full  of  benignitie,  Lib.3,f.3ff. 

Rycht  meiklie  than  hes  maid  him  for  to  ryss. 
In  that  mater  sayand  he  wald  adwyss.  7340 
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Syne  pledgis  tuke,  that  tha  suld  all  be  trew, 

Foigeyin  aJs  was  baith  aid  feid  and  new. 

Arweragas  his  ^oung  sone  Qwydeir 

Tha  take  in  pledge^  quhen  tyme  wes,  to  compeir ;  7380 

Syne  efterwart  with  him  be^  had  to  Borne, 

As  I  sail  tell  at  tyme  quhen  I  haif  come. 

How  Vespactan  and  Arweragus,  King  of  Bri- 
TANE,  PASsrr  TO  Eborac  quhill  Winter  wes 

DONE. 

Syne  winter  come  with  woderis  cuill  and  cald, 

That  euerie  man  hes  bound  him  till  ane  hald. 

To  keip  him  self  but  ony  skaith  or  harme,  7885 

QnhiU  simmer  cum  with  wodderis  that  wax  warme. 

Yespacian  and  king  Arweragus, 

To  Eborac  and  Aldus  Planctus, 

Passit  that  tyme  thair  still  for  to  remane, 

Quhill  wynter  wynt  and  Eiymmer  come  agane.        7390 

And  thair  thai  baid  quhill  mony  bitter  blast 

Of  frost  and  snaw  and  all  winter  was  past. 

How  Vespacian   into  Symmer  come  fra  tORK 

WITH    ANE    GRETT    ArMIE    WITHOUT    StOP    TO 

Camelidone. 

Quhen  Aprill  wes  passit  with  his  schowris, 

And  May  also,  quhen  mony  fragrant  flouris 

Syne  into  June  begouth  to  spring  and  spreid,  7396 

And  all  the  feild  with  clauer  wes  ouir  cleid,  CoL2. 

Throw  coiu-ss  of  kynd  and  grene  levis  will  spring, 

And  mos  and  myre  with  clot  and  clay  will  cling, 

And  passit  wes  all  wedder,  wynd  and  rane. 

That  men  fra*  cald  mycht  walk  vpoun  the  plane ;  740O 

>  In  MS.  Ae.  I     «  In  MS.  /or. 
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yespacian  that  same  tyme  maid  him  bonn. 
In  Eborac  that  tyme  out  of  iliat  uobill  tonn 
Vnto  the  ■weir  with  mony  worthie  wicht 
In  enrage  deir  of  mony  Bomane  knycht. 
On  to  the  Scottis  he  faaistit  him  in  by, 
And  with  the  Fechtis  to  Bpeik  or  he  ^eid  by. 
Syne  enterit  in  thair  at  thair  bordour  syid, 
TbatT'  wen  no  beime  that  durat  him  than  abyid  ; 
For  in  the  field  that  symmer  last  bigane 
Thair  nobillis  all  wes  vther  slane  or  tAne, 
And  als  thairwith  tha  wist  of  no  supple, 
Quhairfoir  aa  than  tha  lute  all  battell  be  ; 
And  Buddanelie  thai  come  the  Bomanifi  till. 
Bayth  men  and  gude,  and  pat  all  in  thair  wilL 
The  fauf  of  Fechtis  quhen  thai  hard  and  kend 
How  tha  had  done,  thai  schupe  nocht  to  defend, 
Sa  brokin  wes  thair  power  and  thair  mycht, 
Bot  randerit  thame  all  to  the  Romania  lycht. 


How  Yespacian  seioit  Camelidone  aks  ytAs  it 

WITH   LTTILL   TbDBILL. 

The  lordia  all  thai  fled  that  tyme  ilkone 

Into  the  citie  of  Camelidone ;  7IW 

Neirhand  by  Forth  that  nobill  toun  it  stude, 
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At  dalie  bikker  spilt  wes  mekill  blude, 

Als  tha  within  wax  of  sic  multitude, 

Witht  mony  wachis  walkand  on  the  wall,  7486 

Quhill  all  thair  victuaJl  wes  consiunit  all, 

That  neid  and  force  constranit  thame  thairtill 

Qif  ouir  the  houss  and  cum  into  his  wilL 

And  syne  but  baid,  or  tha  wald  langer  blin, 

Opnit  the  ^ettis  and  luit  Yespacian  in.  74iO 

How  THAT  VeSPACIAN  WALD   NOCHT  LAT  SPUIL^IB 
THE    TOUN,    AND    OF   SIC  ANE  ROYALL  OrOUN 

AND  Sword  he  fand  thair. 

Yespacian,  that  wes  of  sic  renoun, 

Lut  no  man  mak  na  spuke  in  the  toun. 

The  dtineris  he  lute  thame  all  duell  fre 

Within  the  toim  iat  thair  awin  libertie. 

Yespacian  than  gat  within  the  toun  7446 

Of  fynest  gold  ane'weiU  wrocht  kingis  croun; 

Quhilk  plantit  wes  with  mony  pretious  stone, 

And  poleist  perle  be  paris  mony  one.  Lib.M^38K 

Ane  sword  also  quhilk  wes  bayth  hard  and  wycht, 

With  hiltis  and  hand  of  bumeist  gold  sa  brycht ;  7460 

Ane  scalbert  also  quhilk  was  of  purpure  fine, 

Wondourlie  wrocht  with  gold  of  cristillyne. 

Vespaxnan  syne  efter,  aJl  his  dais, 

Yat  this  sword,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

In  euerie  feild  fra  that  fiirth  he  faucht  in,  7466 

Traistand  thairwith  the  victorie  to  win, 

Into  that  swerd  he  put  sic  sen^orie ; 

Quhat  wes  the  caus  I  can  nocht  tell  weill  quhy. 

Syne  in  the  toun  efter  that  he  had  tume, 

Judges  he  maid  neirby  the  vse  of  Rome,  7460 

Of  Romane  fassoun  for  to  hald  the  law, 

To  puneis  thame  that  wald  stand  [in]  na  aw. 

Syne  efter  that,  ane  lytill  fra  the  toun, 

Ane  tempill  maid  that  standis  on  Carroun, 


3:  r^M    en  (T  sx 

?kKii    PTTUj    no   ?TOd.    c  jfwai  aoM  mas  iiie  tis 

Arnuk   tMi'.iii    is    a.  'tv  totes  »  st 

^iw   aoiupS'  lU-  a    un±K  snrivil  biydit, 

~E    fau  (sniuiL  itt  jTiTE  JK  Ti  <:a  tucht; 

Vix   B    Ik  lunintc  if  fmL'  a  TUtone, 

'h    "MKiiitt  'a«!  tiiciic  aiiu  sBa3e  by;  Wf 

\n>i  «nitna  tra-oac  fee  w  sicig  md  sa, 

T)-   •nwna  iiu  Tjroane  the  halie  da. 
I'll  'tin  'wmi!  iceJ  that  tempill  standis  still, 
Oinhn  <v'il  J^aiT  -"ake  tha  ma  se  aad  thi  viD ; 
Onnilk  i<nc  'b^ui  callit  ia  ArUinris  hve,  tj:; 

^pn»nii.t|ii-  ^iIm:  is  for  to  repowe 
■->   r.iii.iy.   -oj-iviii  it  finld  be  it 
•^"     ■•'■        KiHKr  in  ainp  k  ^ysaob. 
"...        -,v"-  snitl  quiiilk  sit  r^iis  »e2  I  dn^ 
T      K     -T     r«i;:  ii.  Airtm:  «  it  T* 

—         4t<Ti-  njt:   nniH  j&L  Jaiii  mi  ssL; 
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'Wiih  gude  gydis  without  delay  is  gone 

Ay  fordward  furth  towart  Camelidone, 

And  schupe  the  Bomanis  rycht  sone  to  persew,       7495 

With  that  ane  spy  vnto  the  Romanis  schew 

Of  his  Cuming  with  mekill  schoir  and  host, 

For  till  invaid  thame  with  ane  royall  ost, 

Of  stalwart  men  that  war  bayth  stout  and  Strang, 

As  he  beleuit  wald  not  tarie  lang.  76oa 

How  VeSPACIAN  send  PlANCTUS  with  ane  OBETT 
AbMIE  to  resist  CARATACXJS  CUMING. 

Yespacian  heirand  that  it  wes  so. 

In  gndlie  haist  than  hes  he  maid  tiU  go 

Flanctus  with  [mony]  nobill  men  of  weir. 

With  bow  and  brand,  with  ax,  halbert  and  speir. 

With  helmes  brycht,  and  mony  brodin  scheild,        7506     C(A.x 

Threttie  thousand  that  wapyins  weill  culd  weild, 

Of  Caratac  the  power  to  resist. 

He '  tuke  his  leif  and  furth  he  f uir  at  list, 

Towart  Brigance  the  narrest  way  is  gone. 

And  left  Yespacian  at  Camelidone.  75io 

Out  throw  the  fellis  as  he  tuke  the  way. 

He  met  ane  man  vpone  the  secund  day, 

Quhilk  schew  till  [him]  into  the  samin  quhile, 

King  Caratac  within  les  nor  four  myle. 

With  greit  power  wes  cumand  him  forgane.  7615 

Than  Planctus,  vpoun  the  narrest  plane 

That  plesand  wes,  plantit  his  palteoms  doun, 

Thairfor  to  byde  vpoune  the  bentis  broun ; 

Dissimuland  as  he  had  bene  ouir  few 

King  Caratac  with  battell  to  persew;  7620 

As  he  had  bene  affrayit  in  the  tyde. 

Into  that  place  for  to  remane  and  byde 

At  his  defence  without  battell  thair  still, 

Quhill  on  the  mome  Yespacian  come  him  till, 

»  In  MS.  His. 
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With  IiftUl  power  for  to  mak  him  reskew,  rsat 

King  Caratac  trowand  that  that  wea  trew, 

Knawand  nothing  of  his  falsheid  and  slicht, 

Seand  also  approcheand  wes  tlie  nicht, 

His  men  he  cansit  for  till  go  to  rest 

Quhill  on  the  mome,  traistand  that  it  wes  best.     TiW 

Sj-ne  set  ane  watcbe  abont  the  oist  all  nycht, 

In  helmes  cleir  and  mony  bimy  hrycht. 

Of  stalwart  men  that  war  bayth  skiut  and  Strang, 

Tliat  weQl  durst  stryk  and  stand  in  ony  thrang. 

Syne  Caratac  and  all  his  men  ilkone,  TSSi 

That  samin  nycht  on  to  thair  rest  ar  gone 


How    AuLUS    Planctus    set    vpods    Caeatacts 
ON    THE     Nycht    quhen    thai    wab     au 

8LEIPAND,    AND    WAN   THE   FEILD, 

Quhen  middanelie  thai  war  brooht  all  on  sleip, 

Aidl  Planctiii3  thairto  that  tuke  gude  keip. 

With  rayit  feild  vpoun  him  quhair  he  lay, 

He  maid  onset  ryclit  lang  befoir  the  day.  75W 

The  vtter  watche,  (^uhair  thai  woik  all  alane, 

Or  euir  tha  wist  war  all  in  handis  tane. 

The  inwart  wat*!he,  quhair  tha  atude  in  the  feild, 

In  gude  array  Weill  schrudit  ^*-nder  scheild, 

Tha  faucht  .'*ua  lang  but  [ony]  help  allone,  rsts 

Into  the  feild  quhair  thai  war  all  slnne  ilkone. 

Or  this  wes  done  the  laif  wes  reddie  all 

Put  in  array  that  tyme  bayth  grit  and  small, 
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With  swordis  scharpe  schome  wes  mony  scheild, 

Plaittis  wer  persit  and  skatterit  in  the  feild. 

The  millane  mel^eis  mendit  nocht  ane  myte,  7565 

The  brandis  bricht  sa  bitterlie  did  byte.  ^ 

Into  that  stour  sa  stalwartlie  tha  stude, 

Quhill  all  the  bent  wes  broudit  onir  with  blude. 

Lang  so  thai  fancht  quhill  neir  enin  of  the  da^  Lib.d,f.a9. 

But  victorie,  as  my  author  did  sa :  7660  ^* 

Quhill  at  the  last  the  Scottis  wes  maid  to  fle, 

Sum  to  the  mos,  sum  to  the  montanis  he. 

Baith  Brit  and  Pecht  that  fled  out  of  the  feild, 

Seing  that  tyme  that  thai  culd  get  na  beild, 

In  gudlie  haist  thai  passit  all  ilkone,  7665 

To  get  refuge  into  the  Yle  of  Mone. 

Eling  Caratac  within  ane  lytill  stoimd, 

In  his  bodie  the  quhilk  buir  mony  wound, 

Quhairof  his  lordis  lykit  all  full  ill, 

Sone  efter  that  passit  to  Argatill ;  7670 

Sjne  efter  that  to  Ewin  hes  he  past, 

Thair  to  remane  at  laisar  him  to  rest. 

Of  this  battell  the  greit  mortalitie, 

And  Caratacus  infortunitie, 

Throw  Albione  that  tyme  forsuith  it  flaw,  7676 

Ouir  all  the  landis  as  outher  dow  or  craw. 

Quhairfoir  rycht  mony  come  the  Romanis  till, 

Of  Brit  and  Pecht,  and  pat  thame  in  thair  will. 

That  subdewit  wes  nocht  to  thame  befoir: 

In  Caratac  thai  put  thair  hoip  no  moir.  7680 

The  Brigantinis  all  to  Saluria, 

Baith  man  and  wyfe  with  guidis  fled  awa; 

Sum  to  Lelgoth^  and  sum  to  Argatill, 

The  quhilk  wald  not  cum  in  the  Romanis  will, 

All  vnder  thame  in  seruitude  to  be ;  7685 

Tha  war  sa  laith  to  leiss  thair  libertie. 

»  In  MS.  byde.  \      »  In  MS.  Belgoth, 
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Witb  li&ill  power  for  to  mak  Idr 
King  Caratac  trowand  tlut  Ur_; 
EnnwEmd  nothing  of  his  hit'  J 
Seand  also  approcheuul  w    f  " 
His  men  he  caaait  ftir  t^  /  '  - 
Quhill  on  the  nunne,  *    '  ■' 
Syne  set  ane  mindte 
In  hehnes  deir  Mniif 
Of  Btalwart  men  ^ 
That  veill  dad 
Syne  CaiatM  ■ 
Thai  samm  r 


'leit  honoiirr  H 


Hov 


,11  maid  zepur, 
.lii  plesaod  and  lycht  bis 
jyid  ane  rynnand  fbtds, 
/tiiil  toim  it  Btnda  I 

.uir  fiuih  ouir  daill  and  doon, 
lie  come  vnto  this  nobill  toiu, 
,j  the  toon  throw  strenth  and  violence, 
^  within  doucht  for  to  mok  defence^ 
f^  -   ^^elie  this  thing  than  wes  gydit : 
Am  «t^5^^  ^°^  amang  hia  men  dewydlt, 
-^  efterwart  ane  mesainger  he  send 
[^  Ywpacian  with  harttie  recommend, 
juhitk  Bchew  till  him  all  hull  the  circamatanoe 
^it'  that  battell,  the  aventure  and  chance^ 
Xhe  victorie  and  wynning  of  the  toun ; 
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Jn  sldyke  fredome  as  thai  bad  befoir. 

To  leif  with  him  that  tyme  bayth  les  and  moir.  CoL  2. 

Syne  efler  that,  quhen  he  mycht  better  vaik,  7626 

Ane  epistill  send  to  king  Carataic, 

How  Vespacianus,  the  Emprioure,  wrait  ane 
Epistill  to  Caratactjs,  King  of  Scottis. 

Rycht  suddantlie  onewith  ane  messinger^ 

Quhilk  said  till  him  as  I  sail  say  low  heir, 

''  O  Caratac !  O  magnanimitie ! 

"  Yespacian  rycht  gudlie  greitis  the;  7630 

"  HaiSand  alway  of  the  sa  grit  mervell 

"  Agane  cure  goddis  sa  oft  thow  doia  rebell, 

''  Quhilk  to  the  Bomanis  giffin  hes  the  rycht 

"  Of  all  this  warld  to  haif  power  and  mycht, 

"  And  for  to  be  lordis  of  euerie  land,  7636 

"  And  all  this  warld  to  weild  at  oure  awin  hand; 

"  Syne  thow  richt  oft,  with  power  walk  and  small, 

"  Invaidis  ws  to  quhome  this  warld  all 

"  Obeyit  hes  and  cnming  to  oure  peace, 

"  And  tit  thow  schaipis  the  na  moir  to  ceis  7640 

"  Nor  the  first  tyme  sen  thow  weir  began, 

"  Quhilk  loisit  hes  sa  mony  nobill  man. 

"  We  ken  rycht  weill  full  deir  thow  hes  it  coft, 

**  That  in  battell  hes  vincust  bene  sa  oft, 

"  And  tit  me  think  thow  schaipis  nocht  to  tyre  :  7645 

"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "  it  is  the  godis  ire, 

"  Aganis  quhome  ma  na  power  prevaill, 

"  Sua  oft  in  battell  causis  the  to  failL 

"  iit  neuirtheles,  as  freind  I  say  to  the, 

**  Leif  thi  debait  and  lat  all  battell  be ;  7650 

**  And  sobir  the  of  thi  malice  and  ceiss, 

"  Syne  cum  and  put  the  in  the  Romanis  pece ; 

"  And  tha  to  the  sail  curtas  be  and  heind, 

**  As  the  to  hald  for  fallow  and  for  jfreind ; 


.  ^3:^   T^    SX  la*.  V^EaaSAS. 
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For  Weill  I  wait,  cure  goddis  of  greit  mycht       768S 
Till  oure  &tlieris  befoir  gaif  all  the  rycht 
Of  thir  landis  quhilk  that  we  brake  now ; 
Qiihat  is  the  caus  thai  soold  be  giffin  ^ow? 
And  quhair  ^e  hald  ^our  self  curtas  and  heind, 
With  sic  honour  to  be  the  Bomanis  freind,  7690 

Off  that  honour  I  rak  nocht  worth  ane  flie ; 
I  had  far  levar  leve  at  my  libertie 
In  Albione,  and  be  the  puirest  prince, 
Na  in  riches  ring  wnder  the  Romans. 

"  Quhairfoir  I  hald  that  we  do  na  injure  reas 

^  Defend  oure  self  thocht  we  war  neuir  sa  puir, 

'^  And  to  debait  oure  libertie  and  landis, 
Gk)dis  ws  gaif  sa  frelie  in  our  handiB. 
Quhairfoir/'  he  said,  ''  quhill  I  haif  strenth  or  mycht,. 

**  iit  think  I  neuir  for  to  gif  ouir  my  rycht,         770O    -^ 

''  Nor  ^it  &a  battell  think  I  neuir  to  blin, 
**  Tak  aventurs  quhither  I  tyne  or  win." 

How  Vespacian   wondertt   of  the  Hienes  op 
Caratac  gevand  him  greit  Loving. 

Vespacian,  fra  that  he  hard  sic  thing, 

Greit  fEurlie  thoucht  of  Caratac  the  king ; 

Of  his  curage  and  magnanemitie,  770& 

Hi.q  pomp,  his  pryde,  his  hart  that  wes  so  hie; 

Quhilk  causit  him  rycht  far  that  tyme  to  fone, 

Sen  all  the  princes  into  Albione 

Obeyit  had  and  cuming  to  his  peace, 

And  ^it  fra  battell  schupe  he  nocht  to  ceis,  7710 

The  quhilk  Fortoun  had  maid  sa  oft  to  faU, 

And  syne  his  power  wes  so  puir  and  smaU. 

Rycht  freindfullie  that  tyme  he  Jies  him  meind, 

Trowand,  he  said,  had  Fortoun  bene  his  freind 

Vnpossibill  wer  agane  him  to  prevaill;  7715 

The  fait  wes  nocht  in  him  that  gart  him  fedlL 
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Agane  thai  rebellis  for  to  mak  remeid ;  7745 

And  Planctas  syne  leidt  in  his  steid, 

With  greit  power  qtihilk  wes  of*mekill  pryde, 

That  land  all  haill  to  goveme  and  to  gyde. 

And  he  him  self  for  na  trauell  wald  tyre, 

Quhill  suddanelie  he  come  into  Kent  schyre ;  7760 

And  fra  lie  come  with  his  power  but  pane, 

Or  .ony  sturt,  reformit  all  agane, 

Syne  passit  hame  with  greit  honour  and  gloir 

To  Borne  agane,  quhair  he  come  fra  befoir. 

How  Cabatac  efter  the  Passage  of  Vespacian 

GAIF     BATTELL     to     PlANCTIUS     AGANE,    AND 
TFNT  THE  FeILD. 

Quhen  Caratac  hard  tell  that  it  wes  so,  7755 

Yespacian  wes  passit  and  ago. 

He  tuke  no  tarie  that  tyme  to  remane, 

Bot  for  the  battell  bownit  hes  agane. 

Ane  me43singer  syne  hes  he  send  anone 

Till  all  wer  fled  into  the  Yle  of  Mone,  7760 

To  cans  thame  for  to  convene  togidder, 

And  mony  mo  quhilk  that  tyme  wes  nocht  lidder. 

Fra  all  the  pairtis  than  of  Albione 

Tha  come  till  him  rycht  sone  full  many  one ; 

Syne  tuke  purpois  with  battell  till  persew  7765 

This  Planctius  agane,  for  till  reskew 

Brigantia  quhilk  he  befoir  had  lost, 

And  Pechtland'aJs;  syne  with  ane  mekle  oist, 

Syne  passit  fordward  euerie  da  by  da, 

Towaxt  the  place  quhair  that  this  Planctius  la.        7770 

Aule  Planctius,  quhair  he  la  on  ane  plane, 

Siclike  for  battell  bownit  hes  agane; 

Syne  come  and  met  him  manlie  on  a  mure, 

With  baneris  braid,  and  mony  standert  stuir; 

And  mony  stremer  with  the  wind  did  steir,  7775 

And  buglis  blast  that  hiddeous  wes  till  heir. 
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Qohill  tbai  agane  war  growin  to  new  strenthy 

And  recreat  at  greit  laser  and  lenth; 

And  had  forget  all  displesour  of  deid. 

With  new  curage  ascending  in  thair  heid; 

And  quhill  ^onng  childer  cuming  war  till  eild,        7816 

Qohilk  war  vnabill  that  tyme  for  the  feild. 

Also  to  send  rycht  Bone  into  that  tyde 

Wyiss  men  of  weir  onto  the  bordoiu*  syid, 

And  till  remane  all  in  Salnria^ 

To  keip  that  land  with  all  power  tha  m&  7880 

And  so  thai  did  as  ye  sail  wnderstand  : 

Rycht  nobill  men  than  ont  of  enerie  land 

Tha  half  chosin,  with  chiftanis  that  war  gude, 

Wyss  into  weir  that  richt  weill  wnderstnde. 

Of  all  prattik  that  neidfull  war  in  weir,  7825. 

And  in  affray  wald  tak  bot  lytill  feir; 

The  quhilk  remanit  in  Saluria, 

Dalie  in  weir  the  space  of  ^eiris  tua; 

With  mony  skyrmyng  oft  syis  to  and  fro, 

With  countering  and  with  carmuiche^  also;  7830 

With  mony  forra  baith  on  fitt  and  horss, 

Qohair  mony  saidill  temit  wes  on  force. 

Into  sic  stryfe  thus  dalie  that  tha  stude, 

Tua  ^eir  and  mair  but  grit  slauchter  and  blude. 


How  Planctius  tuke  Infirmitie  to  the  Deid, 

AKD  WRAIT    TO    CLAUDIUS    SCHAWING   HIM  OF 

HIS  Infirmitie. 

That  ^  samyn  tyme,  my  author  tellis  thus,  7836     CoL  2. 

This  Boman  legat,  Aulus  Planctius, 
Into  the  fluxis  laborit  to  the  deid ; 
No  medicene  micht  be  till  him  remeid. 
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And  quhen  he  eav  approcband  wes  so  &8t 

His  latter  end,  and  tliat  his  tyme  wes  past,  law 

And  cuming  wes  the  terme  than  of  his  end. 

To  Claudius  ane  epistill  sone  he  send. 

Schawand  till  him,  now  schortlie  to  condud^ 

How  in  sic  danger  of  his  lyfe  he  stade. 

And  greit  perrell  the  langar  ay  the  moir,  7SU 

And  mycht  nocht  walk  as  he  had  wynt  befoir. 

Nor  travell  mak,  quhairfoir  he  did  requeir. 

For  greit  perrell  the  quhilk  he  saw  appeir. 

To  send  ane  man  in  haist  that  wndei«tude 

Prattik  of  weir,  quhilk  wes  of  counsall  gude,  TSM 

Baith  war  and  wyss,  that  weill  durst  tak  on  hand; 

Or  suithlie  than,  he  did  him  wndeistacd, 

Did  he  nocht  so  within  les  nor  ane  zeir. 

All  wald  be  lost  that  he  had  bocht  so  deir. 

How  CLAXmiUS    SEND    ANE    NOBIIX    Man    calut 
OSTOBIUS    WITH    ANE    ORETT  AbMIE,    AND    OF 

Planctius  Deid. 

Quhen  Claudius  bes  hard  this  epistill  red,  7BH 

Into  that  tyme  sumthing  he  wes  adred. 
Or  dreid  tiie  Romanis  suld  tyne  of  thair  lycht ; 
Quhairfoir  rycht  sone,  with  greit  power  and  mycJit, 
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And  erdit  thair  with  mekill  pomp  and  gloir, 
Yespacian  had  biggit  of  befoir. 

How  THE  Britis,  heirand  Pianctius  was  deid, 

SEND  TO  CaRATACUS  BESEIKAND  HIM  OF  HeLP. 

Qahen  that  the  Britis  knew  that  he  wes  deid, 

Rycht  haistelie  thai  haif  tane  in  thair  heid 

Agane  the  Bomanis  to  rebell  in  hy.  7876 

Ane  messinger  [thai]  send  rycht  snddantly 

To  Caratae^  and  schew  him  all  the  cace; 

Beseikand  him  of  his  hienes  and  grace. 

With  plane  battell  agane  for  till  persew 

That  Boman  legat  cuming  of  the  new,  7880 

For  than  wes  tyme,  as  tha  did  wnderstand, 

And  tha  suld  be  all  reddie  at  command. 

How  Ostorius,  or  the  Britis  GATHERn  togid- 

DER,  VINCUST  THAME  IN  SINDRIE  PaRTIS  THAME 
ALLAN& 

Ostorius,  fra  tyme  that  he  hard  tell,  Lib.3/40b. 

How  that  the  Britis  schupe  for  to  rebell,  ^^^  ^• 

Bycht  suddanelie  than  hes  he  tane  the  feild,  7885 

With  beimis  bald  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

Or  the  Britis  war  congregat  togither. 

But  ony  lat  that  tyme  he  wes  nocht  lidder. 

And  at  the  Tegens  first  he  did  begyn, 

And  vincust  thame,  and  syne  at  Corymyn,  7890 

At  Comub  syne,  and  als  at  Cambria, 

And  vincust  thame  als  of  Damonia. 

The  Iciniens^  thai  tuke  at  sic  ane  place 

Quhair  thai  to  flie  had  nother  tyme  nor  space  ; 

And  quhen  thai  saw  that  thair  wes  no  remeid,       7896 

Than  thai  decreittit  to  fecht  all  to  the  deid, 

>  In  MS.  Citiens. 
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Out  of  that  feild  ane  fit  or  tha  -mH  flie, 

Or  lit  be  tone  or  in  tbair  willlB  ba 

Ana  BO  thai  did,  as  my  aatiior  did  aa, 

Faucht  to  the  deid  the  leiot  ane  man  that  da.       nm 

Syne  with  haist  that  tyme,  baith  all  and  Bom, 

He  paBsit  hes  into  CarU&Ium, 

Qnhilk  callit  is  now  Carlill  at  thia  da; 

Syne  efterwart  on  to  Brigantia ; 

And  witht  aic  prattikis  he  did  thame  prerene^       Ttot 

Or  euir  tha  micht  togidder  all  convene; 

Syne  efler  that,  vpoun  ane  vther  da,  • 

He  passit  hes  on  to  Saluiia ; 

And  all  that  land  he  hereit  &r  and  neir, 

Baith  brint  and  slew  that  horribill  wes  tJU  httr.    7tu 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid  that  doucht  nodit  for  to  flie, 

Without  mercie  thai  maid  all  to  die. 

Thame  that  wer  ^oimg  and  of  thair  bodie  rude, 

He  put  thame  all  into  vyle  seruitude. 

How     CaRATACUS    FASSIT    TO    FeILD  AOAINB    IBB 
BOUANE     LgQAT,   and    how    he  OBDOBn    HIS 

Men,  and  of  the  obnat  Obisokb  he  lum 

TO  THAME. 
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Tha  come  till  him  as  lord  and  govemoiir, 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  that  wes  of  sic  honour. 

For  to  defend  thair  lyfe  and  libertie, 

Or  on  ane  day  all  into  battell  de.  708O 

King  Caratac,  with  curage  vnaffirayit, 

Yponn  ane  plane  the  battell  hes  arrayit, 

Endlang  ane  flnde,  rycht  neir  behind  thair  bak, 

But  onj  fiird  ouir  passing  for  to  mak; 

Without  refuge  file  that  tyme  mycht  thair  nane,    798S 

But  other  fecht  or  cowartiie  be  tane. 

His  queue  and  dochter  liand  wes  thairby, 

Of  tihat  battell  the  aventure  till  spy ; 

And  out  of  number  wemen,  ^oung  and  aid, 

Come  thair  that  da  the  battell  to  behald.  7940 

Then  Caratac  hes  chosin  for  the  feild,  Ck)L2. 

^oung  stark  wemen  that  waponis  weill  mycht  weild, 

Amang  thame  all  the  best  that  thai  culd  ken, 

Thair  for  to  fecht  mixt  among  the  men. 

The  laif  he  rayit  in  ane  battell  arry,^  7945 

Stonis  to  cast  and  for  to  schout  and  cry, 

Quhen  baith  the  battellis  war  togidder  boun, 

And  cut  the  throttis  of  thame  that  war  dung  doun. 

Exhortand  [thame]  that  tyme  bayth  les  and  moir, 

For  to  think  on  thair  fatheris  of  befoir,  7960 

And  of  thair  deidis  cheif  and  chevalrous 

Quhilk  of  befoir  vincust  greit  Julius, 

Ouir  all  the  warld  than  wan  sa  greit  honour, 

And  in  his  tyme  of  all  Romanis  was  flour. 

Beseikand  thame  in  thair  defence  to  stand  7955 

For  wyfe  and  bame,  for  libertie  and  land, 

And  in  the  battell  all*  erar  to  die 

Nor  to  the  Bomanis  bondis  for  till  be. 

Quhen  this  was  said  in  presens  of  thame  all, 

Tha  said  ilkone,  for  ocht  it  mycht  befall,  7960 
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frtCo  thAt  hMXKil  Choi  nud  ukane  'ie. 

Or  Tiuui  rwkftv  baidL  kmi  and  Jhstie. 

Aiul  put  chanut  out  of  aH  ncfa.  <HTiiaiufc 

S^  fviiriiui  cha.  hitiii  die  Baimane  hindK. 

^yno.  vai((  "xich  •nnt^  and  Tick  ■■'■"""''  wmkL      :^ 

''^Kill  All  KhAir  bM7  fpn:  alL  die  bmJcs  adbonmL 

Thft  tminp^tM  blew  and  calbmniB  vpamL  'aiaaL 

With  piiuMll  prr.riii  and  many  ban^  adaxc. 

And  ^rtaitlift  lUiuiAma  in.  che  air  7pflGeD& 

^'ftC^jriiM  nw'r  by  vpoim  the  bene,  an 

With  mrmy  fierne  rydit  beOicnis  and  imid, 

AttrAylt  w<w  t^Air  eora]^  b>  behald. 

And  ry^ht  '!i'>mtn/^iiii&  of  chaS  mnliiGadf. 

And  v<nll  thai  wia  thair  wHIia  wes  nrehs  gmie. 

And  al»  tlisu  knew  tbalr  desp^atioon.  nn 

An  tint.  Viefoir  h»rd  be  relaxionn, 

Fli':  vald  tbai  noctit  bot  gif  it  irer  po&cee^ 

TimirfoT  be  rirrlanit  mony  bairdit  bixas. 

With  I*;;*  bames  wnder  speir  and  acfaeild, 

f>rf.k  tbair  array  qabair  tba  stnde  in  the  Mhlr      nn 

KxhitrtATnl  tbarne  aU  for  to  tak  na  dreid 

"  (tf  \AT\t/UT  Ixxkit  and  »o  vyle  ane  lad, 

"  lint  wit,  wi-florne,  or  prattikii  into  war. 

"  Jfiit  liorH,  liameM,  or  any  %-ther  geir 

"  Thiit  niiidriill  in  this  tyme  to  do  thame  gnde^"    net 
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Of  the  bowmen  sa  mekle  aw  tha  Rtnde, 

In  that  bikker  wes  spilt  so  mekill  bluda 

OBtorius  seand  that  tyme  on  force 

Besistit  that  tyme  wes  his  bairdit  horss,  sooo 

Vponn  the  archearis  maid  ane  new  assay. 

The  bownen  baid  rycht  baldlie  at  array, 

And  with  thair  bowis  bikkerit  on  the  bent;  Lib.d,f.4i. 

Iludr  steill  heidis  wald  nother  stop  nor  stent,  ^^*  '• 

Throw  all  thair  geir  that  glitterand  wes  is  gone,   8OO6 

And  maid  no  baid  quhill  thai  come  to  the  bone. 

Bat  neuirtheles  the  Bomanis  held  thair  race 

But  ony  stop  qnhill  thai  come  to  that  place ; 

^ytie  enterit  sone  without  ony  fray, 

And  brak  the  bowmen  all  out  of  array.  soio 

Be  that  the  laif  wer  enterit  at  thair  bak ; 

That  countering  wes  lyke  ane  thunder  crak, 

Quhen  speiris  brak,  and  mony  scheild  claue, 

Hebne  and  hewmat  all  in  pecis  rave ; 

Buscheand  togidder  with  so  rude  ane  reird,  sois 

Quhill  horss  and  men  were  drevin  to  the  eird. 

Aye  quhen  ane  Roman  than  wes  strikkin  doun, 

The  wemen  by  thai  war  rycht  reddie  boun, 

Cuttand  thair  throttis  or  thai  raiss  agane  ] 

With  sic  prattik  wes  mony  Roman  slane.  8020 

The  wemen  als  that  faucht  into  the  feild, 

So  worthelie  thair  wapyins  thai  did  weild. 

That  ill  it  wes  for  to  deceme  or  ken, 

Quho  had  bene  thair,  quhilk  wes  wemen  or  men. 

In  Albione,  sen  weiris  began,  8026 

Wes  neuer  sene  ^it  with  na  levand  man, 

Baldar  bemis  that  better  did  abyde, 

Na  mycht  be  sene  that  tyme  on  euerilk  syde. 

Into  that  stour  sa  stoutlie  that  tha  stude, 

Quhill  all  the  brais  wer  broudin  ouir  with  blude ;  8030 

The  riuer  als,  befoir  that  wes  rycht  wan. 

As  rubecimd  roiss  all  of  reid  blude  ran. 
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How  Cabtumandia^  tuke  Cabatacus,  the  Kikg 

OF    SCOTTIS,    WITH    TbESSOUN     IN     HIR    AWIN 

Place,  and  delyuerit  him  to  Ostobius,  the 

BOMAN  LeGAT. 

Scho  gaif  his  supper  of  ane  gudlie  gyiss, 

And  seniit  him  of  ane  solempnit  wyiss,  8070 

With  all  plesour  pertenyng  to  ane  king, 

Thair  wee  no  want  of  weUfair  in  all  thing, 

Exhortand  him  for  to  be  bljrth  anone ; 

Quhen  tyme  wes  cnming  till  his  rest  is  gone. 

This  wickit  woman  all  nycht  tuke  gude  keip,  8076 

Quhill  Caratac  wes  fallin  sound  on  sleip ; 

Bycht  quyetlie  than  till  his  chahner  led 

Weill  armit  men  evin  round  about  his  bed ; 

And  quhair  he  lay  sleipand,  I  vnderstand, 

Of  force  that  tyme  thai  band  him  fit  and  hand     soso 

Syne  on  the  mome,  be  that  the  da  wes  lycht, 

Chi  to  the  Bomanis  raikit  hes  full  richt 

With  Caratac,  my  author  sais  thus, 

Deliuerit  him  syne  to  Ostorius, 

In  that  beleif  to  get  thank  and  reward,  8086 

And  with  the  Bomams  all  hir  tyme  be  spaird, 

In  pece  and  rest  als  for  to  bruke  hir  land. 

For  that  same  cans,  as  ^e  ma  vnderstand, 

Bycht  Weill  scho  wist  and  Caratac  wer  tane, 

"Era,  that  tyme  fiirth  all  weiiis  wald  be  gane.  8090 

How  Ostorius,  the  Eoman  Legat,  quhen  he 
SAW  Caratacus,  had  greit  Compassioun  on 
him. 

Ostorius,  this  nobill  Boman  knycht, 
King  Caratac  quhen  he  beheld  with  sycht 
Lawit  so  far  quhilk  wes  befoir  so  he, 
With  fials  Fortoun,  the  teir  fell  in  his  ee. 


>  In  MS.  Cartamandia, 
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**  And  Weill  I  wait  it  servis  nocht  for  the, 

**  That  victour  is,  ouir  crwell  for  to  be ; 

**  Bot  for  to  be  alwayes  curtas  and  heynd, 

**  To  qnhome  Fortoun  hes  bene  sa  gude  ane  freind."  8130 

How  OsTORius  GAnx  CONVOY  KiNG  Caratac  with 
Men  of  Gude,  and  do  him  all  Honour 
thai  miciit. 

Ostorius,  fra  he  hard  him  say  so, 

On  till  ane  tent  he  maid  him  for  till  go, 

With  mony  heme  following  at  his  bak, 

War  men  of  gude  him  seruice  for  to  mak, 

And  him  to  pleis  into  all  kynd  of  thing,  8133 

With  sic  honour  as  did  pertene  ane  king. 

And  so  iha  did  in  all  thing  that  tha  ma, 

With  dansing,  singing,  and  all  sport  of  pla. 

How  OsTORius  send  Caratacus  to  Rome,  with 
HIS  Wyffe,    Dochter,  and    Tua  Brether, 

AND    HOW     ALL    NaTIONIS    DID    WOUNDER     ON 

Caratac    that    feildit    the   Romanis    sa 

OFT. 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  he  had  better  tume, 

Solempnitlie  he  send  him  on  to  Rome  8140 

With  wyfe  and  dochter,  and  his  brether  tua, 

Qreit  men  of  gude  gart  pas  with  him  alsua. 

And  as  thai  maid  thair  passage  by  the  way, 

Ouir  all  the  warld,  so  did  my  author  say, 

Bayth  i&r  and  neir,  witht  greit  humanitie,  8145 

Tha  come  that  tyme  king  Caratac  to  se. 

So  manfuUie  agane  the  Romanis  micht 

Nyne  ^eir  and  mair  defendit  hes  his  richt, 

And  maid  him  self  and  pepill  to  leue  fre. 

And  loissit  nothing  of  his  libertie.  siso 
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No  ^it  had  done  for  all  the  Bomauis  n^sht^ 

Had  be  nocht  bene  dissauit  witli  sic  BUcht^ 

Be  &ls  tressoim  of  Cartiuuane  the  qaene. 

In  thair  baadouu  ^it  bad  he  neuir  beno. 

Throw  Italic,  throw  Flanderis,  and  throw  France,    Siu 

And  Lumbardie,  his  name  thai  did  avance, 

Qubilk  faucht  sa  lang  with  puir  power  and  small, 

A^iane  Fortoun  and  the  Bomanis  alL 

For  it  wes  said  ouir  all  the  warld  haill. 

Had  FortouQ  maid  the  Koraanis  for  to  fiull  siw 

In  ony  feild,  and  him  yictomr  to  be, 

AH  Albione  he  had  maid  to  leue  ire. 


How  Cakatacus  wes  had  to  Rome. 

Quhen  lie  wes  brocht  to  Borne,  that  nobill  tonn 

Wes  of  sic  honour,  riches  and  renouo, 

Of  warldUe  gloir '  the  diadame  and  flour, 

Befoir  the  prince«  and  the  emperour. 

His  nobitnes  thair  for  to  magnifie, 

And  the  triumph  of  thair  greit  victorie, 

Armit  men,  with  mekill  pomp  and  pryde, 

Within  the  toun  thai  set  on  euirilk  syid. 

In  arrayit  feild  euin  reddle  as  tha  wald  June. 
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« 

How  King  Caratac  quhen  he  come  befoir  the 
CouNSALL  IN  Presence  of  thame  all  spak 
so  pebtlie. 

And  quhen  he  come  befoir  this  Qaudius, 

Into  his  trone  that  sat  sa  glorious, 

Ejieillit  nocht  donn  to  ask  mercie  and  grace, 

Bot  like  ane  man  held  pertlie  vp  his  fitce. 

Befoir  thame  all  quhair  he  did  than  compeir,  8185 

To  Claaditis  he  said  as  ^e  sail  heir: 

*'  O  daudius !  I  mak  it  knawin  to  the, 

"  Had  Fortoim  bene  als  gude  ane  freind  to  me, 

'*  As  dame  Nature  quhilk   gaif  me    strenth  and 

mycht, 
"  With  hie  curage  for  to  defend  my  lycht,  8190 

Thy  fame  this  da  had  nocht  sa  far  bene  sene, 
No  my  honour  sa  maculat  heir  had  bene. 
"  Sum  tyme  [I]  had  rycht  nobill  men  of  weir 
"  With  horss  and  hames,  gold  and  vther  geir, 
''  And  bodie  als  that  weill  culd  weild  ane  brand,  8195 
*'  Manheid  and  strenth  in  ony  stour  to  stand, 
"  Thocht  I  be  now  in  sic  miseritie, 
'*  Throw  fals  Fortoun,  and  nocht  throw  strenth 

of  the. 
"  Displeis  the  nocht  of  this  I  say  the  till, 
"  For  Weill  I  wait,  sen  I  am  in  thi  will,  820O 

'*  To  the  alway  it  is  bot  schame  and  lak 
"  Of  me  this  tyme  ane  bond  or  thrall  to  mak. 
"  And  gif  it  pleisis  to  thi  hie  majestic, 
*'  Now  at  this  tyme  to  lat  me  pas  hame  fre, 
"  Ouir  all  this  warld  rycht  sone  it  wilbe  knawin   8205 
*'  The  greit  gentreis  to  me  that  thow  hes  scbawin, 
"  On  to  thi  self  and  to  the  Komanis  all 
"  In  lestand  honour  imperpetualL" 
Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  the  multitude, 
Mony  thocht  mervell  neir  hand  by  him  stude,  82io 
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m 

How   Caratacus  was  send    ttauv.   fra   Rome 

WTTHT     GREIT     TRIUMPH      AND     MONT     GREIT 

Bewaird. 

Sone  efter  syne,  quhen  this  counsall  wes  done,        8286 

King  Caratac  thai  haif  deliuerit  sone 

With  gloir,  honour^  and  mony  riche  rewaird. 

No  gold  nor  gude  to  him  that  tyme  was  spaird.* 

With  toungest  bruther  and  his  quene  also, 

Take  leif  at  thame,  syne  hamewart  did  tha  go.      8240 

In  Albione  full  mony  freik  wes  fane, 

Quhen  thai  hard  word  of  his  ciuning  agane. 

Bycht  mony  ran  and  met  him  by  the  way, 

With  dansing,  singing  and  with  greijti  sport  and  play. 

Mony  madyins  in  courtlie  carraUngy  -  8246 

Sum  for  to  dance  and  vther  sum  to  si^ 

With  fair  calling  and  huny  wordis  sweit, 

Greit  joy  it  wes  that  tyme  to  se  thame  meit. 

Menstrallis  playit  with  dulce  musick  and  sang, 

And  all  the  bellis  in  Albione  thai  rang  8260 

Of  ilk  tempiU,  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyiss, 

Solempnitlie  makand  thair  sacrifice, 

Thankand  thair  godis  with  grit  reuerence, 

To  Caratac  sic  honour  gaif  and  chance, 

Quhilk  done  to  him  wes  with  the  emprioure  8266 

Of  all  Bomanis  in  till  his  tyme  wes  floure. 

Ostorius  also  wes  bayth  blyth  and  glaid 

Of  his  cuming,  and  freindlie  to  him  said : 

"  Welcum !  thou  art  of  cheualrie  the  flour 

"  Of  Albione,  and  strangest  in  ane  stour.  8260 

'*  Suppois  that  Fortoun  sum  tyme  wes  thi  fa, 
Thy  greit  vertew  hes  the  exaltit  sua^ 
And  to  get  peice  and  honour  hes  the  brocht 
Agane  Fortoun  quhidder  scho  wold  or  nocht.  CoL2. 

**  Far  better  it  is  to  be  the  Bomanis  freind,  8266 

In  pece  and  rest  at  thi  plesour  to  leind, 

R 
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How  OSTOBIXTS  WRATT  TO  ROME  AND  SCHEW  THE 
OBETT  ThANKFULKES  OF  CaHATACUS  TO  THE 
BOICANIS. 


of  him  quhen  that  he  knew, 
^(Nl^^GUHidiiiB  ane  epistill  wrait  and  sehew 
"^^  CSuBtac  the  dalie  diligence,  8296 

all  power  to  pleis  ay  the  Romans. 
Brit  and  Fecht  that  tyme,  but  ony  pley, 
^nth  his  wifidome  he  hes  maid  till  obey. 
^m^lEOW  lufe  of  him,  and  nocht  throw  force  or  mycht, 
Ibl  Albione  the  Bomanis  gettis  rychi  830o 


How  THE  Empbioxjbe,  heieand  the  Kyndnes  of 
Cabatacus,  frelie  with  greit  Honour  send 
Hame  his  Dochter. 


'  i  - 


Qolieii  this  wes  red  befoir  the  empriour 

iknd  the  Bomanis  that  maist  wes  of  honour, 

Witti  haill  consent  in  Scotland  haif  tha  send 

lb  Caxatac  his  dochter  with  commend,  Lib.3,f:42b. 

^MflUi  gieit  honour  and  with  sic  reuerence,  8306     ^^2- 

Mb  did  pertene  the  dochter  of  ane  prince. 

Bis  brother  than  befoir  schort  quhile  wes  deid, 

STo  mediqnie  micht  mak  to  him  remeid; 

Of  Ttalie  the  heit  so  copious 

To  hia  compleodoun  wes  contrarious,  ssio 

With  sic  alteratione  of  his  qualitie 

That  medicyne  mycht  mak  him  no  supple. 

King  Caratac  syne  efter  mony  da, 

In  polide  with  all  plesour  and  pla, 

In  peice  and  rest  with  greit  honour  he  rang  ;        8816 

Syne  efter  that,  quhen  he  had  rung  so  lang, 

Fiftie  ^eir  and  four  for  till  assigne, 

Efter  tiie  birth  of  Jesu  hevyns  king, 

R  2 
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The  youngest  als,  gif  that  I  rycht  presume, 

Come  hame  with  him  quhen  that  he  come  £ra  Rome.  8360 

The  eldest  deit  as  I  -haif  said  befoir ; 

Of  him  as  now  I  neid  to  say  no  moir. 

With  haUl  consent  that  tyme  of  aid  and  ^ing, 

This  ilk  Corbreid  thai  crownit  to  be  king. 

Of  his  wisdome  rycht  mony  wes  full  fane ;  8366 

Sayand  the  sone  of  nobill  Cadallane, 

And  bruther  als  to  worthie  Caratak, 

That  tuik  and  gaif  sua  mony  stalwart  straik,  CoL  2. 

Force  wes  till  him  of  chevalrie  be  chois, 

Come  of  ane  k3aid  so  bald  and  beUicois ;  8360 

That  oft  had  bene  in  mony  stalwart  stour, 

And  in  thair  tyme  that  wan  so  greit  honour. 

Sone  efter  he  ressauit  had  his  croun, 

He  veseit  all  his  kinrik  vp  and  doun,  * 

And  gart  reforme  all  faltis  maid  befoir;  8365 

Baith  thift  and  reif  he  gart  agane  restoir, 

And  pimeist  thame  befoir  that  maid  trespas; 

No  thingis  than  he  leit  vnpuneist  pas. 

Syne  in  the  Ylis  pa«sit  to  mak  peis, 

All  weir  and  wrang  amang  thame  he  gart  ceiss.     8370 

And  syne  in  Comana  efterwart  is  gone, 

The  fairest  pairt  that  wes  in  Albione  ; 

All  faltie  folk  that  he  fand  in  that  steyde, 

Sum  he  gart  hang  and  vther  siun  he  gart  heid ; 

And  thai  that  held  the  pepill  in  tbair  richt,  8376 

Bewairdit  thame  at  all  power  and  micht. 

And  sone  he  maid  amang  thame  r3'cht  gude  peice, 

And  all  faltis  maid  suddanelie  to  ceis. 

Heir  I  will  pance  ane  lytill  in  this  place, 

And  of  the  Romanis  sj)eik  I  will  ane  space.  8380 


S6i  THE  BTTIK  OF  THE 

Hom    THE   BOMAJflS   IH  THE  TtME    OF    CABATACUB 
WEa  OEVIN  ALL  TO  IdILHES,   QXJHAIEFOIE  THE 

Pechtis  efter  his  Deith   bebelut  aqakis 

THE   BOHAlflS. 
Fra  Caratac  had  moid  sic  rest  and  peice 
Id  Albione,  and  had  gart  all  weiria  ceia. 
Syne  was  so  lang  disusit  fra  the  weir, 
OS  bH  the  laif  the  Romanis  tuke  na  feir ; 
And  put  thair  cuir  fra  that  furth  nycht  and  day,ss8C 
In  dansing,  singing,  and  in  sport  and  pl&y  ; 
In  Venus  werkis  as  to  walk  and  wow, 
To  dance  and  drink,  and  ay  to  iUl  thame  fow. 
Qubairfoir  thai  war  vnabill  for  the  weir, 
And  lute  thair  hames  with  all  vther  geir  SSM 

Roust  and  rot,  and  thair  waponis  grow  blunt. 
And  had  no  will  to  walk  aa  thai  war  wont. 
The  proude  Pechtis  persauit  Weill  that  thing ; 
Efter  the  deid  of  Caratac  the  king 
Tba  thocht  best  tyme  thair  landia  to  reekew,  SSH 

And  maid  ane  king  amang  thame  of  the  new. 
Of  Ordulus  the  lord  of  nobill  fame. 
And  Conkestiua  he  callit  wes  to  name. 
The  Romanis  all  that  tyrae,  I  vnderstand, 
In  Ordulus,  Dieria  and  Pechtland,  SMO 
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In  that  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Ostorius  wes  in  Britania, 

In  all  that  tyme  dreidand  for  na  deir, 

In  Lundoun  la  in  na  beleif  of  weir, 

Sen  Caratak,  that  maid  him  all  the  stryfe,  8416 

Had  tane  his  leif  out  of  this  present  lyffe. 

How    THE    ROMANIS    TAKAND  ANE    PrAY    OUT  OF 

Ordulus  was  vmbeset  with   the   Pbchtis 

AND  SLANE  ILK  MaN. 

Than  quhen  the  Fechtis  knew  and  vnderstude 

That  tyme  for  thame  rycht  ganand  wes  and  gude, 

Bycht  suddantlie  thai  fiimeist  for  the  feild 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid  that  waponis  docht  to  weild ;  8420 

And  scharplie  syne  the  Bomanis  did  persew^ 

And  had  nocht  bene  that  thai  gat  sone^  reskew 

Of  thair  freindis  £ra  monie  sindrie  steid, 

Tha  had  bene  slane  iUcane  without  remeid. 

And  or  tha  culd  reskewit  be  agane,  8426 

Thair  prindpall  provest  than  wes  slane. 

With  aucht  chiftanis,  and  vtheris  mony  ane, 

Of  beimis  bald  rycht  big  of  blude  and  bane. 

Sone  efter  that,  within  ane  litill  space, 

The  Bomanis  maid  greit  heirschip  in  ane  place,       8480 

In  Ordulus,  sone  efter  on  ane  da. 

And  mekill  spuilte  tuke  with  thame  awa. 

And  as  thai  wer  syne  pairtand  thame  amang 

The  haill  spuil^e,  and  hamewart  thocht  to  gang, 

With  scheip  and  hors,  with  swyne,  oxin  and  ky,    8436 

The  Pechtis  than  wes  buschit  neir  hand  by. 

Syne  with  ane  schout  thai  come  furth  of  a  slak 

Or  euer  thai  wist,  syne  round  about  thame  brak. 

Than  neid  it  wes  the  Bomanis  than  to  ^eUd, 

Or  manfullie  to  lycht  and  tane  the  feild  ;  8440 

>  In  MS.  wnntr. 
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How    OSTORIUS  AND   THE   PeCHTIS  MET    IN   PLANE 

Battell,    and   Ostorius  tynt  the  Feild, 

AND  WES  CHAissrr. 

Ostorius,  with  greit  power  and  micht, 

Hes  tane  the  feild  for  to  defend  his  rycht, 

With  mony  wicht  that  worthie  wer  in  weir, 

Wes  rycht  perfite  to  ryde  and  rin  ane  speir. 

The  Pechtis  als,  vpone  the  tother  syde,  8476 

For  battell  maid  and  wald  na  langer  byde, 

With  greit  supple  tha  gat  in  that  same  quhile, 

Of  Albionis  that  wes  in  Mona  Yle, 

Quhilk  to  the  Romanis  no  way  wald  obey, 

Bot  all  thair  tyme  thai  held  thame  ay  in  pley,      8480 

Thair  with  the  Pechtis  arrayit  thame  on  ane  plane, 

Agane  the  Romanis  to  gif  feild  agane. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  tha  wer  sic  multitude, 

In  till  ane  pairt  the  Pechtis  sum  all  stude. 

With  plane  battell  sic  power  till  persew,  8486 

Thairfor  rycht  sone  ane  vther  draucht  tha  di*ew. 

Ane  greit  battell  that  tyme  behind  thair  bak, 

Of  armit  men  thai  laid  intill  ane  slak, 

Intill  ane  strenth  that  la  neir  by  the  plane, 

Quhair  that  thai  tliocht  to  draw  thame  with  ane    8490 

trane. 
Syne  euerilk  freik  on  fit  the  feild  lies  tane, 
And  straikis  gaif  and  tuke  rycht  mony  ane, 
So  baldlie  than  tha  beimis  did  all  byde. 
The  Romanis  als,  vpoune  the  tother  syid, 
With  djmtis  dour  ilkane  on  vther  dang,  8495 

With  sic  ane  reird  quhill  all  the  rochis  rang. 
And  quhen  the  Pechtis  sjiw  thair  tyme  to  fle, 
Tumit  thair  bak  and  luit  the  battell  be  ; 
In  rayit  feild  syne  passit  cloLs  awa, 
Towart  the  strenth  quhair  that  thaii*  buschment  la.  8500 


X-    -    -ai- 
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How     THE     ROMANIS,     BiAKAND     ANE      FORRA      IN 

Pechtland,  war  prewenit  witht  the  Pech- 

TIS,   AND  SLANE   ILK   MAN. 

In  that  same  tyme  the  Bomanis  on  ane  da^  8680 

Tua  greit  forrais  maid  in  Pechtlandia, 

With  greit  heirschip  thai  raisit  how  and  cry ; 

Wnwiflt  of  thame  the  Pechtis  war  neirby, 

On  fot  and  horss,  and  mony  royall  men, 

Quhair  that  thai  lay  rycht  cloiss  into  ane  glen.       8686 

Neir  hand  thairby  assignit  wes  and  sett 

Ane  place  besyid  quhair  all  the  Romanis  met, 

For  till  devyde  thair  spul^e  and  thair  pra. 

In  the  same  tyme,  qulien  tha  war  doand  sua, 

The  Pechtis  all  set  on  thame  with  ane  sellout,       8640 

Or  euir  thai  wist  cloisit  thame  round   about ; 

With  swordis  scharpe,  and  speiris  that  war  lang, 

Vpone  the  Romanis  dourlie  that  thai  dang; 

Withoutin  stop  into  the  samin  steid, 

The  Romanis  all  war  in  the  feild  left  deid.  8646 

How  OSTORIUS,   HEIRAND    THE    DeSTRUCTIOUN    OF 

THE    Romanis,  for  Displesour  of  n   and 
Pane  of  his  Hurt  depairtit. 

Ostorius,  fra  he  hes  hard  this  tald, 

His  petieous  spreit  befoir  that  wes  so  bald, 

For  verrie  wo  bayth  meit  *  and  drink  forsuik  ; 

And  throw  the  hurt  befoir  in  feild  he  tuke, 

With  crwell  pane  wes  pimeLst  and  opprest,  8660 

That  he  on  lyfe  na  langar  than  mycht  lest, 

Bot  tuke  his  leif,  83aie  to  his  rest  he  gais, 

With  greit  blythnes  that  same  tyme  of  his  fais. 

Efter  the  deid  of  this  Ostorius, 

Tha  eirdit  him  in  the  tempill  of  Claudius,  8656 


1  In  MS.  meik. 
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And  baid  na  langar  fra  thai  saw  thame  lycht, 

Bot  fled  rycht  fiist  with  all  power  and  mycht.       8586 

One  euerie  syid  richt  mony  thair  wes  slane ; 

Of  the  Bomanis  thrie  thousand  on  that  plane 

La  deid  that  da^  with  bludie  woundis  wyde ; 

Toa  thousand  aJs  ypoune  the  tother  syde. 


How  ANE  NOBILL  MaN  CALLIT  DeDIUS  WAS  SEND 
1^0  BOME  FOR  TO  GTDE  BrITANE. 

In  that  same  tyme,  my  stone  tellis  thus^  8690 

Ane  Boman  legat  callit  Dedius, 

Bycht  baldlie  than  he  come  into  Britane, 

Fra  Cesar  send  with  mony  nobill  man ; 

Chosin  he  wes  for  cheif  and  ehevalrus, 

For  till  suooeid  ontill  Ostorius,  8695 

For-qnhy  he  wes  bayth  worthie,  wyiss  and  wycht, 

For  till  manteine  the  Bomanis  in  thoir  rycht. 

Thair  commoun  weill  that  tyme  wes  fiskr  abak 

In  Albione,  and  tholit  had  grit  lak. 

So  mony  Bomane  maid  wes  for  to  die ;  seoo 

And  had  not  tha  the  soner  maid  supplie, 

Tha  had  bene  lost  that  tyme  baith  les  and  moir, 

And  all  bene  tynt  that  thai  had  wyn  befoir. 

This  Dedius,  fra  that  he  wnderstude 

In  sic  perrell  the  Bomanis  that  tyme  stude,  8606 

Befoir  thame  all  quhair  thair  wes  mony  man, 

On  this  same  wyiss  his  orisone  began. 

How  Dedius,  the  Bomane    Legat,    quhen    he 

COME  IN   BrITANE,   MAID  HIS   OrESONE  BEFOIR 

THE  Bomanis  beand  thair. 

"  The  wyit,"  he  said,  "  of  all  the  greit  oflence 
"  Of  weir  and  wrang,  [and]  all  sic  violence, 


_  CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  271 

How  THE  ROMANIS  MAID  THAIR  VOW  TO  BE 
REVENGIT  VPOUN  THE  PeCHTIS,  OR  DIE  ALL 
ON  ANE  Da. 

pi^Quhen  this  wes  said,  amang  thame  euerie  man 

srBifcht  cniellie  to  sueirand  so  began, 

vvJUI  on  ane  da  in  mort  battell  to  de, 

^   Or  of  *  the  Peehtis  to  revengit  be.  8646 

Qahen  all  this  cace  wes  to  the  Peehtis  schawin, 
^  Snmthing  thai  dred  that  tyme  to  be  ouirthrawin ; 
p  ^t  neuirtheles  quhen  it  come  in  memoir 

The  tna  battellis  that  thai  had  wyn  befoir, 
p    In  that  belief  all  dreddour  thai  forsuik,  8660 

And  in  thair  mynd  so  greit  enrage  tha  take, 
An  on  ane  da  that  thai  wald  erar  de 
Na  with  the  Romanis  to  subdewit  be. 


How  THE   PeCHTIS   SEND   ANE    HeRAULD  TO   KiNG 
CORBREID  FOR  HIS  HeLP  AGANE  THE  BOMANIS. 

An  heranld  sone  tha  send  to  Ving  Corbreid, 

Beseikand  him  in  sic  distres  and  neid,  8666 

Of  his  gude  help  ;  also  than  till  him  schew 

How  that  the  Romanis  than  with  ane  power  new, 

War  cimiit  in  Britane  with  grit  pomp  and  schoir, 

For  to  revenge  all  skaith  thai  gat  befoir. 

Ane  new  l^at  wes  callit  Dedius,  8660 

Efter  the  deid  of  gude  Ostorius, 

Befoir  Cesar  rycht  pertlie  tuke  on  hand 

For  to  distroy  all  Peehtis  into  Pechtland, 

Of  thair  kinrik  to  elenge  thame  out  alss  elene 

In  Albione  as  thai  had  neuir  bene.  8666 

And  so  hapnit  that  tyme,  as  God  forbeid, 

Him  of  his  purpois  alway  for  to  speid, 

»  In  MS.  Or  of  of. 
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How  THE  Kmo  OP  Pechxis  Herauld  schew  the 
Ansuer  was  geyin  him  be  the  Kino  of 
Scorns. 

With  this  ansuer  the  herauld  hame  he  ^eid. 

And  schew  to  thame  how  that  the  king  Corbreid 

Hes  said  till  him,  as  ^e  haif  hard  befoir,  8700 

Ilk  word  by  word  at  laser  les  and  moir. 

The  Pechtis  war  complesit  of  that  thing, 

Quhen  that  thai  knew  of  this  Corbredus  king, 

Within  the  boundis  of  Brigantia, 

With  greit  power  so  neir  thair  landis  la.  8706 


How  King  Cobbreed  come  in  Brigantia,   and 

HOW  THE   BOMANE   LeGAT  COMMANDIT   HIM   TO 
PAS  HIS  Wa. 

In  this  same  tyme  as  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

King  Corbreid  come  in  Brigantia, 

With  ane  grit  ost  that  wes  bayth  lang  and  braid; 

Gif  that  the  Romanis  schuip  him  till  invaid. 

In  Brigantia  other  throw  strenth  or  slycht,  87io 

His  mynd  wes  alway  to  defend  his  rycht^ 

With  his  power  thair  pryde  for  to  repell. 

Then  Dedius,  thairof  quhen  he  hard  tell, 

Ane  herauld  send  rycht  sone  and  suddanelie 

To  king  Corbreid,  commanding  him  in  hy,  8715 

With  all  his  power  for  to  pas  his  wa 

Rycht  hastelie  out  of  Brigantia. 

Doand  him  weill  that  tyme  to  wnderstand  Lib.i,£44b. 

Brigantia   suld  be  the  Romanis  land,  Col.  i. 

Quhilk  Cesar  gaif  to  Caratac  his  bruther,  8720 

Bot  for  his  tyme  till  him  and  for  na  vther. 

Sayand  rycht  sone  bot  gif  that  he  did  so, 

Declaiit  him  thairfoir  the  Romanis  fo, 

s 
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How  COBBREID  JBAID  WITHIN  ANE  StRENTH  QUHILL 

ALL  HIS  Men  suld  cum  to  him. 

This  beand  done  as  I  half  said  ^ow  heir, 

This  king  Corbreid  and  all  his  folk  in  feir,  8755 

Includit  thame  within  ane  stalwart  strenth, 

Quhair  thai  mycht  ly. without  perrell  at  lenth 

Of  the  Bomanis  bot  ony  skayth   or  ill, 

Quhill  that  his  men  wer  cumin  aU  him  till, 

Quhilk  cumand  war  fra  mony  sindrie  pairt.  8760 

And  so  he  schupe  be  sic  ane  subtill  airt 

His  lycht  and  pepill  at  that  tyme  to  defend, 

QuhiU  efterwart  he  saw  his  tyme,  and  kend 

Quhan  that  he  plesit  for  to  tak  his  wilL 

No  moir  of  this;   heir  will  I  hald  me  still,  8765 

And  tume  agane  befoir  quhair  I  haif  bene, 

And  tell  the  laif  of  Cartumand  the  queue. 

That  Caratacus  to  the  Romanis  sauld. 

In  all  hir  tyme  malicious  wes  and  bald. 

Of  Cadallane  scho  wes  the  latter  wyfe,  8770 

Wes  lord  of  Brigance  sum  tyme  in  his  lyfe. 

And  father  als  to  this  king  Corbreid, 

And  Caratac  in  storie  as  we  reid. 


How     CaRT[UM]ANDES,     the     WyFFE     of     CADAL-      CoL2. 
LANUS,   EFTER  HIM  WES  WEDDIT    ON   ANE   MaN 

callit  Venettus. 

Efter  the  deid  of  nobiU  Cadalane, 

Weddit  scho  wes  syne  with  ane  vther  man,  8775 

Venetius  wes  callit  to  his  name, 

In  all  Brigance  of  most  honour  and  fame  ; 

Quhilk  wes  defendit  lang  and  mony  da 

With  the  Romanis,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Fra  all  nychtbour  on  bordour  layand  by,  8780 

At  him  tha  had  sic  malice  and  envy. 

S  2 
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How  THE  BOMANIS  MAID  ANE  TrANE  TO  THE  TOUN 

OF   Epiacum,  quhaibthrow  mony  war  TAXE 

AND  SLANE. 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

The  Romanis  come  into  Brigantia^ 

Befoir  the  portis  with  forra  vp  and  doun 

Of  Epiac  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  toun  8815 

Into  Brigance,  so  starklie  that  tyme  stude 

Ypoun  ane  strenth  besyid  ane  rynnand  flude^ 

With  mos  and  wod  all  parkit  round  about  ; 

Bot  at  ane  pairt  mycht  nane  win  in  nor  oufc. 

The  Brigantinis  that  wes  the  toun  within,  8820  Lib.4,f.45. 

Followit  on  horss  the  pray  agane  to  win.  ^'*'  *• 

The  Romanis  fled,  and  tha  followit  so  fiust. 

And  wnwyislie  thai  war  lachit  at  the  last ; 

Ane  staill  of  Romanis  lay  intill  ane  slak, 

Or  euir  thai  wist  than  roimd  about  thame  brak,    8825 

And  tuke  and  slew  als  mony  as  thai  wald. 

Syne  quhen  thir  tydenis  into  the  toun  war  tald 

To  thame  that  tyme  that  baid  into  the  toun, 

Sic  reirdour  raiss  amang  thame  vp  and  doun, 

That  thair  provest  grit  trauell  had  and  pane  883a 

Within  the  toun  to  gar  thame  still  remane, 

Thair  purpois  wes  al  haillelie  to  fle, 

Sum  to  the  mos,  sum  to  the  montanis  he ; 

And  throw  the  eounsall  that  he  gaif  tliame  till, 

And  sic  confort,  he  gart  them  all  byde  still.  8835 

How   the    King    of    Pechtis    come    and    met 

CORBREDUS. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  in  his  weirlie  weid, 
With  his  power  come  and  met  Corbreid. 
Tliir  tua  kingis  togidder  quhen  thai  met, 
And  baith  thair  poweris  intill  ane  wes  knet^ 
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Thair  speiris  brak  and  all  in  jQendaris  flaw, 

Helme  and  hewmat  hewit  in  pecis  smaw  ; 

Syidis  wer  schome  qohill  that  the  blude  burst  out, 

And  monj  kene  knycht  maid  on  force  to  lout.        8876 

In  to  that  Btour  that  wes  baith  stif  and  Strang, 

The  Albionis  that  tyme  tha  faucht  so  lang,  Col.  2. 

Qohill  that  thair  strenth  than  begouth  to  faill, 

On  thame  the  Romanis  maid  so  scharpe  assailL 

How  THE  Scorns  that  war  •  within  the  Toun 
COME  furth  and  beskewit  Cobbbed  the 
Kino. 

The  Brigantines,  that  war  within  the  toun,  888O 

War  neirhand  by,  and  sone  thai  made  thame  boun, 

With  swordis  scharp  and  speiris  that  war  lang, 

And  sone  thai  enterit  in  the  thickest  thrang. 

Syne  all  in  breif  thair  buglis  that  thai  blew, 

And  with  that  blast  the  battell  did  renew,  8885 

And  bitter  bargane  at  that  tyme  began; 

On  euerie  syid  war  loissit  mony  man. 

The  Romanis  than  thai  thocht  grit  schame  to  flie, 

Trowand  befoir  tha  had  the  victorie ; 

The  Albionis  to  flie  also  forsuik,  8890 

So  greit  curage  of  that  supplie  thai  tuke. 

Thay  faucht  ay  still  als  lang  as  tha  had  lycht, 

Quhill  da  wes  gone  and  euming  wes  the  nycht ; 

Than  force  it  wes  till  thame  to  draw  abak 

With  mekill  skajrth  on  euerilk  syid  but  lak.  8895 

The  Albionis  than  passit  to  ane  hicht; 

The  Romanis  raikit  to  thair  tentis  rycht ; 

Thairin  ane  quhill  thai  schupe  for  to  remane, 

Quhill  on  the  mome  for  till  gif  battell  agane. 
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For  to  defend  the  landis  thai  war  in, 

And  preis  na  mair  landis  for  to  win. 

Quhen  Nausica  hes  hard  that  it  wes  so, 

Preisit  no  moir  in  battell  for  to  go  ; 

Bot  in  that  sted  he  uchupe  to  hald  him  still,  8930 

Quhill  that  he  wist   quhat  wes  king  Corbredis  will ; 

Qif  that  he  thocht  he   gif  him  feild  agane, 

In  that  beleif  thair  still  he  did  remane. 

How  CORBREDUS  AND  THE  KiNG  OF  PeCHTIS  SEND 
ANE  HeRAULD  TO  NAUSICA  FOR  t6  TAK  PeICE 

wrra  HIM. 

In  this  same  tyme,  now  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

Ane  herauld  come  vnto  this  Nausica ;  8036 

The  quhilk  wes  send  fra  king  Corbreid  but  leis, 

With  speciall  power  for  to  purches  peice ; 

And  scalen  tak  fra  all  battell  and  weir, 

Quhilk  of  befoir  hes  done  thame  bayth  greit  deir. 

On  euerie  syid  cheis  to  that  effect  8940 

Wyss  aigit  men  of  lautie  vnsuspect. 

With  qidiat  conditioun  that  euerie  man  thocht  best, 

Fra  that  da  furth  to  leve  in  pece  and  rest. 

How  Nausica  send  ane  Herald  to  Dedius  to 

WIT  HIS  WlLL,^   OR  he  WALD   TAK  PeAX  WITH 
CoRBREDUS  and   THE   PeCHTIS. 

Tliis  Nausica  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

Quhen  that  he  knew  how  that  thir  kingis  ment ;  8945 

Zii  culd  he  nocht  gif  ansuer  weill  thairtill, 

Quhill  that  he  knew  of  Aulus  Dedius  will 

Quhairfoir  ane  herald  hes  he  send  anone 

To  him  that  tyme  that  wes  in  Camelidone, 

>  In  MS.  WeilL 
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How  Dedius  freindfullie  accusit  Cokbredus 
OF  HIS  Vnthankfulnes  to  the  ROMANia 

This  Dedius,  than  of  ane  gude  maneir, 
To  king  Corbreid  he  said  as  ^e  sail   heir. 
"  I  mervill  mekill  of  thi  ingratitude, 
"  Considderand  thow  knawis  how  it  stude 
"  With  Caratac  quhilk  wes  thi  camall  bruther,      898a 
Sumtyme  in  Borne  as  wes  done  to  na  vther, 
With  all  the  pepill  and  the  empriour, 
So  greit  kyndnes  thai  schew  him  with  honour, 
Quhair  he  wes  than  in  thair  captiuitie; 
''  2it  neuirtheles  thai  maid  him  to  be  Me,  8985 

"  With  greit  rewaird,  with  honour  and  renoun, 
"  Bestorit  him  baith  to  kinrik  and  crouD, 
"  Without  tribut,  to  him  tha  war  so  heind, 
*'  Syne  all  his  tyme  callit  the  Bomanis  freind ; 
**  And  all  his  leigis  sielike  les  and  moir,  8990 

"  With  libertie  as   thai  war  wont  befoir. 
"  His  dochter  als,  for  him  in  pledge  that  la, 
"  Wes  send  hame  fre,  thow  can  nocht  vther  sa, 
The  haill  honour  the  quhilk  that  did  pertene, 
And  plesure  als,  to  princes  and  to  quene.  8995 

*'  Had  thow  bene  leill  or  kynd,  I  the  assuir, 
"  Thow  suld  fra  ws  half  keipit  thi   injure ; 
"  And  nocht  to  ws  sic  malice  to  haif  wrocht 
For  the  honour  ^e  gat  of  ws  for  nocbt. 
2it  neuirtheles  can  thow  gif  thi  consent  9000 

Of  thi  awin  kinrik  for  to  be  content, 
With  all  fredome  siclyke  as  of  befoir. 
In  peice  and  rest  for  now  and  euir  moir ; 
In  tyme  to  cum  for  to  be  leill  and  trew, 
And  preis  no  moir  oure  portis  till  persew,  9005 

Bot  fra  all  weiris  for  to  stanche  and  ceis, 
And  mak  the  pepill  for  till  leif  in  peice ; 
Syne  all  thi  tyme  no  vther  of  ws  weynd 
Bot  ay  to  be  thi  gude  fallow  and  freind. 
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How  AuLTTS  Dedius  aocusit  the  King  of  Pechtis 

BTCHT  SCHABPUE  OF   HIS  INGRATITUDE  TO  THE 
BOMANIS. 

TBtoB  beand  said,  this  Aulus  Dedius, 
Jtk  that  same  tyme  into  this  Conquestus, 
!Die  king  of  Pechtis,  he  said,  ''  Quha  mouit  the, 
**  So  far  this  tyme  out  of  ressoun  to  be,  9046 

"  Agane  the  Bomanis  for  till  mak  sic  weir, 
**  Conaidderand  that  tha  did  the  na  deir, 
•  At  ihi  awin  will  but  ony  caus  or  quhy, 
^  Sen  thai  in  the  vsit  na  tirranie 
*•  Of  vettigall,  or  ^it  vile  seruitude,  906O 

**  As  victor  micht  quhen  plesis  him  till  dude  ? 
**  At  ^our  awin  will  ^e  war  maid  to  be  frie, 
^  Bot  in  the  taikin  of  oure  authoritie 
**  Ana  small  tribut  ^eirlie  till  ws  to  pa, 
**  The  Bomanis  freind  callit  to  be  alsua.  9055 

«*  Quhairfoir  as  now,  schortlie  I  say  to  the, 
**  ^it  of  thi  battell  and  thou  will  lat.be, 
**  And  leue  in  peice  as  that  thow  did  befoir, 
"  And  vse  as  thi  lawis  also  les  and  moir, 
**  I  sail  ressaue  the  to  the  Bomanis  peice  ;  9060 

**  And  will  thow  nochfc,  suithlie  I  sail  neuir  ceis 
"  Of  mort  battell  to  tak  the  chance  and  werd, 
Quhill  ane  of  ^ow  is  levand  on  this  erd." 


€t 


How  THE  Bomanis  and  thir  Twa  Kingis  chesit 

RYCHT'WYSS   LORDIS  FOR  TO  AGRIE  THAME. 

Off  this  proffer  than  ilk  man  wes  content. 

Syne  suddanelie,  with  all  thair  haill  consent,  9065 

Tha  haif  chosin  rycht  wyss  men  and  discreit. 

And  causit  thame  in  that  same  tyme  to  meit, 

And  all  this  mater  dres  at  thair  awin  will, 

With  qidiat  conditione  thai  wald  put  thairtill, 

>  In  MS.  Aucht. 
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Of  this  kyndnes  wes  euerie  mah  content, 

With  greit  blythnes  syne  braid  thame  ouir  the  bent. 

In  Albione,  the  space  syne  of  sax  teir, 

Greit  peax  and  rest  thair  wes  baith  far  and  neir,    9105 

Ouir  all  the  pairtis  than  of  Albione, 

Traistand  rycht  weill  all  weiris  had  bene  gone. 

How  AuLUS  Dedius,  thbow  greit  Infiemitie,  in 
Trynowant  depairtit  out  of  this  present 
Lyffe. 

In  that  same  tyme,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

In  Trynowant  this  Aulus  Dedius, 

Throw    dynt  of   deith,  quhome  with    he    mycht     quo 

nocht  stiyve, 
He  tuke  his  leif  out  of  this  present  lyve. 
After  the  deid  of  Aulus  Dedius, 
Ane  greit  Roman,  callit  Weranus, 
Fra  Nero  send,  gif  that  I  rycht  presume, 
The  quhilk  that  tyme  wes  emperour  of  Rome,        9115 
In  Britane  come  that  tyme  rycht  glorious. 
For  to  succeid  to  Aulus  Dedius. 
The  boimdis  all  of  Britane  vp  and  doun 
He  viseit  hes  baith  castell,  tour,  and  toun 
And  quhen  thir  pairtis  he  had  ouir  gone  9120 

Rycht  curiouslie  come  till  Camelidone  ; 
To  the  tempill  syne  of  Claudius  is  gane, 
Quhilk  biggit  wes  without  tymmer  or  stane  ; 
Onto  thair  goddis  as  than  wes  the  gyiss 
Solempnitlie   hes  maid  his  sacrifice,  9125 

With  game  and  gloir,  with  honoui-  and  renoun, 
Quhen  that  wes  done  syne  passit  to  the  toun.  Lib.4,f.46b. 

Thocht  he  wes  wyiss,  tit  culd  he  nocht  consent 
To  leue  in  pece  and  for  to  be  content ; 
Sa  couetous  he  wes  that  tyme  of  gloir,  9130 

For  to  precell  all  vther  him  befoir. 
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Rydit  oft  thai  raid  on  ilk  syid  out  and  in, 
Qubair  euir  thai  wist  that  thair  wes  ocht  to  wyn. 
Rycht  mekill  preiking  oftymes  ouir  the  plane, 
Qreit  spul^ie  maid,  and  no  redres  agana 
And  thus  thai  wrocht  all  wynter  onir  that  ^eir,    016O 
Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  ye  sail  heir. 


How  Warannus,  the  Bokan  Legat,  throw  the 
CALD   Wyntbe    tuk    Infirmitie   and    db- 

PARTIT. 

VarannuB,  that  mycht  nocht  weill  sustene 

The  wynter  cald  that  bait  him  to  the  splene^ 

Bycht  haistelie  hes  done  him  than  sic  harme. 

The  qnhilk  befoir  that  nurischit  wes  so  warme^      9165 

In  his  bodie  with  sic  alterationn, 

Contrarie  the  courss  of  his  complectioim, 

That  sair  seiknes,  without  ODy  remeid, 

In  that  distres  hes  done  him  to  the  deid. 

That  samin  tyme,  into  Camelidone,  0170 

He  tuke  his  leve  and  of  this  lyfe  is  gone. 

Befoir  his  deid,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 

Ane  epistill  wrait  and  it  to  Cesar  send;  Col. 2. 

In  greit  effect  the  qidiilk  till  him  did  sa, 

And  he  had  fortoun  to  leve  ^eiris  tua,  9176 

All  Albione,  foroutin  ony  pley, 

He  suld  haif  maid  all  bundin  till  obey. 

How  Nero,  the  Empriour,  send  ane  Legat  in 
Britane  callit  Swetonius,  efter  the  Deith 
of  Warannus. 

Efter  the  deith  of  this  Warannus, 

Ane  nobill  man  callit  Swetonius, 

Fra  Nero  send  [wes]  efter  he  wes  deid,  9180 

To  gyde  Britane  and  enterit  in  his  steid. 
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low  THE  EmPBIOUBE  BRiX  THE  LeQACIE  LEFT  TO 
HDf  BE  AbWEBAOUS,   EiNO  OF  BbITIS,   IK  THE 

Defence   of   his   Hous  and    his  Babnis, 

QXJHAIBFOIB  THE  BbITIS  BEBELLIT  EFTEBWABT. 

t  qutule  befoir  [as]  I  half  to  tow  tald,  9210  Lib.  4.  f.  47. 

rsLguB,  of  Britis  blude  richt  bald, 

of  Britane  in  that  time  wes  he, 
of  riches  and  greit  nobilitie, 
bilder  had  that  tyme  bot  dochteris  tua, 

his  gude  quene  wes  callit  Yoeda^  0216 

k  sister  wes,  befoir  as  I  half  tald, 
aratac  baith  bellicois  and  bald ; 
Corbred,  als  of  Scotland  that  tyme  king, 

his  tyme  succeidit  to  his  ring, 
ragus,  of  qidiome  befoir  I  spak,  0220 

r  his  deith  his  legacie  did  mak. 
lochteris  tna,  that  plesand  wes  and  fair, 
Ik  efter  him  succeid  suld  as  his  air, 
itorie  to  Cesar  that  he  left, 

thair  rycht  for  to  kepe  thame  vnreft :  9225 

bous  also  he  did  till  him  commend, 
e  all  wrang  to  warrand  and  defend, 
sone  efter  it  ^eid  ane  vther  way, 
dng  of  Britis  wes  maid  efter  that  day ; 
hous  dewydit  wes  till  mony  one,  9230 

heretage  in  sindrie  handis  gone ; 
tua  dochteris,  agams  ressoun  and  skill, 
wlit  war  richt  soir  agane  thair  will; 
Voyda,  that  tyme  in  hir  defence, 

rycht  euill  dung  and  done  to  greit  offence.      9235 

speciaUie,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

wes  the  caus  the  Britis  did  rebell, 
m  that  thai  saw  thair  tyme  commodius, 
:  the  passage  of  Swetonius. 

vther  caus  quha  lykis  to  inqueir,  9240 

'  I  sail  tell,  tak  tent,  and  ^e  sail  heir. 

T  2 
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How     GBETT     WomOtERlS      FEtX      THAT     TtMB    11 

ALNom;  AS  ^e  ball   hdm  kfteb  nr  thb 

Cheptour. 
la  this  same  ^me  now  ttiat  te  heir  me  tell, 
Id  Albiooe  greit  ferleis  than  befelL 
The  se  with  blude  we«  lyke  ane  rois  als  reid  ; 
Fund  by  the  coist  wes  monj  carioan  deid,  iHt 

Of  gi«it  stature,  hajfimd  the  forme  of  men, 
Qohat  that  thai  war  wes  nane  levand  cold  ko) ; 
Bot  Weill  thai  wist  thai  aigmfeit  to  be 
Throw  weir  and  battel!  greit  mortalitie, 
Qohaiifoir  the  weroen  oft  thair  handis  wran^  tm 

Neir  hand  reid  wod  out  of  thair  wit  to  gang. 
The  statoe '  als,  qahilk  wes  of  marbell  stone. 
Of  Claudius  into  Camelidone, 
Into  the  tempill  fell  with  sic  ane  fidl, 
Quhill  that  it  brak  that  tyme  in  peels  alL  siH 

The  ymage  als  of  god  of  victorie, 
Fell  doun  on  groif  >'poun  the  flnre  him  1^. 
Interpretaris,  the  quhilk  war  lycbt  discreit, 
Trowand  thai  had  of  prophecie  the  spreit. 
At  thair  Irking,  evin  as  thair  awin  self  lest^  ssn 

All  thing  that  trme  interpreit  to  the  best 
The  Romania  suld,  thai  said,  for  all  thair  mjcht, 
In  Albione  baith  rentis  tyne  anJ  ryclit ; 
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How  THE   Pechtis,  heirand  of  thai   Takynis, 

TUKE  QBETT    CUBAQE,    QUHILK    CAUSIT    THAME 
TO   BEBEL    THAT  TtME. 

Quhairof  the  Pechtis  tuke  sic  greit  curage^ 

Baith  ill  and  gude  that  cumin  wer  till  age,  987&. 

Richt  quyetlie,  withoutin  ony  hyre, 

Agane  the  Bomanis  rycht  sone  did  conspyre. 

And,  or  sic  thing  wes  publicc  made  and  plane, 

Rycht  mony  Roman  quietlie  hes  slane. 

The  law  keiparis  into  Camelidone,  0280* 

That  ordanit  wer  bot  schort  quhile  of  bygone 

Be  Vespacian  thair  for*  to  keip  the  law, 

To  keip  the  Pechtis  into  reull  and  aw, 

Quhome  at  the  Pechtis  had  rycht  greit  invye, 

Quhairfoir  that  tyme  rycht  sone  and  suddanely        928& 

The  Pechtis  pertlie  did  [thame]  sune  persew, 

And  in  the  tyme  rycht  mony  of  thame  slew. 

Bayth  hous  and  land,  gold  and  vther  gude, 

ConjBscat  all,  so  herd  it  with  thame  stude. 

The  laif  on  lyue  than  fled,  bayth  all  and  sum,        9290 

Into  Britane  throw  Ordulucium. 

And  as  thai  wer  hyne  passand  by  the  way, 

The  cuntrie  men  pat  thame  in  sic  ane  fray, 

For  to  tak  girth  togidder  all  ar  gane 

On  till  aine  tempill  biggit  wes  of  stane,  9295 

Trowand  that  tyme  thairin  for  to  get  girth  ; 

Bot  all  tha  wylis  wer  than  lytill  wirtli. 

In  that  tempill,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Tlia  war  all  slane  ilkone  that  samin  da. 

Ane  Roman  knycht  quhilk  Petus  hecht  to  name,    93oa 

Amang  thame  than  of  most  honour  and  fame. 

Into  that  tyme  had  sic  auctoritie, 

Efter  Suetone  thair  govemour  wes  he, 

In  Orduluys  with  ane  legioun  he  wend, 

For  to  supple  thair  folkis  and  defend.  930^ 


>  In  MS.  thair/oir. 
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He  wcB  prevenit  rycht  aone  by  the  way. 

His  men  ver  slaue  ilkone  that  Bamin  day; 

Him  self  wes  maicl  on  to  ane  strenth  to  fle. 

Syne  on  the  mome,  rycht  sone  and  snddanelie. 

Without  taiie  at  that  tyme  njcht  or  da,  mo 

On  to  KenLvhyre  he  tuke  the  reddie  wa, 

To  ane  Roman,  Catus  wes  calllt  than, 

The  protectour  that  tyme  wes  of  Britooe. 

And  fra  Catua  sic  tydenis  hard  him  tell. 

In  Altnone  so  mony  did  rebel!,  MU 

He  maid  na  tarie  that  tyme  nyclit  nor  da, 

Bot  in  all  haist  paa^t  in  Gallia. 

How     QUENE     VOTEDA    MENU    HIB    TO    CORBBEID, 
HIB   BnUTHEB. 

In  that  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  mene. 
Dame  Voyeda,  quhilk  wes  of  Britane  quene. 
To  Scotland  send  to  king  Corbreid  hir  bmtlier,       osso 
Darrest  to  hir  that  tyme  of  ony  vther ; 
Of  quhome  scho  traistit  for  to  haif  supple, 
Beseikand  him  than  richt  hartlie  that  be 
To  rew  on  hir  quhilk  wes  ane  wracchit  wycht. 
Fro  quhome  the  Romania  had  reft  all  hir  ryclit       SUE 
b,4,£«7b.  And  put  hir  self  in  greit  penuritie. 
■  dochteria  alas  of  thair 
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"  I  the  beseik,"  scho  said,  "of  thi  supplie,  934a 

"  And  leue  me  nocht  in  this  necessitie; 

"  Bot  for  thi  manheid  help  me  in  this  mister, 

"  And  rew  on  me  that  is  thi  onlie  sister." 

How    CORBREDUS    SEND    TO    CaTUS    TO    HEIR    HIS 
MyND,    or  he    WALD  MOVE    Battell    AGANE 

HIM. 

• 

Quhen  this  wes  red    befoir  the  king  Corbreid, 

Rycht  suddantlie  he  send  with  waill  gude  speid    934s 

Ane  messinger  with  all  his  haill  intent 

To  this  Catus^  to  wit  quhat  that  he  ment, 

Quhilk  cuming  wes  agane  fra  Gallia, 

With  greit  power,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

Commanding  him  alway  for  to  abstene  9360 

His  greit  injure  fra  Voyada  the  queue, 

And  to  reforme  all  faltis  maid  befoir, 

And  all  hir  richt  agane  till  hir  restoir; 

And  wald  he  nocht,  schortlie,  he  said  him  till, 

He  suld  be  gart  in  mager  of  his  will.  9355 

How  Catus  send  Ansuer  to  Corbredus  agane, 

FULL   of   ScORNE  AND   GREIT   DeRISIOUN. 

This   being  said  quliair  mony  wes  befome. 
This  Catus  leuche  thairat  and  maid  a  seome. 
Sayand  **  Rycht  nocht  perteinit  sic  ane  thing 
To  sic  ane  puir,  impotent,  barbour  king, 
For  till  ask  compt  or  thairof  till  tak  cuir,  oaco 

Quhat  euer  he  did  be  law  or  ^it  injure 
To  Voyada  till  him  pertenit  nocht ; 
"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "gif  ony  ^vl•ang  wes  wioclit 
**  Till  hir  or  hiris  other  in  all  or  sum, 
**  It  suld  be  doublit  into  tyme  to  cum  ;  0365 

"  Quhen  that  wes  done  he  rakit  nocht  ane  stra, 
"  Quhither  he  wer  his  freind  or  jit  his  fa." 
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How  CORBREDUS  SEND   TO    CORANATOB,*  THE  KMO 

OF  Pechtis,  requiband  his  Help  agahk  the 

BOHANIS. 

Qubeu  tbis  was  said  befoir  Corbreid  the  king, 

He  wes  displesit  ricbt  for  of  that  thing. 

Bycht  siiddantlie  thair  hes  be  send  ane  man  ssTd 

To  Coranat,  wes  king  of  Pecbtis  than, 

Beqoirand  him  at  da  and  pUce  to  meit, 

With  haill  power  his  purpois  to  compleit. 

Sea  ganand  wen  the  tyme  that  he  hard  tell. 

Oat  of  thair  realme  the  Komaois  to  repelL  am 

How  CORANATUS  AND  COBBREDUS  UAID  GBEH 
DlSTRUCTIOUNE  OF  THE  ROMANIS  IN  MOKT 
PAIRTIS. 

Tlu8  Coranat  thairof  he  wea  rycht  fene, 

And  all  bis  lordis  quhilk  lang  tjme  did  remajie 

Quhill  thai  thair  tjme  convenient  mycht  se, 

Watttand  alway  on  bis  help  and  supple. 

Soue  eiler  syne  thir  tua  kingia  ar  met  asso 

In  till  ane  place  qubair  that   the  tryst  wes  set. 

So  greit  power  as  wes  thame  tua  betuene. 

In  Albione  befoir  wes  neuir  sene. 
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ay  of  thame  wes  in  ti.e  toun  that  tyme, 

ane  castell  biggit  with  stane  and  lyme,  9305 

rby  the  toun  thai  tuke  for  thair  defence, 

'  to  debait  thame  fra  all  violence. 

len  this  wes  schawin  to  thir  kingis  tua, 

i  maid  no  tarie  that  tyme  nycht  nor  da, 

th  bowis  bent  rycht  baldlie  maid  thame  boun,  910a 

le  laid  ane  seig  evin  round  about  the  toun. 

th  litill  laubour  sjoie  the  toun  thai  wan, 

d  castell  als,  syne  slew  thame   euerie  man. 

i  brint  the  toun,  and  syne  caist  doun  the  waw  ; 

)  castell  als  thai  gart  it  lig  fuU  law.  9i05 

it  samin  toun,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

callit  Beruik  at  this  present  da. 

hen  this  wes  hard  into  the  Yle  of  Mone, 

cht  gladlie  all  togidder  are  thai  gone ; 

le  all  the  Romanis  that  wes  that  yle  within,     9110 

w  thame  ilkone  that  tyme  bayth  mair  and  myn. 

How  THE   MORAVIENS   COME    FURTH    OF    GeIOIANIE 

IN  Scotland,  and     callit    the    Land  of 

MURRA    EFTER  thame. 

this  same  tyme  now  that  ^e  heir  me  tell, 
the  eist  land  sic  auenture  befell, 
e  nobill  man,  hecht  Rodoric  to  name, 
all  his  tyme  of  greit  honour  and  fame,  0115 

e  lord  he  wes  of  greit  Germania, 
ill  ane  land  callit  Morauia; 
home  fra  the  Romanis  had  reft  all  the  rycht 
land  and  gold,  [of]  riches  and  [of]  miclit, 
d  flemit  him  and  all  his  folk  in  feir,  0A2i> 

sindrie  pairtis  that  tyme  far  and  neir. 
hill  efterwart  met  at  the  mouth  of  Ryne, 
th  mony  schip  to  se  burd  passit  syne ; 
Hand   to  seik  quhair  tlia  mycht  get  resset, 
other  land  sum  duelling  place  to  get,  942S 
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Beseikand  thame  of  thair  excellent  grace, 

Quhair  euir  thai  fair  to  fecht  in  ony  place. 

That  tha  wald  grant  him  for  to  gang  thame  with, 

Agane  the  Romania  for  to  preif  thair  pith ; 

That  tha  micht  knaw  thair  wisdome  in  to  weir^    9460 

Thair  forwardnes  and  eik  thair  fresche  effeir, 

Thair  prattik  als  and  eik  thair  polide, 

Thair  greit  ingyne  in  euerie  jeopardie. 

Oif  it  hapnit  thame  greit  yassalage  to  win 

In  ony  feild  that  tyme  that  thai  faucht  in,  9465 

Beseikand  thame  than  of  thair  celsitude, 

That  thai  wald  grant  thame  of  thair  gratitude, 

In  ony  ground,  quhair  thai  thocht  best  mycht  gane, 

Ane  duelling  place  with  his  men  to  remane. 

No  moir  of  thame  that  tyme  he  wald  craif,  9470 

Bot  of  thair  wemen  wyffis  for  till  haif, 

So  that  thair  blude  mycht  mixit  be  togither, 

Within  schort  quhile  thai  wald  graw  sib  till  vther. 

Oif  hapnit  thame,  as  God  forbid  suld  be. 

In  ony  feild  all  fechtand  than  suld  de,  9475 

Tha  had  aneuch;  as  than  thai  bad  no  moir, 

Bot  as  thair  kynd  thair  mortall  fate  imploir. 


How  THIR  TUA  KiNOIS     RESSAUIT    RODORIK    AND 

ALL  HIS  Men  rycht  thankfullie  at  that 
Tyme. 

Thir  kingis  tua  thairof  wer  weill  content,  CoL  2. 

Fra  tyme  thai  knew  the  maner  how  he  ment; 

Seand  him  self  in  so  gudlie  ane  gyss,  048o 

Semand  to  be  baith  worthie,  wicht  and  wyss. 

Rycht  bald  he  wes,  and  big  of  bone  and  blude, 

His  men  wer  stout  and  of  thair  nature  rude ; 

Bald  as  ane  bair  to  byde  quhen  it  wes  neid, 

Wald  nocht  abhor  for  to  se  beirnis  bleid.  9485 

The  Albioms  of  thame  greit  curage  tuke, 

With  hartis  lycht,  quhen  thai  did  on  thame  luke ; 
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TniiUDd  ijcbt  veill,  thnnr  tloir  hdp  and  s^ifd^ 

Sone  of  the  Bcmanis  to  teoo^it  be 

Thir  ttn  Iringis  with  greit  gludnes  and  ^oir  Ml 

Bfinsoit  tl**™*  nir»t>A  baitfa  les  and  mxr. 

At  thair  desire  in  aD  Uiing  as  thai  waU, 

Of  that  aiking  bef<nr  as  ye  hard  tald. 


How  TBQt  TuA  Eiyais  wax 

ULL,  AM)   ClIST  ALL  THE 
BBLVT  THE  ToCS. 


THE  Toux  or  Cu- 
Wallis'  docv  Asa 


Syne   fiuth  with  thame  attooir  the  feild  thai  foir,- 

To  Carlill  toon  tbair  baner  that  Uuu  btnr.  ft 

About  the  citie  thair  thni  liditit  all. 

Syne  streikit  up  tliair  standartia  at  the  wall 

The  buglis  blew,   the  tiuiDpetiB  waM  nocht  tyi^ 

Syne  sone  thai  set  the   zetis  all  in  fyre. 

And  braid  arrowls  ouir  the  wall  lat«  gang ;  m 

And  thai  within  greit  stonisout  tha  slang. 

Tha  sparit  nocht  sic  sport  ane  Weill  lang  space, 

Quhill  tha  without  hes  tirnd  ane  &utie  place 

In  to  the  wall  that  wes  baith  lang  and  braid. 

And   at  that  place  thair  passage  in  tha  maid.        N 

Bayth  aid  and  ^isg  that   thai  fend  in  the  totin 
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How  THIB  TUA  EiNOIS  COME  TO  QUENE  WOTDA, 
QUEKE  OF  THE  BbITIS  AND  SiSTER  TO  COR- 
BREDUS. 

Towart  Britane  syne  [thai]  tuke  the  reddie  wa 

Qohill  that  tha  come  on  to  quene  Yoida ; 

Qohair  thai  hir  fand  with  all  hir  folk  in  feir, 

With  melodie  wes  hevinlie  for  to  heir, 

And  mony  nobill  of  the  Britis  blude,  9620 

And  yther  mo  ane  rycht  greit  multitude. 

And  quhen  scho  saw  that  king  Corbreid  hir  bruther 

With  king  of  Pechtis  wes  cuming  thair  togither, 

With  mony  nobill  by  the  way  thame  met, 

Als  Weill  with  thame  rycht  gudlie  scho  thame  gret ;  0525 

Welcumand  thame  that  plesour  wes  till  heir, 

With  gudlie  vult  and  with  ane  mirrie  cheir ;  Lib.4^.48h. 

With  countenance  that  humill  wes  and  sueit.  ^^^-  ^* 

Oreit  blythnes  wes  that  tyme  to  se  thame  meit. 

And  euerie  lord  also  hes  hailsit  vther,  0630 

Rycht  tenderlie  as  he  had  bene  his  bruther. 

At  greit  lasar  I  bid  nocht  for  to  lane, 

Quhill  baith  thair  oistis  met  vpoun  the  plane ; 

The  sound  of  solace,  and  the  mirrie  stevin 

Of  menstralie  it  rang  into  the  hevin.  0535 

The  Britis  wer  so  blyth  into  the  tyde, 

Thair  hartis  grew  so  full  of  licbt  and  pryde, 

Mixit  so  mekiU  with  melancolie 

Then  of  the  Bomanis  to  revengit  be ; 

So  greit  belief  in  king  Corbred  tha  had,  05io 

Traistand  throw  him  thair  purpois  suld  be  sped, 

With  game  and  gle,  with  gladnes  and  greit  gloir, 

Welcum  thai  war  that  tyme  baitJi  les  and  moir. 

Heir  at  this  talk  now  I  will  leif  thame  still, 

And  of  the  Bomanis  speik  sum  thing  I  will.  0545 
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"  And  thocht  I  be  ane  woman,  I  suppois 

"  I  salbe  fund  baith  bald  and  bellicois.  9575 

Fyne  thousand  wemen  I  half  with  me  heir, 

^yth  bald  and  big,  cled  weill  in  armour  cleir  ; 

With  thame  my  self  sail  fecht  in  feild  befoir, 

And  baldlie  byde  for  all  the  Romams  schoir. 

And  as  this  tyme  we  sail  na  terrour  tak,  9580     <^1-  2* 

For  blude  or  battell  for  [to]  draw  abak, 
'*  Thair  is  no  slauchter  that  we  dow  to  se, 
"  Of  the  feild  ane  fit  sail  gar  ws  flie. 
*'  Bot  baldlie  byde  and  stoutlie  to  induir, 
"  For  to  revenge  the  greit  lak  and  injure  9585 

Wes  done  to  me  without  ressoun  or  rycht; 

My  dochteris  baith  defoullit  [in]  my  sicht^ 

Bycht  wranguslie  with  opin  violence  ; 

My  self  euiU  drest  and  dung  in  thair  defence ; 

My  husbandis  hous  destroyit  and  put  doun ;        9590 
''  My  airis  als  de&audit  of  thair  croun ; 
^*  My  awin  sone  Quydeir  had  in  pledge  awa, 
"  Quhair  he  is  deid  rycht  lang  befoir  his  da; 
**  Quhill  that  I  leif  ^it  sail  I  neuir  forget, 
"  Quhill  ane  mendis  or  ane  vengeance  [I]  get.        9595 
**  Quhairfoir/'  scho  said,  ''  I  ^ow  ilkone  exhort 
"  To  tak  curage  and  be  of  gude  confort ; 

And  ye  sail  se  als  greit  manheid  and  mycht 

In  wemen  now  as  ony  vther  wicht, 

Quhilk  sail  nocht  scbrink  quhair  nakit  swordis    9600 
ar  drawin, 

Nor  draw  abak  quhair  mekill  blude  is  sawin ; 

Or  for  na  grym  wound  other  grym  or  grow, 

Bot  baldlie  byde  and  ay  hald  to  the  brow; 
"  And  sail  nocht  spair  with  thame  than  quhen  we  meit 

In  thair  hart  blude  oure  waponis  for  to  weit,      9605 

Quhill  that  we  be  revengit  of  that  lak. 

Gif  ye  be  men  exempill  at  ws  tak : 

Out  of  this  feild  ane  fit  sail  neuir  fie, 
''  All  in  this  da  bot  other  do  or  de." 
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Quhen  this  was  said  as  ^e  half  hard  me  sa, 
Amang  thame  all  thtur  was  nocht  ane  tliat  da 
Bot  he  greitlie  commendit  hes  the  qaene, 
So  perUie  than  as  scho  spak  fra  the  aplene. 
With  knycbtlie  curate  and  with'  aufuU  luke. 
Of  hir  enrage  greit  confort  all  thai  tuk^ 
And  said  with  hir  thai  wald  hyde  lyfe  and  d«d : 
Syne  till  array  thai  teid  all  in  that  steid 


Heir  followis  the  grett  Battell  betuii  Catus, 

THE     LeQAT     of     BOHE,    AND    COBBBEID,    THE 

King  of  Scorns,  quha  wak  the  Peild. 

The  tother  pairt  be  this  wes  cumand  neir 

Ryeht  knychtlie  ded  in  ctir^e  that  wes  cleir  ; 

Into  array  thai  raid  at  randoun  richt,  nso 

Buskit  about  with  baneria  that  wer  bricbt. 

Of  bardit  hors  rudlle  the  renieis  rang, 

Of  trampand  steidis  stalwai-t  that  wer  and  Strang, 

Maid  all  the  erth  to  trimill  and  to  schaik ; 

The  licht  of  thame  illuminit  all  the  laik.  oeu 

The  Albionia  in  rayit  battell  stude  : 

The  rampand  lyoun,  reid  as  ony  blude, 

In  till  ane  baner  wes  borne  vp  on  hicht, 
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The  darions  deir  dinkit  as  ony  bell; 

The  federit  flanis,  forious  and  fell, 

Fra  Albionis  als  ferslie  that  thai  flaw,  9640 

Sdiarpar  nor  haill  and  thikker  nor  ony  snaw, 

Vponn  thair  basnetis  baldlie  that  thai  bait, 

Quhair  euir  thai  hit  thai  persit  ay  the  plait, 

Quhill  that  the  blude  burst  out  vpone  the  grene. 

This  Catus  than,  quhen  he  that  sycht  had  sene,     964s 

Ane  fumeist  feild  he  send  to  that  effect, 

Of  bairdit  hors  the  bowmen  for  to  brek. 

Than  king  Corbred,  fra  he  thair  cuming  knew, 

Rycht  sone  he  send,  his  ajchearis  to  reskew, 

Ane  bald  battell  with  steill  axis  rycht  Strang,         9050 

And  speiris  scharpe  that  wer  bayth  grit  and  lang, 

That  baldlie  baid  agane  the  bairdit  hors; 

And  in  that  feild  tha  faucht  syne  with  sic  force, 

Quhill  mony  steid  la  steikit  in  the  feild, 

And  mony  knydit  full  cald  vnder  his  scheild.         9655 

Or  Catus  culd  mak  thame  reskew  agane, 

Bayth  hors  and  men  all  in  the  feild  wes  slane. 

Be  that  the  grit  staill  enterit  in  the  feild. 

At  thair  coimter  rycht  mony  knychtis  wer  keild; 

Thair  speiris  brak,  and  all  thair  scheildis  daif,         966o 

So  doggitlie  ilkane  on  vther  draif. 

Out'  of  thair  basnetis,  as  the  buriaU  brycht, 

The  fyre  that  flew  ouir  all  the  land  kest  lyclit. 

Into  that  stour,  that  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 

Tha  rappit  on  quhill  aU  the  rochis  rang.  9665 

Morauiens  at  that  tyme  leit  thame  wit 

That  thai  wer  men  and  keipit  thair  promit 

Tha  maid  befoir,  as  ^e  haif  hard  me  sa ; 

Siclike  the  queue  als,  gude  dame  Voyda, 

With  hir  wemen  than  and  with  hir  docbteris  9679 

bayth. 
Into  that  feild  thai  did  full  mekill  skayth. 
Thair  wes  no  blude  that  tyme  gart  thame  abhor 
To  cut  throttis,  to  stob,  to  stik  and  gor. 
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Swei<miii8  qnlieii  he  sic  thing  did  heir, 

How  the  Bomanifl  wer  in  sic  dangeir    . 

Into  Britane,  sum  thing  he  wes  adred, 

Quhairfoir  in  haist  richt  sone  hidder  him  sped. 

With  threttie  thousand  nobill  men  of  weLr,  9710 

That  weill  cold  ryde  that  tyme  and  13^  a  speir. 

And  he  had  maid  ony  hmgar  delay, 

Romanis  had  loisit  all  Britane  than  for  ay. 

The  Romanis  all  that  tyme,  bayth  les  and  moir, 

Out  of  the  fisild  that  fled  had  of  befoir,  971& 

With  mony  court  that  wer  rycht  curious, 

Tha  come  and  met  this  ilk  Suetonius ; 

So  day  by  day  his  multitude  ay  grew, 

Quhill  at  the  last  he  wes  evin  anew. 


How   CORBRED    AND    THE    KiNG  OF    PeOHTIS  CON- 

venft  aganb  wfth  voida,  agane  the  roman 
Legat  calut  Suetonius. 

Quhen[e]  Yoida  of  this  quhen  scho  did  heir,  972a 

Hir  gaird  agane  sdio  gatherit  far  and  neir ; 

In  schort  quhile  scho  wes  ane  royall  rout 

Of  Britis  bald,  that  stalwart  wer  and  stout. 

The  king  of  Scottis  and  Pechtis  in  hir  defence 

Come  thair  that  da  with  the  Morauiens.  9725 

Into  the  camp  togidder  quhair  tha  stude, 

Wit   ye  thai  war  ane  menielous  multitude : 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  that  tyme  thai  wer  tald 

Threttie  thousand,  and  of  the  Britis  bald 

Thiyss  alss  mony  thai  war  that  tyme  be  taill,       9730 

Of  men  and  wemen  in  the  number  hailL 

Quhen[e]  Voyda,  with  mony  helme  of  steill, 

And  hir  wemen  enarmit  wer  fiill  weill, 

Hir  dochteris  bayth,  quhilk  war  bayth  stout  and 

sture. 
With  thame  befoir  into  the  feild  scho  fiiir,  9735 

U  2 
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How  QUENE  VOIDA  BAID  OUIR  ALL  THE  OlST, 
GIFFAKD  THAHE  ALL  GBETT  CUBAGE  TO  BATTELL 
AGANIS  THE  II0IIANI& 

Quhen  in  the  feild  thair  wes  sic  ordour  jnsid, 

Quhenre]  Yoida  than  round  about  tbame  raid, 

Out  throw  the  feild  amang  tbame  quhair  scho  fuir, 

Ane  bimeist  brand  intill  hir  hand  scho  buir.  9775 

With  basnet  brycht  quhilk  bemit  lyke  ane  steme, 

In  curage  deir,  and  als  lycht  as  ane  lanteme, 

Discouerit  wes  hir  visage  in  that  tyde ; 

Plesand  scho  wes  baith  of  hir  hew  and  hyde^ 

With  countenance  wes  gudlie  to  behald,  9780 

As  lyoun  licht  and  as  ane  boir  als  bald. 

Agamennon,  quhilk  wes  of  Greikis  flour, 

Nor  tit  of  Troy  the  nobill  wicht  Hectour, 

Na  Darius  for  all  his  mekill  micht, 

No  Hercules  quhilk  wet^  so  Strang  ane  wicht,  9785 

No  Julius  that  so  greit  honour  wan, 

No  Jit  no  vther  sen  this  warld  began, 

Wes  moir  knychtlike,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa, 

In  that  same  tyme  nor  wes  queue  Yoida. 

To  euerie  captane  round  about  scho  raid,  0790 

Exhorting  thame,  and  greit  requeist  hes  maid, 

For  to  be  bald  and  byde  vpoun  the  bent, 

Aod  for  na  terrour  to  tume  thair  intent. 

"  At  me,"  scho  said,  **  exempill  ^e  ma  tak ; 

*'  Out  of  the  feild  gif  I  move  or  fle  abak,  9795 

"  Or  ony  woman  that  I  haif  with  me  heir, 

"  Traist  weill,"  scho  said,    "  it  salbe  coft  full  deir. 

**  Greit  schame  it  is  to  tell  in  ony  tyde, 

"  That  men  suld  fle  quhair  wemen  weill  dar  byde, 

"  And  dyntis  dour  to  gif  and  tak  betuene  9800    Col.  2. 

''  Qahair  men,"  scho  said,  ''  dar  skantlie  thair  be 

aene." 
^iiht  sic  curage  scho  confer  thame  ilkone ; 
To  euerilk  capt^e  be  him  self  is  gone^ 


it 
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"  Without  waponis  or  wisdome  into  weir, 

'*  Naikit  also  but  hors,  hames  or  geir. 

"  Dreid  nocht,"  he  said,  "for  all  ^one  multitude, 

"  The  feild  is  ouris  without  battell  or  blude. 

'^  I  ^ow  beseik,''  he  said,  ''into  this  tyde,*  9840 

Vpone  the  spul^ie  that  no  heme  abjrde, 

Quhill  Weill  ye  wit  that  the  battell  be  wyn, 
''  And  baith  the  pairteis  passit  far  in  twyn/' 

Off  the  oeeit   Battell   betuix  the  Robcanis 

AND     THE     AlBIONIS,     QUHAIB     THE    ROMANIS 

WAN  THE  Feild  and  had  Fourtie  Thousand 

SLANE. 

JBe  this  wes  said  tha  war  reddie  till  June : 

The  trumpetis  blew  all  in  ane  sindrie  tune.  9846 

The  Albionis,  vpone  the  tother  syid, 

Thair  trumpetis  blew  alld  tabemis  in  that  tyde.  Lib.  4,  £50. 

Th[a]ir  bowmen  bald  formest  than  tuke  the  feild, 

With  scharpe  schutting  tha  schure  throw  mony 

scheild. 
The  flanis  flew  like  fyre  out  of  the  flint ;  9860 

Throw  all  thair  stufe,  that  tyme  or  tha  wald 

stynt, 
Tha  maid  no  baid  quhill  tha  come  to  the  bane  ; 
Throw  all  thair  geir  tha  gart  thame  grow  and 

grane. 
Lang  so  tha  schot,  ay  flich[t]  efter  flicht. 
Swetonius,  that  wes  bayth  wyss  and  wicht,  9856 

Ane  battell  buskit  all  in  curage  dene, 
With  leg  hames  like  as  the  siluer  schene. 
Into  the  feild  to  enter  with  ane  fray, 
And  brek  the  bowmen  out  of  thair  array. 
Than  king  Corbreid  persauit  that  in  plane,  9860 

And  sone  ane  battell  buskit  hes  agane 
Of  bemis  bald,  his  bowmen  to  reskew, 
And  better  bergane  thair  begouth  of  new. 
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How  THE   Albionis   tynt  the  Feild,   and  of 

THAME  THAT  WAR  SLANE  ON  EUERIE  SyBE, 
AND  OF  THE  DeID  OF  RODORICK,  THE  NOBILL 

Deyne. 

So  lang  that  da  tha  fauch[t]  on  fit  and  horss. 

The  Albionis  were  maid  to  fle  on  force ; 

And  thocht  the  Romanis  wald  the  feild  that  da, 

Tha  bocht  it  deir,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa.  0896 

Off  auchtie  thousand  tha  brocht  to  the  feild,  OoL  2. 

The  half  of  thame  that  da  and  ma  wes  keild : 

Of  Albionis,  vpoun  the  other  syde, 

Auchtie  thousand  wer  slane  in  that  tyde : 

Morauiens,  of  most  part  in  that  steid,  9000 

With  Bodorik  thair  gouemouTy  la  deid. 

In  that  battell  it  wes  lycht  euill  to  ken 

Quha  previt  best,  the  wemen  or  the  men. 

Dame  Pantasall,  of  Amasone  the  quene, 

Faucht  neuir  at  Troy  mair  cruellie  nor  kene,  9905 

With  hir  dochteris,  that  dar  I  hardlie  sa, 

No  in  that  feild  faucht  gude  quene  Voida. 

Hir  wemen  all  war  slane  that  da  ilkone, 

Hir  dochteris  baith  into  the  feild  were  tone. 

Dreidand  also  or  scho  suld  taikin  be,  9010 

Thair  with  ane  dart  scho  maid  hir  self  to  de. 

Hir  dochteris  bayth  to  the  legat  wer  led, 

Evin  as  thai  faucht  into  thair  curago  cled. 

How    WeSTMARIA     was     CALLIT     THAT    NAME    BE 

Maurius  efter  his  Name,  quha*  wes  ane 
greit  nobill  of  the  romanis,  as  efter 
followis. 

Ane  nobill  man,  callit  wes  Maurius, 

Of  the  Romanis  with  this  Swetonius^  99i» 

*  In  MS.  quhair. 
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This  king  Corbred  syne  efler  all  his  tjme, 

In  gude  concord  but  ony  cans  of  cryme, 

H^ith  all  his  lordis  ay  he  led  the  law,  9960 

Bayth  ^onng  and  aid  of  him  tha  stude  sic  aw. 

Ane  lang  tyme  so  in  peice  his  lyfe  he  led, 

And  with  his  legis  lowit  wes  and  dred. 

Quhen  of  his  ring  compleit  wes  auchtene  ^eir, 

He  tuke  his  leif,  and  baid  no  langar  heir,  9965 

The  teir  of  Qod  sewintie  and  als  one ; 

With  greit  honour  syne  till  bis  graif  is  gone. 

Ane  better  king  that  tyme  nor  he  wes  ane. 

In  Albione  ^it  wes  thair  neuir  nane. 

Rycht  leill  he  wes  and  full  of  libertie,  9960 

To  riche  and  pure  with  sic  equalitie, 

That  euerie  man  did  greitlie  him  commend. 

At  Ewone,  quhair  he  maid  his  latter  end, 

Thair  thai  graifit  him^  of  ane  kinglie  wyss, 

With  ceremonie  and  solemp  sacrifice.  9966 

Syne  on  his  graif  thai  maid  ane  greit  grene  hill, 

-Quhilk  in  that  steid  standis  thair  stane  stUL 

Efter  the  Deith  of  Corbredus,  how  the 
Lordis  convenit  in  Argatelium,  and  crownit 
ane  Man  to  be  King  of  Scottis  wes  callit 
Dardan. 

Efter  the  deith  than  of  this  nobill  king, 

Quhilk  had  thre  sones  that  tyme  that  wes  Xing, 

Corbreid  the  tane,  Tulcanus  hecht  the  tother,  9970 

Brecus  the  thrid,  that  wes  the  toungest  bruther. 

This  ^oung  Corbred,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Fosterit  he  wes  with  gude  queue  Voida, 

Of  Britane  queue,  befoir  as  ^e  ma  reid. 

And  sister  als  scho  wes  to  king  Corbreid,  9976 


*  In  MS.  him  thair. 
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Ane  callit  Conan^  of  lycht  law  degre, 

Quhometo  this  king  gaif  sic  auctoritie, 

And  of  his  cors  he  had  alhaill  the  cuir. 

Syne  wnder  him  sic  office  that  he  buir^  io,oi6 

As  euir  he  wald  all  wes  \VT0cht  at  his  will. 

Durst  na  man  sa  syne  that  he  had  done  ilL 

Throw  the  &ls  counsall  to  the  king  he  gaif, 

He  caasit  him  auctoreis  mony  ane  knaif 

Wes  of  his  kin,  and  lychlie  euerie  lord,  10,020 

Quhilk  wes  the  cans  sone  efter  of  discord. 

Thir  harlottis,  syne  quhen  that  thai  drew  to  hicht. 

With  sic  desyre  to  riches  and  to  mycht, 

Rycht  mony  fait  into  thair  tyme  thai  fand, 

Fra  lord  and  laird  for  to  recogneis  land ;  10,025 

That  mony  ane  forfaltit  wes  that  tyme 

Throw  thair  counsall,  but  ony  caus  or  cry  me; 

ThaJr  landis  all  gaif  thame  to  thair  reward : 

Of  euerilk  loun  so  hes  he  maid  ane  laird. 

How  Dardan  gart  sla  ane  greft  Man  of  Gude, 

BECAUS   he  gaif   HIM   GUDE   CoUNSALL. 

Ane  man  of  gude,  that  tyme  that  had  greit  cuir,  10,030 

That  justice  wes,  and  lang  that  office  buir 

Vnder  Corbred,  the  quhilk  wes  king  befoir, 

All  man  him  louit  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 

Rycht  quietlie  hes  accusit  this  king, 

Beseikand  him  for  to  reforme  sic  thing.  10,035 

And  quhen  this  king  his  mynd  so  wnderstude. 

To  him  that  tyme  he  said  nothing  bot  gude, 

And  him  excusit  alss  weill  as  he  mocht. 

Sone  efter  that  greit  tressoun  hes  he  wrocht: 

With  fals  treittie,  and  ane  subtill  trane,  io,040 

Rycht  suddanelie  this  saikles  man  hes  slane, 

Be  this  counsall  of  quhome  I  tald  befoir. 

And  syne  efter,  the  langar  ay  the  moir, 

'  In  MS.  to  name. 


SIS  THE  BUTK   O?  THE 

He  grew  so  wickit  and  bo  full  of  will, 

So  odious  till  aQ  man  and  bo  ill,  10,<M5 

That  euerie  man  liim  hsittit  to  tbe  deid, 

And  aa  thair  fa  had  him  at  ala  greit  feid. 

»•         How  Kjng  Dardane  feit  ane  Tbatoubb  to  8U. 

THE    ThBIE    SoifIS    OF    EiNQ    COBBBED,  ASJ> 
HOW  TEA   ESCHAIPIT. 

Efter  ane  &lt  thair  foUowis  sone  ane  vther ; 

'Ze  knaw  the  tone,  now  sail  ye  heir  the  tother. 

Throw  greit  desyre  of  vanitie  and  gloir,  io,ow 

Lyfce  in  this  lyfe  he  suld  he  euir  moir, 

Consaoit  hes  sua  curst  ane  crwell  thing 

Agane  the  hamis  of  gude  Corbreid  the  king. 

That  is  to  say,  he  hes  tane  in  his  held, 

Kycht  cruellie  to  put  thame  all  to  deid.  lo,06S 

Ane  Ions  lymmer  to  quhome  he  hes  hecht  land, 

Full  hardalie  hes  tane  that  thing  on  band, 

Rycht  quyetlie,  withoutin  ony  noy, 

The  thrie  childer  rycht  Bone  for  to  diatroy. 

Syne  tuke  his  leif  and  fra  him  hes  he  gone,  10,060 

And  paasit  hes  onto  the  Tie  of  Mone  ; 

And  thair  he  la  lang  waittand  on  his  tyme 

CoBveaietit  wes  fnr  to  commit  sic  cryme. 


cbokicus  of  600tland.  31^ 

how  the  lobdis  of  scotland  conspybit  aqajhis 
Dabdane,  kakand  ^oung  Cobbbkd  THAIR 
Captane,  and  slew  JDabdane. 

This  craell  thing  fra  tyme  that  it  wes  knawin 

Ouir  all  the  land,  and  to  the  lordis  schawin, 

Bycht  suddantlie^  and  for  the  samin  thing, 

Conspyrit  hes  aganis  this  crweU  king. 

This  ^oung  Galdus  quhilk  wes  of  lauehfull  eild     io,080 

Bycht  sone  with  him  thai  haif  all  tane  the  feild. 

This  ilk  Conan,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Trowand  on  force  to  gar  thai  lordis  fiJd, 

Forget  him  self  wes  of  sua  law  degrie, 

And  preissit  hes  than  for  to  clim  onir  hie.  io,08& 

Quhilk  previt  weill,  as  I  sail  efter  tell, 

With  mony  heme  he  bownit  to  battell, 

Of  Dardanus  for  to  defend  the  rycht. 

Bot  fra  thai  come  into  ^oung  Galdus  sycht, 

His  men  all  fled  and  lefb  him  in  that  steid,  io,ooa 

Him  self  wes  tane  and  hangit  to  the  deid. 

He  maid  sic  end  as  he  seruit  to  haif; 

First  he  begouth  in  ^outhheid  of  a  knaif ; 

Syne  efterwart  he  causit  greit  discord, 

And  ceLssit  nocht  quhill  he  wes  maid  ane  lord ;    10,005 

Syne,  for  his  malice  and  his  greit  mischief, 

In  his  last  hour  he  endit  lyke  ane  theif ;  Col.  2. 

As  mony  ^it  sail  do,  I  am  rycht  suir, 

Of  king  or  prince  and  thai  haif  ouir  greit  cuir, 

Bot  thai  be  wyss  and  gyde  thame  self  rycht         10,100 

Weill. 
This  Dardanus,  thairof  quhen  he  had  feill. 
And  of  all  thing  quhen  that  he  knew  the  cace, 
Knawand  also  he  had  no  suir  place 
Quhair  he  him  self  micht  suirlie  remane. 
He  drew  ane  knyfe  his  awin  self  to   haif  slane.    10,105 
Bot  or  he  drew  ane  drop  than  of  his  blude, 
With  his  seruand,  that  neir  hand  by  him  stude. 
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And  thankit  thame  with  countenance  bening,       io,i40 

Of  thair  kyndnes  the  quhilk   had  maid  him  king. 

Syne  he  hes  swome  befoir  his  lordis  all, 

For  ony  thing  that  efler  may  be&ll, 

But  thair  counsall  that  he  sail  do  na  thing, 

Gude  or  ^it  ill,  belangand  to  ane  king.  io,i46 

Quhilk  causit  him  greit  kyndnes  for  to  half 

Of  his  lordi»,  siclyke  of  all  the  lai£ 

Ane  greit  nobill  wes  this  ilk  king  Corbreid ; 

The  king  of  Pechtis  dochter  sone  we  reid, 

To  king  Corbreid  the  eldest  sone  alsua,  io,i60 

And  bruther  sone  to  gude  queue  Voida, 

The  oy  also  of  nobill  Cadallane, 

That  in  his  tyme  sa  mekill  worschip  wan.  Lib.4,f.5ib 

Quhairfoir  on  force  behouit  him  till  be  ^**  ^* 

Baith  wyss  and  wicht,  richt  curtas  and  bardie.     io,i66 

How    Qaldus    the    First    ^eib   of   his   Ring 

PUNEIST   MONY  ThEIFF   AND   ReVAR 

Into  the  first  ^eir  of  Qaldus  ring 

He  hes  reformit  mony  faltie  thing, 

ITiat  £Biillit  hes  vnder  Dardane  befoir ; 

Of  thifb  and  reif  he  gart  agane  restoir.  * 

In  all  lus  tyme  he  sufferit  neuir  no  wrang  io,i60 

In  ony  pairt  be  vnpuneist  ocht  lang. 

Into  the  YUs  he  passit  witht  ane  oist ; 

Quhair  euer  he  come  it  wes  ay  on  thair  cost, 

For  thair  he  tuke  rycht  mony  tratour  Strang, 

Syne  on  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  hang.        io,i66 

In  the  Skyan,  and  also  in  the  Lewis, 

He  passit  syne,  quhair  he  fand  mony  schrewLs : 

Fra  he  come  thair  it  wes  nocht  lanor  to  craif 

Siclike  reward  as  he  gaif  to  the  laif. 

Qulien  in  the  Ylis  he  had  maid  gude  rest,  io,i70 

He  passit  syne,  quhen  that  him  pleisit  best, 
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Of  ane  legat  callit  Petellius, 

With  mony  knyeht  and  capitane  curious,  Col.  2^ 

Wes  send,  he  said,  fitt  gude  Vespacian,  10,200 

The  quhilk  in  Rome  the  emprioure  wes  than, 

Syne  cuming  wes  throw  aU  Britania, 

With  ane  greit  oist  neirby  his  boundis  la, 

Als  far,  he  said,  as  he^  culd  wnderstand, 

He  schupe  rycht  sone  for  to  invaid  his  land.        10,206 

Quhen  this  was  said,  rycht  haistilie  in  hy, 

Scharpe  men  on  horss  he  hes  send  for  to  spy, 

Quhilk  wer  expert  and  had  ane  rycht  greit  feill 

Of  all  thing  thai  saw  for  to  considder  weilL 

And  so  thai  did,  and  spyit  all  the  plane  ;  10,210 

Quhen  tha  had  done  come  hame  rycht  sone  agane. 

And  schew  till  him  of  all  thing  ill  and  gude, 

Of  all  the  Romanis,  and  thair  multitude ; 

Sa  mony  knichtis  wnder  scheild  and  speir, 

So  greit  ordour  and  prouisioun  of  weir,  10,216 

Wes  neuir  sene  tit  with  na  leuand  man 

In  Albione  sen  weiris  first  began. 

In  that  same  tyme  thai  schew  till  him  alsua, 

How  all  the  nobillis  of  Deria 

And  Ordolus  had  gevin  the  Romanis  feild  10,220 

Rycht  crwellie,  quhair  thai  wer  ilkane  keild. 

This  king  Galdus,  and  his  lordis  ilkane, 

Of  tha  tydenis  greit  terrour  thai  haif  tane, 

Sayand  the  Britis  fremit  war  and  fals  ; 

Accusand  thame  of  thair  vnkyndnes  als,  10,226 

The  quhilk  for  thame  in  mony  stour  that  stude, 

In  thair  defence  had  bled  so  mekiU  blude. 

That  wald  nocht  send  ane  boy  anis  with  ane  bill 

To  lat  thame  witt  quhat  wes  the  Romanis  will. 

•  In  MS.  /. 
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Bicht  seindill  sic  is  sene  in  ony  place,  10,266 

Amang  gude  men  the  quhilk  hes  faith  and  grace  : 

No  marvell  wes  than  sic  thing  for  to  se 

Amang  sic  folk  of  infedilitie. 

Bot  now  on  dais  richt  seindill,  as  ^e  ken. 

Sic  thing  ar  sene  amang  gude  Cristin  men;  io,260 

Thairfoir  as  now,  heir  will  I  hald  me  still, 

And  to  my  purpois  pas  agane  I  will. 

How  EXPLORATOURIS  SCHEW  GALDUS  OF  THE  GREIT 

Power  of  the  Romanis,   and  his  Lordis 

GAIF  HIM  COUNSALL  NOCHT  TO  GIF  BATTELL. 

Exploratomis  come  till  him  and  tald 

How  the  Bomanis,  thair  innimies  of  aid, 

Come  in  thair  boundis  with  greit  boist  and  io,266 

schoir, 
Of  sic  ane  fassoun  come  thai  neuir  befoir ; 
With  so  greit  pryde,  sic  power  and  sic  mycht. 
As  Albione  had  bene  thair  awin  of  richt. 
In  that  beleif  to  conqueis  all  the  land 
But  ony  sturt,  as  nane  durst  make  ganestand.       10,270 
The  lordis  than  sic  counsall  gaif  the  king. 
For  to  be  war  and  wyss  in  to  that  thing. 
And  nocht  the  battell  ouir  sone  till  assaill 
Agane  the  Romanis  and  thair  power  haiU ; 
Bot  wyislie  wirk  that  tyme  for  the  nanis,  10,276 

And  put  thame  nocht  in  perrell  all  at  anis ; 
Bot  byde  neirby  togidder  in  thair  sicht, 
With  counterene  and  skirmusche  da  and  nycht ; 
With  sic  ane  trane  to  hald  thame  ay  on  flocht. 
And  lang  tarie,  to  preve  gif  that  tha  mocht  io,280 

With  walking,  fasting  and  penuritie, 
Gar  thame  be  fane  out  of  tha  feildis  to  fle. 
For  Weill  thai  wist  sic  tarie  and  tha  maid, 
Within  tha  boundis  oucht  lang  and  tha  baid, 
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How  Galdus,   seing  his  Men  abhob  with  Bat- 
tell,  MAID  HIS  ObESOUX  TO  THAME. 

Quhen  king  Galdus  hes  sene  thame  in  sic  feir^ 

He  said  to  thame  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 

"  Dreid  nocht/'  he  said,  "for  all  ^one  multi-        io,3i6 

tude, 
**  For  Weill  I  wait  and  ^e  rycht  wnderstude 
**  2one  folk,"  he  said,  ''that  travellit  hes  so  &r, 
Kycht  eith  it  is  to  put  thame  to  the  war; 
Quhilk  on  thair  fit  sa  mony  myle  hes  gane. 
And  in  thair  travell  hes  sic  trubill  tane,  10,320 

**  And  of  weilfair  also  hes  had  greit  want, 
Quhairfoir  thai  ar  maid  febill,  waik,'  and  &nt, 
And  all  thair  bodie  tyrit  and  rycht  sair, 
'^  That  thai  dow  nocht  thair  hames  for  to  bair; 
Quhairfoir  in  feild  thai  may  nocht  weill  indure.  io,8S6 
And  of  ane  thing  I  am  sicker  and  suir, 
Within  our  self  vnbrokin  now  at  hame, 
Ane  of  ws  may  stand  for  tua  of  thame ; 
For  thai  haif  tynt  baith  power,  strenth,  and 

mycht, 
And  suith  it  is  that  we  haif  all  the  rycht.         io,380 
"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "withouttin  ony  faill, 
"  Suppois  rycht  lang  that  thai  haif  done  prewaill, 
**  That  ouir  goddis,  for  all  thair  strenth  and 
mycht. 
Sum  tyme  will  mak  thame  rycht  law  for  to 

lycht, 

The  quhilk  hes  bene  richt  obstinat  so  lang,        io,386 
Ouir  all  the  warld  wirkand  so  mekill  wrang, 
And  throw  thair  pryde  hes  spilt  so  mekle  blude. 
"  Traist  weill/'  he  said,  "  it  may  nocht  tui-ne  to  gude." 
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And  enerie  bank  with  brycht  blosum  had  beild, 

Petelius  than  fuir  fiirth  to  the  feild  ;  io,480 

And  in  his  strenth  wald  na  langar  remane, 

Bot  with  his  power  passit  to  the  plane. 

This  Galdus  than,  with  his  counsall  alhaill, 

Decreittit  hes  no  moir  for  to  assaill 

With  plane  power  agane  the  Bomanis  mycht,       io,486 

III  sic  battell  nother  be  da  nor  nycht. 

For-qtdiy  thai  thocht  sic  thing  wes  rycht  vnsuir, 

All  on  ane  da  to  put  in  aventure, 

As  thai  war  wont  rycht  oft  befoir  till  do, 

Bo[t]  tak  the  Romams  as  thai  mycht  win  to  ;     10,440 

Buschit  about  neir  hand  thame  for  to  ly, 

Ouir  all  the  plane  expertlie  for  tiU  spy 

Quhen  ony  Roman  raikit  fra  his  oist, 

To  call  him  hame  agane  of  his  awin  cost. 

And  so  thai  did  rycht  lang,  I  bid  nocht  lane,       10,445 

And  mekill  prickin  oft  maid  ouir  the  plane. 

The  Brigantinis,  for  all  the  Bomanis  bost^ 

Full  oft  thai  raid  rycht  neir  the  Bomanis  ost. 

And  mony  saidill  temit  as  I  hard  tell, 

Quhill  efterwart  sic  aventure  befelL  io,460 

How    WODICU,    THE    DOCHTER    OF    VOYEDA,   COME  I^^- *»  ^- 53. 

ON  THE   Nycht   in   Brigantia   vpoun   the  ^' 

Bomanis,  and  gaif  thame  ane  Fray  and 

SLEW  mony  of  thame. 

The  youngest  dochter  of  quene  Woyeda, 

QuhUk  callit  wes  to  name  Wodicia, 

The  eldest  than  wes  weddit  with  ane  ring 

With  Marius  that  wes  of  Britane  king, 

Into  Britane  he  wald  nocht  lat  hir  dweU.  io,466 

That  samin  t3nne,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Into  Brigance  scho  come  vpoun  ane  nycht ; 

With  hir  that  tyme  war  mony  worthie  wicht. 

That  flemit  war  fra  the  Bomanis  and  fled  ; 

Scho  wes  thair  gyde,  thair  leidar  that  thame  led.  10,400 
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On  to  ane  strenth  thai  haistit  thame  in  hy, 

Or  dreid  the  Romanis  sold  thair  number  spy. 

Tha  war  ouir  few  to  fecht  vpone  da  lycht, 

Soppois  thai  wer  rycht  hardie  on  the  nycht,  10,500 

Bot  held  [thame]  with  the  honour  that  thai  gat. 

Petelius,  quhen  he  persauit  that. 

That  thai  had  fled  so  fast  out  of  that  place, 

Forbad  his  men  to  follow  or  to  chace  ;  Col.  2. 

Bot  in  that  feild  in  ordour  till  remane,  io,506 

Trowand  that  tyme  it  wes  done  for  ane  trane. 

How    WODICIA    SEIGIT    EpIACUM,     AND     SYNE  WAS 
TANE  WITH   TrESSOUN  AND   HAD   TO   PeTELIUS. 

Vodicea  v-poun  the  tother  mome, 

With  all  [hir]  bemis  baldlie  blew  hir  home, 

With  haltand  hart  that  holie  wes  and  hie. 

So  blyth  thai  wer  than  of  that  victorie.  io,6io 

To  Epiacum  syne  thai  maid  thame  boun, 

And  set  ane  seig  rycht  sone  about  the  toun. 

With  lytill  laubour  sone  the  toun  thai  wan, 

And  euerie  Roman  that  tjrme,  wyfe  and  man, 

Bayth  ^oung  and  aid,  that  thai  fand  in  that        10,515 

steid, 
Without  mercie  thai  pat  thame  all  to  deid. 
Petelius,  of  this  quhen  he  herd  tald, 
Of  mony  heme  that  wer  bayth  big  and  bald, 
Ane  staill  gart  la  in  till  ane  quyet  place, 
Out  of  the  toun  syne  drew  thame  with  ane  10,620 

chace. 
Or  euir  scho  wist,  thair  with  hir  weir  men  all, 
The  buschment  brak  about  hir  like  aue  wall. 
In  to  that  place  thair  war  tha  slane  ilkone  ; 
Vodicia^  in  liandis  als  wes  tone, 


*  In  MS.,  and  subsequently,  Voriada, 
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How   THAIR    COME    ANE  MeSSINOER     TO    PeTELIUS 
AHD  SCHEW    HIBf  HOW  ALL    THE    BrITIS    HAD 

K^-<^  bebellit  aoane  him,  and  of  his  passing 

THAT  TyME  into   KeNTSCHYRE. 

lone  efter  this  thair  come  ane  messingeir  10,666 

_    b  him  fira  Kent,  the  quhilk  hes  lattin  him  heir 
~'    yt  mxmj  fineik,  that  fersie  wes  and  fell, 
'^^Oliir  all  Britane  agane  him  did  rebell ; 
^^^^knd  HaiiuSy  befoir  that  he  maid  king 
-Xb/k  wald  nocht  thoill  him  into  that  land  to         10,660 

ring; 

Qobairfoir,  he  said,  rycht  sone  and  he  cum  nocht, 

AH  wald  be  loist  so  deir  that  thai  had  bocht. 

lieteliiis,  quhen  he  knew  that  it  wes  sua, 

^ith  mony  beme  he  bownit  him  till  ga ; 

And  tuke  na  tume  into  that  tjme  to  tarie,  10,666 

IBoi  set  his  courss  and  fast  bidder  did  carie. 

Lang  thair  he  had  penuritie  and  pane, 

(hr  he  thame  brocht  to  his  bondage  agane. 

the  laif  he  left  behind  him  in  Brigance, 

Tha  wald  nocht  put  thair  sickemes  in  chance,      10,670 

Keipit  the  strenthis  that  tyme  that  tha  war  in, 

And  wes  content  to  hald  that  thai  had  wyn. 

How  Petelius   departit  THIS  Lyfe    into  Try- 

NOVANT,    AND    HOW    JULIUS    FrONTICIUS  WES 
SEND   IN   BrITANE. 

Sone  efter  that  this  ilk  Petelius, 

In  Trynovant,  my  author  sais  thus, 

Throw  sad  seiknes  assaiUit  him  so  soir,  io,676 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  mycht  leve  no  raoir. 

Quhen  that  his  deith  to  Cesar  wes  maid  kend, 

Ane  new  legat  in  Britane  sone  he  send, 

Julius  Fronticius  callit  wes  to  name. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  quhen  that  he  come  fra  hame,  io,680 
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How  THAIB  COME  ANE  MeSSINGER  TO  PeTELIUS 
AND  SCHEW  HIBf  HOW  ALL  THE  BrITIS  HAD 
BEBELLIT  AOANE  HIM,  AND  OF  HIS  PASSING 
THAT  TyME  into   KeNTSCHYRE. 

Sone  eiler  this  thair  come  ane  messingeir  10,666 

To  him  fra  Kent,  the  quhilk  hes  lattin  him  heir 

Of  mony  freik,  that  fersie  wes  and  fell, 

Ouir  all  Britane  agane  him  did  rebell ; 

And  Marius,  befoir  that  he  maid  king 

Tha  wald  nocht  thoill  him  into  that  land  to         10,660 

ring; 
Quliairfoir,  he  said,  rycht  sone  and  he  cum  nocht, 
All  wald  be  loist  so  deir  that  thai  had  bocht. 
Petelius,  quhen  he  knew  that  it  wes  sua, 
With  mony  beme  he  bownit  him  till  ga ; 
And  tuke  na  tume  into  that  tyme  to  taric,  10,666 

Bot  set  his  courss  and  fast  bidder  did  carie. 
Lang  thair  he  had  penuritie  and  pane, 
Or  he  thame  brocht  to  his  bondage  agane. 
The  laif  he  left  behind  him  in  Brigance, 
Tha  wald  nocht  put  thair  sickemes  in  chance,      io,670 
Keipit  the  strenthis  that  tyme  that  tha  war  in, 
And  wes  content  to  hald  that  thai  had  wyn. 

How  Petelius  departit  this  Lyfe   into  Try- 

NOVANT,    and    how    JuLIUS    FrONTICIUS  WES 

send  in  Britane. 

Sone  efter  that  this  ilk  Petelius, 

In  Trynovant,  my  author  sais  thus, 

Throw  sad  seiknes  assaillit  him  so  soir,  io,676 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  mycht  leve  no  raoir. 

Quhen  that  his  deith  to  Cesar  wes  maid  kend, 

Ane  new  legat  in  Britane  sone  he  send, 

Julius  Fronticius  callit  wes  to  name. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  quhen  that  he  come  fra  hame,  10,680 
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How   THAIB    COME    ANE  MeSSINOER     TO    PeTELIUS 
AND   SCHEW    HIBf  HOW  ALL    THE     BrITIS    HAD 

rebellit  aoane  him,  and  of  his  passing 

THAT  TyME   into   KeNTSCHYRE. 

Sone  efter  this  thair  come  ane  messingeir  10,666 

To  bim  fra  Kent,  the  quhilk  hes  lattin  him  lieir 

Of  mony  freik,  that  fersie  wes  and  fell, 

Ouir  all  Britane  agane  him  did  rebell ; 

And  Marius,  befoir  that  he  maid  king 

Tha  wald  nocht  thoill  him  into  that  land  to         io,660 

ring; 
Quhaufoir,  he  said,  rycht  sone  and  he  cum  nocht, 
All  wald  be  loist  so  deir  that  thai  had  bocht. 
Petelius,  quhen  he  knew  that  it  wes  sua, 
With  mony  beme  he  bownit  him  till  ga ; 
And  tuke  na  tume  into  that  tyme  to  taric,  10,666 

Bot  set  his  courss  and  fast  bidder  did  carie. 
Lang  thair  he  had  penuritie  and  pane. 
Or  he  thame  brocht  to  his  bondage  agane. 
The  laif  he  left  behind  him  in  Brigance, 
Tha  wald  nocht  put  thair  sickemes  in  chance,      10,670 
Keipit  the  strenthis  that  tyme  that  tha  war  in. 
And  wes  content  to  hald  that  thai  had  wyn. 

How  Petelius  departit  this  Lyfe   into  Try- 

NOVANT,     and    how    JuLIUS    FrONTICIUS  WES 

SEND  IN  Britane. 

Sone  efter  that  this  ilk  Petelius, 

In  Trynovant,  my  author  sais  thus, 

Throw  sad  seiknes  assaillit  him  so  soir,  io,676 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  mycht  leve  no  raoir. 

Quhen  that  his  deith  to  Cesar  wes  maid  kend, 

Ane  new  legat  in  Britane  sone  he  send, 

Julius  Fronticius  callit  wes  to  name. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  quhen  that  lie  come  fra  hame,  10,680 
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How  THAIB  OOBfE  ANE  MeSSINGER  TO  PeTELIUS 
AND  SCHEW  HIBf  HOW  ALL  THE  BrITIS  HAD 
REBELLIT  AOANE  HIM,  AND  OF  HIS  PASSINO 
THAT  TyME   INTO   KeNTSCHYRE. 

Sone  efter  this  thair  come  ane  messingeir  io,656 

To  him  fra  Kent,  the  quhilk  hes  lattin  him  heir 

Of  mony  freik,  that  fersie  wes  and  fell, 

Ouir  all  Britane  agane  him  did  rebell ; 

And  Marius,  befoir  that  he  maid  king 

Tha  wald  nocht  thoill  him  into  that  land  to         io,660 

ring; 
Qtihairfoir,  he  said,  rycht  sone  and  he  cum  nocht. 
All  wald  be  loist  so  deir  that  thai  had  bocht. 
Petelius,  quhen  he  knew  that  it  wes  sua, 
With  mony  beme  he  bownit  him  till  ga; 
And  tuke  na  tume  into  that  tyme  to  taric,  io,566 

Bot  set  his  courss  and  fast  bidder  did  carie. 
Lang  thair  he  had  penuritie  and  pane, 
Or  he  thame  brocht  to  his  bondage  agane. 
The  laif  he  left  behind  him  in  Brigance, 
Tha  wald  nocht  put  thair  sickemes  in  chance,      io,67o 
Keipit  the  strenthis  that  tyme  that  tha  war  in, 
And  wes  content  to  hald  that  thai  had  wyn. 

How  Petelius  departit  this  Lyfe   into  Try- 

NOVANT,    AND    HOW    JULIUS    FrONTICIUS  WES 

SEND  IN  Britane. 

Sone  efter  that  this  ilk  Petelius, 

In  Trynovant,  my  author  sais  thus, 

Throw  sad  seiknes  aasaillit  him  so  soir,  io,676 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  mycht  leve  no  raoir. 

Quhen  that  his  deith  to  Cesar  wes  maid  kend, 

Ane  new  legat  in  Britane  sone  he  send, 

Julius  Fronticius  callit  wes  to  name. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  quhen  that  he  come  fra  hame,  io,680 
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The  cankarit  Soottis  that  neuir  ^it  wes  trew^ 

And  leid  but  lautie  as  he  rycht  weill  knew ; 

Sayand,  Cesar  and  his  coonsall  that  tyde 

Decretit  had  fra  battell  neuir  to  byde,  10,620 

Quhill  the  leist  boy  of  all  the  Soottis  blude 

Distroyit  wer  or  put  in  seruitude. 

Bemember  als  of  the  greit  harme  and  skaith, 

Ostorius  and  Aulus  Dedius  baith 

Had  win  to  thame,  bot  schort  quhile  of  befoir,     io,6fi6 

The  quhilk  to  thame,  he  said,  ^it  sat  full  soir  : 

And  gif  he  thocht  that  he  wald  nocht  do  sua^ 

He  him  declarit  for  the  Bomanis  fa. 


it 


How  THE  King  of  Pechtis  maid  Aksueb  to  the 
Herald  sekd  to  him  be  Julius  Fbonticius. 

This  king  agane  sic  ansuer  than  maid  he, 

Sayand,  "It  is  greit  mervell  vnto  me,  10,680 

Quhat  causis  thame  sic  querrell  for  to  haue 
Agane  the  Scottis,  or  be  quhat  law  thai  haif 

''  Thair  heretage,  suppois  it  be  bot  small, 

"  Quhilk  gevin  is  thame  be  thair  godis  all. 

**  And  sen  it  is  thai  wirk  efter  thair  will,  io,636 

*'  But  rycht  or  ressone,  justice  or  but  skill, 
Takand  no  tent  to  law  nor  equitie, 
Quhairfoir  I  traist  that  all  sic  greit  wrang  be; 

''  And  for  the  Scottis  that  thai  call  so  fals, 

**  So  fuU  of  tressoun  and  als  so  vntrew  als,  io,640 

'*  Bycht  Weill  I  wait  thairof  falslie  thai  leid, 

"  Tha  ar  rycht  trew  bayth  into  word  and  deid. 

"  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  **  for  buit  or  ^it  for  baill, 

"  To  thame  I  think  neuir  for  to  fait  nor  faill; 

"  Nor  brek  the  band  to  thame  that  I  haif  maid,  io,646Lib.4,f.54. 

"  That  we  haif  bund  with  baith  our  seillis  braid.  ^^  ** 

"  Greit  wrang  it  wer  my  oblissing  to  brek : 

*'  This  is  my  ansuer,"   said  he,  "  in  effect" 
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How  Galdus  come  to  Saluria  with  ane  greit 
Armie,  and  defendit  the  Bordour  all 
that  Tyme  bianfullie. 

his  same  tyme,  king  Galdus  with  ane  cist, 

X)me  throw  Kyle  in  by  the  west  se  cost,  ^ 

i  mony  one  that  worthie  wes  and  wicht, 

leist  plait,  bimy,  and  in  brasar  bricht ;  io,68( 

elme  and  hewmat  with  bricht  brand  and  speir, 

all  waponn  that  neidfull  war  in  weir  : 
)  plantit  palieonis  doun  vpoune  the  plane. 
lis  cuming  Saluriens  wer  fane; 
eittit  hes,  as  I  half  said  befoir,  10,686 

I  baill  power  to  gif  thame  feild  no  moir, 
kand  that  wes   wnsicker  and  wnsuir, 
mt  thame  all  in  sic  aventure. 
als  Fortoun  thai  had  so  fremmit  feill, 
ontrair  wes  in  turning  of  hir  quheill ;  10,600 

^es  na  speid  that  tyme  tha  vnderstude, 
rat  in  perrell  all  the  multitude.  Col.  2. 

quhilis  on  fit  to  feir  thame  with  ane  fray, 
tyme  on  hors  thair  gyding  till  assay, 
tyme  with  bowmen  for  to  mak  ane  bikker,    io,606 

keip  the  greit  staill  out  of  danger  sicker, 
by  in  sicht  the  forrow  to  reskew, 
that  thai  preis  with  pricking  thame  persew ; 

so  on  force  that  tyme  thai  sould  be  fane 
ume  bakwart  into  Brigance  agane.  10,700 

so  thai  wrocht  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  leir, 
I  so  greit  sturt  thai  held  thame  ay  on  steir^ 
I  mony  forra  oft  syLs  to  and  fra, 
i  countering  and  carmusche  euerilk  da. 
grumes  gay  hes  ofb  met  on  the  grene  io,706 

dr  mony  saidill  temit  wes  betuene, 
it  mekill  blude,  and  mony  brokin  bane  ; 
iresoneris  on  euerie  syde  wes  tane, 

Y  2 
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Fyve  thousand  men,  that  weill  culd  weUd  a  brand, 

He  hes  left  thame  for  to  defend  the  land 

Aganis  the  Bomanis  of  sic  boist  and  schoir, 

Of  the  same  fieissoim  as  he  did  befoir.  10^740 

And  syne  efter,  with  greit  difficulties 

On  ane  horss  litter  that  wes  maid  of  tre, 

In  to  ane  bed  rycht  softUe  tha  him  buir 

To  Argatill  ouir  mony  moss  and  mure : 

And  all  the  laif  ar  passit  hame  agane,  io,746  Lib.4,f.54b, 

Exceptand  thame  wes  maid  thair  to  remane.  CoLi. 

Efter  that  Qaldus  passit  hes  awa 

Tha  tuke  na  scaling  nother  nycht  nor  da; 

Bot  fiiriouslie,  sidike  as  of  befome, 

Of  greit  heirschip  of  victuall  *  and  of  come,  io,760 

On  euerilk  syde  with  battell  and  greit  blude, 

The  victorie  richt  oft  in  doubt  it  stude. 

And  thus  thai  wrocht  ane  lang  quhile  into  weir, 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  aa  ye  sail  heir. 

How     THAT     THE     SCOTTIS,     WNWITPAND     OF     ONY 

euill,  wes  vmbeset  with  the  romanis  and 
Thrie  Thousand  of  thame  blank 

Vpoun  ane  tyme  it  hapnit  so  on  cace,  io,756 

The  Scottis  all  convenit  in  ane  place. 

Into  coimsall  thair  ordinance  to  mak  ; 

Ynwist  of  thame  the  Bomanis  at  thair  bak 

So  neir  thai  la  the  Scottis  mycht  nocht  Se, 

That  force  it  wes  other  to  do  or  de.  io,760 

The  Scottis  men,  quhilk  war  bayth  stout  and 

Strang, 
In  [to]  the  feild  that  da  [tha]  faucht  so  lang, 
Thre  thousand  men  that  tyme  of  thame  wer  slane ; 
The  laif  all  fled  na  langer  mycht  remane. 
Off  this  battell  the  infortunitie,  lo,766 

The  wratchit  end  and  greit  miseritie. 


*  In  MS.  batten. 
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To  CQimyng  men  that  wer  expert  and  fyne 

In  all  science,  phisick  and  medicyne.  io,80o 

And  80  he  did ;  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  passit  hame  awa. 

Qnhat  auenture  that  he  efber  befell 

Tbxa  lyfe  and  deid  I  can  nocht  to  ^ow  telL 

Thaiifoir  I  lyke  nocht  in  sic  thing  remane,  lo^sos 

Bet  to  my  taill  now  tume  will  I  agane. 

How    DOMITIANUS     THE     EmPRIOURE,     EFTER    THE 

Passage  of  Fronticius,  send  Julius  Agri- 
cola  IN  Britane. 

In  Rome  that  tyme  thair  wes  ane  empriour, 

Hecht  Domitian,  quhilk  wes  of  greit  honom' ; 

And  quhen  he  knew  Fronticius  left  Britane, 

And  cumin  wes  in  Italic  richt  than,  io,8io 

Ane  nobill  man,  my  author  tellis  thus, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  caUit  Julius 

Agricola^  with  mony  nobill  man, 

Directit  hes  to  pas  into  Britane, 

Efter  Fronticius  for  till  haif  the  cuir  ;  io,8i6 

His  leif  he  tuke,  syne  furth  with  thame  he  fuir. 

Of  all  the  Bomanis  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 

The  maik  of  him  come  neuir  thair  ^it  befoir 

Into  Britane  for  till  haif  ony  steir, 

Quhilk  previt  weill  as  Je  sail  efter  heir ;  10,820 

He  did  als  far  excell  thame  euerie  wycht. 

As  dois  the  mone  the  sternis  in  the  nycht. 

How  THE  ROMANIS  PASSIT  TO  SPUILJIE  OrDALI- 
CIUM,  AND  HOW  THE  Men  OF  OrDALIS  SLEW 
ALL   THE   ROMANIS. 

In  the  same  tyme  the  legat  wes  absent. 
The  Bomanis  raid  rycht  baldlie  ouir  the  bent. 
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And  fra  he  knew  that  all  the  South  wes  leiU, 
No  danger  wes  than  with  the  Nortii  to  deilL 
Quhen  that  wes  done  he  purpoeit  in  the  North, 
With  all  his  power  for  till  pas  ouir  Fortii.  io,bm 


How  JuLrtJs  Agricola  passit  to  Obdalucitw, 

AMD    HOW    THE     Men   THAtBOF    FAUCHT  WITH 
HIM  TO   DeID. 

Sone  efter  that,  this  Jule  Agricola 

With  all  his  power  pasait  on  ane  da 

To  Ordulua,  quhair  that  he  hard  thame  tell 

Tha  beimia  bald  agane  him  did  rebell ; 

Quhilk  now  contenis,  je  sail  wnderstand,  io,e« 

Eakdaill,  Ewisdaill  and  Yallis  Annand. 

Of  his  cmning  quhen  that  thai  haif  hard  tell, 

Tha  left  the  plane  and  paesit  to  the  fell  ; 

In  craig  and  cleuche,  in  mony  wod  and  glen, 

Bayth  loung  and  aid  that  tyme  la  all  the  men.  io,wo 

In  that  same  tyme  this  Jule  Agricola, 

Wnwifit  of  thame,  sone  efter  on  ane  da 

He  hes  thame  fand  quhair  that  thai  mycht  nocht 
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The  Bomanis  had  sic  ordinanoe  in  weir^ 

The  Pechtis  docht  to  do  thame  lytill  deir. 

Amang  thair  feit  thair  fell  baith  louDg  and  aid 

Als  thik  as  scheip  that  lyis  in  ane  fald,  io,860 

That  force  it  wes  the  Pechtis  for  till  fle. 

Or  in  that  feild  all  fechtand  for  till  de. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  sic  trubill  tharoe  betyde, 

Tomit  thair  bak  and  wald  no  langer  byde  : 

Syne  to  the  citie  of  Camelidone,  10,866 

King  Caronat  with  all  the  laif  is  gone. 


How  TEE  King  of  Pechtis  gave  Feild  agane 
TO  Julius  Agricola,  and  tynt  that  Feild 

SICLYKE  AS  THE  TOTIIER. 

This  Caronat,  that  wes  bayth  wyss  and  wycht, 

Greit  diligence  he  lies  done  da  and  nycht, 

And  his  lordis  that  wer  nothing  lidder, 

Richt  mony  grume  quhill  tha  gatherit  togidder.    io,870 

Syne  with  thair  power  passit  to  the  plane 

On  the  thrid  day  to  gif  thame  feild  agane, 

With  Hblt  wai'  fortoun  nor  tlia  had  befoir, 

And  war  mycht  be,  and  eik  tliairto  far  moir. 

The  nobillis  all  that  da  wer  maid  to  de,  io,876 

The  king  him  self  and  all  tlie  laif  to  He ; 

The  toun  wes  tane  als  of  Camelidone, 

The  citineris  wer  slane  that  tyme  ilkone. 

The  king  him  self  syne  fled  in  to  the  north 

With  waill  few  folk  beyond  the  watter  of  Forth,  io,880     Col.  2. 

Till  Otolyn,  and  tliair  ane  quhile  he  la, 

Quhilk  Fyffe  is  callit  now  at  this  same  da. 

This  Julius  than  wnderstude  full  weill, 

Into  his  mynd  als  far  as  he  had  feill, 

Greit  perrell  wes  the  North  for  till  persew;  10,886 

Full  Weill  he  wist  that  all  the  South  wes  trew. 
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How  Julius   in   the    nixt   Symmer  passit  to 

ViCOJiAGIA,  AND  SYNE  THROW  CaLIDONLA  WOD. 

Quben  winter  went  with  wedderis  wan  and  weit, 
And  symmer  come  with  soft  sesoun  and  sweit,     10,970 
With  bemes  bricht  blenkand  on  euerilk  bench, 
And  all  in  dauer  wes  cled  craig  and  clench, 
The  feildis  fair,  cled  ouir  witht  sindrie  hew, 
Departit  war  with  reid,  fallow  and  blew  ; 
The  samin  tyme  Julius  Agricola,  10,976 

Within  his  strenth  no  langar  that  he  la, 
Bot  to  the  feild  he  fuir  with  mony  feir,  CJoLa. 

And  mony  knicht  weill  cled  in  armour  cleir  ; 
Syne  passit  is  to  Yicomagia, 

Qnhilk  callit  is  now  Stirling  schire  this  da.  10,980 

Out-throw  the  wod  that  tyme  of  Calidone, 
With  mony  gydis  hastelie  is  he  gone; 
,That  wod  contenit  in  tha  tymes  aid 
Fra  Locquhaber  at  lenth  to  Cummemald  ; 
Syne  cuming  is,  at  his  plesour  and  will,  io,986 

Into  ane  place  calUt  the  Dolorus  Hill; 
Quhair  now  standis  the  castell  and  the  toun 
Of  fair  Stirling  quhilk  is  of  sic  renoun, 
Quhilk  callit  wes  the  Dolorus  Hill  for-thi 
Into  the  nycht  thair  hard  wes  mony  cry  10,990 

Rycht  dolorous,  with  mony  hiddeous  schout, 
With  all  the  pepill  duelt  neirhand  about. 
Vpone  the  craig  quhair  the  castell  dois  stand 
Agricola  ane  failteit  place  thair  &nd,  . 
Of  litill  feet  and  falling  to  the  ground.  io,996 

Agricola,  quhen  he  that  place  had  fund, 
Remanit  thair  at  greit  lasar  and  lenth, 
Quhill  he  of  new  reformit  had  that  strenth 
Of  nobill  werk  ane  castell  richt  decoir, 
Farar  befer  nor  euer  it  wes  befoir ;  11,000 

Syne  efber  that  ane  brig  ouir  Forth  he  maid, 
Rycht  stark  of  tymmer  baith  lang  and  braid. 


^ft^^^ 
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Far  fira  the  brig  than  and  the  barris  baith,  ii,0d6 

Sua  at  that  tyme  that  lute  him  do  na  skayth. 

Agricola,  tha  tydenis  quhen  he  knew, 

With  ferme  purpois  the  biig  for  to  reskew, 

With  mony  heme  that  wes  fell  bald  and  big. 

He  left  the  seig  and  passit  to  the  brig.  ii,04o 


How    AgRICOLA    wan    the     FeILD,    and     CHAISSIT 

THE  King  of  Pechtis,  and  pat  him  ouir 
Tay, 

And  as  the  da  depairtit  fra  the  nycht, 

The  Pechtis  come  into  the  Romania  sycht, 

In  sic  ane  place  quhair  tha  mycht  nocht  weill  fle  ; 

And  quhen  tha  saw  it  micht  na  better  be, 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  that  tyme  baith  gude  and  ill,    11,045 

And  tuke  the  chance  Fortoun  wald  send  thame  till. 

The  Romanis  wes  than  of  sic  multitude, 

Sic  fortoim  had  and  als  sic  fortitude, 

The  Pechtis  sone  in  that  feild  wer  confoundit; 

Mony  war  slane  and  mony  deidlie  woundit.  11,050 

The  king  him  self  wes  maid  to  flie  his  way, 

And  chasit  als  quhill  that  he  come  till  Tay ; 

And  on  the  flude  ane  bot  thairat  he  fand, 

Quhaiiin  he  passit  to  the  tother  land. 

Vpone  the  north  syde  of  the  samin  flude  11,055 

Ane  Strang  castell  vpone  ane  strenth  thair  stude. 

The  quhilk  Alloctum  caUit  wes  to  name. 

Into  that  tyme  of  greit  honour  and  fame. 

With  mony  tour  and  turrat  that  wes  hie, 

Quhair  now  standis  the  gude  toun  of  Dundie.       ii,060 

The  king  of  Pechtis  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  teir 

Bemanit  thair,  as  ye  sail  efter  heir. 
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Thocht  tha  war  lordis  of  this  warld  all, 

Fortoun  richt  sone  suld  mak  tbame  for  to  fall^     ii,090 

And  him  agane  restorit  for  to  be. 

Baith  to  his  land  and  eik  his  libertie ; 

And  bad  him  nocht  na  vtber  till  presume, 

Gbdis,  thai  said,  had  gevin  that  same  dome. 

For  all  the  confort  that  tyme  thai  culd  mak,        ii,O06 

It  causit  him  na  enrage  ibr  to  tak ; 

He  knew  the  Romanis  had  sic  strenth  and  mycht 

And  sio  fortoim  in  all  tyme  da  and  nycht, 

Ynpossibill  wes  thair  power  to  ganestand, 

That  victor  was  in  all  and  sindrie  land.  11,100 

With  lang  adwysing  ofbymes  to  and  &o, 

Syne  at  the  last  it  wes  devysit  so. 

In  haist  ane  herald  to  send  to  Galdus  king. 

And  schew  till  him  the  maner  of  this  thing  ; 

And  beseik  him  with  all  humilitie,  ii^ios 

Him  for  to  help  in  sic  necessitie, 

Quhilk  did  appeir  the  langar  ay  the  moir, 

And  for  the  freindschip  langtyme  of  befoir, 

With  greit  bandis  betuix  thame  that  had  bene 

Ay  to  that  tyme  ynmaculat  so  clene.  11,110 


How  THE  King  op  Pechtis  send  ane  Herald 
TO  King  Galdus  for  his  Supplib,  and  of 
HIS  Ansiter  agane. 

Thair  wes  no  moir  to  mute  into  that  thing, 

Quhill  sone  the  herauld  passit  to  the  king. 

Syne  on  his  kne  befoir  him  that  he  fell. 

Syne  word  by  word,  as  ye  haif  hard  me  tell. 

He  schew  till  him  with  sircumstance  rycht  haill,  Ii,ii6 

Fra  end  to  end  the  text  of  all  this  tailL 

Quhen  that  wes  said  befoir  gude  Galdus  king, 

Bycht  sone  agane  he  ansuerit  to  that  thing: 

z 
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• 

Befoir  thame  thair  wes  than  baitli  ^oung  and  aid, 

As  I  half  said  the  leist  ane  word  be  tald. 

The  Peehtis  all  tliairof  war  weill  content, 

Heirand  the  ansuer  that  king  Galdns  sent; 

Greit  diligence  thai  haif  done  da  and  nycht,  11,165 

Thair  king  to  confort  in  all  thing  tha  myclit. 


How  THE  Men  of  Saluria  put  out  be  Julius 
OF  befoib,  come  in  agane  and   slew  all 

THE  ROMANIS  THAT  THAI  FAND  THAIR. 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

The  men  that  fled  out  of  Saluria, 

As  te  haif  hard  hot  schort  quhile  of  befoir, 

Thay  come  agane  that  same  tyme  les  and  moir,  ii,i60 

With  greit  power  into  that  samin  land ; 

And  aU  the  Romanis  that  tyme  thairin  thai  fand, 

Be  Julius  war  left  in  euerie  steid. 

But  dout  that  tyme  thai  pat  thame  all  to  deid. 

And  euerilk  strenth,  baith  casteU,  tour  and  toun,  ii,i65 

Evin  to  the  erd  richt  law  thai  kest  thame  doun  ; 

Syne  come  and  cattell  all  hes  led  awa, 

And  all  the  laif,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Of  that  spuil^ie  that  micht  nocht  with  thame  pas, 

In  ane  baill  fyre  thai  brint  [it]  all  in  as,  ii,i7o 


How  Julius  passit  agane  to  Saluria,  and  how    coi.  2. 

THE  SCOTTIS  HEIRAND  OF  HIS  CUMMYNO  FLED 
OUT  OF  THAT  LaND. 

Quhen  thiri  wes  tald  to  Jule  Agricola, 
Rycht  sone  he  passit  to  Saluria, 
With  mony  one  that  worthie  wer  and  wycht ; 
He  maid  no  tarie  that  tyme  da  nor  nycht 

z  2 
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With  greit  laubour,  with  travell  and  with  pane, 
^r  he  reformit  all  thing  new  agane. 
Of  his  coming  this  ilk  wes  the  ferd  ^eir 
In  Albione,  quha  lykis  for  till  heir.  11,210 

Quhen  this  wes  done  and  symmer  all  wes  past, 
And  winter  come  with  mony  bitter  blast, 
With  frost  and  snaw  and  haill  schomis  rycht  cald. 
The  Bomanis  drew  to  mony  sindrie  hald. 


How  Julius  gaif  his  Schippis  Command  to  pas  Lib.4,f.56.« 

ABOUT  THE  YlE,  AND  VISIE  THE  NORTH  PART      ^^'  ^' 

OF  Albione. 

In  symmer  syne  qnhen  the  wadder  grew  warme,  11,216 

That  men  mycht  hald  the  hicht  withoutin  harme. 

In  Aprile,  quhen  weill  lang  wes  the  da, 

Ane  grit  navin  of  mony  schip  thai  la 

Befoir  the  coist  of  Carrik  and  of  Kyle, 

Witht  armit  men  to  pas  about  the  yle,  11,220 

To  serche  and  seik  the  north  pairt  of  the  land. 

Than  Julius  hes  gevin  thame  command 

To  wey  anker  and  for  to  wend  thair  wa. 

And  so  thai  did  sone  efler  on  ane  da, 

Ay  sailland  furth  aucbt  dayes  still  or  nyne,  11,225 

On  till  ane  place  that  callit  is  Lochfyne ; 

In  Argatill  syne  straik  into  the  raid, 

And  in  that  place  ane  weill  lang  quhile  thai  baid. 

In  that  same  tyme  this  ilk  Agricola 

Departit  hes  out  of  Saluria,  11,230 

With  all  his  power  passit  syne  ouir  Clyde. 

Sone  be  he  come  vpone  the  other  syde, 

Ane  letter  send  thair  come  till  him  anone, 

Than  fira  the  captane  of  Camelidone. 


This  16  the  fiecottd  foL  56* 
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Trowand  tbairfoir  thai  suld  cum  in  his  wilL 
The  Bomanis  than  quhen  tha  saw  Argatill, 
With  montanis  hie  ascendand  to  the  air,  .  ii,S66 

*With  craig  and  cleuche  and  [mony]  holtis  hair, 
With  mo8  and  mure  and  mony  wodia  wyld, 
And  ron  and  roche  with  mony  rammall^  ouirsyld, 
So  fleit  all  thai  wer  at  the  first  luke. 
And  in  thair  mynd  greit  terror  als  tha  tuke,         ii,s7o 
Tha  thocht  it  wes  impossibill  to  be 
To  thame  to  pas  attouir  the  hillis  he. 
^it  neuirtheles  so  greit  curage  tha  tuke, 
For  na  travell  that  tjrme  that  thai  forsuik, 
Als  licht  as  lyn  or  ony  leif  of  tre,  ii,376 

Tha  passit  all  attouir  thai  hillis  hie, 
Quhill  that  thai  come  efter  till  Argatill, 
Quhair  thai  remanit  lang  at  thair  awin  will, 
And  ilk  ane  strenth  befoir  thame  that  thai  fand, 
Tha  occupeit  but  stop  or  ^it  ganestand.  ii^sso 

The  pepill  all  that  duelt  in  Argatill 
Tha  fled  richt  fast  that  tjrme  fra  hill  to  hill, 
In  craig  and  cleuche  thair  self  and  gude  to  hyde ; 
Within  thai  boundis  thai  durst  nocht  thair  abyde. 
And  thus  the  Romanis  raid  bayth  vp  and  doun  u,886 
In  Argatill  throw  castell,  tour  and  toun, 


how  ake  ixiscoro  fell  haisteue  amano  the 
Pechtib,  and  in  seissing  op  that  Discord 

THAIR  KiNa  WES  SLANE. 

In  this  same  tyme  ndw  that  ^e  heir  me  tell, 

Harkin  and  heir  sic  aventure  befell. 

Corbredus  Gald,  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 

With  all  his  lordis  duchtie  and  conding,  11,290 


*  la  MS.  rammall  all. 


I  — 


CBOKICUS  OF  SCOTLAND.  361 

How  Galdus  tuke  obett  Displesoub  quhen  he 

HARD  TELL  OF  THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  THE  KiNG 
OF  PECHTia 

Qohfin  this  wes  schawin  to  gude  Oaldus  the  king, 
Bycht  sad  he  wes  and  sorrowfull  for  that  thing ; 
And  mad  in  mynd  with  dirk  and  havie  chair, 
Tlian  for  the  slauchter  of  his  cousing  deir, 
Qnhome  that  he  louit  as  his  hart  alhaill,  ii,326 

And  Weill  he  wist  that  his  purpois  wald  failL 
His  lordis  all  befoir  him  he  hes  gart  call, 
That  present  wes  that  tyme  bayth  ane  and  all, 
TFhe'  commoun  weill  than  in  sic  perreU  stude  ; 
Beseikand  thame  thair  of  thair  counsall  gudc,       ii,3do 
Than  to  devyss  the  best  way  that  tha  mycht 
Aganes  the  Romanis  for  to  defend  thair  rycht. 


How  Galdus  and  his  Lordis  devysit  how  thai 
suLD  MAK  Concord  amang  the  Pechtis. 

Than  suddantlie  to  counsall  ar  tha  went. 

With  mynd  mature  and  mony  argument ; 

80  at  th^  last  togidder  thai  conclude  11,335 

Wyse  aigit  men  that  wer  of  counsall  gude, 

Amang  thame  thair  the  most  abill  wer  kend, 

Bycht  suddanelie  than  to  the  Pechtis  send, 

To  caus'  that  sdsma  rycht  sone  to  be  smord 

And  bring  thame  self  agane  to  gude  concord.       11,340 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  tha  had  tyme  and  space, 

For  to  convene  togither  in  ane  place, 

Into  ane  feild  quhair  that  tha  suld  nocht  faill, 

With  plana  battell  the  Romanis  to  assaill, 

All  on  ane  da  in  that  beleif  to  be  ii,845 

Bondis  for  ay  or  euer  moir  be  fiie* 
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And  thai  agane  hes  grantit  with  gude  will, 

Sayand  thai  suld  thair  appetyte  fulfill, 

In  the  nixt  symmer  qnhen  tha  mycht  provyde/  11,376 

Traist  weill,  tha  said,  tha  sould  na  langer  byde. 

Galdus  siclike  in  Yreland  he  hes  send 

For  thair  supple,  syne  as  it  wes  weill  kend. 

That  he  and  tha  wer  of  the  aid  befome 

Baith  of  ane  blude  and  of  ane  natione  borne.       ii,380 

And  thai  siclyke  promittit  with  gude  will 

Bycht  sone  in  symmer  for  to  cmm  thame  tilL 

This  king  Galdus  diuydit  hes  his  ost 

In  sindrie  pairtis,  and  syne  endlang  the  cost 

Of  Calidone,  neir  by  the  wod  thai  lay,  11,386 

That  tha  sould  lat  the  Bomanis  of  that  way, 

In  mony  strenth  that  eith  wes  to  defend. 

Agricola,  quhen  he  thair  counsall  kend, 

Na  tuke  mair  feir  thairof  nor  he  had  neid, 

Ynknawin  caicis  causit  ofb  greit  dreid :  ii,800 

And  for  that  cans  full  still  he  lay  alone, 

All  that  symmer  come  nocht  throw  Calidone, 

Sjnie  winter  come  with  woderis  cuill  and  cald, 

And  frost  and  snaw  wes  hiddeous  to  behald, 

With  bitter  blajstis  baith  of  wynd  and  weit,        11,395 

With  fiirius  flaggis  of  scharpe  haill  and  sleit ; 

Sic  crwell  cald  wes  neuir  sene  beforne 

In  Albione  sen  ony  heme  wes  borne ; 

Quhairfoir  all  battell  of  tha  bemis  bald, 

Ceissit  in  winter  for  that  cruell  cald.  ii,400 

Quhen  Aprile  wes  passit  and  ago, 

And  symmer  come  with  soft  seasoun  also, 

And  birdis  sang  in  to  the  schawes  schene, 

And  euerie  garth  wes  growand  ouir  all  grene, 

The  feildis  with  flouris  &etand  flureist  fair,  ii,406 

And  all  the  bicht  ouirheild  with  hailsum  air, 

Qaldus  the  king,  quhome  of  befoir  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  did  me  mentioun  mak, 
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How  King  Qaldus  was  maid  gbeit  Govebnour 

OP  BATTH  THB  SOOTTIS  AND  THK  PeCHTIS. 

Than  with  consent  that  tyme  of  aid  and  yng,      ii^iss 

The  haill  impyre  thai  gaif  Qaldus  the  king, 

For  all  that  ost  for  to  be  principall, 

At  his  awin  will  ay  for  to  weild  thame  all. 

Fiflie  thousand  thai  war  be  taill  weill  tald 

Of  mony  heme  that  wes  baith  big  and  bald,         ii,440 

In  breistplaity  brasar,  and  in  bimy  bricht, 

Wes  semblit  thair  befoir  him  in  his  sicht. 

That  samin  tyme  tha  schew  him  on  ane  da, 

In  Calidone  wod  quhair  that  the  -Romanis  la 

Without  ordour,  wer  skaillit  to  and  fra,  11,446 

So  lytill  dreid  tha  had  than  of  thair  fa. 

Than  king  Galdus,  for  moir  securitie, 

Dewydit  hes  his  greit  ost  into  thrie ; 

Syne  haistelie  he  thocht  that  samin  da 

To  set  on  thame  but  ordour  as  thai  la.  ii,460 

Zit  neuirtheles  his  counsall  wes  maid  knawin 

To  Julius,  be  ane  spy  it  wes  schawin; 

Quhairfoir  siclike  quhair  he  lay  by  that  cost, 

In  thre  pairtis  diuidit  hes  his  ost, 

With  mony  freik  wes  fumeist  for  the  feild.  11,455 

Quhen  Qaldus  knew  his  counsall  wes  reveild, 

And  of  his  purpois  prevaill  mycht  he  nocht, 

Bycht  suddanelie  he  changit  than  his  thocht. 

The  narrest  wing  than  of  his  ost  he  tuke  CoL  2. 

Of  bemis  bald,  and  bund  attouir  the  bruik ;  ii,460 

Syne  to  the  Bomanis  richt  on  raikit  he, 

Quhair  that  thai  la  diuidit  into  thrie. 

On  the  first  feild  thair  sleipand  quhair  thai  la, 

He  maid  on  set  richt  lang  befoir  the  da  ; 

And  all  the  watchis  suddantlie  thai  slew,  1 1,466 

Or  euer  the  laif  mycht  mak  ony  reskew ; 
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Befoir  to  byde  on  the  help  and  supple 

Out  of  Denmark  wes  cumand  be  the  se ; 

And  for  to  mak,  with  commonis  to  and  fro, 

Impediment  to  the  Romania  to  go 

Out  of  the  euntrie  that  tyme  thai  war  in,  ii,606 

Forder  till  go  new  landis  for  to  wyn. 

How    Julius    passft    throw    Calidonia    ouir 

AWMOUND    TO    TaY,    AND   MAID   ANE   BrIG   OF 

Ttmmeb  ouir  Tay. 

Agricola  so  wes  of  his  intent, 

Trowand  nothing  mycht  mak  impediment, 

He  and  his  oist  with  thair  gydis  ar  gone 

Out  throw  the  wod  that  tyme  of  Calidone,  ii,6io 

And  syne  ouir  Awmound  tuke  the  naarest  way, 

Quhill  that  he  come  on  -till  the  water  of  Tay, 

Quhair  brig  or  fiird  in  that  tyme  fand  he  nane.  Lib.4,f.57b. 

Than  on  the  watter  vpwart  ar  thai  gane,  ^''  ^* 

Seikand  ane  Aird,  bot  ^it  thai  fund  it  nocht.        ii,6i6 

Syne  quhen  thai  saw  all  wes  in  vane  tha  wrocht, 

Into  ane  place  quhair  he  thocht  best  to  big 

Attouir  the  flude  that  tyme  ane  tymmer  brig, 

In  that  same  place  remanit  still  and  la, 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  I  sail  sa.  11,620 

How  THE  King  of  Pechtis  gart  distroy  the 
TouN  OF  Colenum,  that  the  Roman  is  suld 

NOCHT   LUGE    IN   IT. 

Vpone  the  north  syid  of  the  water  of  Ta, 

Foiment  the  place  quhair  the  Romanis  la, 

Ane  toun  thair  stude  of  greit  honour  and  fame. 

The  quhilk  Colenum  callit  wes  to  name  ; 

Within  ane  plane  vpoim  ane  plesand  hycht,  ii,626 

With  dowbill  dykis  and  wallis  that  wer  wycht, 
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This  king  Qaldus,  thair  cuming  quhen  he  knew. 

And  of  the  causs  of  thair  earning  than  schew,  Ck>L  2. 

Ilk  word  bj  word  thai  gart  thame  vnderstand^ 

He  grantit  thame  than  into  Murra  land  11,660 

Amang  thair  freindis  to  remane  and  dwell ; 

Moraniens,  as  ^e  mycht  heir  me  tell, 

Scbort  quhile  befoir  come  fiirth  of  Almanie ; 

The  quhilk  wer  baith  of  ane  genelogie. 

How  ANE  GBEIT  AbIOE  COME  OUT  OF  DENMARK 
BE  Se  and  ARRYUIT  INTO  TaY,  FOR  TO  SUP- 
PLIE  THE  Scorns  AND  THE  PeCHTIS. 

Sone  efter  that,  within  ane  litill  quhile,  11,666 

Out  of  Denmark  be  se  burd  mony  myle, 

Ane  greit  armie  in  Albione  wes  send 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  the  richtis  to  defend, 

Agane  the  Romanis  quhilk  hes  wrocht  sic  wrang 

Within  thair  ^  boundis  quhair  tha  lay  so  lang.     ii,670 

In  that  same  tyme,  sone  efter  on  ane  day, 

With  all  thair  schippis  in  the  watter  of  Tay 

Tha  enterit  in  and  passit  to  the  land, 

And  left  thair  schippis  rydand  be  the  sand. 

Ten  thousand  men  tha  war  be  taUl  weill  tald,      ii,676 

With  thair  capitane  baith  bellicois  and  bald, 

Gildo  to  name;  ane  greit  nobill  wes  he. 

In  all  Denmark  most  of  auctoritie  ; 

With  wyne  and  victuaU,  hors,  hames,  and  geir. 

And  all  sic  thing  that  neidfull  war  iu  weir.  11,680 

How  Garmardus,  the  King  of  Pechtis,  come 
AND  met  this  Gildo  or  he  come  to  the 

TOUN. 

This  king  Garmard,  no  langar  he  wald  duell, 
Of  his  cuming  quhen  that  he  hard  tell. 

*  In  MS.  xour, 
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''  And  in  thy  beimes  siandand  heir  about, 

"  Quhilk  of  their  bodie  ar  bayth  bald  and  stout. 

"  Throw  ^ow  we  traist  for  to  releuit  be  ii,6i6 

''  Of  seruitude  and  greit  miseritie, 

"  Of  travell  and  trubill  that  we  half  sufint  lang 

'^  Be  the  Romanis  quhilk  wirkis  ws  sic  wrang. 

"  And  now  I  traist  into  oure  goddis  all, 

"  Fortoun  sum  tyme  sail  mak  thame  for  to  fall,  ii,620 

"  And  we  haif  thame  haill  victor  for  to  be ; 

*'  So  gude  beleif/'  he  said,  "  we  haif  in  the." 

Qnhen  that  king  Qaldus  had  said  till  him  so, 

Meklie  agane  than  said  this  ilk  Gildo : 

"  Excelland  prince,  thow  may  rycht  weill  beleve  ii,626 

''  My  purpois  is  as  I  think  for  to  preif, 

"  In  gude  or  iU  efter  my  facultie, 

"  Witii  all  f)ower  and  possibOitie, 

"  In  word  and  werk  ay  for  to  wirk  ^our  will, 

"  And  for  that  cans  I  am  cumins:  low  till  ii,68o 

Traist  weill,'"  he  said,  "and  I  had  strenth  or  mycht 

As  I  haif  willy  ^e  suld  revengit  be 
"  Of  tha  catevis  full  of  crudelitie. 
"  Beleif,"  he  said,  "that  it  sail  ay  be  so,  11,686 

"  Out  of  this  warld  quhiU  I  be  maid  tiU  go." 

How  Galdus  and  Gabmardus  convoyit  thir 
Daynis  to  the  Toun,  and  syne  gart  bring 
thair  schippis  about  to  forfair  for  moir 
SEcuRrriE. 

Quhen  this  wes  said,  tha  kingis  of  renoun 

Talkand  thai  raid  togidder  to  the  toun, 

Hand  for  hand  rycht  hamelie  he  and  he, 

Remanit  thair  syne  dayis  tua  or  thre.  ii,640 

Syne  efberwart,  for  greit  danger  and  dout, 

Thair  schippis  all  thai  haif  gart  bring  about 

A   A    2 
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bid  kelp  the  se  that  nane  suld  fle  away,  ii,675 

Ijme  for  to  meit  him  at  Morauia. 

kk  his  command  tha  tuke  the  se  ilkone, 

B^e  north  about  the  narrest  way  is  gone, 

Endlang  by  Lome  and  als  Lochqhabria, 

Rirow  all  the  ylis  sailland  to  and  fra.  ii,680 

l^ahilis  on  se,  and  quhilis  on  [the]  land, 

Gheit  spul^e  maid  of  all  thing  that  tha  fand  ; 

Rycht  lang  sailling  thai^  maid  baith  da  and  nycht, 

Of  Orkna  quhill  that  thai  come  in  sycht. 

^d  quhen  thai  knew  so  greit  perreU  it  wes,       ii,685 

Fhrow  Pechtland  Furth  without  ane  gyde  to  pas, 

Tnto  ane  yle  thair  befoir  thame  fand 

Fhe  best  schipman  that  wes  in  all  that  land, 

0&  throw  that  firth  had  saillit  to  and  fro, 

In  thair  schippis  thai  maid  thame  for  till  go,        ii,690 

^d  rycht  greit  tretie  maid  him  in  that  tyde, 

Out  throw  the  firth  thame  saiflie  for  till  gyde ; 

Quhill  at  the  last  thai  tuke  the  gyde  on  hand, 

But  ony  stop  thai  gart  thame  vnderstand, 

On  throw  the  firth  that  thai  suld  gyde  thame      1 1,695 

fne, 
Without  perrell  on  to  the  greit  mayne  se. 
Ane  vther  way  thai  had  than  in  thair  heid;  Lih.4,f.58b. 

Tha  thocht  rycht  weill  that  warit  war  the  deid  ^^  ^* 

To  drowne  thame  all  so  mekill  wrang  had  wrocht, 
Of  thair  awin  self  that  tyme  thai  raikit  nocht.   11,700 
The  saillis  all  thai  gart  thame  draw  to  top, 
Sayand  to  thame  that  thai  suld  find  na  stop 
In  all  that  firth  quhill  thai  war  passit  throw. 
Syne  as  the  fiude  begouth  for  till  reflow, 
Baith  bark  and  barge,  and  vtheris  grit  and  small,  11,705 
Quhair  that  the  perrell  grittest  wes  of  all, 
Tha  led  thame  in  with  musall,  fuk,  and  mane, 
Quhill  be  no  way  thai  mycht  retume  agane. 


1  In  MS.  that. 
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In  sindrie  pairtis  syne  about  that  brig, 

Of  stane  and  tymmer  strenthis  hes  gart  big,       11,740 

And  stuffit  thame  with  mony  weirmen  wycht. 

To  keip  that  brig  and  walk  vpone  the  nycht ; 

For  all  that  tyme  that  it  suld  tak  na  skayth 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  the  quhilk  that  thai  dred  baytb. 

Syne  with  his  ost  and  his  gydis  ar  gone,  ii,7i5 

Neirby  the  ftit  of  the  Mont  Grampione, 

Qohilk  callit  is,  befoir  as  it  wes  wont 

In  generall  ouir  all,  the  Scottis  Mont.  O^j  j 

Besyde  ane  flude,  vpone  ane  plesand  plane, 

Thair  he  tuke  purpois  for  to  remane.  ii,760 

How  THE  King  of  Pechtis  send  ane  Hebauld 
TO  Galdus,  and  schew  him  that  Agricola 

WES  CUM  OUIR  TaY. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  that  tyme  quhair  he  la 

With  all  his  lordis  in  Arestia, 

Qnhen  that  he  knew  rycht  weiU  and  vnderstude 

Agricola  wes  passit  ouir  the  flude, 

Ane  herald  sone  to  king  Galdus  he  send,  ii,766 

That  of  his  cuming  hes  maid  till  him  kend. 

And  qnhen  king  Galdus  sic  thing  vnderstude, 

Convenit  hes  with  ane  greit  multitude 

Of  mony  beme,  that  weill  durst  byde  thair  host, 

Fourtie  thousand  he  had  into  his  ost,  11,760 

Out-throw  the  mont  quhill  he  come  to  the  plane, 

Quhair  this  king  Garmard  that  tyme  did  remane. 

With  him  Gildo  he  had  that  samin  da, 

Neirby  the  place  quhair  that  the  Romanis  la. 

Quhen  that  tliir  princes  met  vpoim  the  plane,      11,766 

That  euerie  freik  wes  of  his    fallow  fane, 

In  counsall  all  togidder  syne  is  gone, 

Bayth  king  and  knycht  witht  vther  mony  one. 

Efler  lang  speiking  than  of  mony  thing, 

Amang  thame  all  this  nobill  Galdus  king,  ii,770 
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Wjrfe  nor  man,  freind  nor  ony  vther, 
*•  Ant  or  erne,  sister  or  ^it  bruther; 
*  Ane  man  to  flie  will  think  bot  lytill  rak, 
**  Qahair  na  man  is  to  speik  of  him  greit  lak 
**  Lo  quhair  tha  ly  includit  round  about  ii,806 

•*  With  wod  and  watter,  quhair  thai  may  nocht  win  out; 
**  Bot  at  om-e  will,  how  lang  that  euir  it  be, 
**•  Closit  thai  ar  in  oure  captiuitie. 
•*  Oure  goddis  hes  thame  festnit  in  ^one  band, 
**  At  thair  plesour  to  put  thame  in  oure  hand.     ii,8io 
**  I  tow  beseik,"  he  said,  ''with  greit  effect, 
*'  To  tak  na  terrour  of  lone  vane  effect 
**  Of'  glitterand  gold  that  ye  se  on  thair  geir, 
*'  Or  schynand  siluer  that  now  on  thame  thai  weir. 
**  ^one  ma  nocht   saif  thair  bodie  with  ane         11,816 

snude, 
"  Nor  ^it  dow  nocht  of  ws  for  to  draw  blude." 
Far  mair  he  said  na  I  will  now  reherss, 
So  longsum  wer^  to  me  to  put  in  verss. 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  thai  bemis  bald  and  stout, 
For  bljrthnes  than  thai  sang  all  with  ane  schout  11,820 
Into  that  steid  with  sic  ane  stalwart  stevin, 
Quhill  that  thair  noyes  rang  vp  to  the  he^dn. 
This  wes  thair  sang,  gif  I  richt  wnderstude  ; 
**  O  thow  flour  of  knychtheid !  O  thow  Galdus  the 

gude  ! 
**  Oure  law,  oure  lyfe,  oure  libertie  and  land,         ii,826 
"  Oure  hoip,  oure  heill,  is  all  into  thi  hand. 
"  Heir  we  beseik,"  tha  said,  "oure***  godis  all, 
That  thow  this  tyme  sa  fair  fortoun  befall. 
That  throw  tlii  strenth  and  greit  nobilitie, 
"  All  Albione  be  maid  for  to  leve  frie."  ii,830 

And  thus  thai  sang  in  mony  royall  rout, 
With  greit  laser,  and  mony  rycht  loud  schout.  • 


»  In  MS.  on.  I      »  In  MS.  now.  \    »  In  MS.  thair 


CROKICUS  OF  SCOTLAND.  379 


€t 


«( 
€€ 


^one  folk  fra  ws  lycht  oft  befoir  hes  fled,         11,866 
**  Quhairfoir  as  now  thai  neid  nocht  to  be  dred. 
one  blait  barbouris,  but  armour  and  but  geir, 
ut  wit,  wisdome,  or  prattik  into  weir, 
"  Far  *  eitb  tha  ar  now  at  this  tyme  to  win  : 
"  The  feild  is  ouris  or  we  battell  begin."  ii,870 

Of  this  talking  so  greit  enrage  thai  tuke. 
All  dred  and  dreddour  in  that  tyme  forsuik  ; 
But  ony  stop  siclyke  or  tha  wald  stint, 
Ala  ferce  to  fecht  as  fyre  out  of  the  flynt. 

How  Agricola,  seand  the  Albionis  of  sic 
Power,  arrayit  all  his  Men  within  ane 
Strentht. 

Agricola  quhen  he  [than]  vnderstude  11, 876 

The  Albionis  wer  of  sic  multitude, 

AiTayit  hes  his  men  within  ane  strenth 

Quhair  thai  mycht  ly  into  rycht  litiU  lenth, 

On  euerie  syde  quhair  tha  wer  out  of  dout 

Of  ony  battell  to  cum  thame  about.  ii,880 

This  king  Oaldus  thairof  did  him  begyle, 

For  euerilk  wrink  thair  hes  he  fimd  ane  wyle. 

He  set  his  feild  furth  on  ane  rowmar  plane, 

Quhair  euerie  grume  mycht  gang  vther  forgane; 

Ane  wyng  also  he  set  in  euerie  syde,  11,886 

With  thame  till  ga  rycht  mony  gudlie  gyde ; 

Syne  streikit  standartis  heiche  vpon  the  hevin. 

Of  trumpettis,  tabernis,  stalwart  wes  the  stevin. 

The  darione  clinkit  with  ane  mirrie  cheir, 

The  bugillis  blast  wes  hiddeous  for  till  heir.  11,890 

Thair  stryvand  stremaris  wrocht  all  of  greit  gold  wyre, 

Thair  browdin  baneris   flammand  like  the  fyre, 

Thair  pensallis  payntit  all  of  sindrie  hew, 

Agane  the  schyning  of  the  sone  thai  schew. 


»  In  MS.  For. 
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^  .And  crwell  counter  at  thair  cuming  maid. 
^  Tbe  bowmen  still  ^it  at  thair  bikker  baid, 
^  And  of  thair  schutting  lute  the  Romanis  feill       1 1,926 
Tha  maid  na  stynt,  but  out-throw  all  thair  steill, 
Qohill  that  the  schaftis  schuke  all  into  schunder, 
JJs  reid  as  roiss  the  blude  birst  out  wes  vnder.  ^ 
With  targis  braid,  and  mony  glitterand  scheild, 
The  Bomanis  rudlie  ruschit  in  the  feild.  ii,9dO 

ISie  bowmen  than  to  byde  it  wes  na  bute, 
Tlia  had  no  lasar  langar.for  to  schute, 
That  force  it  was  to  lat  thair  bowis  faw, 
With  buklaris  braid  brycht  brandis  out  to  draw ; 
And  faucht  so  lang  quhill  thai  wer  neir  con-        11,935 

foundit, 
Kony  war  slane  and  mony  deidlie  woundit. 
^air  waponis  waldin  war  nocht  worth  ane  myte, 
So  blunt  thai  war  on  basnet  wald  nocht  byte ; 
Leicht  as  ane  leif,  and  waldin  as  ane  wand. 
At  euenlk  straik  tha  faldit  to  thair  hand.  11,940 

How  King  Galdus,  seand  his  Archaris  in  sic 

DiSTRES,   SEND  THAME  RYCHT  BONE  SUPPLE. 

This  king  Galdus  persauit  that  ryclit  weill : 

Richt  stalwart  men  with  stiff  axis  of  steill, 

Buskit  for  battell  all  in  till  breith  hew, 

He  send  richt  sone  his  archearis  to  reskew  ; 

Quhilk  enterit  sone  into  the  thickest  thrang,         ii,946     Col.2. 

And  rappit*  on  quhill  all  the  ruvis  rang. 

At  that  counter  full  mony  Romane  knycht 

Vpone  the  land  full  law  wes  maid  to  lycht  ; 

With  greit  axis,  weill  grundin  of  hard  steill, 

Rycht  mony  knicht  tha  leirit  thame  to  kneill.       11,950 

The  speiris  lang,  that  wer  bayth  scharpe  and  squair, 

In  splendaris  sprang  aboue  thame  in  the  air ; 


I  In  MS.  rappandm 
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Helme  and  hewmont  wer  hewin  in  schunder, 

And  beid  and  haiss  all  hakkit  that  wes  vnder; 

Lymmis  war  lacbit  hard  of  be  the  kne, 

TT|i.ncbiH  wer  hewin  hingand  by  the  thie; 

Sydis  wer  schome  with  cruell  waponis  kene,         11,986 

Qubill  all  the  bowellis  birst  out  on  the  grene  ; 

CShowppis  wer  choppit  of  hard  be  the  chin, 

Baith  heid  and  [h]als  hewin  war  in  twyn ; 

The  brandis  brycht  batht  in  vthers  blude. 

Into  that  stour  so  stifflie  that  thai  stude.  11,990 

Wes  neuir  sene  with  na  heme  that  wes  borne 

So  fell  ane  fsiucht  fy ve  hundreth  teir  befoime  ; 

Nocht  into  Perss  with  knichtis  curious, 

Quhen  Alexander  slew  king  Darius ; 

No  tit  in  Troy,  quhen  that  the  ferce  Hector         11,995  Lib.4,f.60. 

Fechtand  wes  slane,  quhilk  wes  of  sic  honor ; 

Nor  ^it  in  Aphrik,  weill  I  wat  also, 

Quhen  that  the  Bomanis  seigit  Carthago. 

Oreit  Julius,  that  wes  of  Romanis  flour, 

In  till  his  tyme  stude  neuir  in  sic  ane  stour.        12,000 

The  Romanes  faucht  with  prattik  and  with  slicht, 

The  Albionis  with  strenth,  force  and  mycht. 

This  king  Galdus,  [quhilk]  wes  bayth  Strang  and  stout, 

Till  all  his  captanis  he  raid  round  about, 

And  till  his  men  quhair  tha  faucht  in  the  feild,  12,006 

Exhortand  thame,  quliill  thai  micht  waponis  weild. 

Think  on  thair  land,  thair  lyfe  and  Ubertie, 

And  of  the  Romanis  to  revengit  be. 

At  his  command  so  greit  cm*age  thai  tuke. 

That  euerie  beme,  quhill  he  his  i3rfe  mycht  12,010 

bruke. 
Into  that  feild  he  thocht  farair  to  de, 
Out  of  that  feild  ane  fute  or  he  wald  fle. 
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Stone  still  thai  fiiucht  fra  mome  at  hour  [of]       12,046 

nyne 
Quhill  that  the  sone  begouth  for  to  declyne  ;  Col.  a. 

And  quhen  tha  saw  the  da  wes  neir  hand  gone, 
With  greit  enrage,  and  sic  desyre  ilkone 
Of  ilk  partie  for  till  draw  vtheris  blude, 
Into  that  stour  so  stranglie  that  thai  stude,  12,060 

Greit  wounder  wes  other  till  heir  or  se, 
Sen  man  wes  maid,  of  sic  ane  mad  ^  mellie. 
The  Albionis  quhen  that  thair  wapynis  brak, 
So  laith  tha  war  that  tyme  to  tak  ane  lak, 
Togidder  ran,  als  round  as  ony  roit,  12,066 

And  thrang  thair  thowmes  in  the  Romanis  throt. 
The  laif  sidyke  that  fell  into  the  feild, 
Ypoun  the  Bomanis  quhair  that  thai  lay  keild, 
Then  with  thair  teith  thai  bait  thame  quhair  tha  la, 
So  greit  invy  at  thame  tha  had  that  da.  12,060 

Stone  still  tha  faucht  als  lang  as  tha  had  lycht, 
Quhill  da  wes  gone  and  cumin  wes  the  nycht ; 
Out  of  the  feild  neuir  ane  of  thame  wald  flie, 
Quhill  it  wes  lait  tha  mycht  na  langar  se. 
With  mekill  skaith,  but  ony  schame  or  lak,  12,066 

Than  ^  bayth  the  pairteis  passit  hes  abak ; 
Fra  tha  mycht  nocht  ane  freind  ken  be  ane  fa, 
That  causit  thame  out  of  the  feild  to  ga. 


TuENTiE  Thousand  war  slane  of  Albionis  and 
Danis,  with  thair  Captane  Gildo,  and 
XII.  Thowsand  Romanis. 

This  battell  wes  rycht  bludie  to  thame  bayth, 

On  euerie  syde  tha  gat  so  mekle  skayth ;  12,070 

Tuentie  thousand  that  worthie  war  and  wycht 

Of  Albionis  war  slane  that  samin  nycht ; 
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I>*or  Galdus  wes  that  tyme  so  full  of  cair  12,105 

IFor  gude  Qildo  that  thai  had  loiait  thair, 

And  mony  mo  that  mekill  wer  to  mene, 

The  bitter  teiris  birst  fra  baith  his  ene; 

For  than  his  mynd  so  mekill  than  wes  marrit, 

And  fo[r]  that  caus  the  feild  wes  than  deferrit,    12,110 

Quhill  efterwart  thair  strenthis  micht  renew. 

And  ^oung  childer  to  grittar  stature  grew. 

This  king  Galdus,  and  king  Garmard  also. 

With  euerilk  Dene  and  mony  vther  mo, 

Tha  tuke  the  mont  ane  lytill  forrow  da,  12,116 

And  all  the  laif  thai  gart  gang  hame  thair  wa ; 

Levit  part  into  the  feild  all  nicht, 

To  heit  the  fyris  and  gar  thame  bume  rycht  brycht, 

And  homis  blaw  all  nycht  quhill  it  wes  da. 

Syne  on  the  mome  that  thai  suld  cum  thair  wa.  12,120 

How  THE  ROMANIS  STUDE  ALL  NyCHT  VPONE  THAIB 

Feit  in  Array,  bydand  Battell  quhill  on 
the  morne. 

The  Bomanis  stude  all  nycht  into  the  feild, 

In  all  thair  armour  baith  with  speir  and  scheild. 

Into  gude  ordour  rayit  weill  at  richt, 

Bydand  battell  quhen  the  da  wes  licht. 

Syne  on  the  mome,  quhen  that  the  da  wes  cleir,  12,126 

Tha  saw  na  thing  about  thame  &r  or  neir, 

Man  or  beist  appeirand  thair  that  da, 

Bot  deid  bodeis  into  the  feild  that  la 

Thairof  the  Bomanis  tuke  rycht  sone  consait, 

That  that  wes  done  throw  tressone  and  dissait ;    12,180 

Trowand  king  Galdus  maid  all  for  ane  trane. 

Without  ordour  to  draw  [thame]  on  the  plane. 

And  vther  sum,  that  wes  no  tiling  agast. 

Stark  counsall  gaif  to  follow  on  thame  fast, 

Quhair  euir  thai  fled  that  thai  suld  foUouit  be^    12,186 

Trowand  that  tyme  for  feuenes  thai  did  fle. 

B  B  2 
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Fra  his  schippis  that  new  wer  cumin  hame, 

That  all  the  laif  wer  drownit  in  to  the  fame 

Be  greit  perrell  that  tyme  in  Pechtland  Firth, 

Trowand  throw  gydis  to  haif  gottin  girth ;  12,170 

Into  that  place  thair  wer  thai  perreist  all 

With  storme  and  streme,  with  mekill  wynd  and  wall ; 

And  how  thair  gydis  did  thame  all  begyle. 

That  thai  befoir  thame  fand  in  till  ane  yle, 

Evin  word  be  word  the  veritie  he  schew.  12,176 

Agrioola,  quMlk  changit  nocht  Lis  hew 

Na  countenance,  quhen  that  he  hard  that  tald. 

With  blumand  vult  vnabasit  rycht  bald, 

And  lauchand  luke,  as  he  hod  ailit  nocht, 

Rycht  litill  said  quhat  euir  wes  in  his  tbocht      12,180 

it  neuirtheles  he  thocht  into  his  mynd, 

'ortoun  to  him  wes  growand  rycht  vnkynd  ; 
So  mony  men  had  dround  vpone  the  se. 
And  mony  slane  befoir  at  the  mellie, 
He  dred  full  soir  efter  it  sould  be  war,  12,185 

Quhen  he  saw  Fortoun  faill  to  him  so  far. 
And  ^it  he  thocht  with  Fortoim  for  till  stryve, 
Rycht  mony  schip  agane  gart  grayth  belyue, 
With  men  and  meit  and  gydis   gude  ar  gone, 
Syne  set  thair  cours  about  all  Albione.  12,190 

The  wind  wes  fair  and  seruit  thame  rycht  weill, 
And  all  thair  gydis  bad  ane  fell  gude  feill ; 
Syne  throw  the  Ylis  saillit  nycht  and  da, 
Quhill  that  thai  come  in  sicht  of  Orkna, 
Throw  Pantland  Firth  to  row  and  saill  also,         12,196 
With  thair  gydis  than  wer  tha  maid  till  go. 
But  ony  perrell  tha  war  all  fred  rycht  fre. 
Syne  set  thair  cours  out-throw  the  greit  mayne  se. 
Quhill  eflerwart,  vpone  ane  vther  da, 

Thay  come  syne  quhair  thir  Danis  schippis  la;      12,200  Lib. 4, £61. 
They  tuke  the  best  than  at  thair  awin  desyir,  ^^  *• 

And  all  the  laif  thai  brint  in  till  ane  fyre. 
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And  thair  awin  self  than  with  no  man  set  by, 

18  the  causs  that  than  tha  half  invy.  12,230 

Bjrcbft  SB  the  sone  quhen  that  it  schynis  bricht, 
That  of  the  mone  obscuris  all  the  licht ; 
Bjdit  80  ane  man  of  vertew  and  gude  name, 
Of  vitions  men  obfukkis  all  the  &me. 
And  be  this  causs  ye  ma  rycht  weill  wit  quhy     12,286 
At  yertaoos  men  rycht  mony  hes  invy. 
Hub  same  exempill  that  ye  heir  me  sa, 
Maj  Weill  be  said  be  gude  Agricola, 
That  in  his  tyme  of  all  Bomanis  wes  flour, 
In  Albione  quhilk  conqueist  greit  honour,  12,240 

Onir  all  the  warld  as  it  wes  rycht  weiU  kend, 
The  quhilk  invy  brocht  till  sa  wratchit  end. 

How     DOMITIANUS      THE     EmPRIOUBE     SEND      FOR 

Julius  to  Rome,  and  syne  gart  slay  him 
WITH  Tressone. 

In  Bome  that  tyme  ane  emprioure  wes  than,  Col.  2. 

Qdhilk  to  his  name  wes  callit  Domitiane. 

And  quhen  he  hard  Agricolais  fame  12,246 

So  £ur  excellit  aboue  his  awin  name, 

That  tyme  in  Bome  and  vther  landis  by, 

Thairat  he  had  greit  malice  and  invy; 

And  thocht  rycht  sone,  gif  that  he  mycht  but  blame, 

For  to  distroy  this  Julius  and  his  fame.  12,260 

Ane  messinger  rycht  sone  he  to  him  send, 

Bycht  fen^etlie  with  hartlie  recommend, 

Commandand  him  that  he  sould  cimi  his  wa ; 

For-quhy  he  said  in  till  Asseria 

That  he  behouit  to  remane  and  duell,  12,266 

To  stop  that  land  that  it  sould  nocht  rebelL 

Sone  efter  syne,  quhen  that  he  come  till  Bome, 

As  all  men  knew,  be  Domitianus  dome 

He  poysonit  wes  but  ony  remeid, 

And  throw  invy  than  sufferit  hes  the  deid.  12,260 
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In  Gallia,  quhair  he  did  still  remane. 

And  ^it  sensyne  be  come  nocht  thair  agane. 

How  GALDUS,   HEIRA2a>  THE   DiSCORD   AMAXG   THE 
R03LiLXLS,    SPED    HM    TO    THE     FEILD    IX    ALL 

Hajst. 

Qnhen  this  discord  to  king  Galdas  wes  tald,  Lfl)L4^6iK 

Quhilk  all  Lis  tyme  wes  bellicois  and  bald,  ^^  *• 

He  tuke  na  rest  than  langar  to  remane,  is^29S 

With  all  Lis  power  passit  Les  riebt  plane 
Agane  tLe  Somanis  in  Arestia, 
With  all  thair  power  that  tyme  quLair  tLa  la  ; 
And  with  the  power  of  the  Pechtis  togidder, 
Bycht  sone  in  all  haist  thai  sped  thame  ba\'th     is,300 
sone  bidder. 

How  THE   ROMAMS,    SEAND   CXEO   SO    ABASIT    AND 
VNABILL  TO  THE  FeILD,  THA  CHESIT  AXE  VTHER 

xoBiLL  Max  callit  Cecyxeus,  the  Bruther 
Gecmaxe  of  Trabellio. 

Quhen  this  Cneo  hard  of  his  cuming  tald, 

Affrayit  wes  quhairfoir  rj'cht  mony  fald; 

For-quhy  he  knew  richt  weill  and  \Tiderstiide 

With  all  the  Komanls  he  wes  riclj[t]  weill  lude, 

And  for  that  caass  he  wes  in  sic  aliray,  12,305 

That  he  wist  nother  quhat  to  do  or  say. 

And  quhen  the  Romanis  saw'  him  in  tliat  stait^ 

So  blunt  ane  heme  so  baisit  and  so  Wait, 

Ane  vther  chiftane  haif  tha  chosin  than, 

The  bruther  germane  of  Trabellian.  ia,8io 

Ane  heme  he  wes  withoutin  ony  blame, 

Cyceneus  quhilk  callit  wes  to  name, 

And  he  rycht  sone  the  senteorie  forsuik : 

On  force  Cneo  till  cai)tane  than  tha  tuke. 


*  In  MS.  Aiirin. 


9d4  THE  BUIE  OF  THE 

And  or  tha  war  accordit  of  that  tluDg,  1S,81S 

Rydit  saddsnelie  tliat  nobill  GalduB  king 
Come  at  thair  band  witb  mekle  boist  and  schoir, 
And  all  his  bowmen  in  the  feild  befoir. 

How  THE   Kino  of  Scorns,  Oaldus,  ABRATir 
HDi  TO  THE  Feild  aganis  the  Bohajos. 
Witb  baneria  braid  displayit  vpon  hicht, 
Flommand  as  Pbebus  with  ane  leivand  lycbt,        ii^sae 
Thair  stiutlie  standertia  stikit  in  the  air 
Of  fyneat  gold  wer  all  ouir  &et  full  fair. 
The  scbabnea  schouttit  quhill  the  achawis  scbtiik; 
The  bnglis  blaat  reboundit  fra  the  bruke ; 
The  dajione  clynkit  quhill  the  rochis  rang,  I8,aa6 

And  aic  ane  sound  quhill  that  the  mavis  aang. 
Tbair  basnatis  brycht,  lyke  to  the  buriall  brycht, 
As  onj  siluer  ouir  the  schaw  tha  schone  ala  lydit. 
The  riche  Komams  in  thair  royall  weid. 
With  glitterand  gold  tha  glemit  as  on  gleid,        i9,sso 
With  mony  perle  that  poleiat  wer  perfite, 
And  diamantia  deir  mony  dantie  of  delyte. 
Thair  cot  armouris  wer  of  ane  hevinlie  hew. 
With  rubeis  reid  and  mony  aapheir  blew ; 
Moir  semelie  aicht  wes  neuir  aene  befome  ]i,su 

Into  thia  erd  sen  ony  man  wes  '   borne. 
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With  speiris  lang  syne  enterit  in  the  feild, 

So  scharp  thai  war  thair  sauit  thame  no  scheild ; 

Throw  all  thair  geir  that  glitterand  wes  ar  gone, 

Tha  maid  no  bald  quhill  thai  come  to  the  bone. 

The  crwell  Scottis  tha  war  bayth  stout  and  12,846 

Strang, 
Into  the  feild  quhair  thai  saw  thickest  thrang, 
Tha  ruschit  in  with  stif  axis  of  steill, 
And  mony  knycht  than  hadf  tha  maid  to  kneiU  ; 
And  mony  foimder,  and  mony  hes  gart  faw, 
Wes  none  so  big  of  thame  mycht  byde  ane  blaw.  13,860 
As  Fortoun  wald,  suppois  scho  fikkell  be, 
Ynstabill  als  without  stabilitie, 
Quhen  euir  scho  list  hir  counter  quheill  to  tume, 
Sum  for  to  lauch  and  vther  sum  for  to  mume ; 
Bycht  seindill  lang  scho  standis  in  ane  stait,         12,956 
Quhen  scho  will  tume,  suppois  that  it  be  lait, 
Scho  makis  ane  man  lycht  lawlie  for  to  lycht, 
Quhome  of  befoir  scho  set  so  hie  on  hicht. 
This  by  the  Bomanis  suithlie  I  now  say, 
Quhome  on  befoir  scho  lewche  sa  mony  day,         12,860 
And  now  fra  thame  scho  tumit  hes  hir  face, 
As  previt  weill  in  to  that  samin  placed 
So  lang  tha  faucht  thai  wer  confoundit  all, 
Mony  on  force  that  da  wes  maid  to  fall ; 
And  mony  one  vnto  the  deid  wes  dicht,  12,866 

And  all  the  laif  on  force  put  to  the  flycht. 
Cyceneus  in  to  that  stalwart  stonde, 
Into  his  bodie  buir  mony  werkand  wound, 
That  in  that  battell  no  langer  mycht  byde. 
That  force  it  wes  to  flie  into  the  tyde.  12,370 

The  Romanis  hartis  thocht  tha  war  neuer  so  hie, 
Tha  fled  Ukone  quhen  that  thai  saw  him  fle. 
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Into  tliair  teniis  tbat  tyme  quhair  tha  la^  12,395 

With  dansing,  singing,  mekill  sport  and  pla. 

The  trumpettis  blew,  the  bnglis  maid  greit  beir, 

With  schaknes  schill  and  mony  clarioun  cleir, 

With  lute  and  pype,  witht  harp  and  symphony, 

Mellifluat  than  wes  thair  menstrallie.  12,400 

Quhen  euerilk  ane  phiyit  in  ane  tune, 

Thair  melodie  ascendit  to  the  mone. 

The  madynis  come  in  mony  courtlie  ring. 

Sum  for  to  dance  and  vther  sum  to  sing. 

With  hevinlie  voice  that  courtlie  wes  and  cleiTy   12^405 

And  thus  tha  sang,  as  I  sail  schaw  ^ow  heir. 

How  THE  Madynis  and  all  vther  Wemen  maid 
Saxgis,  and  sang  in  the  Loving  of  Galdu& 

"  O  thow  Galdus,  the  flour  of  knychtis  all, 

"  That  is,  or  was,  or  in  this  warld  be  sail! 

"  Oure  auefald  fi'eind,  oure  force  and  oure  defence, 

"  Vnmensurabill  is  thi  magnificence.  12,410 

"  Invinsall  victour,  full  of  laud  and  gloir, 

**  Thy  nobill  name  thairfoir  sail  lest  euermoir. 

"  Oure  hoip,  our  heill,  hes  ay  bene  into  the, 

"  Oure  law,  oure  land,  oure  lyfe  and  libertie, 

"  Oure  strangest  strenth,  and  tour  inexpugnabill,  12,416 

"  With  greit  curage  quhilk  is  incomparabill. 

"  Loving  mot  be  now  to  oiu'e  goddis  all, 
And  thow  Fortoun  als  fair  mot  the  befall. 
So  blythlie  blenkit  on  Galdus  oure  king, 
And  makis  ws  with  sic  solace  to  sing."  12,420 

And  thus  tha  sang  all  nycht  ouir  till  da, 

With  greit  plesour  in  sporting  and  in  pla. 

Fra  mony  tempill  that  tyme  to  and  fra 

The  preistis  come  to  pater  and  to  pra ; 

On  buik  and  bell  thai  red  rycht  fast  and  rang    12,426 

SolempnitUe  thair  sacrifice  and  sang,  CoL  2. 
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Bycht  mony  tent,  and  proude  pal^eone  of  pryce, 

And  coistlie  clething  wrocht  at  all  devyce, 

Sic  as  the  Bomanis  vsit  for  till  weir, 

With  gold  and  siluer  and  mekle  vther  geir,  12,460 

With  all  kin  riches  maid  wes  in  the  mold, 

The  quhilk  wes  worth  than  fyve  milieoun  of  gold. 

For  all  the  riches  that  the  Bomanis  wan 

In  Albione  fra  mony  nobill  man, 

Tha  tjmt  it  all  into  that  samin  feild ;  12,46€ 

Ten  thousand  men  of  thame  that  da  wes  keild. 

How  Galdus  proclamit  that  all  Man  sould 

BE   REDDIE    ON    THE    ThRID   DAY    TO    FOLLOW 

THE  Bomanis. 

Decretit  wes  than  Myth  with  aid  and  ^ing, 

Proclamit  syne  with  gude  Qaldus  the  kmg, 

That  euerilk  man,  als  gudlie  as  he  may, 

Sould  reddie  be  sone  efler  the  thrid  day,  12,470 

Vpone  the  Bomanis  for  to  follow  rycht. 

But  ony  sujeome  other  da  or  nycht. 

To  baneis  thame  rycht  sone  out  of  thair  boundis,  Lib.4,£62b, 

Or  than  to  suffer  mony  werkand  woundis. 

And  syne  thai  passit  to  the  brig  of  Ta,  12,475 

The  Bomanis  biggit  as  ^e  hard  me  sa. 

And  fand  it  doun  quhair  thai  thocht  ouir  till  go. 

And  quhen  thai  saw  richt  weill  that  it  wes  so, 

On  to  Dunkeld  thai  tuke  the  narrest  way ; 

Betuix  tha  brais  on  the  watter  of  Tay,  12,480 

That  lay  richt  neir,  as  tit  is  for  to  se, 

Thair  ouir  the  watter  tha  maid  ane  brig  of  tre, 

Of  sic  greit  breid  that  other  thrie  or  four 

Ay  syde  for  syde  but  perrell  micht  pas  ouir. 

Sjme  ouir  tha  teid  sone  efter  on  ane  da,  12,486 

Quhill  thai  come  neir  hand  quhair  the  Bomanis  la. 
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oaour  bricht  and  cot  armour  weill  cled, 
ame  snmtyme  befoir  tlie  Romanis  bed, 
t  with  sapheir,  and  mony  targe  and  scbield, 
[uhilk  befoir  that  thai  wan  in  the  feild. 
lomanis  als  vpoun  the  tother  syde,  12,516 

baneris  brycht  and  proude  pynsallis  of 
de. 

jrfite  prent  all  wrocht  ouir  with  gold  wyre,  Coi.  2. 

Pbebus  {ace  thai  fiammit  as  the  fyre. 
mreall  hemes  of  thair  basnetis  brycht 
land  and  laik  illuminat  with  tliair  lyclit,    12,620 
trumpetis  blawand  all  of  sindi-ie  tune, 
at  thai  wer  evin  reddie  for  till  June, 
Qaldus  bowmen  in  the  feild  befoir 
)  scharplie  schot  the  langar  ay  the  moir ; 
wes  na  stufie  thair  steill  hames  ganestude,  12,525 
T  euir  thai  hit  tha  drew  rycht  mekle  blude. 
Leuius  quhen  he  persauit  that, 
)ut  lathin  he  maid  no  langar  lat ; 
[lomanis  all  that  mycht  ane  wapin  weild, 
felloun  force  lies  enterit  in  the  feild.  12,530 

at  counter  thair  wes  ane  rycht  loud  crak, 
a  bimeis  brisfc  and  all  thair  speiris  brak, 
mony  scheild  in  schunder  all  wes  schome, 
mony  heme  vpone  his  bak  wer  borne, 
mony  freik  wer  fellit  in  the  feild,  12,535 

mony  knicht  caldlie  thair  la  keild. 
itomanis  knew  it  micht  nocht  ellis  be, 
►ther  do  into  that  tyme  or  de, 
mak  debaifc  than  baldlie  with  thair  brandis, 
Jl  thair  help  than  stude  in  thair  awin  12,640 

idis, 

causit  thame  the  baldar  to  abyde. 
ybionis  als  on  the  vther  syde, 
aid  thai  wer  of  victorie  and  gloir, 
thai  had  wyn  into  the  feild  befoir, 

C  C 
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*"-  THE  BCTK   or  THE 

Thair  wes  na  wotmd  that  trme  myvfat  wirfc 

thame  wo. 
So  ferce  that  war  to  fi^clit  a^anls  ^mit  b. 
Bald  as  an«  botr  into  that  stoor  thai  stnde^ 
OnsatLtfeit  ay  of  the  Bonuuus  Uiidf^ 
Id  brich[t]  armour  and  mony  sair  aidteiltl. 
The  qohilk  befoir  thai  wan  into  the  ftilJ, 
And  panaia  proude  of  plavra  plait   of  ptTde, 
Quhairfoir  in  battell  tha  mydit  the  bett^  fagn 
Out  of  ttutt  stour  that  stalwert  ires  and  stm 
T)ie  Romania  fled,   quhilk  focLin  had  so  lang. 
To  OaliJoue  that  tyme  ba%'th  lea  and  moir. 
On  till  the  wod  quhair  thai  had  l^ne  befbtr. 
Within  ame  strenth  quhair  tlia  wer  vont  to  I; 
The  Albionis  fast  fnllowit  into  hy. 
And  left  thame  neuir  aU  lang  as   tha  had  lye 
Qiihill  da  wes  gone  and  cimiing  wes  the  nych 
Fyve  thousand  men,  as  my  author   did  sa. 
Of  the  Romnnis  wer  slane  thair  that  aime  da, 
Tn  that  battell  so  baltllie  thai  did  byde : 
Tua  thotLsand  als  vfone  the  vther  syde. 
This  king  Gcddu;9  Laid  in  the  feild  all  da. 
Syne  all  the  spulje  tuke  with  him  aws. 
And  eqiialUc  devj'iUt  tlianie  auiang. 


CBQKICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  408 

Ijid  vincust  bad  thame  twyiss  into  the  feild,       12,676 

Ijad  manfullie  richt  mony  thousand  keild ; 

rhe  laif  all  left  but  govemour  or  gyde, 

knd  wist  nocht  weill  thair  heidis  for  to  hyde. 

i*ra  euerie  pairt  quhen  tba  aic  thing  did  heir, 

To  king  Galdus  thai  come  baith  far  and  neir,       12,680 

With  greit  reward  and  thankand  him  also^ 

Qnlmr  euir  he  list  with  him  reddie  till  go, 

Agane  the  Romanes  to  revengit  be, 

Qohilk  lang  had  vsit  greit  crudelitie, 

Qohill  thai  war  baneist  &a  thair  boundis  haill,     12,686 

Or  than  Fortoun  sould  mak  thame  for  to  faill. 

Ouir  all  Britane  quhen  thai  hard  of  tliis  tell^ 

Agane  the  Romanis  baldlie  did  rebell, 

rraistand  thai  suld  thair  libertie  reskew. 

And  mony  Romane  in  the  tyme  tha  slew,  12,690 

rhe  nobiUis  all  that  duelt  in  Cambria, 

Tegen,  Comub,  and  als  Candalia, 

Rycht  copious  to  king  Galdus  thai  send 

Gk)ld  and  siluer  at  his  plesour  to  spend; 

And  hors  and  harnes,  and  all  vther  geir,  12^696 

That  ganand  wes  for  ony  man  of  weir, 

To  fortifie  him  in  his  querrell  gude. 

With  euerilk  wicht  so  weill  than  wes  he  lude: 

rraistand  by  him  richt  sone  that  thai  sould  be 

Ddiuerit  out  of  all  captiuite.  12,600 


How  THE  Romanis  send  in  Britane  to  Maw- 
r[i]us  for  Supplie,  and  was  denyft  that 
Tyme. 

In  this  same  tyme  the  Romanis  quhair  tha  la, 
Ane  servand  send  into  Britania 
To  Maurius,  the  quliilk  that  tyme  wes  king, 
That  schew  till  him  the  fassone  of  that  thing, 

0  c  2 


CROKICUS  OF  SCOTLAND.  40$ 

To  keip  this  kinrik  now  that  we  ar  in, 
And  sdiaip  ^ow  nocht  ma  landis  for  to  wyn : 
Or  dieid  lydit  sone,  wiih  mekill  lak  and  sdiame. 
And  grat  defiunyng  of  the  Romanis  name, 

"  That  all  the  Somanis  at  this  tyme  ilkone,        is^eio 

"  Be  exoll  maid  richt  fiur  fira  Albione.'" 


«« 


How    THE     BOIIANIS,    HEIRAXD    THE     AnSUER    OP 

Maurtus,  fob  Dreib  OF  Galdus  PASsrr  ix 
Salubia. 

Qnhen  this  ansaer  wes  to  the  Romanis  schawin, 

Tha  dred  lycht  soir  sone  till  be  ouirthrawin. 

Sidike  that  tyme  wes  tald  thame  be  ane  spy, 

Within  ten  myle  king  Galdus  wes  neirby,  12,060 

With  gieit  power  evin  comand  at  the  hand. 

But  ony  stop  or  ^it  without  ganestand 

Fia  Calidone,  quhair  that  the  Romanis  ia, 

Bycht  sone  thai  passit  to  Saluria. 

Saluriens  at  thame  had  sic  invie,  12,600 

Into  that  land  thai  durst  nocht  rycht  lang  ly, 

Bot  sped  thame  hyne  in  all  the  haist  tha  ma, 

Qohill  that  thai  come  on  till  Brigantia, 

To  Epiac,  quhilk  wes  ane  toun  of  strenth, 

And  thair  tha  la  at  greit  laser  and  lenth.  18,660 

How  Galdus  maid  ane  Proclamatioun  to  all 
Men  to  follow  him. 

In  this  same  tyme  king  Galdus  maid  a  cr}% 

That  euerilk  man  suld  sone  and  suddantlie 

Sone  reddie  be  weill  grathit  in  his  geir, 

And  ilk  woman  that  hames  docht  to  weir, 

Or  that  the  Romanes  sould  refreschit  be,  18,663 

And  out  of  Britane  to  get  mair  supple, 
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3ow  King  Galdus  straik  the  Thrid  Feitj)  with 

THE    ROMANIS,   AND    RYCHT    MONY    OF    THAME 
SLANE,   AND  PUT  THE  LATF  IN  StRENTHTIS. 

that  king  Galdus  licLtit  in  the  feild, 

mony  wicht  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 
baneris  braid  that  brodin  wer  full  bricht, 

glitterand  gold  as  ony  lantryne  licht,  19,700 

standartis  streikit  strak  vp  in  the  air, 

fynest  gold  wer  all  ouir  fret  full  fair; 
coit  armour  quhilk  wer  of  cullour  cleir, 

rubeis  reid  and  diamontis  so  deir, 

semelie  sapheir  as  tlie  siluer  schone,  18,706 

3t  with  perle  and  mony  pretious  stone ; 

breist  plait,  bimy,  as  the  bureall  bricht, 
ay  lanteme  lemit  all  of  licht 
farar  sicht  quha  had  bene  thair  to  sc, 
Sod  wes  borne  saw  neuir  man  with  ee.         ia,7lo 
Ibione  the  bowmen  big  and  bald, 
thousand  than  tha  wer  be  taill  weill  tald ; 

bowis  big  and  stringLs  that  war  teuche, 
fedderit  flanis  wald  flie  weill  aneuche,  CoL2. 

.hik  thai  flaw  as  ony  dewis  drop,  12,716 

w  all  thair  stuff  tha  maid  bot  litill  stop. 
Britis  than,  fi:a  Maurius  wes  send 
Brigance  the  Romanis  to  defend. 
It  thair  bak  vpoune  the  Romanis  than, 
come  till  Galdus  or  the  feild  began.  13,720 

'  at  the  Romanis  mony  lykit  ill, 
vther  sum  faucht  with  the  better  will, 

speiris  lang  syne  enterit  in  the  feild, 
ir  mony  targe  and  mony  schjrnand  scheild 
scheme  and  sched,  and  all  schaikin  in  12,726 

lunder, 

li  bla  and  bludie  breistis  that  wer  vnder. 
iralie  than  togidder  that  thai  thrist, 
speiris  brak  and  bii-neis  all  did  brist; 
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The  Albionis  syne  woik  qubill  it  wes  da 

About  the  place  quhair  that  the  Bomanis  la, 

In  till  all  pairt  quhair  neid  wes  round  about,       12,706 

In  that  beleif  that  neuir  ane  sould  win  out. 

Syne  on  the  mome,  quhen  it  wes  fair  da  lycht, 

The  Albionis  tha  raikit  on  full  rycht 

On  till  ane  wod  wes  neir  hand  by  besyid, 

And  mony  tre  tha  cuttit  in  that  tyde;  12,770 

Syne  mony  draucht  thai  drew  with  thame  awa, 

To  fill  the  fowseis  quhair  the  Bomanis  la, 

Syne  for  to  set  ane  seig  round  about.  Lib.4,f.64. 

The  Bomanis  saw  tha  stude  into  sic  dout, 

Bicht  sone  thai  set  ane  sing  ypoun  the  wall ;        12,775 

Syne  with  ane  voice  rycht  loud  furth  tham[e] 

did  call, 
Of  souerance  quhill  thai  had  said  sum  thing, 
Desyrand  than  for  to  pas  to  the  king, 
Beseikand  him  to  souer  than  and  ceis, 
Quhill  thai  cum  furth  and  speik  with  him  for      12,780 

peice. 
Qnhen  this  wes  tald  to  king  Oaldus  the  gude 
And  king  Qarmard  togidder  quhair  tha  stude, 
Sum  gaiff  counsall  nocht  to  heir  of  peice, 
Fra  blude  and  battell  neuir  for  to  ceis, 
Quhill  tha  had  wrocht  vpoun  thame  all  thair  will,  12,786 
To  thame  befoir  had  done  sic  skayth  and  ill ; 
Till  all  vther  it  sould  exampill  be 
To  conqueis  kinrikis  with  crudelitie, 
Ouir  all  this  warld  sa  mekle  wrang  has  wrocht, 
Withoutin  cans  so  lang  on  ws  hes  socht.  12,700 

Than  vther  sum,  of  mair  humanitie. 
Was  moir  courtas  without  crudelitie, 
That  counsall  gaif  to  heir  quhat  tha  wald  sa, 
And  syne  at  plesour  lat  thame  pas  thair  wa, 
Quhen  tha  had  hard  quhat  tha  wald  sa  thame      12,705 

till; 
Wirk  as  tha  wald  syne  efter  thair  awin  wiD, 
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Ypoun  ihair  felt  befoir  thame  for  till  stand. 

Than  ane  of  thame  that  tuke  the  speche  on  hand.  Col.  2. 

Into  the  presens  of  thame  all  ilk  man, 

As  I  sail  say,  he  hes  said  to  thame  than.  ia,8do 

How  THE  ROMANIS,  SITTAND  ON  THAIR  KnEIS, 
MAID  THAIR  OrESOUN  BEFOIR  THIR  TUA 
KiNGIS    FOR    MeRCIE   AND    GrACE. 


O  thow  Galdus,  of  all  knychtheid  the  flour, 
And  thi  colliggis  quhilkis  ar  of  hie  honour, 
**  How  can  thow  half  so  hie  honour  and  gloir, 
"  As  for  to  se  ws  standand  ^ow  befoir, 
"  Quhilk  victoris  wer  of  all  tlus  warld  haill,  12835 

"  That  Fortoun  now  hes  maid  so  far  to  failll 
"  Vnfein^eitlie  we  ar  befoir  ^our  face, 
"  Bycht  &ne  this  tyme  to  ask  mercie  and  grace. 
**  How  can  ^e  haif.  ane  grittar  honour  now, 
"  And  ^our  successioun  rycht  lang  efter  ^ow,       12,840 
"  With  greit  blythnes  also  till  all  ^our  Ian, 
"  To  se  ws  heir  quhilk  all  this  warld  hes  wyn; 
'*  The  nobill  Roinanis  lyand  vnder  ^our  feit, 
"  So  piteouslie  on  ^ow  for  mercie  greifcl 
"  We  grant  ^ow  weill  that  we  haif  done  ^ow      12,945 

wrang, 
"  Persewand  ^ow  but  ony  cans  sa  lang, 
Quhill  now,"  he  said,  "  that  oure  fortoim  is  past, 
And  goddis  ws  als  hes  liohlyit  at^  the  last, 
Aganis  quhome  is  na  power  may  stryfe. 
In  ^our  handis  is  baith  oure  deith  and  lyfe;     12,850 
"  Victoris  ^e  ar,  and  ma  wixk  as  je  will, 
"  As  plesis  ^ow  this  tyme  to  put  ws  till." 
And  syne  all  four  fell  doun  befoir  thair  feit, 
Quhen  this  wes  said,  and  piteouslie  did  gi-eit ; 

>  In  MSi  (Ui 
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"  Now  ar  ye  vincust  thryss  into  plane  feild, 

"  And  mony  thousand  of  ^our  men  als  keild ; 

"  ^our  self  cbaiasit  onir  mony  moss  and  mure      12,886 

Into  na  place  can  sicker  be  or  suir ; 

QubiU  ye  ar  fane  ricbt  law  befoir  oure  feit, 
**  Vpouji  tour  kneis  to  ask  mercie  and  greit, 
'*  Beseikand  ws  rycbt  puirlie  witb  pitie 
*'  Of  tour  mischeif  tbis  tyme  to  baif  mercia  12,890 

How  can  Foi-toun  gif  jow  a  grittar  fall, 

Witb  sic  exempill  to  this  warld  all. 

In  tyme  till  cum  mair  mercifuU  to  be 
**  In  the  vsing  of  jour  auctoritie  ? 
"  Ricbt  mony  of  ws  present  in  this  place,  12,896 

"  Decretit  bes,  without  mercie  or  grace, 
'*  2ow  and  jour  power  to  distroy  to  nocht^ 

For  the  greit  wrang  to  ws  that  ye  baif  wrocht ; 
Till  all  this  warld  it  sould  exempill  be 
'*  In  tyme  till  cum  of  jour  crudelitie,  12,900 

That  euerilk  man  may  vnderstand  and  knaw, 
How  ye  baif  wrocht  agane  ordour  of  law. 
2it  neuirtbeles  we  will  moir  gentill  be 

**  To  jow  this  tyme,  and  fullar  of  petie, 

Gif  it  plesis  Jow  thir  pointis  to  fulfill,  12,905 

As  ye  baif  said  quhilk  we  sail  put  tow  till. 
"  Into  the  first,  to  pas  out  of  oure  landis, 
*'  And  all  the  strentbis  ye  baif  in  jour  handis 
*'  To  leif  thame  all  this  tyme  bayth  les  and  moir, 
And  all  the  riches  till  ws  agane  restoir,  12,910 

That  ye  baif  tane  ouir  all  bayth  far  and  neir, 
"  To  ws  agane  with  pledge  and  presoneir. 
*'  And  secundlie,  to  sweir  befoir  ws  all, 
"  For  ony  thing  that  efter  may  befall, 
"  Never  moir  agane  for  to  invaid  oure  land ;        12,915 
"  And  als  with  ws  for  to  mak  ane  band, 
"  And  we  with  jow  sidyke,  to  leve  in  peice, 
"  Fra  this  tyme  furtli  all  weiris  for  till  ceiss. 
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"  In  gude  freindsclup  witlioutin  ony  fo." 
Witli  this  ansuer  tliai  take  thair  leve  till  go        is^ 
Vnto  the  laif  that  lay  within  thair  strenth, 
And  word  by  word  thai  schev  thame  all  at  lenth. 
Quh«n  the  Bomanis  had  bard  oa  thai  hajf  tald. 
Content  thai  war  thairof  baitli  xouug  and  aid ; 
And  Byne  to  thir  kingis  come  furth  into  plane,    18,MI 
And  all  that  thing  rehersit  hes  agane, 
Ilk  word  by  word  befoir  as  I  tow  achew, 
To  keip  promit,  and  in  all  thing  be  trow. 
On  baitli  the  sydia  Bwome  thair  till  also, 
Syne  tuke  thair  leif;  the  Komania  for  till  go        iHfito 
To  Maurius,  that  king  wes  of  Britane, 
In  Xotk  schyre  quhilk  wes  remoDond  than. 
Seztie  thouaajid  eum  tyme  by  taill  weiU  tald, 
Agricola,  quhilk  wes  bayth  big  and  bald, 
C<i  s.    He  broclit  with  liim  rycht  iar  in  to  the  north,    u,s3< 
Quhen  he  come  first  attouir  the  watter  of  FortL 
Tuentie  thousand  or  thair  about,  few  ma, 
2eid  hame  agane  out  of  Brigantia. 
The  laif  wer  slane  in  Galdus  weur  ilkone, 
Except  BO  few  in  Britane  syne'  ar  gone.  i9,Ma 

Syne  land  and  strentli  agane  thai  did  reetoir, 
Fra  Scot  and  Pecht  that  thai  hod  win  befoir: 
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Tliy  strange  acquentance  is  ay  to  mak  of  new, 

Thy  feinteit  face,  of  mony  diueriss  hew,  12,960 

With  heviulie  visage  sum  tyme  amiabill. 

And  lauchand  luke  so  dulce  and  delectabill, 

With  amorus  ene,  as  ony  cristall  cleir, 

Blenkand  so  blythlie  with  ane  balmy  cheir: 

Syne  .in  les  space  nor  twynkling  of  ane  ee,  12,955 

Crabit  as  Satume,  full  of  crudelitie, 

With  attrie  visage  droppand  full  of  sweit, 

With  glowrand  ene  and  gimand  gammis  gi'cit, 

With  busteous  browis  glowmand  on  liir  brie, 

With  lyoun  luke  richt  awfuU  for  to  se ;  12,000 

And  thus  thow  changis  all  tyme  as  thow  will, 

Neuir  in  ane  stait  can  stabill  be  and  still, 

Quhen  euir  thow  list  the  counter  quheill  to  turne. 

Sum  for  to  lauch  and  vther  sum  for  to  murne, 

Sum  for  to  fall,  sum  to  felicitie,  12,965 

Sum  till  plesance  and  sum  till  povei*tie. 

Sum  to  greit^  welth,  sum  to  greit  wretchitnes, 

Ay  as  scho  list  sclio  gydis  moir  and  les. 

Thair  is  no  leid  this  day  levand  on  lyve, 

Tha[t]  ma  haif  strenth  agane  hir  for  to  stryve,    12,070 

Or  ^it  wisdome,  or  sic  subtilitie. 

Of  hir  all  tyme  that  ay  ma  sicker  be, 

Bot  suffer  ay  and  wait  the  tyme  and  place, 

Or  cast  the  neuir  to  cum  in  till  liir  grace. 

By  the  Romanis  weill  ma  be  said  sic  thing,  12,975 

And  gude  Galdus  of  Scotland  that  wes  king, 

Tliat  Fortoim  maid  so  lang  abject  to  be, 

And  set  the  Romanis  on  liir  quheill  so  liie ; 

Syne  suddantlie  scho  maid  thame  for  to  fall, 

With  greit  confusioun  of  thair  stait  royall,  12,080 

Fra  Weill  till  wo  richt  law  scho  gart  thame  lycht, 

And  king  Galdus  syne  set  als  far  on  hiclit; 


^  In  MS.  greith. 
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The  pepill  all  met  him  by  the  way,  i3,oi5 

With  dansing,  singing,  with  greit  sport  and  play. 

Thair  sangis  all  that  tyme  that  tha  did  sing, 

Was  in  the  loving  of  gude  Galdus  the  king. 

"  Welcum,"  thai  said,  "  of  all  knichtheid  the  flour, 

"  Oure  stalwart  strenth,  strangest  in  euerilk  stour,  13,020 

**  Oure  govemour  and  als  oure  gratious  gyde, 

*'  The  worthiest  in  all  the  warld  so  wyde ! 

**  The  riche  Romanes  proude  of  imperiall, 

"  Thocht  thai  war  victouris  of  this  warld  all, 

"  Thow  hes  vincust  for  all  thair  strenth  and        13,025 

mycht, 
"  And  manfullie  reskewit  tlii  awin  richt ; 
"  And  all  thi  pepill  [out]  of  bondage  brocht, 
"  Full  deir  ws  all  with  thi  blude  thow  hes  bocht." 
Ryeht  so  thai  sang  with  plesand  vocis  eleir, 
On  lute  and  haq)  playand  with  mirrie  cheir ;        13,030 
Quhair  euer  he  come,  ather  be  nycht  or  da, 
With  sic  solace  thai  met  him  by  the  wa. 

How  ILL  DISPOSIT  PeRSONIS  WALD   HAIF  PUT  Dis- 
CORDE  BETUIX  THE   SCOTTIS  AND  THE  PeCHTIS. 

In  this  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Ane  greit  discord  rycht  suddantlie  thai[r]  fell 

Betuix  the  Scottis  and  the  Peehtis  than,  13,035 

Be  the  fals  counsall  of  ane  wickit  man. 

Seand  greit  apperance  of  peice  to  be, 

Dreidand  full  soir  that  he,  and  sic  as  he, 

HaifTand  na  way  to  wirk  and  to  wyn  geir, 

Nor  to  be  tretit  bot  in  land  of  weir,  13,040 

In  land  of  peice  kennand  he  culd  do  nocht.  Col.  8. 

Quhairfoir  richt  sone  ane  subtill  way  hes  soeht. 

Betuix  the  Scottis  and  the  Peehtis  land, 

Vpoun  the  bordour  by  ane  litill  strand, 

Ane  rycht  small  pece  that  lang  tyme  had  lyne  ley,  13,045 

For  rycht  thaii*of  he  raisit  hes  greit  pley, 

D  D 
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He  oi  V   ^  ^lUi  =w£iG  K-«t  and  aeboir, 

X::ii  ^r«£i  i5k<;<^  ue  ki^ar  »y  the  moir. 

"Hir  kir^p:?  tuhiL  &»  Unt  thai  knev  the  nio^ 

Is  Oii^i'.-cie  vod.  at  fM  day  and  place;  u^ 

"ntur  tiEi'  t^ai  met  togidii^  ting  and  kiiig, 

And  ia^iasUi^  ccMiUent  all  that  thing. 

^nae  c^ibm  thai  knev  it  of  «o  litiU  avail], 

A&l  be?  lisi  foa-i  that  first  gan  nuk  that  bfll, 

Vtv^:^  iz^  galWui  hes  him  maid  to  de;  l^li 

Ani  alZ  iM  lai:'  in  that  forth  to  leif  in  le, 

Xe~^  xTie  ag:ane  fsU  eft^r  vther  grei£ 

Sy^^  si^  *•   ti^^  ti»:  sime  tyme  tnke  thair  l»»t 

Qzi^n  :bvi  ^ykii  n^.^  langar  to  temaae. 

WI:i£  all  thair  ::-nii3  passit  hame  agane.  u,on 

LaiU  ei^^r  tbi;  lhi$  oohiQ  GaJdoa  king 

Iq  r<?Lv  arid  res!  mivy  da  did  ring. 

Be:  -ruiw^art  «-eir  or  ony  inwart  wrai^. 

Oiir  ^1  the  varSd  the  nuuoor  of  him  ran^ 

H:~  kniohTiie  name  amuig  thame  so  did  spmd,   is^ait 

With  t.ier>  lasa  in  gtvi:  htrnour  wea  bed; 

In  t-verie  land  he  wes  of  s;o  T^aloar, 

Ca'ii;  hi  wes  >:-f  s!!  the  warld  the  flour. 
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_.^Ae  quhilk  Hector  liad  at  his  gyding  liaill, 
"  Jfsk  ferlie  wes  tboclit  scindill  he  siild  faill.  13,080 

I^Jreit  Alexander,  ouir  all  the  warld  that  rang, 
""'iio  multitude  had  of  the  Greikis  stranor, 
*'  l^iih  promptitude  and  prattik  into  weir, 
'''Bycht  circumspect  in  nothing  for  to  leir, 

BBa  portie  ay  wes  equall  or  than  les,  13,086 

'^  And  he  him  self  wist  neuir  of  no  distres; 
' '  Fortoun  his  freind  as  all  man  knew  rycht  weill, 

Scho  festnit  him  so  fast  vpone  hir  quheill, 

Qohair  euir  it  tumit,  other  hie  or  law, 

So  sicker  sat  that  he  myeht  neuir  faw ;  13,090 

Throw  hir  fauour  thus  myeht  he  neuir  faill, 

Quhat  wounder  wes  how  oft  he  did  prcvaill  ? 

Als  Julius,  sa  ofb  greit  honour  that  he  wan. 

At  his  command  had  mony  nobill  man, 

Of  thair  knawledge  quliilk  wer  incomparabill,       13,096 

Off  micht  and  riches  als  inestimabill ;  Lib.4,f.65b. 

Qnhairfoir  it  wes  inpossibill  to  be,  ^*-  ^• 

That  he  sould  tyne  in  ony  jeopardie. 

Bot  gude  Qaldus,  his  power  wes  so  puir. 

Small  wes  the  kinrik  that  he  had  in  cuir,  i3,ioo 

Without  riches  of  hors,  harncs  and  geir, 

But  policie  or  prattik  into  weir. 

And  als  thairwith,  as  my  author  did  wryte, 

His  pairtie  wes  of  power  infinyte 

Of  men  and  money  in  that  tyme  vntald,  13,106 

For  all  this  warld  thai  weild  it  as  thai  wald ; 

Tbair  honour  than  wes  far  aboue  all  vther. 

Dame  Fortoun  als  wes  ay  thair  foster  mother.' 

Quhat  farlie  wes  thocht  Galdus  sufferit  pane, 

Quhen  strenth  and  Fortoim  baith  wer  him  agane  ?   i3,iio 

Dalie  with  thame  into  greit  stryfe  he  stude, 

Bycht  mony  ^eir  with  mort  battell  and  blude. 


*  These  last  six  lines  should,  apparently,  precede  line  13,099. 
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He  tuke  his  leif  and  bad  thame  all  gude  nycht.  18,145 

For  wo  of  him  thair  weipit  mony  knycht, 

And  mony  ladie  quhit  as  quhalis  bane^ 

The  lordis  all  and  commonis  als  ilkane. 

Syne  till  his  graif  thai  haif  him  grathit  sone, 

With  all  honour  sould  till  ane  king  be  done;       13,160 

With  sence  and  singing,  and  sic  sacrifice, 

Solempnitlie  as  that  tyme  wes  the  gyiss. 

The  lordis  all,  as  to  thair  cheif  and  held,  Cul.  2. 

So  greit  honour  did  him  efter  his  deid, 

Tha  landis  all  callit  Brigantia,  13,165 

Efter  his  name  is  callit  Qaldia. 

So  that  his  name  most  knychtlie  till  advance, 

Sail  euer  remane  in  till  rememberance, 

To  signifie  efter  to  euerie  man, 

Into  that  place  the  Romania  last  he  wan ;  13,160 

As  ^e  ma  reid  quha  lykis  for  to  luke. 

Loving  to  Qod,  heir  endis  the  ferd  buke. 


How  LUGTATUS,  THE  SONE  OF  NOBILL  GaLDUS,  WAS      Lib.  5. 

crownit  efter  the  Deith  of  his  Father, 

QUHOME  OF  AIX  THE  LORDIS  AND  PePILL  WAR 
REJOSIT,  TRAISTAND  THAT  HE  SOULD  FOLLOW 
THE    TrED    of     his    FATHER  ;    [OF]     QUHOME 

sone  efter  thai  war  all  begylfr. 

Liber  5. 

Efter  the  deith  of  nobill  Galdus  king, 

Lugtat  his  sone  succeidit  to  his  ring. 

I  schame  rycht  sar  the  suith  of  him  to  tell,  13,105 

So  crewell   wes,  baith  furious  and  fell. 

Thre  iU  vices  in  his  persone  did  ring, 

Contagious  are  for  ony  prince  or  king; 

Full  couetous,  and  greit  crudelitie, 

Bycht  lubrius  and  full  of  licherie.  13,170 


\ 


il  ho  wn 

r^0  W  and  thn  to  mmm  pttt  mU  to  noebl 
w  ^  A^  vBiU  ^  vcs  thai  mnur  ttiie  irmi 
g^B^it  &•  Us  tekcr  »  far. 
f^^^aK  lbs  kcC*  had  ijrfat  gr^ii  dt»pTt« ; 
jL^  br  u&  «ii  ihaiiiJ  qnka  bad  Ute  wyto, 
I^Q  fw^ne  use  nninnnTl  thalr  gart  call, 
o^Mis  ^ittg  >b1  Wp£s  bee  coavemt  all. 

Ho*  vex.  Lo«DB   or   Sootiaxd   is  ] 
AS&   CocxsiU.  \ccrsrt   thjlik   Ki 
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syne  witli  that  bricht  brandis  out  tha  drew, 
ir  suddantlie  this  Lugtatus  thai  slew, 
all  his  counsall  standand  at  his  bak;  id,806 

tnd  thai  maid  as  worthie  wes  to  mak. 
the  thrid  ^eir  efter  of  his  ring, 
'68  the  end  of  this  Lugtatus  king, 
his  counsall  misgydit  hym  so  far. 
x>unsall  is  that  all  sic  like  be  war,  id,2io 

cuming  ar  of  sic  sempiU  degrie, 
ing  or  prince  ane  counsallor  to  be  ; 
Euid  tha  do,  traist  weill  tha  will  noclit  chaip 
le  ane  deid,  or  than  de  in  ane  raip. 
ane  king  sould  ay  be  circumspect,  13,216 

roid  sic  thing  sone  stryik  him  in  the  nee, 
n  he  hes  nother  tjrme  nor  space  to  fle  : 
•foir  in  tyme  be  war  of  sic  folic. 
oa  Weill  wit,  and  he  rycht  wnderstude, 
esour  is  to  euerie  man  of  gude,  13,220 

n  that  thai  se  thair  prince,  or  ^it  thair  king, 
^de  him  self  in  ony  kynd  of  thing, 
[uhy  ane  seiknes  that  is  into  the  heid, 
out  the  soner  that  it  get  remeid, 
lUB  the  seiknes  fra  the  heid  to  slaik,  13,225 

memberis  all  will  rycht  sone  tyne  and  traik. 
t  so  it  is  quhen  other  prince  or  king, 
ik  sould  be  heid  and  rewllar  of  his  ring, 
him  self  and  he  misgydit  be, 
realme  can  nocht  leif  in  tranquillitic ;  13,230 

rith  his  lordis  in  till  ane  effect, 
le  of  vther  all  thair  tyme  suspect, 

greit  abusioun  ay  amang  the  best, 
1  thair  tyme  withoutin  pece  or  rest, 
•foir  ane  king  sould  ay  at  counsall  be  13,235 

ten  of  gude  quhilk  war  of  equitie, 

conscience  knew  to  execute  the  law, 
keip  justice  for  other  before  aw ; 
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And  noctit  in&ct  him  vitti  ac  fids  oyoe 

Quliilk  bee  no  knsvledge  bot  of  cartia  and  dyce,  l^w 

To  drink  mod  dance,  and  fb  -  to  play  the  ful^ 

Quhilt  all  thair  tyme  wer  trovanis  at  the  ecailL 

I  prtr  to  JestL  {<x  his  wonndis  fyve, 

To  keip  cure  lung  this  da  le\'and  oa  lyve, 

And  (veDt  his  paaaonn  in  his  mynd  rycbt  deip,  u^ 

Oyfihnd  him  grace  this  counsall  for  io  keipt 

In  this  mater  no  moir  I  vill  remane, 

Bot  to  my  purpois  pas  I  will  agane. 


How    THE     DOCHTEB     SOSB    OP     QaLDUS,     CiUIf 

MoGuxrs.  WES  CHowKiT  Kufo  OF   ScoTin 

EFTER  THE   DeID   OF   LcOTATtm. 

0«L  s.    Qohea  Lugtatos,  as  ;e  haif  hard  me  tell. 

Into  Ewone  sic  aueotare  b^ell ;  l^M 

Ane  Dobill  num  wes  callit  Mc^alluB, 

Wes  dvichter  sone  to  worthie  king  Galdus, 

Aod  laui-hfull  air  also  to  that  ring, 

Crownit  he  ires  of  Scottis  to  be  king. 

Ill  hi^  l>eg}-iuiyng  gratlous  wes  and  gude,  i^w 

Weill  louit  als  with  all  tbe  nobill  blnde. 

Ami  preissit  hes,  the  langar  ay  the  moir. 


CR0KICLI8  OF  SCOTLAND.  425 

Disiroyaris  into  Logtatus  tyme 

Aocusit  hes  committaris  of  sic  cryme ;  13,270 

Quhair  thai  war  fund  in  ony  toun  or  steid, 
Without  delay  gart  put  thame  all  to  deid. 

How  THE  Kino  of  Pechtis  send  to  Mogallus 
for  sufplie  aganis  the  romanis  and  the 
Britis. 

In  this  same  tyme  that  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir, 

To  Mogallus  thair  oome  ane  messingeir 

Fra  king  of  Pechtis,  quhilk  did  him  wnderstand    18,275 

How  that  the  Romanis  come  into  Pechtland, 

And  Britis  baith  with  thair  power  in  ane, 

And  of  his  men  had  mony  slane  and  tane ; 

Quhilk  petiouslie  that  did  liim  than  imploir 

Of  his  supplie  for  the  kyndnes  befoir,  13,280 

And  band  also  betuix  thame  lang  had  bene 

Ynmaculat  on  to  that  day  ay  clene. 

How  Mogallus  promittit  Help  to  the  King  of 
Pechtis  incx)Ntinent. 

Off  this  desyre  Mogallus  wes  content, 

And  suddanelie  thairto  gaif  his  consent. 

Sayand  richt  sone  he  sould  send  him  reskew,      13.286 

Bot  first  he  thocht  the  Romanis  till  {)ersew, 

Requyrand  thame  than  to  keip  thair  band 

Tha  maid  till  Galdus  in  Brigantia  land, 

And  all  the  spul^e  also  les  and  moir 

That  tha  had  tane  agane  for  till  restoir,  13,290 

With  sic  plesure  as  he  thocht  than  first  to  pruve. 

Or  he  sone  wald  weir  or  battell  muve,  Lib.6,f.r.6b. 

To  mak  it  knawin  till  all  the  warld  haill,  ^'"*-  ^• 

Tha  suld  be  first  that  sould  begin  to  faill. 

In  that  same  tyme  come  fiirth  of  Gallia,  13,296 

Quhilk  callit  wes  befoir  Brigantia, 
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To  Mogallus  ane  nmn,  the  (juhilk 
How  that  the  Romanis  cumin  vei 
"Within  tiiair  boundis  tlaat  wer  la 
Biiytli  brint  and  slew  and  ryclit  g 

maid. 
Of  tha  tytiiandes  Mogallus  lykit  il 
^it  neuirtlieles  he  garb  tliame  thai 
Into  that  piacG  with  him  for  to  n 
Quhiil  that  he  hard  quliat  ansner 
The  messiiiger  has  tane  his  leif  an 
Without  tarie  is  passit  to  Lundooi 
Quhair  Luciiis  Antonius '  than  la, 
Tliat  legat  wes  of  all  Britania ; 
And  schew  till  liim  his  criddens  It 
Fra  end  till  end  as  I  haif  said  be 

Of  the  ltcutlie  Ahsuer  ■ 
TO  Mogallus,  the  Ki* 
IIeiuld. 

This  Lucius,  that  busteous  wes  an 
Befoir  thame  all  quhcn  thir  tyder 
Lichtlie  he  leiiche  with  greit  beth 
And  Sent  Jiiid  Fi'cbt,  he  siiid,  had 


ti 
it 


cnONICLlS  OF  SCOTLAND.  427 

How  THE  ScoTTis  Herald  schew  uis  Ansuer 

BEFOIR  THE  KlNQ  AND  ALL  HIS  LORDIS. 

With  this  ansuer  the  herald  passit  hame,  13,326 

Qahen  he  hes  hard  the  caus  of  that  reclame ; 

And  tuke  na  rest  that  tyme  for  to  remane 

Quhill  he  come  hame  into  Scotland  agane. 

Befoir  the  lordis  and  the  kingis  grace, 

Fra  end  to  end  he  schew  thame  all  the  cace.        13,330 

And  quhen  the  king  hes  hard  the  haill  maneir, 

He  said  agane  as  I  sail  schaw  low  heir : 

'*  Heir  I  tak  witnes  of  our  godis  all, 

*•  Quhat  efterwart  may  hapin  or  befall, 

"  Now  at  this  tyme  that  we  be  nocht  mensworne,  13,336 

"  Nor  brek  no  band  that  Galdus  maid  beforne 

To  the  Romanis  to  wirk  no  violence ; 

For-quhy/'  he  said,  "  it  is  in  oure  awin  defence, 
'•  That  force  it  is  now  at  this  tyme  to  be,  q^^i  2, 

'*  So  greit  injure  that  thai  haif  done  to  me.  13,340 

'*  O  te  goddis,  ^our  grace  heir  I  beseik, 
"  As  te  ar  just,  richt  mercifull  and  meik, 
"  That  all  the  pencil  at  this  tyme  and  pliclit, 
"  And  sword  of  vengeance  also  on  thame  licht, 

That  maid  the  fait  and  first  begouth  to  faill ;  13,346 

And  als  siclike  te  caus  thaoie  till  prevaill 

Quhilk  innocent  and  sa  ikies  in  this  tyme. 

And  puneische  thame  committit  lies  the  cry  me  I" 

« 

How  MOGALLUS,  IIEIRAND  SIC  AnSUER  FRA  Lu- 
CIUS,  INCONTINENT  RAISIT  HIS  ArMIE  AND 
PASSIT  TO   RESIST  HIM. 

Qulien  this  wes  said  as  I  haif  paid  ^ow  till, 

No  moir  as  than  he  said  bot  lield  him  stilL  13,350 

Sone  efter  syne  proclamit  with  ane  cry, 

Tliat  euerilk  man  suld  reddic  be  in  hy. 
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"  And  vincust  thame  thryss  into  feild  agane^ 

^  Quhair  fourtie  thousand  of  thair  men  wes  slane  ; 

"  Syne  all  the  laif  thow  maid  at  thi  command     13,386 

*'  With  thair  lyuis  rycht  fane  to  leue  the  land ; 

"  I  the  beseik,  sen  thow  art  da  and  nycht 

"  Familiar  with  oure  godis  of  raycht,  Lib  5,f.G7. 

*'  As  thow  wald  with  thame  ma  wirk  thi  will, 

"  Tak  tent  till  ws  now  cumyng  heir  the  till;       13,800 

"  In  thair  seruice  committit  neuir  ane  cryme, 

"  Quhilk  louit  the  so  weill  into  thy  tyme, 

**  Into  this  tyme  oure  aduocate  to  be, 

"  Befoir  oure  godis  in  thair  majestie  : 

"  That  thai  ma  grant  ws  of  thair  speeiall  grace   13,895 

**  The  victorie  in  till  all  tyme  and  place." 

The  laiff  siclike,  quhair  tha  stude  roimd  about, 

Bayth  ^oimg  and  aid,  with  mony  cryand  schout, 

On  gude  Galdus  thai  cryit  loud  on  hicht, 

Beseikand  him  for  to  defend  thair  licht.  13,400 

How  THE  DrEWEDES   AND  THE  WeMEN  THAT  WAR 
WiCHIS    WARNIT  THE    ROMANia 

The  wemen  syne,  quhilk  war  rycht  perqueir 

Of  negromancie  aneuche  wes  than  to  leir, 

And  Drewedes  with  bibill,  bell  and  buik, 

Haldand  thair  handis  to  the  hevin  and  luik, 

Witht  cruell  cursing  and  with  cummerance  13,406 

Thair  wareit  hes  rycht  rudlie  the  Romans ; 

Beteiching  thame  to  Pluto,  prince  of  hell. 

And  Cerberus,  quhilk  is  baith  fers  and  fell. 

With  all  the  godis  mager  to  thair  meid, 

To  gif  thame  grace  in  na  jomay  to  speid,  i3,4io 

And  lat  thame  neuir  be  maister  of  thair  fa. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  tha  tuke  thair  leif  to  ga. 
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And  in  the  presens  of  thame  euerie  man, 

His  oresone  riclit  lustelie  began  ; 

And  opinlie  befoir  thame  did  rehers 

All  fatheiis  deidis  that  I  haif  put  in  verss. 

As  gude  Edeir  that  faucht  with  Julius,  18,446 

And  Caratac  that  wes  so  curious, 

And  Corbreid  als,  the  quhilk  than  wan  Catus 

Into  Britane,  my  storie  tellis  thus ; 

And  of  Galdus  the  greit  triumph  and  gloir, 

As  ^e  haif  liard  nocht  lang  gane  sjrne  befoir.        13,450 

Thair  deidis  all  als  far  than  as  he  kend, 

Ilk  word  by  word  rehersit  to  the  hend  ; 

To  that  effect  gif  that  he  culd  thame  mak 

Of  gude  beleif  and  moir  curage  to  tak. 

That  da  to  fecht  and  erar  thair  to  de,  18,466 

Out  of  that  feild  ane  fut  or  thai  wald  fle. 

How  Lucius   the    Legat,    in   Presens  of  his 
Armie,   to  giff  thame  Curage,   reheirsit 

THE   NOBILLIS    DeIDIS   OF  ALD    ROMANia 

This  Lucius,  siclyke  he  wes  nocht  lidder, 

Quhen  all  his  men  convenit  war  togidder, 

Siclike  to  thame  wes  thair,  bayth  les  and  moir, 

Behersit  hes  all  thing  wes  done  befoir.  18,460 

Begynnand  first  at  Aulus  Plantius, 

Ostorius  and  Aulus  Dedius, 

Suetonius,  and  mony  vther  ma, 

Petelius  and  gude  Agricola; 

Thair  deidis  all  he  brocht  in  memorie,  13,466 

Thair  greit  triumph  and  all  hie  victorie ; 

So  plesandlie  amang  thame  that  lie  spak. 

Beseikand  thame  exempill  for  till  tak 

Be'  thair  fatheris  schort  quhile  of  befoir. 

And  to  pretend  to  sic  honour  and  gloir  13,470 

Amang  thair  peiris  for  till  prysit  be, 

Or  in  battell  all  in  ane  da  to  de. 
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Hes  enterit  ia  with  sic  ane  rous  and  reird, 
Quhill  rochis  rang  and  trimlit  all  the  erd. 
With  dyntis  dour  ilk  ane  on  vther  draue, 
Quhill  all  thair  scheildis  into  pecis  raue  ; 
In  that  same  tyme  it  wes  rycht  ill  to  ken  13^605 

Quha  buir  best  hand  the  wemen  or  the  men, 
So  stifflie  than  into  that  stour  thai  stude 
Ynabasit  other  for  boist  or  blude. 
The  mo  woundis  thai  sufferit  in  that  tyde, 
The  baldar  war  and  schupe  langar  to  bydiB.  i3,6io 

Thair  wes  no  wapin  that  mycht  gar  tharae  wynk, 
Na  swordis  scharpe  quhairfoir  that  tha  wald  schrink. 
Into  thame  wes  sic  enrage,  strenth  and  mycht, 
That  wounder  wes  to  ony  war[l]dlie  wyeht 
Quha  liad  bene  thair  that  semlie  till  half  sene,     id,6i5 
Of  tha  wemen  sa  cruell  wes  and  kene. 
Wes  neuir  sene  with  na  beme  that  wes  borne 
So  fell  ane  faucht  fyve  hundreth  ^eir  befome. 
The  Romanis  fiiucht  for  till  vmschew  greit  schame, 
Tha  thocht  it  wes  degrading  to  thair  name,  13,52g 

With  harbour  bodeis  for  till  vincust  be, 
That  wes  the  caus  thai  wer  so  laith  to  flie. 
The  Albiones  with  gi-it  curage  and  mycht, 
Tha  faucht  that  tyme  for  to  defend  thair  rycht 
And  victorie  that  thai  befoir  had  wyn  ;  13,525 

Bycht  layth  tha  war  with  sic  honour  till  twyn, 
Qreit  wounder  wes  how  thir  bernis  mycht  byde  Col.  2. 

In  thair  bodeis  that  buir  sic  woundis  wyde ; 
Quha  had  bene  thair  that  same  tyme  till  haif  sene 
Sa  mony  beme  ly  bleidand  on  the  grene,  13,630 

That  woimder  wes  till  ony  war[l]dlie  wycht 
How  that  thai  sould  haif  curage,  strenth  or  mycht, 
Thocht  thai  wer  neuir  so  stalwart  and  so  sture. 
To  stand  so  lang  and  sic  dyntis  indure. 
On  euerilk  syid  thair  captanis  raid  about,  13,535 

Exhortand  thame  with  mony  cry  and  schout, 

E  E 
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Lat  not  thair  tryne  of  sic  auctoritie 

With  harbour  hodeis  so  defoullit  be; 

Nor  maculat  so  far  the  Romanes  name 

For  ony  feir  to  fle  with  sic  infame.  13,670 

Fhair  banerman,  wes  bald  as  ony  boir^ 

l^ith  ane  braid  arrow  woundit  wes  so  soir, 

[n  the  bodie  he  mycht  na  langer  byde ; 

[^uhairfoir  to  fle  he  tnke  purpois  that  tyde, 

Waittand  on  him  rycht  mony  worthie  wycht,        18,676 

Followand  rycht  fast  quhen  that  he  tuke  the  flycht. 

And  quhen  the  laif  beheld  and  saw  thame  fle, 

Rycht  sua  tha  fled  and  lute  the  fechting  be, 

On  till  ane  wod  that  wes  neirhand  besyid,  lab.  5,  f.  68. 

In  that  beleif  thair  saiflie  for  till  byde.  18,680         '  * 

Be  this  wes  done  than  cumin  wes  the  nycht, 

And  euerilk  syde  of  vther  hes  tynt  sycht, 

The  Albionis  thair  buglis  baldlie  blew, 

And  all  thair  men  together  gart  renew 

On  to  the  feild  quhair  that  tha  faucht  befoir,       18,686 

Thair  to  remane  that  nycht  baith  les  and  moir. 

With  trumpet,  tabbome,  and  with  clarione  cleir, 

Thair  dulce  musick  wes  hevinlie  for  till  heir. 

The  lang  nycht  ouir  with  sic  sporting  and  pla. 

In  greit  solace  quhill  on  the  morne  wes  da.  13,690 

Syne  on  the  morne,  be  that  the  lauerok  sang, 

Deuydit  hes  the  spul^e  thame  amang ; 

Rycht  equallie  to  lad,  to  lord  and  laird. 

As  he  wes  worth,  gaif  him  to  his  reward. 

How  EFTER  THE  FeILD  ANE  CUMPANY  OF  ROMANIS 
FLEAND  WALD  NOCHT  BE  TANE,  QUHILL  THAI 
WAR   SLANE   ILK   MAN. 

In  that  same  tyme  thair  schew  to  thame  ane       18,696 

spy, 
Ane  multitude  of  Romanis  wer  neirby, 

E  E  2 
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How   MOGALLUS    AND    THE    KiNG   OF   PeCHTIS,   ON 

THE     MORXE     EFTER    THAI     WAN    THE    FeILD,      Col.  S. 
MAID  THAU   OrESOUN  AND    OfFERAND   IN    THE 

Loving  of  God. 

fl|jni6  on  the  mome^  that  tyme  as  wes  the  gyiss, 

Bolempnitlie  thai  maid  thair  sacrifice ; 

Tbankand  thaii*  godis  thair  bayth  ane  and  all> 
*  Sic  adventure  had  maid  thame  for  till  call  13,030 

-  Syne  euerie  man  efber  his  facultie, 

Rewardit  hes  quhilk  had  auctoritic. 

Ilk  captane  and  euerie  courtas  knycht 

Bicht  richelie  rewardit  euerie  wicht^ 

Efter  his  work  that  tyme  as  he  hes  wrocht,         13,635 

^oung  nor  aid  at  that  tyme  forget  he  nocht^ 

Without  reward  till  [no]  man  les  and  moir ; 

Syne  passit  hame  with  greit  honour  and  gloir. 

How   Lucius,  epter  that  he   had   tynt  the 
Feild,  send  ane  Epistill  till  Rome  schaw- 

AND   his   InFORTUNITIE. 

This  Lucius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

Quhilk  sufferit  hes  so  mekill  skayth  and  lak,        13,640 

To  Cesar  sone  ane  epistill  that  he  send, 

Quliilk  schew  till  him  at  lenth  fra  end  till  end, 

How  all  wes  done  as  ^e  haif  hard  befoir ; 

Complenand  als  into  the  tyme  rycht  soir 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  full  of  crudelitie,  13,046 

Rycht  furious  without  humanitie, 

With  fyre   and  blude  distroyit  hes  his  land, 

Wes  nothing  frie  befoir  that  tha  fand. 

Rycht  so  he  said,  als  far  as  he  culd  ken. 

That  thair  wemen  wes  far  war  nor  the  men;       13,660 

Baldar  in  blude,  and  wald  no  tyme  abhor 

Throttis  to  cut^  and  for  to  stik  and  gor : 


CUdNlCLtS  OF  SCOTLAND.  489 

To  Adriane  that  tyme  ane  come  and  schcw, 

How  Scot  and  Pecht  wer  cumin  of  the  new 

In  his  boundis  with  mekill  boist  and  schoir,         18,686 

And  moir  power  nor  euir  thai  did  befoir; 

Fra  blude  and  battell  schupe  nocht  for  to  blin 

Of  victorie  befoir  that  thai  had  win. 

Thair  haltane  hartis  grew  on  hicht  so  hie, 

Bo  full  of  ciu*age  and  crudelitie,  ia,690 

In  blude  and  battell  baith  busteous  and  bald, 

Without  mercie  other  to  ^oirng  or  aid, 

In  to  his  ward  so  mekill  wrang  had  wrocht 

Cattell  and  come  and  insicht  sparit  nocht ; 

And  all  the  laif,  but  stop  or  thai  wald  stint,      id,695 

That  wald  nocht  turs  in  to  ane  bailfyre  brint. 


How  THE  Emprioube  Adrianus  cx)me  with  his 

AllMIE  FIRST  TO  iORK  AND  8TNE  OUIB  TyNB, 
AND  SYNE  TUKE  HAILL  PURPOIS  TO  FOLLOW 
ON  THE  SCOTTIS. 

Quhen  Adriane  thir  tythandis  hes  hard  tell, 

Without  dilay  he  wald  no  langar  dwell. 

To  Eborac  he  haistit  him  in  hy, 

And  thair  he  tuke  him  lasar  for  to  ly  i8,7oo 

Quhill  all  his  men  wer  gameist  in  thair  geir, 

With  fourtie  dais  victuall  for  the  weir. 

With  haill  power  he  sped  him  rycht  sone  syne, 

Quhill  that  he  come  on  to  the  watter  of  Tyne ; 

And  as  he  come  ouir  to  the  bidder  syde,  13,705 

That  da  till  end  throw  waist  land  he  did  ryde, 

Quhair  thai  saw  nother  come,  cattell,  nor  ky, 

But  hald  or  hous,  withoutin  harberye  ; 

In  that  cuntrie  tliat  tyme  culd  nane  be  kend. 

Rycht  so  thai  raid  the  secund  da  till  end,  l8,Tio 

And  saw  notliing  bot  naikit  feild  and  bair 

In  all  thai  boundis  other  les  or  mair: 
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Or  dreid  Fortoun  sould  mak  him  for  to  fiGulL         I3,7i5 

Syne  efterwart,  with  all  thair  counsall  haill, 

Fra  Tynis  mouth  ane  wall  of  stane  and  lyme, 

To  Esk  mouth  he  biggit  in  that  tyme ; 

Qohilk  lang  efter,  with  the  induellaris  all, 

To  name  wes  callit  Adrianis  wall.  13,760 

Fra  Sulwa  sand  it  streikit  rycht  cist,  syne 

To  New-Castell  vpone  the  mouth  of  Tyne, 

Rycht  stark  and  Strang,  and  of  nne  rycht    gi*eit 

strenth, 
Quhilk  fourtie  myle  contenit  als  of  lenth  ; 
Fra  the  west  se  on  to  the  eist  also,  13,765 

This  yle  diuydand  equalie  in  tuo. 
In  mony  place  remanes  ^it  to  so 
Of  that  same  wall  greit  pairtis  lang  and  hie ; 
With  greit  takynis  quhair  Strang  touris  hes  bene. 
As  I  myself  in  this  same  tyme  hes  sene.  13,760 

To  force  the  wall,  wes  maid  on  euirilk  svde 
Stankis  rycht  Strang  that  wer  bayth  deip  and  wyde, 
Rycht  mony  one  that  wer  nocht  far  in  twyn, 
That  Scot  and  Pecht  be  no  way  ouir  mycht  wyn. 
Within  thai  boimdis  for  till  bring  ane  oist :  13,705 

He  omittit  nocht,  suppois  he  maid  greit  coist, 
With  all  power  the  pepill  for  till  pleis, 
Fra  Scott  and  Pecht  to  gar  thame  leve  in  pece. 
Quhen  this  wes  done,  out-throw  Westmawria 
And  Tegen  aLs,  passit  in  Cambria  ;  13,770 

Quhair  that  he  did  ane  litill  space  remane, 
Quhill  that  he  had  reformit  all  agane ; 
And  euerie  beme  rebellit  had  befoir, 
Into  that  tjrme  he  puneist  hes  rycht  soir, 
And  pledgis  tuke  witii  greit  securitie :  13,775 

To  Lundoun  toun  syne  efber  that  went  he. 
The  nobillis  all  that  wer  into  Britane, 
In  Loundoun  toun  come  to  this  Adriane, 
Thankand  him  greitlie  witht  humilitie ; 
And  he  agane,  with  all  humanitie,  13,780 
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This  Mogallus  and  Vnispan  also 

Ryclit  equalie  diuidit  hes  in  tuo.  i8,8io 

The  Scottis  take  the  west  pairt  of  that  land, 

Fra  Cheueot  rycht  on  to  Sulwa  sand; 

The  strenthis  all  that  thai  kest  doun  befoir, 

Gart  big  agane  at  laser  les  and  moir, 

Rycht  sone  that  tyme  and  farar  als  befar,  13,815 

And  of  moir  strenth  befoir  nor  euir  thai  wer ; 

Syne  stuffit  thame  with  men  of  armes  Strang, 

With  nychtlie  watche  that  thai  sould  tak  na  wrang 

Of  Brit  or  Roman,  other  da  or  nycht ; 

Syne  euerie  man  hes  raikit  on  full  richt.  13,820 

In  peice  and  rest  syne  leuit  mony  da, 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  I  sail  sa. 

How  Mogallus,  quhilk  was  so  nobill  in  his 

BEGYNNYNG,  DREW  TO  SIC  ViCIS  IN   HIS  AlGE, 
QimAIR  HE  WAS  DISTROYIT. 

Sanct  Paule  sayis  in  his  narrationn, 

In  seiknes  ofb  and  tribtdatioun 

Vertew  is  maid  to  grow  and  till  incres,  13,825     Col.  2 

And  vice  to  menische  and  be  maid  les. 

As  be  the  contrair  we  ma  rycht  weill  se, 

Quhen  men  ar  in  ouir  greit  prosperitie. 

Without  ane  fall  in  oucht  him  till  offend, 

Vice  growis  quent  and  vertu  is  miskend.  13,880 

Quhairfoir  me  think  als  far  as  I  half  feill. 

For  this  same  cans  I  ma  conclude  rycht  weill. 

The  most  perrell  in  all  this  warld  I  se. 

Is  perfite  heill  with  greit  prosperitie. 

As  suith  is  said,  that  wyiss  men  sais  tliair  till,     18,836 

That  ouir  grit  welth  makis  wit  for  to  gang  will. 

Tliis  ilk  exempill  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

Ma  Weill  be  said  be  Mogallus  alwa, 

That  Fortoun  set  so  hie  vpone  liir  quheill, 

Culd  nocht  be  War  in  tyme  quheu  he  wes  weill.  13,840 
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And  tbocht  I  mioht,  I  think  schame  to  reveild   13,875 

The  foull  vices  he  vsit  in  to  his  eild ; 

Of  venerie  vice,  as  I  haif  said  befoir, 

And  auerice  the  langar  ay  the  moir, 

Quhilk  causit  him  to  do  rycht  mony  thing 

Agane  the  honour  of  ane  prince  or  king,  13,880 

The  commoun  welth  and  his  kinrik  alss  bayth. 

And  all  his  liegis  greit  damnage  and  skayth. 

He  maid  ane  law,  the  quhilk  does  ^it  remane,  Lib.5,f.69b. 

For  ony  cry  me  gif  that  ane  man  wes  slane,  ^^'  ^• 

Or  exuU  maid  for  ony  kind  ^  of  thing,  13,885 

That  all  his  gude  sould  escheit  be  to  the  king. 

Tliis  law  wes  nocht  maid  for  the  commoun  weill, 

Bot  for  him  self,  as  far  as  I  haif  feill, 

To  find  ane  fait  be  ony  subtill  slicht, 

Quhair  plesit  him  to  win  rycht  or  mycht.  13,800 

Be  sic  lawis  he  wrocht  rycht  mekill  wrang; 

Mony  gart  heid  and  mony  als  gart  hang, 

Baith  of  the  pepill  and  of  the  nobill  blude, 

But  ony  caus  to  wyn  riches  and  guJe. 

His  lordis  seand  that  it  wald  be  so,  13,895 

In  quyet  counsall  did  togidder  go  ; 

And  seci'etlie,  or  knawin  wes  sic  thing, 

Conspyrit  hes  that  tyme  agane  thair  king. 

So  quietlie  this  thing  wes  nocht  done, 

Quhill  to  the  king  ane  come  and  schew  him         13,900 

sone, 
That  knew  thair  counsall  bayth  in  ill  and  gude. 
This  Mogallus  than  quhen  he  vnderstude 
Of  thair  counsall  baith  for  gude  and  ill. 
He  dred  full  soir  to  cum  into  thair  will ; 
Knawand  so  weill  his  awin  iniquitie,  13,906 

For  verra  dreid  tuke  ferme  purpois  to  fle, 
Or  tak  his  chance,  thair  wes  na  vther  chois. 
He  knew  him  self  that  tyme  so  criminois. 


>  In  MS.  king. 
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And  sail  gif  comp  rycht  so  of  all  his  cryme,         13^946 

Wald  nocht  resist  quhen  that  tha  inich[t]  in  tyme. 

He  faillis  farrar  that  sould  the  faltar  mend, 

Fxa  that  the  fait  be  cleirlie  to  him  kend, 

That  sould  correct  and  dois  nocht  in  tyme, 

No  he  that  is  committar  of  the  cryme.  id,950 

In  this  mater  I  will  na  mair  remane, 

But  to  my  pnrpois  pas  I  will  agane. 

How  EFTER  THE  DeITH  OF  MOGALLUS,  CONARUS 
HIS  SONE  WAS  CROWNIT  KiNG  OF  SCOTTIS  ; 
THE  QUHILK  SONE  EFTER  WAS  FUND  RYCHT 
EXJILL. 

Efter  the  tyme  of  this  ilk  Mogallus, 

Ane  sone  be  had  wes  callit  Conarus, 

That  crownit  wes  sone  efter  he  wes  deid,  13,966 

For  to  be  king  and  ring  into  his  steid. 

At  his  begynnyng  fen^eit  wes  richt  fair, 

Syne  efberwart  the  langar  ay  the  wair. 

With  mony  fiilt  mycht  nocht  be  fra  him  reft, 

Begynnyng  than  quhair  that  his  father  left.  id,960 

Bycht  fremmit  wes  ay  to  the  men  of  gude. 

And  tretit  nane  bot  brybouris  of  vyld  blude, 

Bycht  mony  dastart  that  full  lytill  docht, 

And  at  thair  counsall  all  thing  ay  he  wrocht. 

Bayth  land  and  gude  in  to  that  graceles  gaird,     13,965 

He  sparit  nocht  to  gif  thame  in  rewaird. 

Syne  eft^rwart  into  the  parliament, 

Quhair  all  his  lordis  that  tyme  wer  present, 

Complenit  planelie  thair  befoir  thame  all. 

That  his  rentis  wer  so  puir  and  small,  13,970 

Quhilk  mycht  nocht  weill  his  stait  royall  sustene, 

In  sic  honour  as  his  eldaris  hes  bene. 

Quhairfoir  he  hes  desyrit  of  thame  all 

Ane  small  tribute  and  teirlie  victuall. 

Sen  that  his  rentis  war  ouir  small  ane  thing,       13,976 

For  to  sustene  the  honour  of  ane  king. 


418.-  .    THE  BUIK  OF  TUB 

How  THE    LoHDIS,  that  CULD   NOCHT    WBIIi  MAK 
Aksueb  at  that  Ttme,  TDKB  AKE  AnrSlCEHT 
TO  aiFF  Ansuer. 
The  lordis  oU  that  present  war  thair  plane, 
Knev  nocLt  weill  how  thai  sould  ansuer  agane, 
In  810  ane  thing  bd  suddanelie  to  saj, 
Bot  tuke  ane  respit  till  ane  vther  day.  i3,sso. 

That  Bamin  nycht  syne,  or  thai  Jeid  to  test. 
To  counsall  went  to  do  as  thai  thocht  hest. 
In  that  counsall  than  thai  decreittit  ilkone 
That  this  ilk  king  in  handis  sould  be  tone, 
And  put  in  ward  quKill  endit  be  this  stryffe,  is,88S 
ljb.9,f.7o.  And  thair  remane  for  terme  of  all  his  lyfe. 

•     Syne  all  Lis  court  quhilk  war  bot  lad  and  knajf, 
To  hang  thame  all  that  him  sic  counsall  gaif, 
Till  all  vther  ane  document  till  be 
To  vse  justice,  ressoun  and  equitie.  13,M0 

Syne  efterwart,  quhair  that  the  tryst  wes  set, 
The  lordis  all  thnii'  with  tliis  king  hes  met ; 
Ane  agit  lord  tliat  tyme  in  hand  hes  tane 
To  mak  ansuer  at  tliair  command  ilkane, 
Qreit  prattik  had  and  in  wisdome  perqueir,  i3,ws 

Sic  ansuer  maid  as  I  sail  scbaw  tow  heir. 
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"  Quhen  gude  Galdus,  iu  all  his  grittest  stres,      i4,ooii 

"  Nocht  wi[r]th  ane  myte  desyrit  moir  or  les, 

"  Quhilk  in  his  weiris  wagit  mony  knicht, 

**  And  worthelie  rewardit  euerie  wicht ; 

**  Qreit  travell  tuke  to  keip  him  on  ouirthrawin, 

"  And  all  that  tyme  content  ay  of  his  awin,         i4,oirf 

'*  And  had  aneuche  ay  of  his  awin  to  spend, 

"  With  snflScians  vnto  his  latter  end. 

Rycht  full  he  wes  of  liberalitie, 

But  anerice  or  prodigalitie, 

And  at  the  counsall  of  his  lordis  wrocht ;      '    i4,oi5 

In  all  his  tyme  without  thame  did  he  nocht. 

Into  his  tyme  authoritit  neuir  ane  knave, 

No  nane  that  wes  unproffittabill  to  haif ; 

Bot  fra  his  realme  excludit  thame  rycht  far. 
"  Wes  nane  so  pert  into  that  tyme  that  dar         14,020 
"  Be  send  agane,  wnder  the  pane  of  deid, 
"  In  his  boundis  for  wanting  of  his  heid. 
"  And  ^e,"  he  said,  "  quhilk  ^  I  dar  rycht  weill  say, 
"  Without  wisdome  gangis  ane  vther  wAy ; 
"  So  glittuslie  full  of  gulositie,  14,026 

"  Of  meit  and  drink  with  sic  pluralitie  ; 
"  Into  sic  dafiing  putting  ^our  delyte, 
''  As  brutell  beist  that  foUowis  appetyte, 
"  Makand  thair  self  so  puir  and  indigent ; 
"  Consumand  all  thair  riches  and  thair  rent,         14,030 
"  On  huris,  harlottis,  and  in  hasartry, 
"  With  sic  plesour  ^our  purpois  till  apply, 
"  With  gredines  and  greit  vn'gratitude, 
"  And  tretis  nane  but  brybouris  of  vyld  blude ; 
*'  At  tliat  counsall  hes  bene  led  all  lour  tyme      14,0S5 
"  Evin  like  ane  bird  is  lampit  in  the  lyme;' 
"  And  euerie  lad  syne  haif  te  maid  a  lord  ; 
*i  ^our  riches  thus  is  waistit  and  euill  waird.  Col.  2. 

>  In  MS.  quhill  I      •  In  MS.  lyne, 
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Syne  handis  laid  vpone  him  haistelie,  14,065 

And  in  ane  cell  that  secreit  wes  neirby, 
Indusit  him  but  companie  alane ; 
Syne  all  the  laif  of  his  counsall  ilkane, 
Baitb  ^oung  and  aid,  but  patience  or  petie, 
Ypoun  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  de.  14^070 

In  that  presoun,  with  displesour  and  pane, 
For  all  his  tyme  thai  gart  him  thair  remane. 
Ane  nobill  man  of  greit  honour  and  &me, 
That  callit  wes  Argadus  to  his  name, 
Of  Argatill  the  lord  and  prince  wes  he,  li,076 

To  him  thai  gaif  the  haill  auctoritie, 
Quhill  efterwart  that  tha  mycht  weill  provyde 
To  cheis  ane  king  thair  kinrik  for  till  gyde. 
This  Argadus,  quhilk  wes  ane  nobill  man, 
His  regimen  rycht  royallie  began.  14,080 

Bayth  thifl  and  reif,  slauchtter  and  oppressioun, 
He  pimeist  all  at  counsall  with  discretioim;  laKs^lTob. 

And  but  counsall  nothing  he  tuke  on  hand,  CoLi. 

Greit  peice  he  maid  rycht  sone  ouir  all  the  land; 
And  in  his  tyme  he  wes  as  traist  as  steill,  14,086 

Quhairfoir  the  lordis  louit  him  rycht  weill. 
The  puir  pepill  luifit  him  with  thair  hart, 
For  he  to  thame  keipit  sa  gude  ane  pairt. 
Sen  quhen  he  wes  of  maist  auctoritie, 
And  in  thair  fauour  dalie  stude  sa  hie,  14,090 

He  changit  sone  in  till  ane  vther  man, 
And  left  the  gait  quhairin  he  first  began. 
Without  consent  than  of  his  lordLs  all. 
With  priuat  counsall  sic  as  he  wald  call, 
Quhome  he  vsit,  that  said  ay  a^  he  wald.  ii,098 

And  so  he  wrocht  richt  lang  and  monyfald, 
And  blythast  wes  quhen  Tie  saw  maist  discord. 
And  grittest  stryflfe  betuix  ilkane  lord, 
Traistand  thairfoir  mair  sicker  for  till  be, 
Without  trubill  in  his  authoritie.  i4,ioo 

F  F  2 


GBOKICUS  0£*  SCOTLAND.  453 

How  Aroadus,  seand  that  he  culd  nocht 
Excmss  his  Falt,  fell  doun  on  his  ?;neis 

ASKAND   THAME  GrACR 

This  Argados  befoir  thame  all  that  da^ 

So  abasit  wes  wist  nocht  weill  quhat  to  sa  ;         I4,id0. 

Becaus  ke  kend  that  all  that  thing  wes  trew, 

Wox  reid  for  schame  and  changit  oft  his  hew, 

Excusand  him  als  far  as  [that]  he  mocht ;  CoL  2. 

Bot  all  sic  langage  wes  that  tyme  for  nocht. 

Thair  wes  no  way  by  thame  that  he  mycht  gang,  14,135 

By  sic  ressoun  thai  fand  him  in  the  wrang. 

And  quhen  he  saw  that  he  culd  not  prevaill, 

The  langar  ay  the  lykar  for  to  &ill, 

Doim  on  his  kneis  he  fell  befoir  thair  feit, 

And  for  his  gilt  thair  he  begouth  to  greit.  14,140 

Sayand  he  wald  at  thair  willis  rycht  sone 

Amend  all  thing  befoir  that  wes  misdone, 

Beseikand  thame  to  haif  him  of  petie, 

Sen  in  thair  will  so  far  that  tyme  wes  he. 

Thocht  he  that  tyme  had  seruit  weill  his  deid,     14, 145 

^it  neuirtheles  thair  was  better  remeid, 

Sen  that  his  will  was  alway  for  till  mend, 

In  tyme  to  cum  the  quhilk  sail  weill  be  kend. 

Syne  puirlie  thair  he  put  him  in  thair  will, 

As  plesit  thame  other  to  gude  or  ill ;  14,160 

Bayth  land  and  gude,  freindis  and  all  the  laif, 

Evin  at  thair  will,  as  plesit  thame  till  haif. 

How  THE  LoRDis  OP  Scotland,  heirand  this 
Arqadus  so  penitent,  tuke  him  in  thair 
Grace,  and  ressavit  him  to  all  Aucioritie 
quhilk  he  had  of  befoir. 

The  lordis  all  considderit  weill  sic  thing, 
His  wordis  raeik,  rycht  laulie  and  bening, 
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As  micht  be  said  of  this  Conarus  king  ; 
The  fourtene  ^eir  then  efler  of  his  ring. 
And  aucht  of  thame  in  presoun  than  he  hi, 
And  in  the  last  cloisit  his  latter  da. 


How  Ethodeus,  the  Sister  Sone  of  Mogallus, 

EFTEB   THE   DeID   OF   CONARUS,    WES    CROWNIT 

Kino,  and  wes  efter  all  his  Tyme   ane 
NOBiLL  Prince. 

Ane  nobill  man  callit  Ethodeus,  I4,ioo 

Wes  sister  sone  to  the  king  Mogallus, 

That  father  was  to  this  Conarus  king, 

Was  crownit  than  in  Scotland  for  to  ring, 

And  he  that  wes  the  narrest  lauchtfuU  air, 

Ane  prince  he  wes  rycht  plesand  and  preclair,     14,195 

With  haUl  consent,  my  storie  tellis  thus. 

And  speciaUie  of  nobiU  Argadus, 

To  quhome  that  king  greit  credens  gaif. 

And  thankit  him  heichlie  attouir  the  laif 

Of  nobill  deidis  he  had  done  befoir,  14,200 

Befoir  thame  all  that  present  than  wes  thoir. 

Reward  and  him,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Rycht  richelie  with  gold,  guidis  and  land  ; 

With  haill  consent  gaiff  him  authoritie, 

Of  all  Scotland  the  lieutennand  to  be ;  14,206 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  did  mony  nobill  deid, 

As  ^e  ma  se  quha  lykis  of  him  to  reid. 

Syne  efter  that,  this  nobill  king  with  croun 

Ouir  all  his  kinrik  raid  baith  vp  and  doun. 

With  greit  plesour  ouir  all  baith  far  and  neir,    i4,8io 

To  euerie  man  he  wes  haldin  so  deir. 


m 


THE  BUIK   OF  THB 


How  THE  KiMQ  SEND  AeOADUS  IN  THB  Ylib 
WITH  ASa  ASHIE,  THE  QUHILK  BBOCHT  XOKT 
WITH   HIH   TEAT  KAID   SLAtTCHTEB. 

In  this  same  tyme  that  ^e  heir  me  t«U, 
Into  the  Ylifi  sic  aventure  befelL 
Ane  greit  discord,  and  of  ane  litill  cauB, 
Qubilk  wes  begun  of  euill  disposit  sawis,  »,»{ 

That  efterwart  causit  richt  mekill  stryfe, 
Quhair  throw  richt  mony  loiaait  hes  the  lyfe 
I[d]  mort  battell  quhair  mekill  blude  wes  drawio. 
And  fra  that  cace  vnto  the  king  wes  schawin. 
Without  delay  he  passit  hes  richt  aone  tMM 

Onto  the  Ylis  quhair  that  the  deid  wes  done. 
This  Argadus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 
Directit  wes,  quhilk  wes  ane  heme  full  bald. 
To  tak  thir  folk  quhair  euir  tha  mycht  be  fimd. 
Syne  to  the  law  befoir  him  bring  thame  bund.     l^tK 
And  80  he  did  sone  efter  on  ane  da, 
Bycht  8uddantUe  he  tuke  thame  quhair  tha  la, 
Vpoun  the  nycht,  convoyit  be  ane  spy. 
Within  ane  Btrenth  quliair  thai  kest  thame  to  ly. 
Cot. a.     In  raipis  rude  gart  bind  thame  aid  and  ting;       14,130 
Syne  on  the  mome  presentit  befoir  the  king 
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How    ANE    MeSSINGER    COME   AND    SCHEW    TO    THE 

King    how  the  Britis  and  the    Romanis 

HAD   HEBEIT   GALDIA. 

Sone  efter  syne,  vpoun  the  secimd  da, 

Ane  messinger  come  furth  of  Qaldia ; 

Schawand  to  him  [how]  the  Britis  gart  brak 

The  stark  stone  wall  quhilk  Adriane  gart  mak,     14,245 

And  witht  the  Romanis  come  into  thair  land, 

Makand  greit  forray  vpone  euerie  hand ; 

And  all  the  gude  within  thai  boundis  la. 

Of  Scotland,  Pechtland,  thai  draif  with  thame  awa. 

The  cuntrie  men  that  follonit  on  the  fray,  14,260 

On  fit  and  hors  come  till  thame  in  array, 

And  gaif  thame  feild  than  or  thai  fordert  fuir, 

And  faucht  als  lang  as  thai  docht  till  induir ; 

Quhill  mony  one  on  euerie  syde  wes  keild, 

Syne  at  the  last  the  Romanis  wan  the  feild ;        14,255 

The  quhilk  richt  lang  stude  betuix  thame  in  weir, 

tit  neuirtheles  thai  haif  it  coft  full  deir. 

Of  thair  forra  thai  neid  nocht  to  be  fane, 

Thair  nobillis  all  come  thair  that  da  ar  slane. 


How    Ethodeus    send   ane    Herauld    to   the 
Legat,    askand  Redres    of    THE  Wrangis 

DONE    TO   HIM. 

Ethodeus,  quhen  he  hard  it  was  so,  14,260 

In  haist  ane  herald  hes  he  maid  till  go 

With  his  credence,  and  send  liim  sone  on  syne, 

To  thair  legat,  this  Aulus  Victoryne, 

To  ask  redres  of  all  that  thai  had  done  ; 

And  wald  he  nocht,  declair  him  battell  sone,         14,205 

Within  schort  quhile  that  he  sould  cum  him  till, 

And  tak  ane  mendis  in  mager  of  his  will. 


^^3  j_S^-3a  3'   ■ 


;  IF  iorcrai 
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How  THE  Kino  of  Scottis,  heirand  the  Ansuer 
of  victoryne,  wrait  to  the  king  of 
Pechtis  schawand  him  the  same  Ansuer. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  the  herald  leif  has  tane 

Befoir  thame  all  wes  present  thair  ilkane, 

And  word  by  word  as  ze  haif  hard  he  schew. 

This  nobill  king,  quhen  he  that  ansuer  knew, 

Ane  epistill  wrait,  and  suddanelie  it  sent  14^300 

To  king  of  Pechtis  with  his  haill  intent, 

Beseikand  him  of  his  help  and  supplie, 

At  da  and  place  that  he  sould  reddie  be 

To  meit  with  him,  and  he  sould  tak  the  cuir 

Till  be  revengit  of  the  gi*eit  injure,  14,306 

And  to  reforme  the  greit  dampnage  and  cryme 

Tha  had  sustenit  laitlie  in  that  tyme ; 

The  lichtlie  langage  of  Uk  lad  and  knave, 

And  the  ansuer  the  Komane  legat  gave. 

The  messinger  this  epistill  lies  present  ii,3io 

To  king  of  Pechtis  in  his  parliament. 

Befoir  thame  all  quhen  it  wes  red  alone, 

Tha  war  content  of  that  desyre  ilkone, 

Grantand  thair  that  thai  sould  reddie  be 

Richt  suddantlie  to  cum  in  his  supple,  14,316 

At  da  and  place  quhjiir  he  plesit  to  meit; 

Of  that  counsall  so  wes  the  haill  decreit. 

This  messinger  no  langer  wald  remane. 

With  that  ansuer  he  passit  hame  agane ; 

And  schew  till  thame  as  ^e  haif  hard  me  sa,        14,320 

Tha  suld  be  reddie  baith  at  place  and  da, 

At  his  plesour  to  meit  in  ony  place ; 

And  so  thai  did  within  ane  litill  space* 
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That  samyn  nycht,  ane  lytill  forrow  da,  14,350 

Come  neir  the  place  quhair  that  the  Romanis  la; 

Sone  as  the  day  depairtit  fra  the  nycht, 

Apperit  hes  into  the  Romanis  sycht, 

Without  tarie  into  that  samin  tyde, 

Bownyng  for  battell  vpone  euerie  syde.  14,365 


How  AULUS  ViCTORYN  AND  EtHODEUS,  THE  KiNG 
OF  Scorns,  FAUCHT  QUHILL  THE  NyCHT  DE- 
PARTIT  THAME. 

Sone  on  the  bent  thir  bemis  that  war  bald, 

Togidder  met  with  mony  straik  wntald ; 

Quhair  mony  douchtie  dung  wes  fra  his  hors. 

And  mony  freik  fellit  also  on  force. 

And  mony  berne  withoutin  bute  or  beild,  14,360 

In  that  counter  rycht  cruellie  wer  keild. 

Thair  dyntis  dour,  sua  awfuU  till  sustene, 

With  mekle  blude  hes  spilt  vpoune  the  grene  ; 

Wes  nane  that  day  sic  curage  had  in  hart, 

Or  all  wes  done  he  wes  full  of  his  pairt.  14,366 

Fra  mome  airlie  that  tha  mycht  ken  the  lycht 

Continewallie  thai  faucht  on  to  the  nycht; 

That  wounder  wes  till  ony  creature, 

Sic  dyntis  dour  sua  lang  thai  mycht  indure  ; 

And  syne  had  bled  so  mekle  of  thair  blude,  14,370 

In  so  greit  dreid  and  danger  ay  tha  stude, 

Wounder  it  wes  thai  sould  had  hart  or  hand,  Lib.  5,  f.  72. 

Or  ony  strenth  so  lang  to  stryke  and  stand.  ^^  ^' 

The  Romanis  had  sic  prattik  into  weir, 

And  fumeist  war  so  weill  into  thair  geir,  14,375 

That  wes  the  caus  quhairfoir  tha  mycht  weill  byde. 

The  Albionis  vpoun  the  tother  syde, 

At  the  Romanis  thai  had  so  greit  invy, 

For  that  same  caus  and  for  na  vther  quhy. 


'  al  •  I 


£^^    ^IK     Ti'^'TT^     j3Q 
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How   VlCrORYN  WRAIT  ANE  EPISTILL    TO    MaRCUS 

Antonius  the  Emprioure,  complenand  off 

THE  SCOTTIS  AKD  PeCHTIS. 

In  this  same  tyme  this  Aulus  Victoryn 

Ane  epistill  wiuit  to  Rome,  and  send  it  syne 

To  Mark  Antone,  wes  emprioure  fop  the  tyrae, 

Complenand  soir  of  greit  injure  and  cryme 

Wes  done  till  him  be  Scot  and  Pechtis  bayth,      i4,4io 

With  fyre  and  blude  rycht  greit  damnage  and  skayth. 

And  how  thai  had  met  planelie  into  feild, 

On  euerilk  syde  sa  mony  thousand  keild ; 

And  how  thai  faucht  fra  mome  that  it  wes  lycht 

But  victorie  quhill  twynnit  thame  the  nycht.        14,416 

The  king  of  Scottis,  he  said,  that  tyme  alsua 

Passit  he  wes  agane  in  Qaldia ; 

The  king  of  Pechtis  siclike  in  his  awin  land, 

To  that  effect  he  did  him  wnderstand, 

With  new  power  agane  him  till  persew;  14,4S0 

Quhilk  and  he  did,  without  he  gat  reskew, 

Force  that  it  wes  the  Romanis  all  till  fle 

Out  of  Britane,  or  than  ilkone  till  de.  Col.  2. 

In  his  epistiU  also  that  tyme  he  writis. 

That  he  mycht  put  no  traist  into  the  Britis,         14,426 

Sa  fals  thai  wer  with  grit  subtillitie. 

With  sic  affectioun  to  thair  libertie ; 

Quhairfoir  rycht  soir  he  wes  of  thame  adred. 

This  Mark  Antone,  heirand  that  epistill  red. 

How  that  it  said  and  circumstance  all  syne,  14,430 

Considderit  weill  of  Aulus  Victoiyne, 

His  negligens  without  humanitie 

Had  all  the  wyit  of  his  calamitie, 

Traistand  he  wes  vnabill  for  sic  thing. 

Rycht  suddanelie  thairfoir  he  did  assing  14,486 

Calphumeus  to  pas  in  that  jorna, 

Quhilk  nevoy  wes  to  Jule  Agricola, 
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And  thair  thai  lay  rycht  lang  at  greit  laser, 

And  waistit  all  that  land  bayth  far  and  ner,        14,476 

Quhill  wynter  come  that  the  wedder  wox  cald, 

That  euerie  man  suld  draw  him  till  ane  hald« 

Thocht  he  wes  nevoy  till  Agricolay 

He  durst  nocht  put  him  self  in  sic  assay, 

As  that  he  did  with  his  armie  ilkone,  14,480 

So  lang  that  lay  into  Camelidone ; 

Bot  teid  abak  as  my  author  did  sa  Lib.5,f,72b, 

To  Eborac,  and  thair  all  winter  la. 


How    Calphurneus,    the    Roman    Leqat,   the 

NIXT    SyMMER    PASSIT    TO    THE    FeILD    AOANE 

THE  Scorns  and  Pechtis,  and  in  the  samyn 
Tyme  was  schawin  him  how  thai  rebellit 
IN  Cambria. 

Syne  efterwart,  quhen  symmer  come  in  sycht, 

Calfumeus  with  mony  worthie  wicht  14,485 

Prouydit  hes  within  ane  certane  day, 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  with  battell  tiU  assay. 

In  that  same  tyme  ane  come  till  him  and  schew 

Of  greit  perrell  apperit  of  the  new ; 

In  Cambria  how  that  thai  did  rebell,  14,490 

And  mair  attouir  that  tyme  he  did  him  tell, 

Of  mony  Romanis  that  the  Britis  slew. 

Without  mercie,  quhair  thai  gat  na  reskew  ; 

The  Bomanis  all  within  thame  that  had  cuir 

Wer  slane  ilk  one  that  tyme  bayth  liche  and       14,496 

puir, 
Calfumeus,  tha  tydenis  quhen  that  he  knew, 
Changit  his  mynd  and  tuke  ane  purpois  new, 
And  left  the  jomay  he  wes  to  begyn. 
To  keip  the  land  befoir  that  tha  had  wyn. 
And  mak  remeid  quhair  that  rebell  wes  maid,      14,600 
And  thocht  no  moir  thair  kingdomes  till  invaid. 

O  Q 
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Tha  war  content  to  lat  the  Komanis  be, 

And  leif  at  hame  in  greit  tranqoillitie. 

Oalfumeus  siclike  also  did  meyne,  16,640 

Seand  fira  batteli  that  thai  did  abetene, 

And  left  the  weir,  thairof  he  wes  content 

To  keip  his  awin  and  wes  moir  diligent. 

Into  that  tyme  he  did  as  he  culd  best 

Ooir  all  Britane  to  mak  gude  peice  and  rest.        14,646 

In  euenlk  place  that  tyme  quhair  he  hard  tell 

Qoha  that  maid  cans  agane  him  to  rebell, 

Withoutin  moir  licht  sone  and  suddanelie 

Ypoim  aae  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  die. 

In  equall  wecht  thair  wrangis  he  hes  weyit ;        14,660 

Ouir  all  Britane  thairfoir  he  wes  obeyit. 


How  THE  EUPRIOURE  SEND  FOB  CALFURNEUS,  AND 
SEND   ANE  VTHER    LeOAT   IN    BrITANE,  CALLIT 

Tabellio,*  the  quhilk  wes  BYCHT  fenjbit. 

This  emprioure,  callit  Antonius, 

That  same  tyme  send  for  Calfumeus, 

At  his  command  that  reddie  wes  till  go, 

And  in  Britane  he  send  Tabellio.  14,666 

Fenteit  he  wes,  alss  far  as  I  haif  fe[i]ll, 

That  his  compaine  tretit  the  Britis  weill ; 

And  Lucius,  that  tjrme  that  wes  thair  king, 

He  honourit  him  aboue  all  other  thing. 

But  his  consent  and  all  his  lordis  haill,  14,660 

He  did  nothing  that  wes  of  greit  availl ; 

Wryting  to  Cesar  that  richt  oft  he  send. 

In  quhome  this  king  rycht  gritlie  did  commend  ; 

Sayand  he  wes  the  Romanis  freind  so  far, 

In  all  Britane  wes  nane  so  bald  that  dar  14,566 


>  In  MS.,  and  subsequently^,  for  TrebeUivs. 
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How  Ethodeus,  hhHrand  the   Discord  betuix 
THE    Britis    and    Tabellious,    considderit 

WEILL  than  WES  HIS  TyME,  AND  SEND  TO  THE 

Kino  of  Pechtis  for  his  Supplie. 

Ethodeus,  that  wes  of  Scottis  king, 

Rycht  suddantlie  quhen  that  he  knew  sic  thing, 

Considderit  weill  that  tyme  in  his  intent,  Ufioo 

The  greit  invie,  maUce,  and  haitrent 

The  Britis  had  at  this  Tabellius, 

To  thame  alway  he  wes  so  odious, 

Than  wes  the  tyme  of  oportunitie 

Of  Romanis  for  to  revengit  be,  i4,60o 

To  the  king  of  Pechtis  ane  epistill  sone  he  send, 

Beseikand  him  with  harUie  recommend, 

To  reddie  be,  als  gudlie  as  he  ma, 

"With  haill  power  and  meit  him  at  set  da; 

Thame  to  revenge  withoutin  ony  moir,  i4,6io 

Of  all  injure  wes  done  to  thame  befoir. 

And  so  he  did,  the  suith  gif  I  suld  tell. 

Thir  kingis  thus  thai  met  vpone  ane  fell 

With  greit  power,  syne  fordward  fuir  with  aU, 

Quhill  that  thai  come  wnto  this  foirsaid  wall,       14,615 

Quhilk  biggit  wes  richt  stark  of  lyme  and  stane, 

With  touris  hie  and  turatis  mony  ane;  .   • 

And  sone  thai  set  ane  seig  vnto  the  wall, 

In  sindrie  pairtis  quhair  thai  gart  it  fall. 

Suppois  it  wes  rycht  starklie  maid  of  stone,  14,620 

Tha  kest  it  doun,  syne  in  ouir  it  is  gone. 

And  enterit  sone  into  the  Komanis  land. 

With  fyre  and  blude  quhair  no  resist  tha  fand, 

Hereit  and  brint  into  that  tyme  ouir  all, 

Bayth  tour  and  toim  and  strenthis  maid  to  fall.  I4,62d 


Emms  Kjxgott 
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Gan.  c>>wuttt  (jouk  tb«irc^  that  lykit  ilL 

The  braid  urovis,  ah  fers  a«  <Hiy  flint, 
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At  the  Romanes  thai  had  sa  greit  invy, 

Tha  fled  ira  thame  than  for  Uiat  samin  quhy. 

The  Albionis  so  cruell  war  and  kene^  14,660 

The  Romanes  mycht  na  langer  weill  sustene  ; 

So  mekill  slauchter  of  thame  that  wes  maid, 

Qnliill  that  thair  biude  ran  into  bumis  braid. 

Tribelleus,  quhen  that  he  saw  that  sicht, 

No  langer  baid  and  sone  he  tuke  the  flicht  ;         14,666 

With  greit  perrell  out  of  the  preis  he  fled, 

On  ane  swyft  hors  put  of  the  feild  wes  hed. 

Tlie  laif  also  na  langar  that  thai  baid, 

Than  efber  him  schort  tarie  than  thai  maid. 

Mony  war  tane,  and  mony  thousand  keild ;  14,670 

Thir  kingis  tuo  that  da  thai  held  the  feild. 

How  Tribelleus  thocht  to  giff  Battell  on 
THE  Morne;  the  Scottis  knawand  that, 
sclew*  all  the  romanis  war  tane  in  the 
Feild. 

Tribelleus  so  soir  that  tyme  he  dred, 

To  Eborac  that  samin  nycht  he  fled. 

Syne  all  his  men,  als  gudlie  as  he  mycht, 

He  gart  convene  togidder  that  same  nycht,  14,676 

In  that  beleif  to  gif  battell  agane. 

The  Albionis  quhen  thai  knew  that  rycht  plane. 

The  presoneris  that  thai  had  tane  befoir 

That  samin  nycht  tha  sclew^  baith  les  and  moir, 

For  to  revenge  the  cruell  deid  and  pane  I4,6d0 

Of  thaii*  freindis  in  that  feild  wes  slane. 

In  Westmureland,  and  in  Candalia, 

Baith  brint  and  slew,  and  all  thing  tuke  awa; 

Thair  wes  nothing  into  thair  gait  tha  fiind 

Wes  saiff*  that  tyme,  or  ^it  mycht  mak  ganestand.  14,685 

*  In  MS.  schew. 
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Or  di'eid  thair  power  suld  grow  and  be  ma, 

And  mix  thame[self]  syne  eAer  with  his  fa: 

And  for  sic  perrell  that  thai  saw  appeir, 

Conciudit  hes  as  I  haif  said  tow  heir. 

At  thair  counsall  sone  efber  ne  did  so,  14,780 

On  fit  and  hors  he  went  toward  his  fo. 

Thairof  the  Britia  tuke  ane  greit  affray, 

Seand  the  Bomanis  in  so  gude  array, 

In  giitterand  geir  that  flammit  as  the  fyre, 

And  baneris  bricht  all  brodin  with  gold  wyre.      14,786 

Thair  captane  Caldor  gaif  thame  sic  curage, 

Bayth  ^oung  and  aid,  bayth  euery  man  and  paige, 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  that  tyme  be  as  it  mycht, 

Quhair  suddantlie  mony  to  deid  wes  dycht. 

The  Britis  all  wer  nakit  than  but  geir,  14,780 

And  the  Bomanis  sic  prattik  had  in  weir, 

Tha  wan  the  feild,  suppois  it  wes  with  pane, 

For  in  that  feild  mony  of  thame  wer  slane. 

Caldor  thair  captane  seing  so  betyde. 

He  tuke  his  leve  and  wald  no  langar  byde ;         14,735 

Lyke  ony  foull  out  of  the  feild  he  flew 

With  his  freindis  the  quhilk  his  counsall  knew; 

Withoutin-  stop  quhair  he  fand  no  ganestand, 

Quhill  he  come  hame  agane  into  Pechtland. 

With  loude  lauchter  he  maid  grit  ruse  and  vant,  14,740 

How  he  had  playit  the  Bomanis  tant  pro  tant ; 

And  thair  with  aU  blerit  the  Britis  ee 

On  euirilk  syde  sa  mony  he  gart  de. 

Tribelleus  gart  tak  in  to  that  feild, 

Bayth  ^oimg  and  aid  that  wald  than  to  him        14,746 

^eild ; 
Amang  the  laif  thai  tuke  of  nobill  blude, 
In  vyle  habeit  wnkend  for  men  of  gude,  CoL  2. 

Ten  or  tuelf,  or  neirby  sic  and  certane, 
Of  the  best  men  that  wes  in  tiU  all  Britane, 
Quhilk  causit  all  the  commonis  to  rebelL  ll,tto 

Tribelleus  thairof  quhen  he  hard  tell. 
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And  in  the  feild  thai  left  me  all  allane, 
Myself  wes  chaist,  my  men  wer  slane  and  tane. 
Quhairfoir,  he  said,  "send  ^e  nocht  sone  supplie, 
Now  force  it  is  rycht  suddantlie  to  me  14,785 

To  leif  Britane  with  mekle  schame  and  lak, 
Oi*  byde  and  die  sic  aventure  to  talc" 


How    THE    EmPRIOUKE    SEND    ANE    LeOAT   IN    BrI- 
TANE,   CALLIT  PeRTINAX  TO  NAME. 

The  emprioure,  heirand  that  it  wes  so, 

With  ane  armie  than  '   hes  he  maid  till  go 

Ane  greit  nobill,  hecht  Pertinax  to  name,  14,790 

Of  greit  honour  withoutin  ony  blame. 

In  all  his  tyme  ane  man  of  gude  wes  he, 

Cartas  and  heynd  and  full  of  liberalitie; 

In  greit  honour  he  held  the  Britis  blude,  lib.  5, £74. 

And  speciallie  the  grittest  men  of  gude.  14,795     ^^'  ^' 

This  Lucius,  that  wes  king  in  thai  dais, 

Weill  louit  him,  as  that  my  authour  sais. 

The  Britis  hartis  with  grit  favour  he  wan, 

So  humelie  amang  thame  he  began ; 

The  Scottis  men  and  Peditis  als  tha[t]  da,  14,800 

That  duelland  wer  into  Candalia, 

He  hes  compellit  that  tyme  ane  and  all 

On  force  to  pas  hame  bakwart  ouir  the  wall, 

Of  quhilk  befoir  to  ^ow  as  I  half  tald. 

And  farder  mair  persew  thame  he  no  wald ;  14,805 

Bot  haistelie  he  hes  gart  big  anone 

The  wall  agane  rich[t]  stark  of  lyme  and  stone ; 

And  wes  content  to  bruke  his  awin  in  peice, 

Fra  Scott  and  Pecht  syne  fra  all  weiris  ceis. 


^  In  MS.  thaL 
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With  greit  power,  my  author  tellis  thus, 

Of  Argatill  the  nobill  Argadus. 

The  Tlis  men  that  weill  his  cuming  knew, 

As  in  the  tyme  thair  spyis  to  thame  schew. 

That  samin  tyme,  als  ^e  sail  vnderstand,  14,840 

Tua  thousand  thevis  come  furth  of  Ireland, 

In  Argatill  ane  lang  tyme  quhair  thai  baid, 

Bayth  brint  and  slew,  and  rycht  greit  spulte  maid. 

Quhen  thai  hard  tell  Argadus  wes  cumand, 

The  Ylis  men  and  thai  bayth  in  ane  band  14,846 

Convenit  thair  togidder  baith  in  ane.  Cols. 

And  ilkane  vtheris  part  that  tyme  hes  tane. 

And  as  [come]  Argadus  within  the  land, 

Thir  perverst  pepill  bayth  in  ane  band, 

Ane  multitude  thai  laid  within  ane  schaw,  14,860 

Syne  kest  ane  trane  this  Argadus  to  draw 

Within  the  strenth,  quhair  that  thair  greit  staill  la. 

Syne  one  the  mome,  rycht  sone  be  it  wes  da, 

This  Argadus  he  foUouit  on  the  trane  ; 

The  Tlis  men  thairof  thai  wer  full  fane,  14,866 

Lay  at  the  wait  that  tyme  into  the  schaw. 

And  leit  him  pas  by  doslie  ane  and  aw. 

Syne  suddantlie,  as  he  wes  passit  by. 

At  onis  raiss  all  with  ane  schout  and  cry. 

Behind  his  bak  come  rydand  in  ane  raice,  14,860 

The  staill  befoir  set  on  into  his  face : 

So  with  his  fais  than  with  mekle  schoir 

Inclosit  wes  thair  baith  behind  and  afoir. 

This  Argadus,  als  het  as  ony  fyre, 

All  dreddour  than  hes  tumit  into  yre,  14,866 

And  baldlie  baid  that  tyme  for  all  thair  boist, 

And  &ucht  so  lang  quhill  he  the  Ijrfe  hes  loist. 

Of  him  this  tyme  I  haif  no  moir  till  sa ; 

Quhen  he  wes  slane  the  laif  fled  all  awa. 

This  Argadus,  as  my  author  me  tald,  14,870 

Efter  his  name  so  beUicois  and  bald. 
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The  multitude  thairof  wes  weill  content,    . 

And  suddantlie  tbairto  gaif  tliair  consent, 

For-quhy  that  tyme,  in  storie  as  we  reid, 

Sic  force  it  wes  it  stude  thame  in  sic  neid.  ii,(K)6 

Out  haif  thai  tane  tua  hundreth  in  that  tyme, 

Moist  prindpall  and  caus  of  all  that  cryme, 

And  thair  captane  withoutin  ony  moir. 

And  presentit  hes  this  nobil^.king  befoir ; 

And  all  the  laif  hes  of  thair  hames  tane,  i4,9io 

And  in  his  will  cuming  that  tyme  ilkane. 

The  king  thame  maid  than  all  to  paa  hame  frie. 

The  tua  hundreth  gart  on  ane  gallons  de ; 

And  thair  captane,  quhilk  caus  wes  of  that  cryme, 

Befoir  thair  ene  wes  hangit  that  same  tyme.         14,916 

The  laif  thairof  for  noy  and  dreddour  schuik, 

So  greit  displesour  in  thair  mynd  tha  tuke. 

As  tha  war  wod  out  of  thair  wit  tha  ran, 

Ypoxme  the  oist  ane  bikker  than  began. 

And  stonis  kest  that  wounder  wes  to  se.  14,980 

The  men  of  armes  in  greit  quantitie, 

Tha  closit  thame  all  naJdt  quhair  tha  stude, 

And  syne  thair  brandis  baitht  into  thair  blude. 

Rycht  cruellie  thair  wer  thai  slane  ilkone, 

Neuir  on  of  thame  levand  away  is  gone.  14,996 

Fra  this  tyme  forth  that  te  haif  hard  rehers, 

The  Y  lis  all  lang  levit  into  peice. 


How  Ethodeus  all  his  Tyme  fra  that  furth 

LEVIT  IN  PeAX  and   ReST  WITH  THE  ROMANIS. 

Tribelleus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

He  wes  content  for  all  the  skaith  and  lak 

That  he  had  tane  laitlie,  tliis  is  no  leis,  14,930 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht  than  for  to  leve  in  peice ; 

Skantlie  he  micht  hald  Britane  into  rest, 

So  oft  rebellit  and  erest  of  the  best. 
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Ethodeofl  efter  tliat  all  his  dais 

In  peax  and  rest,  as  tiiat  my  author  sfUB,  u,su 

And  greit  honotir  all  &a  that  tyme  forth  he  rang, 

But  outvart  weir  or  ony  inwart  wrang, 

Efter  greit  pane  in  weir  that  he  had  tane, 

And  all  his  lordis,  bayth  ^oung  and  aid  ilkane, 

Dewy^t  hes  for  recreatioun,  i4,eM 

To  confort  tbame  with  jipnaolatioun, 

AU  kynd  of  pastance  with  gude  sport  and  pla. 

To  dance  and  sing  and  for  till  hunt  ilk  da. 

With  all  sporting  of  sic  pleaand  plais, 

But  ydilnes  for  till  put  ouir  the  daiB.  i*,w 

Oft  with  his  lordis  throw  the  realme  he  raid, 

And  mony  lawis  of  the  hunting  m&id. 

And  to  the  first  he  ordanit  into  plane 

That  na  hunt  beist  with  schutting  sould  be  slane. 

Nor  jit  with  net,  with  stone,  or  jit  with  tre,      ]4,S60 

Ynder  greit  pane  that  sic  alauchter  auld  be. 

Or  tit  ane  beist  that  had  forrun  the  hound, 

In  ony  place  that  da  quhair  it  wea  fund, 

It  sould  haif  girth  and  respit  for  that  tyme, 

Vnder  the  pane  of  siclike  deidlie  cryme.  14,066 

Siclyke  ane  beist  of  jouthheid  within  eild, 

Quhair  it  wer  fund  in  forreat  or  in  feild, 

It  9uld  be  fre  vnder  sicTlk.! 
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Off  the  iNFEUcfiTiE  OF  Ethodeus  in  his  Aige, 

QUHILK    WAS    SO    NOBILL    ANE    KlNQ    IN    HIS 
^OXJTHHEID. 

Syne  fals  Fortoim  without  stabilitie, 

Qubilk  hes  invy  ay  at  prosperitie, 

And  tumis  erast  qnhen  scho  hes  no  cans, 

For-quhy  scho  is  subdewit  to-na  lawes, 

And  workis  nocht  by  ressone  na  by  skill,  14,970 

Bot  as  scho  list  ay  efter  hir  awin  will ; 

Quhairfoir  he  sittis  in  ane  perrelus  place^ 

IntiU  all  tyme  that  standis  in  hir  grace. 

So  mycht  be  said  of  gude  Ethodeus, 

In  all  his  tyme  that  wes  so  gratius,  ii,976 

Qulien  he  traistit  hir  freindschip  for  till  feill, 

Bycht  suddantlie  scho  tumit  hes  hir  quheill, 

Quhilk  he  mycht  rew  and  all  his  liegis  als. 

Ane  trumpatour,  that  fein^eit  wes  and  fals, 

That  in  his  chalmer  wes  maist  inwart  man,         14,980 

Borne  in  the  Ylis,  and  of  the  cursit  clan 

Of  quhome  befoir  this  king  rycht  mony  slew, 

Bot  schort  quhile  syne  as  I  heir  to  ^ow  schew, 

Thocht  he  wes  treittit  rycht  weill  with  the  king. 

Out  of  his  mynd  remouit  neuir  that  thing,  ii,986 

Bot  ay  lukand  quhill  he  his  tyme  mycht  se. 

Of  that  same  thing  for  to  revengit  he, 

Quhen  that  the  king  ilk  nycht  to  sleip  wes  laid, 

This  trumpatour  in  his  chalmer  he  plaid, 

Quhill  that  the  king  wes  frelie  brocht  on  sleip.  li,990 

Sa  on  ane  nycht  this  tratour  tuke  gude  keip, 

Quhen  that  the  king  on  to  his  bed  wes  gone. 

And  sleipand  wes  and  all  the  laif  ilkone, 

Into  his  bed  he  slew  him  quhair  he  la, 

Syne  quyetlie  he  schupe  to  pas  his  wa.  14,995 

Zii  neuirtheles  be  that  this  deid  wes  done, 

The  kingis  men  laid  handis  on  him  sone, 

H  H 
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In  Albione  wes  nockt  ane  better  king, 

Nor  ^it  so  gude,  in  the  tyme  of  liis  ring, 

Na  lang  befoir  sen  the  weiria  began,  15,030 

Of  the  Bomanis  sic  victorie  that  wan. 


How  THE  Brttis  tuke  thk  Faitht  of  Christ 
BE  THAiR  King  Lucius  vnder  ane  Paip 
callit  Elyntherius. 

Into  the  tyme  of  this  Ethodexis, 

Ane  paip  callit  wes  Elyntherius, 

Quhilk  marterit  wes  into  the  tyme  and  ring 

Of  Seuerius  the  emprioure  and  king,  16,od6 

The  king  of  Britane  in  thai  samin  dais, 

QuhUk  Lucius  hecht,  as  that  my  author  sais. 

Be  the  Romanis  amang  thame  maid  repair 

Daylie  he  Jiard  of  Chrystis  law  and  lair; 

Into  the  quhilk  ane  greit  plesour  he  tuke,  16,040 

With  his  lordifl  syne  ydolatrie  forsuke. 

Syne  to  the  paip  ane  epistill  sone  wrait  he, 

Sayand  thai  wald  into  the  number  be 

Of  Cristin  men,  and  tak  the  fayth  of  Christ, 

With  all  his  pepill  for  to  be  baptist.  16,04S 

Into  Britane  this  paip  than  till  him  send 

Tua  nobill  men  of  vertew  to  commend, 

Fugatius  the  tane  he  hecht  to  name. 

And  Damean  the  tother  of  greit  fame, 

Quhilk  baptist  hes  this  ilk  king  Lucius  '  15,060 

With  Britis  all,  my  author  sais  thus.  Col  2. 

Puttand  away  the  ryte  of  sacrifice, 

Of  ydolatrie  and  all  sic  wickit  vice  ; 

With  diligence  efter  thai  wer  baptist, 

Instructand  thame  into  the  faith  of  Christ,  16,065 

Efter  he  borne  wes  of  the  Virgin  cleir, 

Ane  hundreth  auclitie  and  als  sevin  Jeir. 

H  H  2 
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CHnnnT  Kno  or  Scon^ 

Son    WB    THAT    TiMB 

KTCHT  rut  wnmx  Aiis. 

BtlntilfliH,  of  qqhcHne  befinr  I  spak, 
A*  that  my  author  did  me  moitian  mak. 
Abb  aone  be  bad  tfaat  ires  ane  petfii  dicaU,  ii,m 

Qdnik  WCB  bot  ^oang  and  nodit  t^  pecfite  cOd. 
To  keq>  tbe  law  that  Uiai  had  maid  bcAar, 
Vttii  bain  oonsoit  of  all  faaitb  les  and  moir, 
Ane  SiOnbdl,  EUwdeoa  genoane  brutlier, 
Qnbil^  narrest  wea  that  tyme  of  oaj  vtber  ii^Mi 

For  to  Boceeid  into  hia  bratbens  stcid. 
And  bmke  bia  cronn  efter  tliat  be  ires  deit^ 
WHih  haill  otmsoit  than  wea  be  aownit  kii^. 
^ill  UtiB  grace  thair  wes  in  all  bis  ring: 
'Wth  greit  fitlaett  inflectit  ves  be  so,  iMf* 

WiUi  aoerice  and  vthex  vicia  mo; 
Tbow  greit  diasait,  full  of  anbtillitie. 
Fall  moaj  one  syne  efler  ina[id]  to  de. 
Qobairfoir  his  lordis  bad  at  him  greit  ^d, 
And  da  by  da  imaginaad  bis  deid ;  iijm 

I  Qp  ane  nycht  of  his  ring  the  fourth  teir. 
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How  DONAXDUS,  THE  BbUTHER  GERMANE  OF  EtHO- 
DEUS,    WITH    CJONSENT     OF    ALL    THE    LORDIS, 

WAS  ORowNiT  King. 

Ane  nobill  man,  liecht  Donald  rycht  conding, 

The  bruther  germane  of  Eihodeus  king, 

With  haill  consent  of  all  boith  moir  and  les, 

In  rob  royall  that  same  tyme  crownit  wes. 

Greit  difference  wes  betuix  him  and  his  bruther,  15,090 

For  in  his  tyme  he  exceidit  all  vther 

In  vertuous  lyfe  and  religiositie, 

And  full  he  wes  of  liberalitie. 

Bycht  sone  he  maid  his  kinrik  into  peice, 

Murthure  and  slauchter  suddanelie  gart  ceis  ;        15,096 

Baith  thift  and  reif  and  all  sic  opin  wrang ; 

And  puneist  hes  richt  mony  tratour  Strang. 

Ane  multitude  dalie  in  armour  bricht 

Conducit  hes  of  weirmen  that  wes  wicht, 

Beddie  to  pas  quhair  ony  did  rebell  i6,ioo 

In  contrair  him,  so  did  my  author  tell.* 

And  thus  he  rang  in  rest  rycht  mony  ^eir,  Lib.5,f.75b. 

Quhill  efterwart  hapnit  as  je  sail  heir.  ^^^• 

How  Lucius,  the  King  of  Brttis,  departit,  and 

THE     BOMANIS     DECREITTIT     TO     MAK     NA    MA 
KiNGIS   IN   BrITANE. 

This  Lucius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak. 

The  emprioure  did  king  of  Britane  mak,  i6,io6 

With  eild  and  seiknes  viseit  wes  so  soir, 

He  tuke  his  leif  for  he  micht  leve  no  moir. 

Efler  his  deid  the  Bomanis  did  conclude 

Na  king[is]  mo  to  mak  of  the  Britis  blude. 

For  Weill  thai  wist  it  wes  the  speciall  caus,  i6,ii(J 

Tlie  Britis  brak  so  oft  the  Bomanis  lawis  : 

» In  MS.  did  tell. 
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And  cauisit  tlume  so  oft  for  to  re' 
And  far  tliat  <)aby,  as  my  anUior 
No  king  in  Briteae  wes  that  moo 
Qnluil  efterwart  u  I  sail  to  ^ow 
Finlgentiiii^  qdiiDt  w«a  ane  man  « 
Ane  gnat  noliiil  bonw  of  tbe  Brit 
Seand  thai  war  delraudit  of  thair 
Byebt  &r  ba  wea  oommouit  at  thi 
Qahairiotr  ndit  sooe  amang  the  I 
Rklit  qm«Uie  ane  couuaaU  1m  garl 
Qobair  thair  cx>m[ierit  xaoay  m«t 
Tlus  Fu^dUus  in  middis  of  tham 
As  he  thai  ves  the  maist  wjs  nol 
And  of  this  v-yis  bis  oresoun  b^ 


How  FrLGEyntrs  maid  his 

ROMASIS   THAT   WAU>   SOt 

ANE  King. 


'  LoniiiS,"  be  said,  '-perfitlie  wall 
'  How  the  Romonis  hes  distroyit 
'  And  hes  defamit  baith  kiniik  ai 
'  The  Bobill  Uude  put  to  confiisio 
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Applyit  hes  to  tak  that  thing  on  hand, 

Syne  altogidder  bund  wer  in  ane  band, 

In  gude  and  ill  ay  at  ane  pairt  till  byde 

Quhat  auenture  that  efter  may  betyde.  15,146 

Syne  Fulgentius,  without  ony  discord, 

Then  thai  haif  chosin  to  be  gouemour  and  lord, 

As  he  richt  weill  that  same  tyme  mycht  haif  bene, 

Syne  set  ane  da  quhen  thai  sould  all  convene. 


How  Fulgentius,  efter  the   Britis  consentit 

TILL  HIM,  send  ANE  HeRALD  TO  THE  EiNO  OF 

ScoTTis  FOR  Supple. 

Ane  herald  send  with  his  writing  in  hy,  16,160     CoL3» 

Directit  hes  richt  sone  and  suddantly, 

Commendand  him  richt  lawlie  and  beiung 

To  gude  Donald  that  wes  of  Scottis  king. 

Sayand  to  him,  as  te  haif  hard  me  tell, 

How  all  the  Britis  maid  thame  to  rebell  15,166 

Agane  the  Bomanis  to  reskew  thair  richt. 

In  aU  Britane  wes  nane  sa  ^oung  and  wicht, 

Bot  he  wes  reddie  for  to  suffer  deid. 

Or  mak  thame  frie  out  of  the  Bomanis  feid. 

Sayand  also  the  tyme  wes  rycht  ganand,  15,160 

And  speidfull  als  to  tak  sic  thing  on  hand. 

For-quhy,  he  said,  that  tyme  in  Gallia, 

And  all  the  pairtis  of  Germania, 

Agane  the  Bomanes  mony  did  rebell, 

Be  richt  relatioun  as  he  hes  hard  tell.  I5,l6a 

Cesar  also,  quhilk  wes  baith  walk  and  sueir, 

Seiklie  and  ale  and  micht  nocht  rycht  weill  steir, 

Sic  perreU  saw  in  Home  appeir  to  be. 

Into  Britane  sould  send  no  moir  supple. 

Beseikand  him,  as  he  wes  humbill  wycht,  15,170 

To  rew  on  him  and  help  him  gif  he  mycht 
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Vnto  the  wall,  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir,  15,200 

With  trumpet,  talbume,  blawand  with  greit  schoir. 

In  sindrie  pairtis  doun  the  wall  tha  brak, 

That  Scot  and  Pecht  thairin  passage  mycht  mak. 

Be  this  the  Scottis  war  cumand  at  thair  hand. 

And  Peehtis  alss  togidder  in  ane  band,  15,205 

And  brak  the  wall  befoir  thame  thai  half  fund,  Lib.5,f.76. 

And  fiUit  the  fowseis  evin  full  to  the  ground.  ^' 

Syne  efler  sone  enterit  within  the  land 

At  thair  plesour,  quhair  thai  gat  no  ganestand. 

With  the  Britis  quhair  at  tha  met  togidder,         16,210 

To  Eborac  syne  all  ar  passit  hidden 

Tribelleus  as  thai  than  vnderstude. 

And  all  the  nobiUis  of  the  Bomane  blude. 

That  grittast  war  and  most  than  of  renoun, 

Remanand  than  war  within  that  toun.  15,215 

^it  neuirtheles  it  wes  nocht  as  thai  wene ; 

Tribelleus,  of  quhome  this  tyme  I  mene, 

Passit  in  Kent  his  armie  to  renew, 

Quhairfoir  as  than  thai  wald  no  moir  persew 

To  seig  the  toun,  bot  lute  it  than  alone ;  15,220 

With  haill  power  syne  fordermair  is  gone. 

In  ony  plcu^e  quhair  that  thai  vnderstude, 

Quhair  tha  micht  find  ony  Bomane  blude. 

Or  in  quhat  pairt  thai  hapnit  for  to  be 

Bycht  cruellie  thai  maid  thame  all  to  de  15,526 

Without  petie,  that  tyme  thair  wes  no  pley, 

And  all  vther  that  wald  thame  nocht  obey. 

And  so  thai  wrocht  ay  into  that  land, 

Quhill  symmer  went  and  winter  come  to  hand. 

With  frost  and  snaw  that  furious  wes  and  fell,     15,230 

With  wynd  and  weit,  and  mony  schouris  snell, 

With  mist  and  roik,  and  als  with  mekle  I'ane, 

That  force  it  was  that  tyme  to  leue  the  plane. 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht,  and  all  the  Britis  bald, 

Ar  passit  hame  ilkone  to  thair  awin  hald.  15,235 
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And  all  the  laue  siclike  baith  les  and  moir, 

And  mend  all  faltia  that  wer  m&id  befoir. 

This  Seuerus  thairto  wald  nocht  consent,  15,270 

For-qnhy  he  wea  that  tyme  in  his  intent 

Rycht  couetus  of  gloir  and  viotorie, 

That  was  the  eaus  that  gart  [him]  so  deny 

For  [to]  ressaue  Fulgentius  in  his  grace ; 

Sen  he  fra  Rome  had  maid  so  far  ane  raioe,         I6,27ft 

To  him  he  thocht  it  wes  bayth  lak  and  schame 

But  viotorie  or  battell  to  pas  hame. 

Fulgentius,  herand  that  it  wes  so, 

To  counsall  than  with  his  lordis  did  go ; 

Thair  in  the  presens  of  thame  euerilk  man,  15,280 

Thame  to  perswaid  of  this  way  he  began. 

Heir  followis  the   Teknour   of    Fulgentius 
Oresoun  that  he  maid  to  the  Britis  to 

CAUS  THAME   TO    [ENTER]   THE   FeILD. 

"  Lordis,"  he  said,  **  now  gif  ^e  list  to  heir. 
How  the  Romonis  neirby  thre  hundreth  teir 
Hes  occupyit  oure  landis  as  tha  lest ; 
The  nobill  blude  of  Britane  and  the  best,  16,286 

But  ony  cans  hes  put  to  confusioun, 
And  laitlie  now  translaittit  hes  our  croim; 
Excludit  hes  fra  ws  our  prince  and  king, 

*'  Wnder  thair  wand  in  sic  bondage  to  ring. 

"  Syne  efterwart,  quhat  tyme  that  euir  tha         15,290 
lest. 
The  nobill  blude  quhair  that  tha  think  best. 
In  other  pairtis  for  till  skaill  full  wyde, 
And  in  this  land  no  langar  for  till  byde, 

"  And  thus  tha  think  the  nobillis  till  exclude, 

**  Sj-ne  all  the  laif  put  in  vyle  seruitude.  16,296 

My  counsall  is  now,'*  he  said,  "  thairfoir, 
Or  thai  distroy  our  grit  honour  and  gloir, 


(( 
(( 

it 
(( 
it 


ti 

a 
it 


it 
u 


492 


TSB  BUtK  Of  THE 


"  And  put  oure  self  in  sic  miseritie, 
"  All  on  ane  da  far  erar  for  to  de, 
"  That  efterwart  to  all  the  warld  be  kend,  i6,«oo 

"  We  and  oure  gloir  all  on  ane  da  tuke  end. 
"  ^it  Deoirtheles  we  hidf  na  caus  to  dreid, 
"  Afi  Weill  I  wait  it  sail  preve  into  deid; 
"  For-quhy  I  knaw  thai  ar  nocht  of  ane  mynd, 
"  Nor  of  ane  wiU,  of  mony  aindrie  kynd,  16,80S 

"  Of  dinerss  langage  and  of  diuerss  land, 
"  That  few  of  thame  can  Tther  wnderstand ; 
*'  Without  thai  haif  the  moir  prattik  in  weir, 
"  Or  of  Cesar  that  we  tak  sic  ane  feir, 
"  Be  na  ressoun  that  I  can  heir  or  ne,  ie,3lo 

"  Na  ma  nocht  weill  ane  pairtie  till  wb  he, 
"  Sen  we  ar  all  of  ane  vigour  and  will 
"  Dreidand  no  chance  godia  will  send  wb  till, 
"  Lyfe  or  deid,  and  thinkis  nocht  to  fle, 
.    "  Trai&t  weill,"  he  said,  "  all  at  oure  will  ealbe.  i6,8is 
"  Also  this  tyme  I  think  it  is  nocht  gude 
"  To  gif  thame  feild  with  all  the  multitude, 
"  Bot  to  defend  oure  self  with  jeoperdie, 
*'  Of  Scot  and  Peclit  quhill  that  we  get  suppla" 
Throw  sic  persuaaiouu  as  he  maid  thame  thair,     is,8S0 
All  in  ane  will  that  tyme,  bayth  les  and  mair, 
l-.ib.Sj'.TBb.  Hea  vndertiine  viiouii  ane  da.  to  de, 
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Gif  that  the  Romanis  come  for  till  assaill 

Thair  self,  thair  gude,  that  thai  suld  nocht  prevailL  16,386 

Bicht  mony  Scot  and  Fecht  in  ane  band 

That  samin  tyme  come  reddiAi«t  thair  hand. 

With  thair  captanis  the  quhilk  war  men  of  gude ; 

Syne  lichtit  doun  besyde  thame  on  ane  flude. 

Ypoun  ane  ley  thair  ludging  syne  thai  maid;       16,840 

Ane  royall  oist  thai  war  baith  lang  and  braid, 

Threttie  thousand  of  nobill  men  t)f  weir 

With  hors,  hames,  wuponis  and  vther  geir. 

Thairof  the  Britis  war  rycht  blyth  and  glaid, 

At  thair  meitting  greit  mirrines  wes  maid;  16,846 

The  trumpetis  blew  and  homes  vpone  hicht, 

With  baill  fyris  richt  baldlie  bimand  bricht, 

Ane  hevinlie  sound  of  all  solace  and  sang, 

Grit  mimnes  wes  that  tyme  thame  amang. 

At  thair  counsall  thai  la  that  tyme  stane  still,      16,860 

Ane  da  or  tua  waittand  the  Romanes  will. 


How    Seuerus    left   his    ^oungest    Soke    to 

GOVERNE    BrITANE,   AND    BROCHT    HIS    ELDEST 
SONE  WITH  ANE  ARMIE  TO  EbORAC. 

This  Seuerus,  that  nobill  emprioure, 

Quhilk  in  Ids  tyme  that  wan  so  greit  honour, 

Richt  Weill  he  knew,  as  spyis  till  him  brocht, 

The  wayis  all  that  this  Fulgentius  wrocht.  16,866 

His  youngest  sone,  that  Qeta  hecht  to  name. 

With  liim  that  tyme  he  brocht  so  far  fra  hame. 

Behind  him  left  in  Britane  for  to  be 

Thair  govemour  baith  be  land  and  se. 

Syne  with  his  oist  fordward  to  his  fa,  16,860 

His  eldest  sone  Antone  he  gart  with  him  ga, 

Of  his  greit  oist  lieutennand  for  to  be, 

Wantoun  he  wes  and  of  ane  curage  he, 
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Tha  knychtis  kene  cled  all  in  enrage  cleir, 

Witht  diamontis  ding  most  dantie  and  most  deir,  16,896 

With  rubeis  reid  and  perle  of  orient, 

Poleist,  perfyte,  rycht  precions  and  potent; 

And  mony  ressone  writtin  all  in  grew, 

Sum  with  fyne  gold  and  sum  with  aser  blew. 

Cesar  him  self  quhair  he  raid  in  ane  rout,  16,400 

With  bemis  bald  wes  bordorit  about; 

His  bodie  schene  like  ony  lanteme  lycht. 

Or  as  ane  steme  into  the  frostie  nycht. 

In  curage  cleir  his  cors  wes  weill  cled, 

And  cot  armour  thairwith  aboue  he  had  16,406 

Of  fynest  gold,  that  bumeist  wes  fiill  brycht, 

With  rubeis  reid  and  diamontis  weill  dycht, 

Pouderit  with  perle  most  plesand  and  perfyte, 

And  goldin  letteris  into  Latene  dyte. 

Moir  plesand  sicht  befoir  wes  semdill  sene  i6,4io 

In  Albione  with  ony  fleschlie  ene. 

The  buglis  blew  rycht  baldlie  on  the  bruke. 

The  schalmes  schouttit  quhill  the  schawes  schuke. 

Of  Albione  the  bowmen  les  and  moir, 

With  bowis  big  hes  tane  the  feild  befoir.  16,416 

The  flanis  flew  like  fyre  out  of  the  flint, 

Rycht  awfull  wes  for  till  induir  thair  dynt. 

The  archearis  schot  on  euerie  syde  a  quhile, 

Quhill  ane  micht  pas  the  pas  of  half  a  myle. 

The  bairdit  hors  syne  enterit  in  the  feild,  16,420 

With  speiris  lang  and  mony  targe  and  scheild. 

And  ftdr  fordward  with  sic  ane  felloun  force, 

Quhill  to  the  erd  thai  draue  bayth  men  and  hors. 

Thair  scheildis  raif  and  all  thair  speiris  brak, 

And  mony  beme  wes  laid  vpone  his  bak;  15,426 

Full  mony  schank  and  schulder  than  wes  schome, 

And  mony  bald  men  throw  the  bodie  borne. 

And  mony  breist  wes  bludie  maid  and  bla, 

And  raoiiy  heid  hackit  the  bodie  fra. 
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Tbu  luki  mfZif  ni^  bm»j  men  mydit  mene^     u 
*  ^ae  ssaaipiT  stimr  in  ad  we&  n«iir  aeoe. 
2j^  a:'  ^Aft  &aeha  ane  da  Deir  to  tbe  end, 
Bk  T3ncc»  <€  imj  syde  vnktnd ; 
(^lonll  as  U0  iwi  tknv  BtRnth  ot  raoi  and  g«r, 
Asi  i.Lm  TKxazk  Ae  ^t^wmia  had  in  weir,  u 

TW  -AT^D.-gj?  w  Baid  on  fcra  to  fle. 
Ak:  i±^vnae  ili  iiaiiil  of  thair  men  to  de ; 
Aa:  AST  a^  mony  <m  tbe  totlitf  Erfde, 
Of  tas  Kccaaais  tfaat  tyme  tor  all  tiiair  pryde. 
C«nr  *i=  <ie^-  tint  van  so  greit  lionoDr,  ig 

Scnae  a;c=r  l«£.v  intill  ane  stranger  stour. 
FB^«uii&  qahen  be  sav  thame  fle, 
S*  b»:ej  a^  of  his  nobilHs  thair  de, 
Eftw  his  deSi  that  tvme  be  tliocbt  foil  lang, 
A»i  v^ald  half  entetit  in  tbe  thickest  throng,       it 
In  that  parpob  to  parches  bis  awin  deid. 
Hk  m-ea  rydit  s^Kie  tbat  war  into  that  steid, 
Hag«r  hb  vilL  bes  pot  him  on  ane  hora, 
Out  of  the  feild  syne  gart  him  fle  on  force. 
Tbe  S«oni3  than  and  Pecbtis  quhen  tha  knew       is, 
Of  no  Meif  the  battell  till  renew, 
Anvt  <:]uhen  thai  saw  Frdgentius  als  fle. 
And  wis^t  ry^t  weill  thair  wes  no  moir  sapple. 
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In  greib  danger  that  da  he  wan  the  feild, 

Quhair  mony  thousand  of  his  men  wer  keild ; 

Thairfoir  he  thocht,  for  perrell  that  mycht  fall, 

Wald  nocht  that  tyme  pas  fisorar  no  the  wall,      15,465 

Farrar  to  follow  into  Albione, 

Bot  with  his  oist  bakwart  agane  is  gone. 

With  greit  power  syne  raid  ouir  all  his  land ; 

In  euerie  place  quhair  he  rebellouris  feuid, 

Baith  ^oung  and  aid,  but  patiens  or  petie,  15,470 

Ypoun  ane  gallons  maid  thame  all  to  de. 

Syne  all  the  lave  that  wald  till  him  obey, 

Evin  as  tha  wald  but  counter  pleid  or  pley, 

Bayth  gude  and  ill,  and  als  bayth  ^oung  and  aid. 

To  vse  thair  law  ay  as  thair  awin  self  wald.       15,476 


How  Seuerus  than  in  Winter  passit  to  Eborac, 

AND   REMANIT    THAIR    WITH    HIS    ArMIE    THAT 

Winter. 

Be  this  winter  approchand  wes  rycht  fast. 

With  fell  flawis  and  mony  bitter  blast 

Of  firost  and  snaw,  and  mekill  wynd  and  rane. 

That  nane  for  cald  mycht  byde  vpone  the  plane. 

Quhaiifoir  Seuerus  drew  him  to  the  toun  16,480 

Of  Eborac  quhilk  than  wes  of  renoun ; 

Thair  in  that  winter  to  remane  and  byde.  Col.  2. 

And  all  his  lordis,  quhill  the  symmer  tyde. 

Fulgentius  with  greit  travell  and  pane 

His  men  togidder  gatherit  hes  agane ;  15,485 

And  all  that  winter,  ^e  sail  vnderstand, 

Rcmanit  hes  into  the  Pechtis  land, 

And  with  the  Scottis,  quhair  thame  lykit  best. 

For  all  that  winter  thair  thai  tuke  thair  rest. 

The  Scottis  send  than  in  Ybemia,  16,490 

The  Pechtis  to  Denmark  and  Noma, 
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Waldin  thai  war,  and  wicht  as  ony  hors, 
Ouir  craig  and  cleuche  to  clym  and  rjm  on  force, 
In  mos  and  montanis  and  in  marres  bayth, 
Quhairfoir  the  Romania  did  thame  lytill  skayth.  16,626 


How  Seuerus  fob   Eild  and  Waiknes  mtcht 

NOCHT  TRAVEL,  BOT  SEND  HIS   SONE  ANTOKIUS 
TO   KEIP  THE  BORDOURK 

This  Seuerus  so  trublit  wes  with  eild  Lib.6,f.77b, 

And  greit  seiknes  mich[t]  nocht  cum  to  the  feild,  '  ' 

Antone  his  sone,  that  weill  the  weiris  kend. 

With  ane  greit  armie  to  the  bordouris  send. 

Antoneus,  quhen  that  he  saw  and  knew  15,680 

Sic  perrell  wes  the  Albionis  till  persew, 

Within  sic  strenth  quhair  he  mycht  nocht  preuaill. 

And  saw  the  Romanis  in  tliair  weiris  faill, 

Tumit  his  mynd  on  to  ane  purpois  new, 

And  wald  no  moir  the  Albionis  persew.  15,686 

Bot  suddantlie  than  with  his  power  all 

Gart  big  agane  the  Adrianis  wall, 

In  all  partis  that  tyme  les  and  moir, 

Quhair  it  brokin  was,  as  ye  haif  hard  befoir, 

With  touris  stark  and  turatis  mony  one,  16,640 

And  in  the  wall  wyde  conductis  maid  of  stone, 

Fra  toure  to  toure  and  endlang  the  waw, 

In  tyme  of  neid  thairin  homis  to  blaw, 

Baith  lang  and  wyde  the  quhilk  war  maid  of 

brass, 
So  that  that  sound  endlang  the  wall  mycht  pas,  16,646 
Ilkone  vther  to  wame  quhen  thai  had  neid 
Quhen  that  thai  war  in  perrell  or  in  dreid. 
Watchis  thai  maid  to  walk  vpoun  the  waw, 
And  men  siclike  thair  homis  for  till  blaw. 
Syne  efter  that,  with  all  power  and  micht,  15,650 

Greit  diligence  hes  done  da  and  nycht, 

I  I  2 


'  :  m-  -^K  I  I 


SB    SkSX    KID 


CBOKICLIS  Of*  SCOTLAND.  501 

And  spedallie  the  men  of  maist  honour, 

None  bot  him  self  for  to  mak  emprioure.  ^'"  ^ 

On  to  the  captanis  also  of  the  gaird 

He  gaif  that  tyme  mony  riche  reward ;  16,685 

Beseikand  thame  richt  anefald  with  his  hart^ 

Agane  his  brother  for  to  tak  his  pairt, 

And  him  declair  haill  emprioure  and  king, 

Without  coUige  allanerlie  to  ring. 

The  quhilk  to  do  that  tyme  thai  war  fiill  lay th ;  15,690 

Sa  [thocht]  tha  wist  that  he  wes  neuir  so  wraith, 

^it  wald  thai  nocht  gif  thair  consent  thairtill, 

Wittand  so  weill  it  wes  thair  fatheris  will, 

Efler  his  deid  that  thai  sould  equall  be, 

And  ring  togidder  in  tranquillitie.  15,596 


How  Antoneus,  the  eldest  Sone  of  Seuerus, 
send  to  the  king  of  scottis  and  to  the 
King  of  Pechtis  for  Pkice. 

Antonius,  persaueand  weill  sic  thing, 

Ane  herald  send  on  to  the  Scottis  king, 

And  Pechtis  alss  into  thai  tyme  but  leis, 

Beseikand  thame  for  thair  freindschip  and  peice, 

Sen  peice  and  weir  war  bayth  into  thair  will ;     15,600 

And  tha  agane  sic  ansuer  send  him  till. 

That  wald  tha  nocht  at  that  tyme,  tha  maid  hym 

plane, 
Without  he  wald  rycht  sone  ressaue  agane 
Fulgentius,  and  also  him  restoir 

To  all  possessioun  that  he  had  befoir,  15,605 

And  all  the  laif  that  tuke  his  part  that  tyme 
Forgif  siclyke  of  all  malice  and  cryme, 
And  suddantlie  thairto  gaif  his  consent. 
Antonius  tliairof  wes  rycht  weill  content ; 
Syne  sone  ane  herald  hes  he  send  thame  till,        i6,6io 
All  thair  desyre  at  that  tyme  to  fulfill, 
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Syne  with  the  pig  togidder  all  ar  gane,  16,640 

Thir  tua  brethir  and  thir  lordis  ilkane. 
To  Rome  that  tyme  and  put  that  pig  in  grave, 
With  all  honour  ane  emprioure  sould  haue. 


How  Antonius  in  Presens  of  his  Modeb  slew 
Geta  his  Beuther,  and  succeidit  syne  to 

ALL  the  HAILL  ImPYRE. 

Syne  on  ane  da  that  ilk  Antonius, 

Without  fabill  my  author  sais  thus,  15,646 

Syne  efter  that,  in  presens  of  his  mother, 

Rych  cruellie  he  slew  Geta  his  bruther. 

To  satisfie  his  lust  aud  his  desyre ; 

Succeidit  syne  to  all  the  haill  impyre. 


How    THE     Scorns    FIRST    TUKE    THE     FaITH    OF 

Christ  in  the  Tyme  of  Victoryn,  Donald 
BEAND  King. 

Efler  this  tyme  Donald  the  Scottis  king  16,660 

In  peice  and  rest  ane  rycht  lang  quhile  did  ring, 

And  put  his  kinrik  in  greit  policie, 

With  peice  and  rest,  and  greit  tranquillitie. 

Wes  nane  better  in  all  his  tyme  that  rang, 

Na  ^it  beibir  nor  efter  him  richt  lang.  16,666 

Heir  will  I  leif  and  talk  thairof  no  moir, 

And  now  rehers  of  thingis  done  befoir. 

Into  the  tyme  of  this  ilk  Seuerus, 

Ane  paip  thair  wes  faithfull  and  famous, 

The  quhilk  Victor  wes  callit  in  thai  dayis,  16,660 

The  fyiftenit  paip,  as  that  the  legend  sais, 

Fra  Sanct  Peter,  as  it  is  rycht  weill  kend. 

This  king  Donald  ane  seruand  to  him  send, 
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And  mekill  moir  nor  I  will  now  rehers,  16,700 

Quhilk  neidis  now  nocht  to  be  put  in  verss. 

This  thing  wes  done  efter  tua  hundreth  ^eir 

And  tbrie  also  that  Marie  virgin  cleir 

In  Bethlem  than  buir  the  blissit  birth, 

Till  all  mankynd  quhilk  is  refuge  and  girth.         16,706 

Efler  this  king  had  tane  the  faith  of  Crist, 

And  his  kinrik  compleitlie  wes  baptist, 

With  haill  consent  of  liegis  les  and  moir 

Hes  gart  distroy  all  tempillis  maid  befoir, 

In  euirilk  pairt  that  tyme  baith  ane  and  all,        i6,7io 

And  brint  thair  goddis  into  poulder  small 

Putting  away  all  superstitioun 

Of  gentill  ryit  with  euill  conditioun, 

And  big  kirkis  of  greit  auctoritie, 

Efter  the  vse  of  Cristianitie ;  16,716 

And  preistis  mak  thaiiin  to  sing  and  sa. 

The  pepill  als  vpoune  the  halie  da, 

Na  warldlie  laibour  that  da  for  to  wirk, 

Bot  honour  God  and  pra  into  the  kirk, 

On  sax  dayes  that  maid  all  as  him  lest,  16,720 

Syne  on  the  seyvint  fra  all  werkis  tuke  rest. 

Lang  eft;er  that,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

This  king  Donald  he  leuit  mony  da, 

All  mammitrie  fra  he  gart  thame  forsaik  ; 

And  wes  the  first  bito  Scotland  that  straik  16,726 

Gold  and  siluer,  and  sic  money  to  gang, 

Quhilk  of  befoir  thai  wantit  had  richt  lang. 

On  the  tane  syid  he  gart  prent  Christis  cors. 

And  on  the  tother  him  self  vpone  ane  hors. 

In  sempiterne  rememberance  to  be  16,730 

Of  Christis  deith  and  Cristianitie. 

Syne  efter  that,  as  that  my  author  sais, 

In  Christis  faith  cloisit  his  latter  dais, 

And  bereist  wes  ane  litill  efter  that 

Into  ane  place  the  quhilk  wes  consecrat,  16,735 
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Lib.  6. 


Ethodeus  on  this  way  being  deid, 
p  No  king  thair  wes  richt  lang  into  his  steid.  16,766 

^   Ane  sone  he  had  that  wes  ane  prettie  child, 
^    Fettis  and  fair  and  nocht  of  lawfoll  eilde, 

To  name  that  tyme  wes  callit  Ethorton, 
E    Fainr  in  eirth  ^it  wes  thair  neuir  none; 
^     In  Yle  of  Mone  standand  into  the  se,  16,770 

With  Drewedes  at  studie  that  was  he. 

In  greit  beleif  of  his  wit  and  ingyne, 

His  gentres  and  aJs  his  wisdome  syne, 

With  haill  consent  than  baith  of  aid  and  ^ing 

Within  ^outhheid  than  wes  he  crownit  king.         16,776 

Flesand  he  wes,  perfite  in  euirilk  pla, 

Walkryffe  in  weir  at  all  tyme,  nycht  and  da; 

Blyth  and  benyng,  full  of  hnmanitie ; 

Richt  large  he  wes  in  liberalitie. 

Ane  lang  da  onir  thocht  I  my  pen  wald  vse,       16,780 

YnsufiScient  I  am  this  tyme  to  miss 

His  greit  vertew  and  his  nobilitie, 

To  euirilk  man  with  sic  hmnanitie ; 

Quhairof  as  now  I  lat  sic  thing  pas  by. 

And  to  my  purpois  now  I  will  apply.  16,786 

Sone  efter  syne  into  the  auchtane  ^eir 

Wes  of  his  ring,  as  I  sail  schaw  jow  heir, 

Quhat  wes  the  cans  I  can  nocht  tell  ^ow  than. 

He  changit  sone  intill  ane  vther  man. 

Bot  Weill  I  wait  it  wes  ill  company  16,790 

Of  lad  and  loun,  hurdome  and  harlatrie. 

lU  companie,  without  it  get  releif. 

It  bringis  mony  to  rycht  greit  mischeif. 

FuU  suith  it  is  as  I  hard  wyss  men  sa,  CoL2. 

Et  tu  semper  cum  bonis  ambula.  16,796 

With  auerice  he  wes  so  far  infeccit, 

Quhilk  causit  him  to  be  baith  blind  and  blekit 
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<*^A]id  lordis  als,  the  quilk  richt  weill  he  knew 

K  Tha  halt  the  king,  as  sindrie  to  him  schew; 

ne   Full  weill  he  wist  tha  hait  him  to  the  deid,         16,830 

£:    And  for  that  cans  he  socht  at  thame  remeid. 

^A.  Yntill  ane  counsall  than  he  did  thame  call, 

^    Qdhen  thai  come  thair  in  middis  of  thame  all, 
Seand  also  ganand  wes  tyme  and  place, 

.  ^  Ezponit  hes  to  thame  that  cruell  caice,  16,885 

^     And  all  the  faltis  als  of  this  cruell  king  ; 
Sayand  he  wes  vnabill  in  all  thing 
To  weir  ane  croim,  or  be  ane  king  or  prince, 

'      To  his  liegis  had  done  sic  violence. 

Far  mair  he  said  na  I  will  now  report ;  16,840 

All  that  I  leif  becaus  the  tyme  is  schort. 

Nathologus  quhen  he  his  taill  hes  endit, 

With  sair  complaynt  how  that  he  wes  offendit, 

Bayth  ^onng  and  aid  was  present  in  that  steid 

Promittit  hes  for  to  tak  lyfe  and  deid  I6,8i6 

In  that  querrell  agane  that  cruell  king, 

Quhill  that  he  wer  revengit  of  that  thing : 

Syne  thai  wer  swome  to  keip  counsall  and  lane, 

Settand  ane  place  quhair  thai  sould  meit  ogane, 

And  mak  thame  reddie  alss  sone  as  tha  ma.         16,860 

Syne  efter  that,  vpoune  the  tuentie  da, 

Rycht  suddantlie  than  haif  thai  tane  the  feild, 

With  mony  man  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild.  Lib.  6,f.79. 

Towart  Ewon  thai  tuke  the  reddie  wa, 

Quhair  that  this  king  with  his  euiU  counsall  la,  16,865 

Into  his  hurdome  and  greit  harlatrie. 

So  at  the  last  thair  come  to  him  ane  spy, 

Quhilk  schew  to  him,  as  ^e  haif  hard  befoir, 

Nathologus  with  mekill  host  and  schoir. 

And  mony  lord  into  his  companie,  16,860 

Onto  the  toun  wer  cumand  into  hy, 

As  he  beleuit  for  na  vther  thing, 

But  for  to  be  revengit  of  the  king : 


U.       "  .-^i.     7"  TTT" 


31CIL^ 


-     T^=r 


i-.-^ 


K.  •  '■-"' 


J5     1. 


*'  -^ 


"»-     i* 


y=.u.  X    & 


--"i^    *r    "nkn-    at'.    Tcn»at  "ir  i*  j 


CE0NICLI3  OF  SCOTLAND.  611 

And  said  tha  wer  rycht  lytill  to  commend, 

To  fecht  for  him  durst  nocht  him  self  defend.       16,896 

With  haill  consent,  my  author  tellis  thus, 

Tha  passit  all  syne  to  Nathologus, 

And  said  to  him  that  tha  wald  tak  his  part ; 

And  he  agane  thame  thankit  with  his  hart. 

Syne  tha  wer  swome  for  to  be  trew  him  till,      16,900 

And  byde  with  him  baith  into  gude  and  ill. 

Nathologus  that  tyme,  withoutin  rest, 

Ypone  the  king  he  hes  gart  follow  fast, 

Attouir  all  quhair  him  for  to  seik  and  se, 

In  ony  place  gif  he  ma  fundin  be.  16,906 

• 

How  THE  King,  seand  he  might  nocht  eschaip, 

SLEW   HIM    SELF    ERAR    NA    CUM    IN   HIS    FAIS 

Handis. 

So  hapnit  him  into  this  samin  quhill, 

Into  ane  gaila  passand  to  ane  yle, 

Be  aventure  of  storme  fell  in  the  se,  ^^-  ^* 

Drevin  to  the  land  bakwart  agane  wes  he, 

Quhair  he  arryuit  in  ane  previe  place.  i6,9io 

Syne  efterwart  quhen  that  he  knew  the  cace, 

Into  that  tyme  he  stude  in  so  greit  dout, 

Heirand  his  fais  la  him  round  about, 

Erar  that  tyme  or  he  come  in  thair  will. 

To  heir  sic  scharoe  as  thai  wald  sa  him  till,         16,916 

And  byde  thair  boist,  and  for  to  heir  sic  blame, 

The  mekill  scome,  the  heidding  and  the  schame. 

The  greit  confiisioun  but  ony  remeid, 

Ane  thousand  tymes  he  had  levar  bene  deid. 

Thairfoir  rycht  sone  ane  lang  knyfe  out  he  drew,  16,920 

And  at  ane  straik  his  awin  self  thair  he  slew. 

Into  hLs  tyme  quhen  he  had  rung  tuelf  teir, 

He  maid  sic  end  as  I  haif  said  zow  heir. 

Sic  thing  as  this  sould  greit  exempill  be 

To  king  or  prince  for  to  keip  equitie,  16,926 
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'*  Of  this  tirrane  quhilk  wes  oure  prince  and  king, 

*'  So  cruell  wes  in  mony  sindrie  thing, 

**  Puttand  him  self  now  to  so  vyle  ane  deid,  Lib.6.f.79b. 

"  Thankit  be  God  hes  send  ws  sic  remeid!  16,056    ^^^'  ^' 

"  The  hand  of  God  it  strykis  with  sic  strenth, 

"  Suppois  it  cum  at  greit  laser  and  lenth, 

"  Quhair  enir  it  lycht  it  smytis  than  so  sair, 

''  Sua  that  thai  neid  to  punneist  be  na  mair. 

"  Quhilk  ma  be  said  be  this  vnhappie  king  ;         16,060 

"  In  sic  folic  thocht  God  sufferit  him  to  ring, 

"  ^it  at  ye  last,  as  it  wes  rj'cht  weill  kend, 

"  God  hes  brocht  all  vnto  ane  richt  just  end, 

'^  And  causit  him  of  him  awin  self  to  tak 

"  Ane  greit  amendis,  with  mair  schame  and  lak  16,066 

"  Na  we  desyrit  of  him  for  till  haif. 

"  The  quhilk  sould  be  exempill  to  the  hxif 

"  Of  all  his  kin,  and  te  moir  wyiss  to  be, 

*'  And  nocht  desyre  sa  gi*eit  ane  dignitie 

As  to  be  maid  ane  crownit  king  or  prince,      15,070 

Sen  that  tour  father  hes  done  sic  offence. 
'^  To  his  liegis  thai  ma  weill  traist  sic  thing, 
*'  Tha  will  luif  nane  cumis  of  his  offspring. 
*'  Heirby,"  he  said,  "^e  may  richt  weill  considder, 
"  Ze  lordis  all  that  heir  now  ar  togidder,  15,975 

"  Greit  perrell  is,  and  le  richt  wnderstude, 
"  To  cheis  ane  king  that  cuming  is  of  the  blude 
"  Of  this  fals  king,  thocht  it  be  neuir  so  fair, 
''  And  speciallie  the  naiTar  as  the  war. 
"  Quliairfoir,"  he  said,  "  ye  faill  far  in  that  thing,  16,980 
"  Tak  ye  his  sone  at  this  tyme  to  be  king, 
"  Or  ony  vther  that  is  of  his  kin  ; 
"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "thair  sail  rycht  sone  begyn 
"  Of  his  vnkyndnes  dalie  for  till  craif, 
"  Thinkand  of  ws  ane  mendis  for  to  haif  16,986 

*•  Thus '  all  oure  tyme  we  sail  leif  ay  in  dreid 
**  Quhill  thair  is  ony  levand  of  that  feid. 
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Bot  suddanelie  tuke  purpois  for  to  fie 

Into  Pechtland  with  nevoyis  thre,  i6,oi5 

Fyndocus  and  Carentius  hecht  the  vther, 

Donald  the  thrid,  quhilk  wes  his  youngest  bruther ; 

All  sonis  war  to  Athartone  the  king. 

This  Dorus  full  soir  he  dred  sic  thing, 

Nathologus  sould  do  thame  mekill  noy,  16,090 

Syne  finaUie  baith  him  and  thame  distroy. 

For  that  same  caus,  as  ye  sail  vnderstand, 

With  fein^eit  weid  he  passit  in  Pechtland, 

Dissimuland  his  birth  and  aJs  his  blude. 

Quhat  that  he  wes  rycht  few  than  wnderstude.    16,095 

How  Nathologxjs   FEYrr  ane  Man   to   follow 
Dorus   was    fled    in   Pechtland    for   to 

SLAT  HIM. 

Nathologus,  fra  he  wes  crownit  king, 

Had  greit  desyre  perpetuallie  to  ring. 

And  his  airis,  bot  tit  he  *  wes  adred 

Quhen  that*  [he]  knew  that  this  Dorus  wes  fled 

Into  Pechtland  with  thir  childer  to  byde.  ie,oso 

Rycht  priualie  thairfoir  he  gart  provyde 

Ane  man  richt  sone  the  quhilk  hes  tane  [on]  hand 

To  sla  Dorus  and  he  war  in  Pechtland. 

Quhen  he  wes  reddie  efter  on  ane  da 

He  tuke  his  leif,  syne  passit  on  awa,  ie,086 

Ay  fordwart  furth  without  ony  ganestand, 

Ilk  da  by  da  quhill  he  come  in  Pechtland. 

So  at  the  last  it  hapnit  him  to  meit 

Rycht  quyetlie  ane  man  vpone  the  streit, 

Of  figure,  fassoun,  and  of  quantitie,  l6,<yio 

As  Dorus  wes  he  semit  for  till  be. 

Into  the  mirk,  and  aJs  he  wes  disgysit, 

Thairfoir  the  tother  that  wes  evill  advysit, 
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Secreit  writ,  the  quhilk  that  to  thame  schew        16,080 
Tha  thocht  rycht  aone  thair  richtis  to  reskew. 
Betuix  thame  of[t]  this  woman  so  hes  gane, 
Quhill  at  the  last  with  wryting  scho  wes  tane 
Rycht  quietlie,  and  syne  had  to  the  king, 
Quhilk  schew  to  him  the  suith  of  all  that  ]  6^085 

thing. 
Secreit  and  cloiss  he  keipit  [h]as  that  caice, 
Quhill  eflerwart  that  he  saw  tyme  and  place. 

How  Nathologus   slew  mony  Lordis  that  he 

HELD      SUSPECT     AGANE       HIM       ANENT       THIS 
DORUS. 

Syne  eflerwart  he  send  in  greit  effect 

For  thame  he  held  in  that  mater  suspect, 

Beseikand  thame  richt  sweit  to  cum  him  to,  I6,090 

For  greit  mater  he  had  with  thame  to  do. 

And  thai  agane,  truetand  of  sic  thing, 

Bicht  reuerentlie  obeyit  to  thair  king 

At  his  bidding,  and  maid  na  tarie  lang. 

Syne  quhen  thai  come  in  presoun  all  thame  16,096 

flang  ; 
Rycht  quyetlie  thairin  gart  thame  include 
Thir  lordis  all  that  war  men  of  greit  gude ; 
Lang  thair  ane  quhile  he  did  thame  to  remane. 
Syne  sone  efber  thir  lordis  all  hes  slane, 
Rycht  cruellie  but  other  dome  or  law;  i6,ioo 

Of  God  or  man  he  stude  so  litill  aw. 

How  THE  FrEINDIS  OF  THAME  THAT  *  WAR  SLANE 
TUKE  FeILD  AGANE  THE  TiRRANE  KlNG  AND 
CHAISSIT  HIM   IN   MURRA. 

Hiis  cruell  cace  quhen  it  wes  efter  kend 
To  thair  freindis  how  thai  had  maid  sic  end 
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Baith  Erss  and  Latjne  scho  culd  reid  and  wryte, 

And  in  that  craft  wes  cunnyng  and  perfyte  ; 

Thingis  to  cum  perfitlie  scho  culd  tell,  16,140 

So  hamelie  wes  with  the  angeUis  of  the  hell. 

Ane  Murra  man  maist  inwart  with  the  king, 

And  had  coimsall  to  him  of  all  that  thing, 

To  speik  that  wyse  in  lona  yle  he  send 

Richt  quyetlie,  to  wit  the  finall  end  16,145 

Of  his  fortoun  that  tyme  aganis  his  fa ; 

Syne  with  his  charge  he  tuke  his  leif  to  ga. 

Quhill  at  the  last,  within  ane  lytill  quhile, 

Come  to  this  wyfe  that  wes  in  lona  yle ; 

Syne  schew  to  hir  his  erand  and  his  charge,         16,160 

With  fair  langage  and  giftis  als  rycht  large, 

Be  ony  way  that  gif  scho  culd  reveilld 

Quha  sould  prevaill  and  victor  be  in  feild, 

And  schaw  to  him  als  far  as  scho  kend 

Of  that  battell  the  mortall  fait  and  end,  I6,if  6 

And  gif  the  king  in  that  battell  sould  die, 

And  quhen  or  quhow  by  strenth  or  subtilitie. 

How   THIS  AULD  CaRLING  GAIFF  HIR  ANSTTER    ON 
THE  MORNE  TO  THIS   MeSSINGER. 

This  aid  carling,  the  quhilk  wes  rycht  perqueir 

Into  that  craft,  as  te  saU  efier  heir, 

Scho  tuke  a  terme  quhill  on  the  mom  at  none    16,160 

To  gif  ansuer  how  all  thing  suld  be  done.  ^*c^i  V^^' 

Syne  on  the  mome  with  this  carling  he  met, 

At  tyme  and  place  quhair  that  the  tryst  wes  set, 

Waittand  alway  vpoune  that  wyflSs  will ; 

This  wes  tlie  ansuer  that  scho  had  him  tilL  16,105 

"  Wit  le,"  scho  said,  "revelit  is  to  me, 

"  On  to  the  king  is  force  to  him  till  de ; 

"  Quhilk  be  na  way  nor  wisdome  he  ma  schaip, 

*'  Or  tit  prayer  of  patriark  or  paip. 
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Tbairfoir  he  dred  he   sould  hald  him  suspett. 

And  all  the  spate  to  lay  into  his  net: 

Syne  efterwart,  but  ony  dome  or  law, 

Bycht  cruellie  said  him  baith  hing  and  draw, 

Lang  so  he  wes  perplexit  in  his  mynd,  16,210 

Syne  at  the  lost  concludil  and  defynd, 

For  to  vmschew  that  chance  and  havie  caice, 

To  sla  the  king  ma  he  get  tyme  and  place. 

And  80  he  baid  lang  waittand  on  his  tyme, 

Adred  he  war  accusit  of  sic  cryme.  16,216 


How  iHE  King  was  slane  vpoun  the  Closat 

BE  THE  SAME  MAN  THAT  I   SPAK  OF  BEFOia 

It  hapnit  syne  sone  efber  on  ane  da, 

This  king  he  went,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

On  to  ane  closat  richt  quyetlie  him  allane,  Col.  2. 

Ane  lytill  colick  that  tyme  he  had  tane. 

That  samin  man  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  16,220 

He  followit  him  richt  cloiss  in  at  the  bak, 

Sayand  he  had  sum  secreitt  schaw  him  tilL 

The  king  beheld  to  heir  quhat  wes  his  will. 

And  he  agane  so  lawlie  to  him  spak 

Tlie  king  of  him  sould  no  suspicioun  tak.  16,226 

Rycht  mekle  ill,  and  rycht  mekle  lak  and  schame, 

Befoir  the  king  that  tyme  he  spak  of  thame 

Agane  his  croim  committit  had  sic  cryme; 

Syne  suddantlie,  quhen  that  ho  saw  his  tyme, 

Vpoun  the  closat  that  tyme  quhair  he  sat,  16,260 

He  stickit  him  withoutin  ony  lat; 

In  baith  his  armes  sync  lies  him  claucht. 

And  flang  him  doun  rycht  deip  in  that  same  draucht. 

Syne  quyetlie  he  passit  in  the  tyde. 

Be  ane  postrum  sone  fiirth  on  the  bak  syid,         16,235 

Quhair  that  ane  seruand  with  [ane]  hoi-s  him  baid. 

Syne  hand  for  hand  togidder  furth  thai  raid 
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Seruii  richt  weill  thame  baith  at  fit  and  hand, 
With  greit  hononr  come  hame  into  Scotland. 
Syne  but  delay  togidder  all  a^^e  gone  16,270 

With  thair  bnither  the  lordis  in  till  Ewone. 
Fyndok,  the  eldest  of  thir  brether  thrie, 
Rycht  fresche  and  fair,  full  of  formositie, 
Worthie  and  wyss,  rich,  gudlie  and  conding, 
With  haill  consent  that  tyme  wes  crownit  king.  16,275  Lib.6,f.8i. 
His  perfyte  prent  and  plesand  portrature  '   * 

Exceidit  far  all  vther  creature  ; 
Fragrant,  formois,  and  flurischand  in  ^outh, 
Fredome  and  faimes  he  had  at  all  fouth, 
Quhilk  did  exceid  alss  far  all  other  wycht,  16,280 

As  dois  the  mone  the  stemis  in  the  nycht. 
The  pepill  syne  quhen  that  tha  did  considder 
His  pulchritude  and  greit  vertu  togidder, 
Of  him  that  tyme  thai  had  ane  greit  beleif, 
Traistand  he  sould  ane  nobill  prince  preif.  16,286 

And  tha  of  him  wer  nothing  than  begylit, 
Richt  clene  he  wes,  but  ony  vice  vnfyllit ; 
Referrand  him  ay  to  his  lordis  will. 
And  thair  counsall  in  all  thingis  gude  or  ill. 
Suppois  he  wes  thair  govemour  and  king,  16,290 

But  thair  counsall  he  wald  do  nothing. 
With  Brit  and  Pecht,  and  Romanis  to  also, 
He  had  greit  peice  quhair  euir  he  list  till  go. 
And  in  gude  peice  ane  lang  quhile  so  he  rang, 
But  outwart  weir  or  ony  inwart  wrang,  16,295 

Haiffand  na  fa  that  tyme  him  to  persew, 
Quhill  fals  Fortoun,  that  na  tyme  can  be  trew, 
Hes  brocht  him  sone  vnto  ane  suddant  end, 
Quhilk  wes  greit  harme  quhen  all  the  suith  wes 
kend. 
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How  Donald  the  Sone  of  this  foirsaid  Do- 
nald COME  furth  of  Yreland  and  hekeit 

ALL  ArGTLE. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  half  to  ^ow  tald, 

The  sone  and  air  than  of  this  ilk  Donald^  16,385 

Quhilk  Donald  als  to  name  callit  wes  he, 

Ane  rycht  scharpe  schro  full  of  iniquitie, 

Out  of  Yreland  he  brocht  full  mony  cheif 

Quhilk  in  Argyle  hes  done  rycht  greit  mischeif. 

Bayth  brint  and  slew,  and  hereit  all  the  land,      16,840 

Wes  nothing  fre  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand. 

Quhen  thir  tydenis  on  to  the  king  wes  tald, 

He  maid  bim  boun  than'  baitb  witb  pung  and  aid. 

Syne  on  the  nycht  richt  cloislie  with  ane  spy 

He  come  richt  sone  quhair  thir  theuig  did  ly ;      16,346 

And  in  the  tyme  he  set  thame  round  about, 

Syne  suddanelie  set  on  thame  with  ane  schout. 

Kicht  mony  thair  wer  slane  in  to  that  steid, 

The  laue  war  tane  and  hangit  to  the  deid ; 

Donald  him  self  he  fled  ryc}it  fast  awa  16,360 

In  ane  small  bark  on  to  Ibemia  ; 

To  saue  him  self  thair  still  he  did  remane, 

Quhill  that  this  king  wes  passit  hame  agane. 

And  sone  agane  he  come  syne  of  the  new, 

As  of  befoir  richt  pertlie  to  persew,  16,866 

To  bime  and  sla,  bot  than  it  wald  nocht  be, 

For-quhy  he  wantit  all  help  and  supple, 

His  men  wer  slane  as  ^e  haif  hard  befoir. 

His  freindschip  all  distroyit  les  and  moir, 

And  all  his  land  wes  waistit  vp  and  doun,  16,860 

But  come  or  cattell,  tilthe  or  ony  toun. 

And  quhen  he  saw  that  he  culd  cum  na  speid, 

To  do  his  devoir  be  the  way  of  deid, 
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Perswmdit  ha  vhli  ircriis  Ahl  Wn^ng  i^Wd 

And  greit  giio^  fcr  to  Leoxis  t!>e  kii^. 

At  his  plesoor  thai^  rskf:  \hax  ihing  on  Land; 

Svne  fen^eit  thame  as  tha  had  lefi  ibe  land 

For  dnid  of  Donald,  canst  tfaame  to  fle 

As  he  had  bene  thair  mortall  ennimie,  i«.3fts 

Traisting  the  king  of  «ic  thing  vjvld  thanie  tiv^w, 

And  [of]  thair  flemvng  grt-ii  als  till  aDow, 

Quhairthrow  thai  <soald  grow  hamelie  with  his  grace. 

And  syne  rieht  sr.ne  to  find  ane  tyme  and  place. 

Rieht  quyetlie,  other  be  wav  or  streit  i«.MO 

Without  perrell  thair  porpoi^  to  compleit. 

Was  nane  in  court  that  tjme  gaif  thame  credence. 

Nor  ^it   admitt  to  the  Idn^  presence  : 

Saspectit  wer  lang  efter  thai  come  thair. 

And  wald  haif  bene  the  langar  ay  the  mair,         ie,-kV5 

Had  nocht  bene  the  kingis  secuud  bruther 

Carentius,  the  qnhilk  aboue  all  vther 

Gaif  thame  sic  traist  and  credens  in  all  thing, 

Acquentit  thame  syne  efter  witht  the  king. 

And  quben  thai  come  in  presens  of  his  grace,       i6.,4io 

With  fraudfuU  mynd,  with  fills  and  fein^eit  face, 

Mony  loud  lesing  rieht  planelie  thai  culd  mak 

Of  this  Donald  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak. 

Quhairthrow  thai  M'ar  rieht  inwart  with  the  king, 

And  greit  credence  liad  of  him  in  aU  thing  ;         ie,4i6 

And  of  liis  counsall  most  inwart  and  trew. 

Carentius  the  suith   quhen  that  he  knew, 

Tha  war  auctoreist  with  the  king  his  biiiUier, 

He  traistit  thame  that  tyme  aboue  all  vther, 

In  word  and  werk  to  him  haldiu  most  deir,         ie,490 

To  him  all  tyme  withoutin  ony  peir  ; 

And  throw  sic  traist  of  Carentius  tha  had, 

With  nane  that  tyme  suspectit  wer  and  dred. 
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How  THIR  TUA  TRA.T0URI8  WAR  TAKE  AND  AC- 
CU8IT,  CONDAMPNIT,  AND  SYNE  HANQIT  AND 
DRAWIN    FOR    THAIR    REWARD. 

Quhen  this  was  done  tbir  tratouris  baytli  did  fie 

Chit-tbrow  ane  mos  on  till  ane  montane  he.  io,456 

And  as  Qod  wald,  for-quhy  it  wes  hot  ryeht, 

Tha  war  ouir  tane  or  tha  come  to  the  hyclit ; 

Within  ane  park  that  stude  vpoun  ane  plane, 

War  apprehendit  and  baith  brocht  agane. 

And  quhen  thai  war  accusit  of  that  thing,  io,460 

Quhy  and  quhairfoir  thai  slew  that  nobill  king, 

With  sic  tressoun  and  greit  erudelitie, 

Quhilk  schew  to  thame  so  greit  hiimanitie, 

And  had  thair  faith  and  lawtie  so  degradit ; 

Tha  schew  agane  how  tliat  thai  war  perswadit     io,405 

Be  fals  Donald,  of  quliome  befoir  I  told, 

Ane  bellomy  rioht  busteous  we.s  and  bald  ; 

And  maist  of  all  that  of  ouy  vther. 

Be  Carentius  quhilk  wes  the  kingis  bruther. 

2it  neuirtheles  it  wes  eith  to  presume  10,470 

Of  thir  tratouris  it  wes  ane  suspect  dome, 

And  thai  of  him  said  it  for  invye ; 

Quhat  wes  the  caus  I  can  nocht  tell  weill  ciuhy  : 

Quhill  efterwart  previt  richt  weill  in  deid, 

As  ye  sail  find  heir  of  him  quhen  ^e  reid.  10,475 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  to  ^ow  schawin, 

Thir  tua  tratouris  wer  bayth  hangit  and  drawin 

With  foure  wicht  hors,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend. 

For  that  same  deid  this  wes  thair  latter  end. 

How  Carentius,  herand  that  he  was  suspectit 
OF  HIS  Brutheris  Deith,  fled  into  Britane, 

AND    THAIR    REMANIT   IJINQ    VNKNAWIN    THAT 
HE   WES   ATHER   OF   BlUDE  OR  NATIOUN. 

Carentius  of  that  quhen  he  hard  tell,  io,480 

He  tuke  sic  dreid  he  durst  na  langer  dwell ; 

L  L 


CBONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  581 

On  fals  Donald  with  anger  and  dispyie, 

His  broderis  deid  for  to  revenge  and  quyte.         le^sic 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  ^e  heir  me  sa, 

Ana  messinger  oome  fra  Morauia, 

Quhilk  riddin  had  and  gone  richt  mony  myllis, 

And  schew  till  him  how  Donald  of  the  Ylis 

In  Murra  land,  and  alB  in  Lugia^  itf^680 

Had  brint  and  alane  with  heirsohip  nyoht  and  da. 

So  cruellie  his  pepill  he  had  slane, 

Durst  nane  so  bald  in  tha  boundis  remane  ; 

Impotent  pepill  that  doucht  nocht  for  to  fie, 

Bicht  doggitlie  he  maid  thame  all  to  de.  16,685 


How  King  Donald  wes  slane  in  Mttrrat  be 

THIS  PALS  TiRRANE,    DONALD  OF  THE  YlIS. 

This  king  Donald,  quben  he  hes  hard  him  tell 
The  greit  mischeif  amang  his  lieges  fell, 
He  maid  no  tarie  that  tyme  nycht  nor  da, 
Bot  suddanelie  he  passit  in  Murra. 
Syne  stentit  pal^eonis  doun  at  the  se  coist,  ie,680 

With  small  power  thair  byding  on  his  oist, 
Endlang  ane  balk  quhair  that  he  gat  sum  beild. 
And  wes  ouir  few  to  gif  his  fais  feild, 
This  ilk  Donald  quhen  that  he  knew  that  thing, 
So  small  power  was  that  tyme  with  the  king,      16,686 
And  weiU  he  wist  the  langar  ay  the  mair, 
That  it  wald  grow  and  his  awin  power  pair, 
Deeemit  hes  thairfoir  richt  suddantlie 
To  gif  battell  or  he  gat   moir  supple. 
That  samin  nycht,  ane  litill  forrow  da,  16,640 

Come  on  the  king  that  same  tyme  quhair  lie  la. 
With  greit  power  wnwittand  of  this  king. 
So  quyetlie  he  gydit  all  this  thing. 
Sjoie  with  ane  schout,  ane  litill  forrow  da, 
Come  on  the  king  that  samin  tyme  quhair  he  la.  16,646 

LL2 
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And  Weill  he  wist^  and  tha  thair  tyme  mycht  se, 

Of  the  injure  thai  wald  revengit  be 

That  he  committit  the  king  quhen  that  he  slew,  16,580 

And  traistit  weill  neuir  on  till  him  wes  trew. 

Ilk  man  of  gude  he  held  liis  mortall  fa, 

In  audiens  durst  nother  byde  nor  ga, 

In  all  his  tyme  he  stude  into  sic  dout, 

But  armit  men  that  ^eid  him  round  about  ;       16,585 

And  da  by  da  in  greit  haitrent  he  gi*ew 

Of  his  pepill,   so  that  thair  wes  richt  few 

Or  nane  ^  that  tyme  that  he  mycht  traist  in  till, 

To  thame  he  wes  so  wickit  and  so  ilL 

Full  mony  lord,  as   ye  sail  vnderstand,  16,69  0 

But  ony  £Eilt  dishereist  of  his  land  : 

Syne  maid  thame  all,  throw  his  inniquitie,  Lib.6,t8aii, 

But  ony  grace  vjx)xme  ane  gallons  de. 

Greit  wraiig  he  wrocht  throw  malice  and  invy 

To  thame  of  quhome  he  had  sic  jelosie ;  io,696 

And  mekill  mair  nor  I  haif  tald  ^ow  heir, 

Neirby  the  space  that  tyme  of  threttene*  ^eir. 

Sjme  gratious  God,  reformar  of  all  thing, 

Mich[t]  nocht  suffer  this  tirrane  langar  ring, 

Knawand  so  weill  he  wes  so  obstinat,  16,600 

Into  ill  mynd  and  vicis  indurat, 

Quhau-foir  he  did  ane  vengence  of  him  tak, 

Quhilk  lang  befoir  he  held  fra  liim  abak ; 

Bydand  alway  quliill  that  he  sould  repent 

Of  his  vicis  and  to  pennance  consent,  16,605 

That  men  ma  knaw  his  mercie  and  fauour 

Exceidis  far  his  justice  and  rigour. 

The  langar  ay  he  suffer  men  to  syn. 

And  planeliar  to  perseveir  thairin, 

Quhen  he  plesis  for  sic  synnis  to  smyte,  i6,6io 

The  sword  of  vengence  will  the  sarar  byte. 
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So  at  the  last  he  hes  fund  ane  devyiss,  ^^  *• 

To  that  tirrane  to  enter  into  seroice ;  16,646 

Quhairby  he  midit  quhen  that  him  liist  to  haif 

His  presens,  ay  siclike  as  had  the  laif 

Of  his  famelie,  quhometo  that  he  gaif  fe^ 

And  thus  he  thocht  revengit  for  to  be 

Of  this  tirrane  so  mekill  wrang  had  done,  16,660 

Quhen  euer  he  saw  his  tyme  wes  oportune. 

For  Weill  he  wist  thair  wes  na  man  him  kend 

For  kingis  sone,  thairfore  richt  sone  he  wend 

On  to  this  king,  askand  him  with  gude  will 

To  sum  seruice  that  he  wald  put  him  till.  16,666 

Rycht  Weill  content  thairof  wes  this  king, 

Ressaueand  him  richt  blythlie  and  benyng. 

In  his  seruice  but  baid  or  ^it  rebous, 

Maist  inwart  man  maid  him  of  all  his  hous. 

This  Carthlyntus  that  wes  bayth  wer  and  wyss,  16,660 

Throw  his  gyding  to  greit  honour  and  pryss 

The  langar  ay  he  grew  aboue  the  laif, 

So  greit  giftis  amang  thame  that  he  gaif, 

Quhairthrow  he  wan  thair  fauour  ouir  all  thing; 

Ilk  man  liim  louit  better  nor  the  king.  16,666 

And  quhen  he  knew  he  stude  so  in  thair  grace, 

Richt  quyetlie,  into  ane  secreit  place, 

To  thame  he  wist  the  quhilk  to  him  wes  trew, 

Rycht  i)lanelie  than  his  secreittis  all  he  schew, 

Word  by  word  as  I  haif  said  befoir.  16,670 

Of  this  mater  qnhat  sould  I  say  ^ow  moir  ? 

Tha  war  content  to  be  at  his  command; 

Ilkane  of  tliame  syne  oblist  be  thair  hand, 

To  tak  his  pairt  quhen  thai  saw  tyme  and  place. 

So  efterwart  it  hapnit  vpone  caice,  16,676 

This  sainin  king  into  ane  tyme  to  be 

Into  ane  citie  foundit  be  the  se, 

Into  Locquhaber  that  worthelie  wes  wallit, 

Quhilk  Enwerlochtie  than  to  n«ame  wes  callit< 
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Of  tha  tythandis  thai  war  rycht  blyth  ilkone,       16,710 

And  haistelie  to  hames  all  ar  gone, 

And  to  the  toun  syne  passit  in  ane  rout, 

With  armit  men  syne  set  the  place  about, 

Quhair  that  the  freindis  of  this  tirrane  la, 

And  tua  thousand  syne  slew  of  thame  or  dii;       16,715 

And  all  the  laif  that  chaipit  in  that  place, 

Tha  slew  thame  efter  without  mercie  or  grace; 

^oung  and  aid,  baith  man,  bame  and  wyfe, 

rha  sparit  nane  that  tyme  that  buir  the  lyfe. 

This  wes  the  end  sjrne  of  that  tirrane  Strang,       10,720 

In  the  tuelt  ^eir  quhen  he  had  rang  so  laiig. 


How  THE  LORDIS  OF  SCOTLAND  CONVENIT  ALL  IN 
BeRIGONE  AND,  EFTER  LANG  PrOUISIOUN  AND 
MONY  ArGUMENTIS  TO  AND  FRO,  CROWNIT  THE 
SONE  OF  FyNDOK  CALLlT  CaRTHLYNTUS. 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  te  haif  hard  me  sa, 

The  lordis  all  convenit  on  anc  da, 

In  Berigone  that  tyme  baith  aid  and  ^ing, 

For  to  devyiss  quhome  that  thai  wald  mak  king.  16,725 

Amang  thame  all  that  tyme  thair  wes  rycht  few 

The  veritie  or  nocht  perfitlie  knew, 

Or  ^it  culd  tell  gif  that  this  Carthlyntus 

Wes  camell  sone  to  the  king  Fyndocus. 

Vnknawin  also  ho  wes  to  euerie  wicht,  16,730 

For  he  so  lang  had  bene  out  of  thair  sicht ; 

And  for  that  caus  he  wes  hald  in  suspecc 

That  samin  tyme  almaist  with  all  the  fecc. 

His  foster  father  the  suith  thairof  tliat  knew, 

Befoir  tliame  all  [be]  witnes  tlian  anew  16,735 

Wes  vnsuspect,  and  mouy  vther  sing, 

He  preuit  him  the  sone  of  Fyndok  king. 

The  i>epill  all  thairof  wes  weill  content, 

And  crownit  hira  witli  all  thair  haill  consent, 
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'*  Ouir  all  the  land  in  so  greit  quantitie, 

"  And  be  far  war  nor  euer  wes  the  mane  tre. 

"  Be  wyiss  in  tyme  and  traist  that  this  is  trew, 

"  Or  dreid  efter  it  mak  ^ow  all  to  rew."  16,776 

Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  that  wes  thair, 

Eejosit  that  tyme  wes  bayth  les  and  mair 

Of  his  wisdome,  and  of  liis  hie  prudence, 

His  pulchritude  that  wes  of  sic  plesance. 

Rycht  ^oung  he  wes,  full  of  speciositie,  1 6,780 

Bayth  fresche  and  fitir  witli  greit  humilitic, 

Quhilk  ar  to  pryiss  rycht  greitlie  in  ane  prince, 

ioutliheid  and  strenth,  pulchritude  and  prudence. 

Thair  is  no  king  that  is  of  gritter  pryiss. 

Nor  in  ^outhheid  quhen  men  ar  fair  and  wyiss,    16,786 

Lustie  and  lawlie,  manlie  and  benyng. 

So  was  that  tyme  this  ilk  Carthlyntus  king. 

Syne  efler  that  that  I  haif  said  tow  heir, 

Bayth  Eist  and  West  he  hes  gart  spy  and  speir 

In   ony  pairt  that  thai  war  levand  in,  16,700 

Into  that  tyme  wes  of  that  tirranis  kin ; 

Without  discretioun,  reuth,  or  ^it  remeid, 

Bayth  aid  and  ^oung  tha  haif  put  all  to  deid. 

Tljis  being  done  he  eliesit  of  the  best, 

To  put  his  kinrik  into  peice   and  rest,  io,706 

Wyss  agit  men,  that  weill  the  lawis  knew, 

Of  conscience  clene  and  in  all  thingis  trew, 

And  gaif  tbanie  cuir  to  execute  the   law 

Into  his  kinrik  vp  and  doun  ouir  aw. 

How   ANE  MessINGEK    COME .  TO   CaUTHLYNTUS  FKA 

Thelargis,   the  King   of  Pechtis,  quhair 
he  was  at  hunting. 

Efter  all  this,  within  ane  lytill  space,  i6,800Lib.6,f.83b. 

This  king  at  hunting  being  in  ane  place  *   ' 

Of  Grampionc,  the  gi'eit  mont  and  the  hie, 
Into  ane  plane  that  ]>lesand  wes  to  se, 
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The  king  agane,  with  mony  riche  reward, 
Deliuerit  him,  baith  befoir  lord  and  laird, 
With  gay  grew  houndis  for  the  fiJlow  deir, 
And  fair  falconis  for  foullis  of  reveir ; 
And  mony  ratchis  rynnand  thame  besyid,  16,840 

With  greit  cursouris  and  pamfrayis  of  pryde. 
This  messinger  syne  tuke  his  leif  anone. 
In  till  all  haist  than  liamewart  is  he  gone, 
And   schew   this   king   that   tyme   how   he   had 
sped. 

This  Thelargus  thairof  greit  blythnes  had,  16,845 

And  lang  efber,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Oreit  kyndnes  was  betuix  thir  kingis  tua. 

Bot  fials  Fortoun,  the  quhilk  is  sa  vnstabill. 

To  mony  men  quhen  that  thai  ar  most  abill. 

In  plesour,  lufe,  and  greit  prosperitie,  ic,850 

Scho  puttis  syne  than  in  miseritie, 

Or  euir  he  wist,  in  magir  of  his  will, 

That  he  ma  nocht  mak  no  remeid  thairtill. 

Quhat  be  the  cans  that  garris  me  sa  so, 

That  sail  I  tell  ^ow  forder  or  I  go.  16,855 

This  Carthljrntus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

As  that  my  author  dois  me  mentioun  mak, 

In  Grampione  ane  *  greit  hunting  hes  set 

Quhair  he  that  tyme  with  mony  lordls  met, 

And  mony  knycht  with  fallowschip  and  in  feir,    16,860 

With  greit  doggis  for  slauchter  of  the  deir ; 

And  small  houndis  to  bring  thame  to  the  bume, 

Sum  for  the  speid^and  vther  sum  to  tume, 

And  mony  ratche  ta  ryn  vnder  the  ryss  ; 

With  mony  tent  and  pal^eoun  of  greit  pryss,        16.866     OuU  !• 

With  wyne  at  welth,  and  dantels  that  war  deir, 

Tha  wantit  nocht  that  langit  to  gude  cheir. 


>  In  MS.  I/I. 
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And  k«rii5  all  in  euesir  kjiid  of  thing, 
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bai£ 
Thfi  vantit  ncidii  iL&t  trme  that  tha  irmld  CTiif.  if.*io 
For  tLa  of  TtsibOim  cold  n>x-ht  be  content. 
Tha  n^d  all  PecLtland  efter  to  repent, 
And  Scotland  al&,  lan^  and  monr  ;eir ; 
And  bow  it  wes  tak  tent  and  ;e  sail  heir. 
This  nohill  king,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald«  i^<»ULiK^f.»i, 

Ane  hound  he  had  baith  curious  and  bald,  ^^  ^* 

Plesand,  but  peir,  and  full  of  pulchritude, 
Suj'per  and  Bwyft.  and  in  all  game  rycht  gude  : 
All  other  houndis  he  did  exceid  als  fi\r, 
Ab  into  licht  the  mone  dois  neir  ilk  star.  i*,9S0 

Thir  zoung  Pechtis  to  him  tha  tuke  gudo  koip. 
Syne  on  the  nycht,  quhen  all  men  war  on  sleip, 
Tha  staw  this  hound  and  mony  vther  mo. 
Efter  thai  had  takin  thair  leif  till  go. 
Syne  on  the  mome,  quhen  tlmt  this  hound  woe   i«,»aA 

mist, 
Thair  wes  no  wicht  quhair  he  wes  gone  that  wi8t> 
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Fra  hill  to  IiQl  richt  fast  tha  did  thame  Iiy, 

And  followit  fast  ay  quhair  tba  liard  the  cry. 

On  fit  and  hors  thai  foUouit  on  richt  far,  i6,»o6 

Quhill  that  tha  come  quhair  thir  toung  lordis  war ; 

And  quhen  the  pepill  hes  hard  tell  in  plane 

The  hound  wes  stollin,  the  kingis  seruand  shine 

That  had  the  hound  that  tyme  into  his  cuir, 

Tlia  mycht  nocht  thoill  na  langar  that  injure :      io,960 

All  maid  ane  vow  revengit  for  to  be 

Of  that  greit  wrang,  or  all  thair  for  to  de. 

The  Pechtis  als  vpoune  the  tother  syid, 

Tha  bownit  baldlie  in  battell  to  byde ; 

^oung  wantoun  men,  thair  hartis  wer  so  liie,        io,906 

Greit  schame  tlia  thocht  and  Lak  that  tyme  [to]  fle, 

Or  ^it  ane  meudis  for  the  skaith  to  mak, 

Tha  thocht  to  thame  it  wes  ^  ouir  gi*eit  ane  lak. 

The  Scottis  als  impatient  wes  and  proud, 

And  cloisit  thame  togidder  in  ane  cloud  10,970 

Or  ever  thai  wist,  syne  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 

Tha  schot  on  thame  richt  sone  and  suddantly. 

Ane  bitter  bargane  thair  begouth  belyve  Col.  2, 

Of  nakit  men  with  scharpe  swordis  and  lang  knyve ; 

Without  armour  into  that  stour  thai^  stude,  16,076 

Like  wode  wolfBs  ilkanc  drew  vtheris  blude. 

With  brandis  bricht  that  bait  throw  bane  and  brane, 

Abundantlie  sa  mekle  blude  wes  drawne. 

That  petie  wes  quha  had  bene  thair  and  sene 

Sa  mony  grume  lay  granand  on  the  grene.  16,980 

For  thair  wes  slane,  gif  I  rycht  wnderstude, 

Sextie  Scottis  that  war  men  of  gude; 

Ane  hundretht  Pechtis  fechtand  on  that  plane, 

Into  that  feild  that  samin  da  wes  slane ; 

And  all  the  laif,  suppois  tha  lykit  ill,  16,986 

Put  thame  ilkone  into  the  Scottis  will. 
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Into  tlie  feild  war  slane  tbat  samin  da^ 

Without  fabill,  as  my  author  did  sa.  17,020 

Fra  that  da  furth  dalie  with  greit  injure, 

Neuir  ane  vther  in  that  tjrme  forbuir. 

With  thifl  and  reif  and  all  wrangus  oppressioun, 

In  fyre  and  blude  without  ony  discretioun, 

Quhill  waistit  wes  the  bordour  on  ilk  syid,  17,086 

Wes  none  so  bald  in  that  boundis  durst  byde. 

And  thus  tha  wrocht  richt  lang  and  mony  da,  Iab.6,f.84b. 

Quliill  efterwart  as  my  author  did  sa. 

How  Thelargus,  the  Kino  of  Pechtls,  send  to 
Carthlyntus,  the  King  of  Scorns,  schaw- 

AND   him  WTTLES,   AND  DESTRAND  PeAX 

This  Thelargus  that  wes  of  Pechtis  king, 

That  innocent  wes  than  of  all  sic  thing,  i7,oso 

Eildit  he  wes  and  of  his  curage  blunt 

To  ryde  or  gang  befoir  as  he  wes  wont, 

And  wald  full  fiine  Iiaif  meisit  all  that  thing, 

Ane  messinger  send  to  the  Scottis  king, 

Beseikand  him  sic  wrangis  to  disuse,  17,036 

And  in  that  mater  him  for  till  excuiss ; 

For  all  wes  wrocht,  he  said,  aganis  his  will, 

And  his  consent  wes  neuir  tit  thairtill. 

In  tyme  to  cum  nor  neuir  ^it  salbe. 

For  all  wes  done  but  his  authoritie.  17,040 

Beseikand  him  to  gar  sic  weiris  ceis, 

And  mak  the  pepill  for  to  leve  in  peice, 

And  vnitie  siclike  to  keip  in  one, 

As  thai  haif  done  richt  mony  da  bygone, 

Agane  the  Romanis  to  defend  thair  richt,  17,045 

Quhilk  had  sic  strenth,  sic  power  and  sic  micht, 

And  dalie  als  wes  ay  thair  commoun  fa  ; 

For  Weill  he  wist  ryclit  sone  gif  he  did  nocht  sua. 

And  baith  thair  ^  power  wald  be  put  to  nocht, 

Without  tha  weiris  till  ane  end  war  brocht.  17,060 

» In  MS.  yotir, 
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And  his  lordis  that  tyme  baith  all  and  sum^ 

Traistand  thair  wes  sum  better  for  to  cum.  17,080 

Betuix  thame  tua  than  trewis  was  proclamit 

For  thre  moneth,  as  heir  befoir  is  namit. 

Than  mony  lord  of  wisdome  and  prudence, 

On  euerie  syde  hes  done  greit  diligence, 

With  greit  laubour  oft  syis  betuix  thame  wend,  17,085 

To  bring  that  purpois  to  ane  finall  end, 

That  plesand  war  to  baith  the  pairteis  than. 

it  neuirtheles  thair  wes  mony  man 

ycht  euill  asposit  vpoun  euerie  pairt^ 
The  rancour  wes  so  ruttit  in  thair  hairt,  i7,odo 

And  in  thair  mynd  so  recent  and  so  grene, 
That  be  no  way  thai  wald  fra  weir  abstene. 
With  stouth  and  reif  richt  oft  syis  on  the  nycht, 
Of  euerie  syde,  and  also  on  da  licht, 
For  no  edict  as  micht  be  put  thame  till,  17,095 

Wald  nocht  abstene  bot  ay  wrocht  on  thair  will ; 
Quhilk  causit  mony  for  to  suffer  deid, 
^it  neuirtheles  it  micht  mak  no  remeid, 
Quhill  efterwart,  as  te  sail  heir  me  tell, 
Of  aventure  that  sic  ane  cace  befell.  17,100 


How    Carentius,    the    Brthher   of    Fyndocus 
King  was  of  Scorns,  that  was  flemit  of 

BEFOIR  FOR  THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  HIS  BrUTHER 

Fyndocus,   come   agane    in  Britane  with 

ANE   greit   ArMIE. 

Ane  man  thair  wes  than  hecht  Carentius, 

That  bi-uther  wes  to  gude  Fyndocus, 

That  father  was  to  this  Carthlyntus  king ; 

Schort  qubile  befoir  I  schew  ^ow  all  sic  thing 

How  he  wes  baneist  throw  Fyndocus  deid,  17,106 

Amang  the  Britis  passit  for  remeid. 

Syne  with  the  Romanis  efter  passit  he 

In  Qallia,  and  als  in  Italie. 
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Tha  war  content  all  of  his  cuming  thair, 

Bessauit  him  with  blythnes  les  and  mair  ; 

Traistand  be  him  thai  sould  deliuerit  be 

Out  of  bondage  agane  to  libertie. 

Baith  tour  and  toun  he  tuke  at  his  awin  hand,   17,146 

The  Romanis  all  befoir  him  that  he  fand, 

He  maid  thame  all  to  fle  on  force  that  tyde, 

In  tha  boundis  that  durst  na  langar  byde. 

This  beand  done,  as  I  half  maid  heir  kend, 

His  oratouris  on  gudlie  wayes  he  send  17,160 

To  Carthlyntus,  that  wes  his  nevoy  neir, 

His  bruther  sone  and  his  awin  cousmg  deir, 

King  of  Scottis,  as  that  I  schew  befoir, 

With  his  letteris  directit  les  and  moir, 

And  haill  credence  in  all  thing  for  to  trow,  17,156 

Quhilk  schew  to  him  as  I  sail  schaw  to  ^ow. 

''  With  laud  and  glou-,  and  with  aU  reuerence, 

"  Ouir  all  mortall  to  thi  magnificence, 

"  Carentius,  with  all  humilitie, 

*'  Thy  deir  cousing  rycht  gudlie  gretis  the.  17,160 

"  Into  the  first,  doand  the  wnderstand, 

*'  That  saikleslie  he  flemit  wes  of  Scotland, 

"  For  the  slauchter  of  thi  &ther  deir, 

"  His  awin  bruther  and  of  his  blude  sa  deir. 

"  Saikles  he  is,  as  thow  ma  weill  wit  quhy         17,166 

"  Sic  thing  wes  said  of  him  for  greit  invy. 

"  At  thi  plesour  he  offeris  him  to  preve 

''  Quhen  lykis  the  to  gif  him  lasar  and  leue ; 

'*  And  forder  moir  to  schaw  the  of  his  wo 

Out  of  Scotland  quhen  he  wes  maid  till  go,      17,170 

So  innocent  withoutin  caus  or  cr3rme, 

Into  Britane  remanit  ane  lang  tyipe, 
"  Vnknawin  thair  for  kingis  sone  or  knycht, 
"  Haldin  alway  bot  for  ane   sempill  wycht; 
"  And  so  remainit  till  ane  weill  lang  space  17,176 

"  QuliiU  efterwart  it  hapnit  so  on  caice,  Col.a» 
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"  And  quhen  he  saw  that  he  myjt  not  prevail!, 

"  Of  his  purpois  bot  dalie  maid  to  faill, 

*'  Fassit  ane  way  the  quhilk  he  thocht  moir         17,216 

abill^ 
"  To  Cesar  send  richt  mony  fein^eit  fabill^ 
"  Waill  secreitlie  at  mony  sindrie  tyme, 
'  Accusand  him  of  greit  tressoun  and  cryme, 
"  That  he  had  wrocht  than  baith  be  land  and  se, 
"  Agane  the  Romania  and  his  majestie;  17,220 

"  Quhilk  causit  Cesar  siclyik  to  persew 
'*  Carentius  be  tressoun  of  the  new. 
"  Syne  secreitlie,  syne  all  this  thing  wes  schawin 
"  To  Carentius  be  friendis  of  his  awin, 
"  Than  till  vmschew  thair  malice  and  invy,  17,225 

"  And  greit  danger  that  he  saw  thair  ly, 
*'  His  greit  navin  vpoun  the  se  that   la 
"  Remouit  hes  than  fra  Armorica, 
"  With  all  the  riches  in  that  weir  he  wan, 
"  Arryuit  syne  at  the  west  coist  of  Britane.         17,280 
'*  Syne  efter  that  he  enterit  ou  ane  da 
"  With  all  his  armie  in  West  Maria, 
"  And  left  his  schippis  fumeist  on  the  se, 
"  With  men  and  victuall  and  artal^erie. 

''  Quhair  that  thai  ly  richt  saiflie  be  ane  sand,    17,235  Lib.6,f.S5b. 
"  Him  self  also  maid  lord  of  all  that  land,  ^* 

"  For  all  the  strenthtis,  castell,  toun  and  tour, 
"  In  his  awin  hand  he  weildis  at  this  hour, 
''  And  all  the  lordis  duelland  in  that  land, 
'*  And  all  the  laif  ar  haill  at  his  command.  17,240 

''  The  Romanis  als  that  he  fand  thair  befoir, 
"  Distroyit  hes  ilk  ane  baith  les  and  moir, 
'*  And  mair  attouir,  with  trew  men  he  hard  tell, 
"  That  all  Britane  agane  thame  wald  rebell ; 
**  Quhairfoir  he  thocht  it  wes  gude  tyme  anone,   17,2-45 
"  Thame  to  exyle  all  out  of  Albione. 
"  tlycht  80,^*  he  said,  "als  far  as  he  culd  se, 
''  That  out  of  Rome  thai  sould  get  na  supple. 
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Bot  lyke  ane  dreme  be  leit  all  by  bim  pas. 

Syne  efterwart  remordit  bow  it  was 

Of  tbe  bonour  tbat  tbis  Carentius  wan, 

Sic  ricbes  bad  and  mony  nobill  man,  17,280 

And  syne  also  be  wes  bis  cousing  deir, 

To  bim  be  said  as  efter  followis  beir. 

"  Deir  freind,  forsidtb  I  am  bartlie  content, 

*'  As  pre  vis  weill  now  be  ^our  argument, 

*'  That  my  cousing  is  in  prosperitie,  17,286 

*'  Tbankit  be  greit  God  in  bis  Majestic, 

"  And  dame  Fortoun  of  fatis  well  and  flour, 

*'  Tbat  bes  bim  send  sic  ricbes  and  bonour, 

**  Fra  bis  freindis  far  in  ane  vncouth  land  I 

"  Traist  weill,"  be  said,  "  qubateuer  be  tak  in  band,  17,290     CoL  2. 

"  I  salbe   reddie  for  to  cum  bim  till, 

"  In  bis  supple  at  all  tyme  witb  gude  will, 

"  And  all  malice,  gif  ony  wes  befoir, 

"  For  to  remit  and  rancor  les  and  moir, 

"  And  tak  bis  pairt  baitb  into  rycbt  and  wrang."  17,296 

Witb  tbis  ansuer  tbe  berald  byne  did  gang 


How    CABENTltTS     HeBALD,    DELIUERIT    BE    THE 

King  off  Scorns,   passit  to  the  King  of 

PeCHTIS   and    SCHEW   him   his    CREDENa 

To  king  of  Pecbtis  qubair  tbat  be  bim  fimd, 

Witb  all  bis  lordis  reddie  at  bis  band, 

That  war  all  tyme  to  bim  secreit  and  trew, 

And  word  by  word  tbe  same  to  bim  be  scbeW|   17,800 

As  ^e  bard  sa,  qubairof  tba  war  full  fane. 

And  siclyik  ansuer  gaif  to  bim  agane, 

Evin  word  by  word  according  in  all  tbing, 

As  tbat  be  gat  fra  Cartblyntus  tbe  king  ; 

Deliuerit  bim  witb  bumill  wordis  sweit,  17,808 

And  set  ane  da  qubair  tba  all  tbre  suld  meit 
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'*  In  far  cuntrie  qubair  that  I  we3  vnknawin  ;  Lib  6,f.8C. 

''  And  gif  I  sould  at  hame  heir  with  my  awin  ^     '• 

"  Rebuttit  be  with  ea  greit  lak  and  schame, 

"  To  the  and  thyne  for  it  wer  ay  defame,  17,340 

"  And  all  the  warld  thairof  wald  ea  no  gude, 

*'  Sen  thow  and  I  so  tender  is  of  blude." 

With  sobbing  soir  the  salt  teiris  betuene 

Doun  ouir  his  beird  brist  out  of  bayth  his  ene. 


How  Carthlyntus,  the   King  of  Scorns,  tuke 
HIS  Eme  Carentius  in  his  ARMia 

Than  Carthlyntus,  quhair  that  he  stude  him  by,  17,346 

Vp  in  his  armis  hint  him  haistely, 

And  said  to  liim,  **  O  thow  my  cousing  deir, 

"  I  the  beseik  be  blyth  and  mak  gude  cheu*; 

"  Of  the  this  tyme  my  hart  hes  no  greit  reuth ; 

"  Traist  nocht,"  he  said,  "  that  I  gif  ony  treuth   17,360 

"  To  na  sic  thing  befoir  was  said  of  the  ; 

*'  Thairfoir  be  blyth  and  traist  that  it  so  be. 

'*  Pas  to  thi  purpois  thow  hes  tane  on  hand, 

'*  And  I  salbe  all  tyme  at  thi  command." 

This  beand  done,  as  I  haif  schawin  heir,  17,355 

Carentius  was  blyth  and  maid  gude  cheir, 

Fra  Carthlyntus  hes  manifest  his  mynd 

To  him  that  tyme,  so  curtas  wes  and  kynd ; 

To  king  of  Peehtis  passit  sone  in  hy, 

And  hln  lordis  quhair  tha  war  neir  hand  by;       17,8G0 


How  Carentius  passit  to  Thelargus,  the  King 

OF  PeCHTIS,  THANKAND    him   of    his  CUMING 
THAIR. 

And  hailsit  him  than  of  ane  gude  maneir, 
And  his  lordis  siclike  ilkone  in  feir ; 
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"  In  peice  and  rest,  politie  and  plesour, 

"  Ane  small  thing  growis  to  ane  greit  valour: 

"  Rycht  so  in  weir  quliair  mekle  wrang  is  17,3»6 

wrocht, 
''  Riches  and  welth  decressis  all  to  nocht. 
^*  This  same  exempill  heir  by  low  and  mene, 
"  So  lang  befoir  in  peice  and  rest  hes  bene, 
*'  And  fra  ^our  fais  maid  ^our  selfis  ay  trie, 
"  With  land  and  law  and  with  all  libertie.  17,400 

"  Sic  freindschip  than  was  betuene  ^ow  bayth, 
*'  That  euerie  Scot  repute  ane  Fechtis  skaith 
'*  Als  havelie  as  it  had  bene  his  awin, 
''  And  wes  als  layth  he  sould  haif  bene  ouirthrawin 
"  With  ony  beme,  as  he  had  bene  his  bruther;  17,406 
"  Siclyke  agane  the  tane  wes  to  the  tother. 
"  Witnes  thairof  of  gude  Galdus  I  ta. 
'*  Quhen  Jidius,  callit  Agricola, 
"  The  Romane  legat,  conqueist  Albione 
**  Without  reskew  to  greit  Mont  Qrampione,        i7,4io 
"  God  wait  or  nocht  gif  that  he  sufferit  pane, 
"  For  to  reskew  baith  ^ouris  and  his  agane. 
'^  Quhen  all  the  princis  into  Albione 
"  To  Julius  war  maid  subject  ilkone, 
"  Or  fra  his  face  war  maid  rycht  far  to  fle,  17,415 

*^  Wes  nane  that  durst  than  mak  debait  bot  he. 
"  Thair  wes  na  travell  that  mycht  gar  him  tyre 
'^  To  walk  in  montanes,  mos,  muris  and  myre ; 
Himgar  and  cald  he  thocht  to  him  na  pane, 
Quhill  he  reskewit  had  alhaill  agane.  17,420 

*'  In  plane  batteU  the  Romanis  thryss  he  wan, 
**  Quhair  that  he  loissit  mony  nobiU  man, 
"  The  quhilk  to  him  war  all  tyme  traist  and  trew, 
"  And  twyss  als  mony  of  the  Romanis  slew. 
"  The  laif  he  maid  within  ane  strenth  to  draw,  17,426 
"  Syne  efterwart  doun  at  his  feit  full  law, 
'^  Ypoun  their  kneis  sone  and  suddanelie, 
**  With  peteous  voice  on  him  mercie  to  cry; 
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'*  Quhairfoir,"  he  said  "  all  rancour  and  invye, 
"  My  counsall  is,  at  this  tyme  lat  pas  by, 
"  And  to  convene  into  sic  vnitie,  17,466 

"  As  of  befoir,  with  perfyte  cheritie, 
*'  And  all  injure  and  rancour  to  remit; 
Lat  nocht  tour  will  no  moir  exceid  ^our  wit" 


How  THE  King  of  Scorns  and  the  Kino  off 
Pechtis    war   aggreit    and'    accordit"be 

THIS   ILK    CARENTiaS. 

Quhen  he  had  said  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  now^ 

Ilk  lord  his  langage  greitlie  did  allow;  17,470 

Baith  Scot  and  Pecht  with  haill  consent  that  tyde 

Bundin  thai  war  at  his  counsall  to  byde, 

Quhen  that  thai  hard  so  suir  mater  he^  schew, 

Traistand  richt  weill  all  that  he  said  wes  trew. 

With  his  counsall  than  haif  thai  chosin  sone         17,476 

On  quhome  this  mater  alhaill  salbe  done. 

Of  euerie  syid  four  of  the  wysast  men, 

That  knawledge  had  and  in   nothing  to  ken, 

That  thair  decreit  how  euir  it  wer  to  standi 

Ilk  king  and  lord  war  oblist  with  thair  hand       17,480 

Nocht  to  revoik,  bot  hald  thame  weill  content: 

The  pepill  all  thairto  gaif  thair  consent. 

Carentius  lies  done  greit  diligence 

With  thir  lordis  tliat  war  of  sic  prudence. 

In  quyet  counsall  secreitlie  alone,  17,486 

In  priuat  place  quhair  thir  lordis  ar  gone, 

With  mony  ressone  oftymes  to  and  fro, 

And  argument  for  euirilk  syde  also; 

With  greit  knawledge  full  of  maturitie. 

Thir  audit  lordis  of  greit  auctoritie,  i7,49o 


*  In  MS.  and  and,  \    *  In  MS.  hea. 
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"  Richt  80  to  tow  war  greit  affinitie 

"  Of  all  Britane  the  prince  quhen  I  sould  be, 

*'  With  greit  kyndnes  of  ilkman  les  and  moir,     17,266 

"  In  Albione  with  peice  for  euir  moir/' 

Quhen  he  had  said  that  tyme  that  he  wald  sa, 

The  haill  power  than  of  tha  princes  tua 

Tha  left  with  him  at  his  command  to  be, 

And  thair  captanis  haifand  auctoritie,  17,680 

To  reull  and  gyde  and  be  at  thair  command ; 

Syne  passit  hame  baith  in  thair  awin  land, 

Prayand  to   God,  of  his  greit  grace  in  neid, 

Him  to  supple  to  his  purpois  and  speid. 

How  THE  ROALA-N  LeGAT,  CALLED   QuiNTUS  VASIA,* 

THAT  Tyme  in  Britane  brocht  ane  greit 
Armie  fra  Londoun  to  resist  this  Caren- 
Tius,  quhilk  had  with   him   baith  Scorns 

AND    PeCHTIS. 

Ane  Romane  legat  thair  wes  in  Britane,  17,535 

Quhilk  callit   than  wes  Quintus  Basian. 

Quhen  that  he  knew  of  that  thing  all  the  treuth 

He   sleipit  nochfc  nor  ouir  slippin  throw  sleuth, 

Bot  suddantlie,  with  mony  men  of  gude, 

In  curage  cleir  and  rycht  grit  multitude,  1 7,640    * 

With  hors   and  hames,  and  with  scheild  and  speir, 

With  gun  and  gante,  and  all  vther  geir, 

Fra  Lundoun  toun  he  tuke  the  narrest  wa, 

Witliin  schort  quhile  come  to  Westmawria. 

In  that  same  tyme  thair  come  to   him  and         17,646 

schew 
Exploratouris,  how  laitlie  of  the  new  CoU  1/ 

Carentius,   with  mony  cruell  knicht, 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  that  manlie  war  and  wicht, 
And  of  his  awin  he  brocht  with  him  fra  hame, 


>  Sic  in  MS. 
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"  0  bernis  bald,   joung,  fragi-ant  in   ^our  flouris, 

"  Traist  weill,"  be  said,  "  the  feild  this  da  beis  17,680 

ouris, 
"  For-quhy  we  fecht  agane  an  infideill, 
"  Manesworne,  forlome,  the  quhilk  ma  neuer  do 

Weill. 
"  Ane  trumpour  tratour  to  Cesar  liis  lord, 
"  Ane  scismatike  and  sawer  of  discord ; 
"  Ane  rigorous  rebell  baith  to  God  and  man,        17,685 
"  Ane  cruell  cutthrot  of  ane  cancart  clan  ; 
"  Forioppin  lymmer  of  ane  vncouth  stuude, 
"  Mischeuous  murtherar  of  his  awin  blude ; 
"  Ane  fraudfull  fule,  full  of  iniquitie, 
"  Fein^eand  liim  self  ane  kingis  sone  to  be,  17,690 

"  Quhairthrow  he  ma  to  his  purpois  apply  ; 
'*  Thairof  he  leid,  the  quhilk  rycht  weill   wait  I. 
"  I  ken  he  come  of  mony  thair  commoim  theif, 
"  Him  self  all  tyme  ay  reddie  to  mischeif, 
''  And  to  his  clan  he  did  sic  lak  and  schame,       17,695 
**  Quhairfoir  richt  far  tha  flemit  him  fra  hame; 
"  Than  to  Cesar  he  socht  attouir  the  se, 
"  Syne  with  tressone  come  to  auctoritie.  CoL2. 

"  Of  his  tressoim  fra  Cesar  hes  hard  tell, 
"  Into  that  land  he  durst  na  langer  duelL  17,600 

'*  So  for  the  scisma  of  that  homiceid, 
"  Into  na  land  with  rest  thai  lut  him  byde. 
'*  Quhairfoir,"  he  said,  "  tak  curage  I  requeir, 
**  Dout  nocht  this  da  for  all  his  curaing  heir, 
"  Throw  the  vertew  of  oure  goddis  diuyne,         17,605 
"  He  and  all  his,  lang  or   the  sone   declyne, 
"  Salbe  deliuerit  richt  frelie  ws   till, 
"  At  oure  plesour  to  weUd  at  oure  awin  will." 

How  Carentius   maid   gude  Ordour  of   his 
Men. 

Civrentius,  vpoun  the  tother  syid, 

Amang  his  princis  that  war  of  greit  pryde,  17,610 
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Quhen  that  the  Romanes  saw  tharae  tak  the  flycht, 

Tha  foUouit  mony  als  fast  as  tha  micht, 

And  kest  fra  thame  thair  armour  that  wes  cleir ;  17,646 

The  laif  baid  still,  and  that  tha  bocht  full  deir. 

So  pertinax  thai  war  into  that  steid, 

Rycht  wilfullie  thai  faucht  thair  to  the  deid : 

Syne  mony  ane  that  woundit  war  full  sair, 

Than  tuke  the  flycht  quhen  thai  mycht  fecht  na  17,650 

mair. 
Carentius  men  fast  followit  on  the  chace, 
In  mos  and  myre  and  mony  sindrie  place, 
Richt  mony  thousand  of  the  Romanis  slew ;  Lib.6,f.87b. 

Fra  thair  handis  that  da  tha  chaipit  few. 
Bassianus  wes  slane  into  the  feild,  17,656 

And  Hircius  als  deid  la  wnder  scheild, 
The  procurator  of  Britane  in  tha  dais ; 
And  mony  thousand,  as  my  author  sais, 
Into  thair  tyme  that  worthie  war  and  wicht, 
La  deid  that  da  for  all  thair  strenth  and  17,660 

mycht. 

How  ALL  THE  BrITIS  THAT  FLED  BEFOIR  FRA  THE 

Legat  come  to  Carentius  and  ressauit  him 
AS  THAIR  Lord. 

The  greit  battell  of  the  Britis  that  fled, 

Seing  sa  weill  Carentius  had  sped, 

The  Romane  legat  in  the*  feild  als  slane. 

Than  euerie  freik  thairof  he  wes  full  fane. 

At  the  Romanis  tha  had  so  greit  invye,  17,666 

To  Carentius  thai  come  richt  suddantly, 

Subdewand  thame  to  him  into  all  thing, 

Him  till  obey  as  souerane  lord  and  king, 

At  all  plesour  his  purpois  to  fulfill. 

He  thame  ressauit  than  with  hartlie  will,  17,C70 

And  friendfullie  fair  langage  to  thame  schew; 

Syne  plegis  tuke  that  thai  sould  all  be  trew^ 
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Of  all  the  Britis  io  Carentius ; 

^it  neuirtheles  he  wes  so  cheualrus, 

Baith  wicht  and  wyss,  with  sic  wisdome  in  17,706     Col.  2. 

weir, 
That  all  thair  feid  micht  do  to  him  na  deir. 
Carentins,  with  greit  wisdome  and  strenth, 
He  bruikit  Britane  sewin  ^eir  ouir  at  lenth, 
And  mony  battell  of  the  Romanis  hed, 
And  victour  als  at  all  tyrae  and  weill  sped.  i7,7io 


How    Allectus,    the    Bomane  Legate,    Sevin 

tEIR  EFTER,  SLEW  CaRENTIUS  WITU  TrESSOUN 
FALS. 

Syne  eflerwart  it  hapnit  vpoun  caice, 

Quhen  passit  wes  of  sevin  winter  the  space, 

Ane  Romane  legat  callit  Allectus, 

With  feinjeit  fauour  to  Carentius, 

And  fair  langage,  with  vennome  at  his  hart,         17,716 

Dissimuland  as  he  wald  tak  his  pairt, 

And  out  of  Rome  sayand  he  wes  flemit. 

Carentius,  quhilk  of  him  no  ill  demit, 

Traistand  alway  that  he  sould  be  till  him  trew, 

Quhilk  efterwart  with  greit  tressoun  him  slew.     17,720 

The  sevint  jeir  then  of  Carentius  ring, 

So  endit  he  that  wes  of  Britis  king. 

Syne  this  Allectus  tuke  on  him  the  steir. 

And  rang  in  Britane  crownit  king  thro  teir  ; 

And  all  that  tjrme,  as  my  author  did  tell,  17,725 

Agaue  the  Romanes  dalie  did  rebell, 

And  as  ane  tirrane  brukit  all  that  land. 

Syne  efterwart  as  je  sail  wnderstand, 

Asclespiadok  fra  Rome  that  tyme  wes  send, 

With  ane  legioun  decreittit  for  to  wend  17,730 

Into  Britane  aganes  this  Allectus  ; 

And  sone  efter,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 
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How   COELL,   ANE   GREIT    NOBILL    OF  BrITANE,   BE  Lib.  6,  f.  88. 
HIS   COUNSALL  CAUSIT  THE    BrITIS  TO  REBELL     ^^*  ^' 
AGANIS   THE   LeQAT. 

In  this  same  tyme  now  that  je  heir  mo  tell 

Ane  man  of  gude  that  callit  wes  Coell, 

Into  Britane  of  honour  and  renoun, 

Of  blude  royall  and  narrest  to  the  croun ; 

Throw  his  counsall,  as  my  author  did  tell,  17,766 

He  causit  hes  all  Britane  to  rebsll 

Aganc  the  RomanLs,  to  reskew  their  richt, 

Greit  diligence  he  hes  done  da  any  nycht. 

Asclipiadok,  that  legat  wes  that  tyme 

Of  the  Romanes,  (juhen  that  he  knew  that  cryme,  17,770 

Without  delay  that  tyme  he  tareit  nocht. 

With  greit  power  this  Coell  he  hes  socht. 

Coell  siclike  hes  gatherit  him  agane ; 

With  baith  thair  power  syne  met  in  a  i)lane, 

In  coit  armour  and  curell  cloir  of  hew,  17,775 

Quhair  suddantlie  Asclipiadok  he  slew. 

And  wan  the  feild,  quhair  mony  Romane  knyeht 

La  duid  that  da  in  hehne  and  biniy  brycht. 

With  haill  consent  of  Britis  aid  and  ^ing, 

Cro^mit  thai  haif  this  Coell  to  be  king.  17,780 

Quhen  he  with  peice  ressauit  had  his  croun, 

Ouir  all  Britane  he  raid  bayth  vp  and  doun. 

With  greit  distructioun  of  the  Romane  blude, 

And  Britis  als,  the  quhilk  wer  men  of  gude. 

That  fauorit  thame  siclyke  into  that  tyme,  17,785 

Quhair  euir  he  mycht  thame  comprehend  with  cryme. 

How  CONSTANTIUS  THE  EbIPRIOURE,  IN  GALLIA 
IlEIRAND  HOW  COELL  HAD  REBELLIT  IN  BrI- 
TANE,   COME     HIM    SELF    WITH    ANE  ArMIE    IN 

Britane,  and  wan  Coell  in  Feild. 

Constantius,  a.'3  that  my  author  sais, 
Tha[t]  emprioure  of  Rome  wes  in  tha  dais, 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCX)TLAND.  573 

In  tyme  to  cum  trowand  to  leve  in  peice, 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  all  weir  and  wrang  suld  ceis. 

This  Alena,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak,  17,825 

And  that  my  author  dois  me  mentioun  mak, 

Ane  sone  scho  buir  vnto  this  empriour  syne, 

The  quhilk  to  name  wes  callit  Constantyne. 

Gif  it  be  trew  syne  as  my  author  sais, 

Tliis  Constant3me  in  Sanct  Siluisteris  dais,  17,830 

He  wes  the  first  sic  gude  werkis  did  wirk 

To  honour  God,  and  to  doit  halie  kirk. 

In  all  his  tyme  the  kirk  of  Crist  wes  fre. 

Heir  will  I  leif  of  him  ane  litill  we. 

And  of  sic  talk  I  will  hald  me  still,  17,836 

And  to  his  father  turne  agane  I  will. 

How  CONSTANTIUS  PASSIT  FRA  BrITANE  TO  ROME, 
AND  SYNE  WITHIN  SCHORT  QUHILE  EFTER 
COME  IN   BrITANE  AGANE. 

Constantius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Into  Britane  no  langar  byde  he  wald. 

With  greit  triumph,  quhen  he  had  tyme  and  tume, 

Throw  Gallia  he  passit  hame  to  Rome,  17,840 

Remanit  thair  at  laser  as  him  lest. 

Quhen  he  had  put  all  thingis  to  peice  and  rest, 

And  all  his  purpois  had  accomplischit  plane, 

Into  Britane  he  come  efter  agane 

For  his  plesour,  he  thocht  the  land  sa  gude,         17,845 

To  heir  and  se  that  tyme  how  all  thing  stude. 

Coell  the  king  with  great  triumph  hym  met, 

Rycht  reuerentlie  doand  to  him  his  det. 

Friendlie  afiectioun  of  dochter  deir, 

Fair  Alena  befoir  as  te  mycht  heir,  17,860 

Quhilk  wes  the  flour  of  all  faminitie, 

Hes  causit  thame  so  tender  for  to  be. 

Within  schort  quhile  eft«r  that  he  come  thair, 

The  Brit  lordis  complenit  hes  full  sair, 
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How  CONSTANTIUS,   BE   COUNSALL  OF    THE  BrITIS, 
WALD    NOCHT   GIFF  THE  SCOTTIS   AND  PeCHTIS 

Feild. 

Constantins  this  nobill  emprioure, 

Suppois  he  was  of  all  knychtheid  the  floure,        17,880 

Quhen  that  he  had  hard  that  tyme  how  that  tha 

spak, 
Bayth  Brit  and  Romane  als  sic  terrour  tak 
Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  than  he  considerit  how 
That  he  mycht  best  that  perrell  than  vmschew. 
FuU  laith  he  wes,  herand  how  that  it  standis,     17,886 
To  put  his  honour  in  dame  Fortonis  handis, 
That  wes  all  tyme  vnstabill  and  vntrew. 
Ane  vther  purpois  than  he  did  persew, 
And  thocht  he  sould  thair  power  sone  mak  les 
Ilk  da  be  da  the  farrar  to  decres.  17,890 

With  lang  tarie  trowand  he  sould  thame  tyre, 
That  tha  mycht  nocht  thair  spreitis  to  respyre ; 
Thair  furneissing  als  he  suld  mak  to  faill; 
Syne,  quhen  thair  victuall  war  consumit  haill, 
No  langar  thair  that  tyme  thai  mycht  remane,  17,896 
Na  suddantlie  ^it  sould  convene  agane. 
As  ho  devysit,  trowand  it  sould  be  done, 
His  greit  armie  than  hes  he  skaillit  sone; 
Oaiff  euerilk  man  leve  for  to  pas  hame, 
And  that  same  tyme  maid  ane  oppin  prodame,  17,900 
All  suld  be  reddie  at  set  da  and  place, 
At  his  command  quhen  he  wald  call  on  caice. 
Than  euerilk  man  jeid  hame  at  his  awin  will, 
In  Eborac  him   self  remanit  still. 
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And  of  hid  corce  thai  take  of  it  sic  cuir, 

SolempDitlie  put  it  in  sepulture. 

Als  far  as  I  can  considder  sic  thing,  17,036 

This  Carthlyntus  he  wes  ane  nobill  king, 

And  mony  nobill  had  with  him  also, 

At  his  command  bayth  for  to  ryde  and  go. 

Plesand  in  peax,  perfyte  in  policie, 

Awfull  in  weir  and  full  of  cheualrie ;  17,040 

As  preuit  weill  be  this  Constantius, 

The  emprioure  bald  and  belligerus, 

That  all  this  warld  had  haill  at  his  command, 

Of  Carlhlyntus  sic  aw  that  tyme  did  stand, 

Gif  all  be  suith  befoir  as  I  ^ow  schew,  17,946 

That  he  durst  nocht  his  awin  richtis  persew 

Of  his  landis  lyand  by  Humber  flude, 

It  semes  weill  to  me  he  durst  nocht  dude. 

With  Scot  and  Pecht  sic  aventure  to  tak, 

He  knew  thair  wes  no  thing  to  win  hot  lak ;      17,960 

And  for  that  cans  the  battell  he  forsuik, 

Agane  his  will  tha  landis  lute  thame  bruke. 


How  Constantius,  ane  litill  afoib  his  Deid, 

FLEMIT  THE  KiRKMEN  OUT  OF  BrITTANE  INTO 

Scotland. 

Constantius,  ane  quhile  befoir  his  deid. 

The  kirk  of  Christ  richt  lang  he  held  at  feid. 

The  kirkmen  als,  as  my  author  did  sa,  17,966  Lib.  6,  f.  89. 

He  baneist  all  out  of  Britania.  ^^  '• 

Tha  durst  nocht  duell,  for  him  so  soir  tha  dred, 

Into  that  land,  hot  in  Scotland  thai  fled 

To  Carthlyntus,  desyrand  at  his  grace. 

He  wald  prouyde  for  thame  sum  honest  place,      17,960 

Quhair  tha  micht  leue  but  indigens  or  stres, 

For  to  seme  God  and  pra  for  his  hienea 

o  o 
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And  his  brether  in  Scotland  far  and  neir, 

In  Pechtland  als  that  tyme  tha  war  nocht  sweir 

The  faith  of  Christ  amang  the  pepill  to  plant,      17,996 

Quhilk  of  befoir  lang  tyme  thai  had  greit  want ; 

The  gentill  ryte  awa  for  to  expell, 

As  sacrifice  to  mak  to  wod  or  well  ; 

The  faith  of  Christ,  as  my  author  did  sa. 

In  Scotland  grew  fra  that  furth  da  be  da.  is,ooo 

Carthlyntus  syne,  this  nobiU  Cristin  king, 

In  the  fourt  teir  and  tuentie  of  his  ring, 

Quhilk  in  his  tyme  exoeidit  euerie  wycht, 

As  dois  the  sone  the  stemis  in  the  lycht. 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  to  his  graif  is  gone.  is,006 

He  wes  the  best  king  into  Albione 

Wes  in  his  tyme,  or  ^it  richt  lang  befoir. 

Of  liim  this  tyme  heir  will  I  say  no  moir. 

How  Fyncobmacus,  the  Patbukll  op  Cabthlyk- 

TUS,  EFTER  HIS   DeID  WAS  CBOWNIT ;    QT7HILK 
WAS  ANE  KOBILL  EiNG  EFTEBWABT. 

Syne  Fyncormacus,  efter  he  wes  deid,  Col.  2. 

His  patruell  wes  crownit  in  his  steid.  18,010 

Ane  nobill  prince  he  wes  in  all  his  dais, 

Yictorius  als,  as  that  my  author  sais ; 

And  in  his  tyme  greit  honour  als  he  wan, 

Louit  he  wes  thairfoii*  with  euirilk  man. 

In  tills  same  tyme  now  that  ^e  heir  me  tell,       18,015 

Into  Britane  sic  auenture  befell. 

Ane  Boman  legat  callit  Herculius, 

Wrangus  he  wes,  wickit  and  rycht  vidus, 

Rycht  greit  oppressioun  on  the  pepill  wrocht, 

The  nobill  blude  distroyit  aU  to  nocht;  18,020 

His  tirranie  thair  wes  na  toung  culd  tell, 

Quhilk  wes  the  caus  the  Britis  did  rebelL 

0  0  2 
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In  Britane  send,  my  stone  tellis  thus, 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  callit  Traherus,  18,050- 

With  mony  ane  that  waponis  weill  culd  weild, 

Quhilk  vincnst  hes  Octaueus  in  the  feild ; 

That  efter  fled,  he  wist  na  vther  wane, 

Into  Scotland  or  dreid  he  sould  be  tane.  Lib.6,f.89b. 

Traherus  than,  quhen  he  his  passage  knew  18,055     Coll. 

Into  Scotland,  as  sindrie  to  him  schew. 

To  Fyncormak  he  hes  send  in  that  tyde, 

With  lowage  langage  full  of  pomp  and  pryde. 

In  haist  ane  hei'ald,  but  ony  recommend. 

With  schairp  chairgis  that  he  suld^  to  him  send  18,060 

Octauius  bundin  baith  fute  and  hand ; 

And  wald  he  nocht,  he  did  him  wnderstand 

He  sould  persew  him  baith  with  fyre  and  blude ; 

"  Cheis  him  or  nocht  gif  he  plesis  to  dude." 

How    FyNCORMAcus,    Kino    of    Scottis,    gaiff 
Ansuer    to    Traherus    Herald,    denyand 

SCHORTLIE  ALL   HIS   DeSYRE. 

Quhen  this  was  [said]  than  Fyncormac  the  king  18,066 
Sic  ansuer  maid  richt  sone  wnto  that  thing ; 
"  Forsuith,"  he  said,  "at  ^our  desyre  I  knaw, 
"  This  tyme  as  far  aganis  the  commoun  law 
**  Giff  I  with  tressoun  sould  ane  tratour  be, 

To  fleme  men  seikand  refuge  at  me,  18,070 

Quhilk  faillit  neuir  to  me  ^it  in  his  tyme ; 
"  I  hald  for  me  it  war  ane  cruell  cryme, 
"  Enawand  so  weill  bow  all  the  mater  standis, 
"  Ane  saikles  man  put  in  his  fais  handis. 
"  And  he  did  so/'  he  said,  "that  it  wald  be        18,076     '  •    ^' 
"  Greit  lak  for  euir  vnto  his  majestie. 
"  The  caus  also  quhairfoir  Octauius  fled 

To  him  that  tyme,  it  wes  becaus  he  dred 


it 


*t 


I  In  MS.  add 


3S3  TBI  SOIK  or  TBE 

"  Hii$  tlwol  rtcht  90tr  kh*t  CAomt  him  to  fle, 

**  For  lio  tak  jfirth  kod  nochi  to  seik  sa|^^e.       ja^t 

"  HW  vtll  vw  notjkt  DOT  neoir  snld  with  his  hut^ 

"  A^tuw  tlw  Ri»iiaiw8  for  to  t*k  his  part ; 

"-  Jk.ati  fL'r  that  nns  h«  sail  renune  heir  still, 

"  liUId  Iiim.  OAtoit  or  nodbi  now  gif  he  wilL" 


How  TSAHXBtTS   HCRUD  (XfME   HaHB  ASO  SCBM 

SK  Axsuxa  FnfCQioucns    oaip,  quhaiu 

THIS  LnUT  WAS  BICHT  COUOUIT. 

Witti  thU  iuiiiut^r  th«  htnid  hame  he  ^eid,  ib,« 

And  wvni  bv  v\.>nl,  abooe  m  ^e  ma  reid. 

Thuja  A.'lww  to  bim,  at  quhom«  he  wox  lycht  wraytl 

Auvl  :MiU  and  swolr  with  mouy  horribiU  aith. 

With  ^rvtt  nuKvur  at  the  ruto  than  of  bis  hart, 

la  :<i>\-ti;  of  tuiu  aud  all  wald  tak  his  part,  l8,o« 

Kioht  tu>.>oy  duchtt«  on  anti  da  saQ  de. 

Of  that  Lujiuv  Kx  b«  ivvengit  be. 

Aoe  ^it  anut«  s%-ae  fumeist  to  the  feild. 

Of  bvntb  btd>.t.  th^  vapoois  Weill  enld  weild, 

Withoutia  tam  that  tjrtiM  nycht  or  da,  18,M 

tjuhill  that  tw  cooie  into  Westmawria 
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And  of  the  Britis  ten  thousand  siclyke 

Of  stalwart  men  that  weill  in  feild  durst  stryke, 

To  wend  with  him  quhat  way  that  euir  he  will,  is,i06 

At  all  plesoure  his  purpois  to  fulfill ; 

He  maid  na  tarie  that  tyme  da  nor  nycht, 

Quhill  that  he  come  into  the  Bomanes  sycht. 

The  Bomane  legat  that  tyme  quhair  he  stude, 

No  terrour  tuke  of  all  that  multitude,  18,110 

But  bownit  baldlie  in  battell  to  byde. 

The  king  of  Scottis  vpoim  the  tother  syde, 

In  haist  ane  herald  send  this  legat  till, 

Or  he  wald  fecht,  to  lat  him  heir  his  will; 

Quhilk  schew  till  him,  as  I  sail  now  rehers,         18,116 

Ilk  word  by  word  following  now  in  verss. 


How  THE  Herald  send  fra  Ftkcormacus  schew 
HIS  Cbedens  befoib  Tbahebus,  the  Bomak. 
Leqat. 


<( 

<i 
ii 
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Traherusj  lord  and  legat  in  Britane, 
The  king  of  Scottis  farleis  in  certane 
Quhairfoir,  but  cans  as  he  can  vnderstand, 
With  sic  power  thow  cumis  in  his  land,  18,120 

Quhilk  faillit  neuir  nor  ^it  maid  fait  to  the ; 
Quhairfoir  he  farleis  quhat  that  the  cans  sould  be, 
''  Or  quhy  throw  folic  that  tha  dar  presume 
*'  To  auenture  the  greit  honour  of  Rome 
''  In  sic  perrell  quhair  that  thair  is  no  neid.        18,125 
And  thow  do  so  in  thi  awin  perrell  beid; 
Into  thi  self  gif  thow  hes  sic  beleiff, 
Thinkand  richt  lang  oure  strenthis  for  to  preue, 
'*  Traistand  of  ws  to  win  honour  and  gloir, 
"  Quhilk  vincust  ^ow  sa  oft  syis  of  befoir.  18,180 

''  And  mair  attouir  he  bad  me  sa  the  till, 
''  That  he  and  his  is  of  the  samin  will 


it 
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"  In  tyme  to  cum  it  sould  exempill  be 

''  Till  all  sic  vther  harbour  kingis  as  he, 

''  Agane  the  Romanes  ony  tyme  rebell.  18,166 

"  As  I  haif  said,  se  ^e  spair  nocht  to  tell." 

Heir  followis  the  Ordour  and  the  Maner  of 
THE  greit   Battell    betuix  Fyncormacus 

AND  TrAHERUS  the  LeQAT. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  the  nobill  king, 

Lichtlie  he  leuch  and  maid  na  ansuering, 

Bot  put  his  men  all  that  he  had  in  cuir. 

In  gude  array  syne  baldlie  vp  thai  fuir  18,170 

With  baneris  braid,  and  standertis  in  the  air, 

Palit  with  purpoir,  plesand  and  predair, 

And   stremaris  waiffand  with  the  wynd  full  wyde, 

With  glitterand  gold  depanetit  ouir  with  pryde, 

And  basnatis  bricht  as  ony  bureall  stone,  1S,176 

In  curage  deir  quliilk  ouir  the  schawis  schone. 

The  Bomanes  als  ypoune  the  tother  part. 

With  egir  will  and  rancour  at  thair  hart, 

In  bimeis  bricht  all  browdin  ouir  with  gold, 

Fra  Phebus  face  thai  flammit  ouir  the  fold;  18,180 

Thair  browdin  baneris  of  hevinUe  hew 

Agane  the  schyning  of  the  sone  thai  schew. 

Of  thair  attyre  quhat  sould  I  to  low  tell? 

On  euerie  [syde]  thir  (reikis  that  war  fell, 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  with  mekill  strenth  and  force,  18,186 

Quhill  to  the  erth  thai  draif  bayth  men  and  hors. 

Thair  scheildis  raif  and  speiris  brak  in  sunder, 

Breistis  maid  bla  and  bodeis  that  war  wnder; 

Bicht  mony  steid  la  stickit  in  the  feild. 

And  mony  knicht  out-throw  the  corss  wes  keild;    18,190 

Mony  on  grouf  la  granand  on  the  ground, 

In  thair  bodeis  buir  mony  werkand  wound  ; 

Wes  nane  sa  stout  into  that  stour  that  stude, 

Bot  aU  his  bodie  wes  browdin  ouir  with  blude. 
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Then  all  his  men  the  spul^e  of  that  feild, 

To  euerie  wicht  that  did  ane  wapon  weild ; 

Hui*t  men  or  horsis  he  send  hame  agane,  18,2S6 

With  all  his  power  syne  passit  ouir  the  plane 

To  Eborac  with  him  Octauius ; 

Qiff  all  be  snith  my  author  sais  thus. 

Traherus  als,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Fra  Eborac  into  that  samin  da,  i8,sao 

Onto  Loundoun  richt  fast  away  he  fled, 

Of  thair  cuming  so  soir  he  wes  adred. 

Quhen  that  thai  come  to  Eborac  that  toun, 

Solempnitlie  with  greit  processioun, 

Thair  war  thai  met  richt  far  vpone  the  way,        18,286 

With  dansing,  singing,  and  grit  sport  and  play. 

And  so  thai  wer  convoyit  to  the  toun 

With  many  lord  that  war  of  greit  renoun. 

Of  Britane  all  the  lordis  far  and  neir^ 

Quhen  this  wes  done  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir,       18,840 

But  only  tarie  to  Octauius 

Tha  come  alhaill,  my  storie  telleth  thus; 

With  the  greit  aith  than  of  fidelitie, 

Promittit  hes  ay  trew  to  him  to  be. 

To  Fyncormac  honour  and  reuerence  18,246 

Tha  schew  that  tyme,  with  all  circumstance. 

Oil  thankand  him  of  his  greit  fortitude  Lib.6,f.90b. 

Had  thame  deliuerit  out  of  seruitude.  /  CoL  i. 

Octauius,  with  all  thair  haiU  consent 

Was  thair  that  tyme  with  ane  will  and  intent,    18,260 

Frelie  gaif  ouir  but  ony  clame  thai  landis, 

That  Soot   and   Pecht  that   tyme   had   in   thair 

handis, 
PerpetuaJlie  to  bruke  for  euirmoir, 
Wes  giffin  thame  be  Carentius  befoir, 
In  tyme  to  cum  thairof  gaif  thame  discharge.        18,266 
And  to  his  knichtis  greit  reward  and  large, 
To  euerie  [one]  that  tyme  as  did  effeir, 
Promittand  als  moir  than  I  will  schaw  heir : 
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To  brek  the  band  befoir  that  thai  liad  maid, 

To  Fyncormak  witli  letteris  seillit  braid;  18,290 

That  is  to  say  thair  heretage  of  aid, 

Fra  Humber  mouth  to  Tweid  as  I  half  tald, 

Conqueis  agane,  to  quhome  thai  had  grit  rycht, 

Be  ony  way  throw  maistrie  or  throw  slycht, 

Agane  the  aith  that  thai  had  maid  befome.  18,295 

Alsua  that  tyme  togidder  than  war  swome, 

Quhill  tha  micht  stand  into  gude  heUl  and  quart, 

In  that  purpois  ilk  ane  tak  vtheris  part  ^^  2. 

How  OCTAUIUS  SEND  ANE  GREIT  ArMIE  IN  CAN- 
DALIA,  TO  RESKEW  THE  LaNDIS  THAT  HE  HAD 
GEVIN   FRELIE  TO   ScOT  AND  PeCHT. 

Octauius  syne  efter  that  decreit 

Proclamit  hes  the  tuentie  da  to  meit.  18,800 

Ten  thousand  men  cled  into  armour  deir, 

That  samin  da  tha  did  ilk  man  compeir, 

With  thair  captane  befoir  Octauius  king. 

And  he  agane,  without  tareing, 

Commandit  thame,  in  all  the  haist  tha  ma,  18,805 

That  tha  sould  pas  into  Candalia; 

Fra  fyre  and  blude  se  that  thai  sould  nocht  faill, 

Quhill  that  tha  landis  tha  had  waistit  haill, 

Of  come  and  stoir,  of  scheip,  nolt  and  horss, 

Baith   Scot  and  Pecht  alss  to  gar  fle  on  force,      is,8io 

And  in  that  land  na  langar  lat  remane : 

And  so  thai  thocht  to  "Conqueis  all  agane. 

How  TflE  SCOTTIS  AND  THE  PeCHTIS  WAN  THE 
FeILD  agane  THE  BrITIS,  AND  SLEW  AND 
TUKE  THAME  ALL  FOR  THE  MAIST  PaRT. 

Sone  efter  that,  as  it  wes  rycht  weill  kend, 
Thair  grit  falset  come  till  ane  fouU  euill  end. 
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And  in  ane  barge,  that  on  the  watter  la^ 

That  samin  tyme  saiUit  in  Norrowa : 

Of  Scot  and  Pecht,  becans  he  wes  nocht  trew,     18,346 

He  durst  nocht  weill  thair  gentreis  than  persew. 

This  beand  done  as  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir, 

The  lordis  all  of  Britane  far  and  neir, 

Rycht  reuerentlie  thai  come  Traherus  till, 

At  his  plesour  puttand  thame  in  his  will;  18,850 

And  maid  the  aith  than  of  fidelitie, 

In  tyme  to  cum  ay  traistand  trew  to  be. 

This  being  done  thai  weiris  than  did  ceis. 

Quhilk  maid  Britane  lang  efter  leve  in  pece. 

How  Trahebus  was  sa  haittit  with  the  Britis 

THAT   HE   WAS    SLANE   QUYETLIE,    ONWITTAND 
QUHOME   BE. 

Sone  efter  that,  as  my  author  did  tell,  18,856 

This  Traherus  he  wox  baith  fals  and  fell. 

And  greit  distmctioun  in  the  tyme  he  maid 

Of  nobill  blude  ouir  all  Britane  so  braid. 

And  speciallie  of  this  Octaueus  kin, 

Of  thame  he  sparit  nother  mair  nor  myn ;  18,860 

And  mony  vther  that  he  held  suspecc. 

Sum  lie  gart  heid  and  vther  sum  hang  be  the  nek, 

At  his  awin  will  but  ony  fait  or  cans. 

Without  justice  or  ^it  ordour  of  lawea 

Sic  ane  tirrane,  with  so  greit  bost  and  schoir,     18,866 

Wes  neuir  sene  into  Britane  befoir. 

Richt  quietlie  for  that  cans  he  wes  slane. 

Be  quhome  or  how  I  cannocht  tell  tow  plane. 

For-quhy  my  author  tald  it  nocht  to  me, 

The  circumstance  thairfoir  I  lat  it  be,  18,870 

And  I  am  laith  ane  lesing  for  to  tell ; 

With  sic  mater  I  will  not  intermell. 

Or  dreid  that  I  be  for  ane  lear  kend. 

Now  to  my  mater  thairfoir  I  will  wend. 
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To  Carthlyntus  in  fe  and  hereiage, 

To  Scot  and  Pecht  discendand  be  lynage  ; 

Desyrand  thame  for  to  renew  the  bandis 

Was  maid  befoir  subscriuit  with  thair  handis, 

And  he  to  thame,  with  stylis  of  the  new,  18,406 

Hes  oblist  him  to  thame  ay  till  be  trew. 

Thir  kingis  baith  thairof  war  weill  content : 

The  heraldis  als  baith  hamewart  av  tha  went, 

And  greit  rewaird  with  thame  that  tyme  thai  had. 

Quhen  thai  come  hame  thai  schew  how  thai         i8,4io 

had  sped, 
Ilk  word  by  word  as  that  thir  kingis  said. 
Octaueus  than  wes  richt  blyth  and  glaid, 
And  all  his  lordis  in  that  tyme  ilkone, 
Sic  peice  and  rest  wes  maid  in  Albione. 
Octaueus,  as  my  author  me  schew,  18,416 

Fra  that  tyme  furth  dalie  to  vertu  grew, 
And  in  Britane  wes  haldin  for  the  best 
In  all  his  tyme,  and  for  the  nobillest ; 
And  ay  fra  that  as  trew  as  ony  steill, 
And  with  his  nobilUs  louit  wes  rycht  weilL  18,4S0 

It  wes  richt  lang  or  he  micht  leve  in  rest. 
With  the  Romanes  lang  vexit  and  opprest. 
Bicht  mony  battell  oft  with  thame  he  had  ; 
In  ilk  battell  that  tyme  how  that  he  sped, 
Bot  gif  I  lie  I  can  nocht  tell  to   ^ow,  18^425 

For-quhy  my  author  tellis  me  now  nocht  how. 
Thairfoir  I  leve  and  lat  sic  thingis  be. 
And  schaw  to  ^ow  as  that  he  schew  to  me. 

How  Octaueus  restorit  to   the  Romanis  all 
THE  Strentis   in  Britane,  payand  Tribut 

SICLYKE  AS  THAI  WAR  WONT  TO  THE  BOHANIS. 

Efber  lang  weir,  quhen  that  he  drew  to  eild,  Lib.64l9ib. 

And  wox  febill  and  micht  nocht  pas  to  feild,       18,430    ^'*  ^* 
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Heir  followis  the  gbeit  Discord  betuix  Thre 
Brether  Sonnis  for  the  Rtcht  of  the 
Croun,  the  eldest  Brtjther  Sonk  calut 
BoMAcus,  Ethaocacus  the  secund,  and 
Angitstiantjs  the  joungest. 

Quhen  Fyncormac  wes  past  as  ^e  hard  sa, 

Levand  that  tjixie  than  had  he  sonnis  tua. 

Ewgenius,  quhilk  wes  the  eldest  cheild, 

And  auchtene  ^eir  that  tyme  he  wes  of  eild ; 

Ethodeus  the  tother  child  wes  cald,  18,466 

^oungar  nor  he,  nocht  be  ane  ^eir  so  aid. 

Becaus  thai  war  of  ^eiris  than  so  ^ing, 

Nocht  ane  of  thame  that  tyme  thai  *  wald  mak  king. 

Then  all  the  lordis  in  ane  lytill  quhile, 

Convenit  hea  togidder  in  Argyll ;  18,470 

And  speciallie  the  cans  wes  of  that  thing. 

For  to  devyiss  quhome  that  thai  wald  mak  king. 

Carthlyntus  king,  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir, 

Quhilk  all  his  tyme  his  kinrik  did  decoir, 

Thre  brether  sonnis  in  that  tyme  he  had  18,476 

Off  thrie  brether,  and  all  of  lauchfull  bed.  Col.  2. 

Romacus  sone  wes  to  the  eldest  bruther, 

And  Ethalmacus  sone  wes  to  the  tother, 

And  Angustiane  the  youngest  bruther  cheild| 

The  wysast  man  and  perfyttest  of  his  eild.  18,480 

Equale  thai  war  in  all  thing  mair  and  mjm, 

In  honour,  riches,  dignitie  and  kyn. 

The  lordis  lang  oontendit  in  that  thing, 

Quhilk  of  thai  thre  wes  abillest  to  be  king. 

Romacus  than  aUedgit  thair  that  he  18,486 

Wes  abillest  of  ony  of  the  thrie, 

For  to  be  king,  erar  nor  ony  vther, 

For-quhy  he  wes  sone  to  the  eldest  bruther. 

*  In  MS.  that 
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Fra  that  counsall  remouit  euerie  man, 

And  left  the  mater  war  than  tha  began. 

Efter  this  tyme  that  I  haif  tald  low  heir, 

Thir  tua  lordis  maid  all  the  land  on  steir; 

Betuix  tha  tua  thair  wes  sic  ^ryfe  and  feid,         18,626 

Ilk  ane  persewit  vtheris  to  the  deid, 

For  no  trettie  that  tyme  of  ony  lord, 

Betuix  thir  tua  culd  nocht  be  maid  concord ; 

Ilkanes  mynd  frome  vther  wes  so  far. 

And  da  by  day  it  grew  ay  to  tlie  war.  18,680 


How  ROMACUS  BROCHT  ANE  ArMIE  OUT  OF  PbCHT-  Lib.6,f.92 
LAND,      AND     GAIF    AnGUSTIANE    FeILD     AND      ^®'' '' 
VINCaST  HIM,  AND  SYNE  TUKE  THE  CrOUN. 

So  at  the  last  this  ^oung  Romacus  saw 

That  he  culd  nocht  be  ressoun  nor  [be]  law 

Vnto  his  purpois  be  no  way  prevaill, 

Richt  soir  he  dred  he  sould  be  maid  to  faiU. 

For-quhy  he  knew  the  most  pairt  of  the  lordis,  18,686 

Giff  it  be  suith  that  my  author  recordis, 

In  contrair  him  thai  war  that  samin  tyde ; 

Quhairfoir  he  thocht  that  he  wald  sone  provyde 

For  sum  remeid  in  all  the  haist  he  mocht ; 

Than  out  of  Pechtland  suddanelie  hes  he  brocht  18,640 

Ane  greit  armie  with  him  in  feild  to  go, 

And  mony  lord  of  Scotlaiid  than  also, 

With  maistrie  than  he  thocht  him  to  provyde. 

This  Angustiane  vpoime  the  tother  cyde, 

With  plane  power  he  met  him  into  feild,  18,646 

And  knokkit  on  quhair  mony  ane  war  keild. 

As  Fortoun  wald,  and  so  all  thing  man  be. 

This  Angustiane  that  tyme  wes  maid  to  fle 

Richt  far  awa,  as  te  sail  wnderstand. 

Or  he  wald  stynt,  that  same  tyme  inYrland;       18,660 
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Towart  the  place  quhair  this  Bomacus  ]a, 

Tha  come  richt  sone  vpoun  the  tother  da;  18,680 

And  quhen  he  hard  that  thai  war  at  the  hand, 

To  saue  him  self  he  fled  into  Fecbtland.  CoLs. 

So  quyetlie  that  tyme  ^it  fled  he  nocht, 

Qnhill  efber  him  richt  suddantlie  tha  soobt; 

And  with  ane  chiftane  maid  on  him  ane  chaoe,    18|688 

Quhill  tha  onirtuke  him  in  ane  quiet  place. 

In  that  same  steid  tha  slew  him  but  mercie, 

And  all  the  laif  wes  in  his  cumpanie. 

Tlia  sparit  nane,  Pechtis  and  all  the  laif, 

For  it  wes  tha  him  the  ill  counsall  gai£  18,680 

This  Angustiane  that  tyme  into  Trland, 

And  Ethalmac  with  him  I  wnderstand, 

Fra  tyme  he  knew  that  this  tirrane  wes  alane, 

In  gudlie  haist  he  sped  him  hame  agane. 

The  lordis  all  thairof  tha  wer  richt  blyth,  18,696 

Ressauit  him  that  samin  tyme  full  swyth, 

With  all  honour  and  greit  nobillitie, 

So  blyth  thai  war  that  cuming  hame  wes  he; 

But  contrapleid  ather  of  aid  or  ^ing. 

With  haill  consent  than  wes  he  crownit  king.      18,800 


How  Angustiane  wes  crownit  King,  and  sone 

EFTER    HE     WES    CROWNIT    GAIF    BATTELL    TO 
THE  BOMANE  LeGAT  AND  SLEW  HIM  IN  FeILD. 

As  ^e  haif  hard,  efler  Bomacus  deid, 

This  Angustiane  wes  crownit  in  his  steid 

As  ane  king  he  tuke  on  him  the  steir, 

As  efterwart  I  think  to  schaw  ^ow  heir. 

Thairfoir  of  him  heir  will  I  leif  ane  quhile,  18,606 

And  to  the  Britis  tume  agane  my  styll 

Efter  lang  rest,  throw  pece  that  thai  had  tane, 

Ouir  all  Britane  the  ^oung  lordis  ilkane 
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Throw  sic  folie  than  wer  thai  all  oonfoundit; 

Mony  war  slane  and  mony  deidlie  woundit; 

And  all  the  laif  on  force  war  maid  to  fle, 

Syne  at  the  will  of  Maximus  to  be. 

Thus^  throw  thair  folie  and  fiill  hardines,  18,640 

Tha  wer  distroyit  that  tjrme  mair  and  les^ 

And  put  agane  in  mair  miseritie, 

Rycht  far  befoir  nor  tha  war  wont  to  be, 

How   OCTAUEUS,   HEIRAND  THA  TyDENIS,  DEPARTIT 

FOR  greit  Displesour. 

Octaueus,  of  quhome  befoir  I  tald, 

Into  that  tyme  wes  ancient  and  aid,  18,660 

Viseit  he  wes  with  greit  infirmitie; 

And  quhen  he  hard  the  infelicitie 

Of  that  battell/  and  how  sic  end  it  tuke, 

On  the  thrid  day,  as  I  fynd  in  my  bnke, 

Throw  displesour  and  sair  seiknes  also^  18,666 

He  tuke  his  leif  and  till  his  graif  did  go. 

Ane  sone  that  tyme  and  no  mo  childer  hed. 

For  dreid  that  tyme  to  Mona  Yle  he  fled; 

Thair  he  remanit  with  Eugenius, 

And  with  his  bruther  als  Ethodeus,  18,660 

Quhilk  sonnis  war  to  the  king  Fyncormak, 

Nocht  lang  gane  syne  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak. 

How  THE  BrITIS  did  RESELL  THE  SeCUND  TyHE. 

In  that  same  tyme,  as  my  author  did  tell, 

Britis  agane  richt  baldlie  did  rebelL 

Fule  hardines,  siclike  as  of  befoir,  18,666 

Hes  causit  thame  withoutin  ony  moir 

To  Maximus  to  gif  battell  agane ; 

Syne  tynt  the  feild  quhair  thair  wes  tane  and  slane 


1  In  M8.  This, 
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Agane  the  Romanes  wes  thair  commoun  fo.  18,696 

Bicht  Weill  he  wist,  he  said,  did  he  nocht  so, 

For  ony  way  that  thai  suld  efber  mak. 

It  suld  thame  tume  bayth  to  grit  schame  and  lak. 


How  Akqustiake  ghaissit  Nectanus  to  Cams- 

LIDONE. 

Quhen  this  wes  said  befoir  thame  all  in  plane, 

This  herald  gat  na  answer  hame  agane,  i8,7oo 

Bot  greit  derisoim,  with  lauchter  and  skome, 

Na  other  ansuer  hamewart  hes  he  borne. 

This  Angustiane  quhen  that  he  knew  and  mynd, 

With  his  freindis  richt  schortlie  hes  desynd 

Bot  ony  baid  to  put  thame  of  his  boundis.  18,706 

Syne  with  greit  power  towart  thame  he  fundis, 

And  gaif  him  battell  pertlie  on  ane  plane, 

Quhair  all  the  Pechtis  wes  other  tane  or  slane, 

War  all  that  da  into  the  feild  ilkone, 

Thair  king  syne  chaissit  to  Camelidone.  18,710 


How  Nectanus  maid  ane  Counsall  with  ms 

LORDIS,   DESYRAND  AT  THAME  TO  MOVE  WeIR 
AGANE  AnGUSTIANUS,  THE  KiNG  OF  SCOmS. 

Sone  efter  this  that  I  haif  said  ^ow  heir, 

This  Nectanus,  within  les  nor  ane  teir. 

To  his  lordis  proponit  into  plane. 

Into  Scotland  to  leid  ane  oist  agane; 

Him  to  revenge  of  the  injure  and  lak  18,716 

Into  the  feild  befoir  that  he  did  tak  ; 

And  greit  perswasioun  hes  he  maid  thairtill, 

Bydand  to  heir  quhat  wes  the  lordis  will. 

Richt  mony  lord  thair  wes  into  that  tyme 

Said  as  he  said,  without  ressoune  or  ryme.  I8,7fi0 


(( 
(( 
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With  mony  knicht  in  curage  that  wea  cleir, 

Withoutin  stynt  ay  toward  thame  did  steir,  18,760 

In  gude  array  with  all  his  power  hailL 

And,  or  he  wald  the  battell  first  assaill. 

To  Nectanus  he  send  ane  messinger, 

Rycht  liartlie  thair  that  tyme  did  him  requeir 

For  to  mak  peax,  and  leif  in  cheritie,  18,766 

And  at  his  will  all  sail  amendit  be. 

Brek  nocht  the  band  thair  fatheris  maid^  befome 

Richt  mony  ^eir  or  ony  thair  was  borne. 

"  Traist  weill,"  he  said,  "and  we  do  vther  now, 

**  Sone  efterwart  that  baith  to  ws  and  ^ow  i8,7eo 

'*  It  salbe  skaith  and  greit  damnage  for  euer, 

Amang  oure  selffis  and  we  so  now  disseuer. 

That  war  the  Bomanis  plesonr  and  thair  will, 
"  Tha  do  nocht  ellis  bot  behald  thairtill, 
"  Quhill  ilk  of  ws  sould  vther  now  distroy,  I8,7e6 

''  And  than  micht  tha  with  litiU  sturt  and  noy, 
"  Quhen  baith  oure  poweris  war  parit  to  nocht. 

And  all  war  deid  into  sic  weir  that  dooht, 

Qnhen  thair  wer  none  to  mak  ganestand  thairtill, 
"  AU  Albione  to  weild  at  thair  awin  will"  18,770 

And  for  that  cans  he  prayit  him  in  plane 
To  leve  sic  weir,  and  to  mak  pece  agane. 


How  Nectanus  wald  nocht  heir  the  Herald 
Ansuer,  bot  send  Defydence  aoane  to 
Angustlinus. 

This  Nectanus  thairof  wald  heir  nathing, 

Bot  send  the  herald  hame  wnto  his  king 

With  ane  ansuer  that  tyme  that  wes  nocht  gude,  18,776 

Defyand  him  than  baith  of  fyre  and  blude. 

This  Angustiane,  quhen  he  sic  ansuer  gat, 

He  tareit  nocht  bot  haistelie  with  that  Col.  2. 


tt 


*  In  MS.  manJ, 
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How   Angustune    was    slane    throw   Mis- 

GTDINa. 

This  Angustiane  bo  cruell  wes  in  hart, 

Preissand  ouir  far  that  tyme  to  tak  ane  part, 

Quhen  that  he  saw  sa  xaony  bemis  bleid, 

Kicht  suddantlie  kest  of  his  kinglie  weid  ;  i8,8io 

Amang  thame  syne  into  the  thickest  thrang, 

Quhair  that  the  stour  maist  stalwart  wes  and  Strang, 

He  enterit  in  quhair  Nectanus  he  socht. 

Into  the  feild  thair  find  him  gif  he  mocht, 

And  thocht  on  him  his  harmis  for  to  wreik.  18,816 

Into  his  gait  full  mony  felloun  freik 

That  war  full  proude  he  slew  vpone  that  plane, 

Syne  &ucht  sa  lang  quhill  that  him  self  wes  slane. 

And  quhen  the  Scottis  saw  thait  king  wes  keild, 

Rycht  suddantlie  tha  fled  out  of  the  feild  18,820 

One  to  ane  strenth  that  wes  neirhand  by, 

"Without  perrell  that  tyme  quhair  tha  mycht  ly. 

The  Pechtis  war  to  sic  confusioun  brocht. 

That  still  tha  stude  that  tyme  and  foUowit  nocht; 

The  Scottis  fled  [away]  fra  thame  so  far  18,886 

Wist  no  man  weill  that  da  quha  gat  the  war ; 

Wes  none  of  thame  that  had  cans  for  to  be  fane. 

For  baith  thair  kingis  in  the  feild  wes  slane,  Lib.6,:(93l](. 

And  mony  prince  that  mekill  wes  of  pryde.  ^^  ^' 

Far  ma  tliat  tyme  vpoune  the  Pechtis  syde  18,880 

Doutles  that  da  richt  cruellie  wer  keild, 

Suppois  the  Scottis  that  tyme  tynt  the  feild. 


How    BAITH     THE    PAIRTEIS     FASSIT     HAME    WFTH 
GREIT  DiSPLESOUR. 

This  beand  done  as  ^e  haif  hard  me  sa. 
Than  baith  the  syidis  on  the  samin  da, 


^SB    WltZJWS   SOW  Knrr-f 
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Heir  followis  the  Ordoub   and  Maner  of 

THE    BATTELL    BETUIX    THE    SCOTHS   AND     THE 

Pechtis,  and  how  the  Scottis  that  Tymb 

WAN  THE   FeILD  RIGHT  MANFULUE. 

The  king  of  Pechtis,  Nectanus,  with  greit  schoir, 

Nectanus  bruther  of  quhome  I  spak  befoir, 

Quhilk  in  the  feild  wes  slane,  as  ^e  hard  sa. 

With  all  his  power  planelie  on  ane  da 

In  rayit  battell  gaif  the  Scottis  feild  ;  18,866 

Quhair  all  his  weirmen  that  mycht  waponis  weild 

War  thair  that  da  buskit  in  batteUis  thre, 

In  gude  ordour  the  best  that  tha  inicht  be. 

The  Scottis  king,  vpone  the  tother  syde. 

In  thre  feildis  his  armie  did  diuyde;  18,870     Col.8, 

The  tuo  wyngis  first  enterit  in  the  feild. 

And  knapit  on  quhill  mony  knycht  wes  keild 

With  mony  pelt  richt  pertlie  on  the  plane, 

Quhill  all  the  Pechtis  neir  hand  than  wer  slane 

In  baith  the  wingis  quhair  tha  faucht  that  da:    18,875 

This  is  richt  trew,  tmist  weill  ^e  heii*  me  sa. 

The  mid  feildis  syne  enterit  at  the  last, 

Quhair  mony  grume  wes  maid  to  be  agast, 

And  mony  scheild  wer  schome  all  in  schunder, 

Brasser  and  bimy,  and  breist  plait  that  wer         18,880 

vnder, 
In  pecis  brak  and  all  in  ragis  raif ; 
So  doggiUie  ilkone  on  vther  draif 


How   Nectanus   was  hurt  wrra  ane  Arrow, 

QUHILK  WAS  HIS  DeITH. 

Into  the  feild  quhair  that  the  Pechtis  stude, 
Seand  thame  selfis  that  tyme  so  destitude 
Of  baith  the  wingis,  without  ony  supple,  18,885 

Tumit  thair  bak  and  suddanelie  did  fie 

Q  Q 
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^B  I  (uhen  lie  knew  bis  power  wea  so  small, 

^V  Lid  na  hoip  bot  Iiardines  witht  all 

^P  'iioe  battell  tbe  Scottis  till  assay, 

■  <  bes  he  socbt  ane  vtber  Bubtill  way.  ls,eto 

■  How  ETHALMACrra,  KlNQ  OF    Scorns,  was    fiLANEUb-S.^"- 

BE  Tkessoun  of  Tua  Pechth  haldih  fob        ■  '■ 
Sooms. 

oa  fiiir  toong  men,  as  that  my  author  sais, 
'i  Peohtis  blude  perfite  into  all  plais, 
Yith  greit  rewaird,  promittand  fkr  mair  thing, 
■jOt  to  betrais  this  Ethalmacus  king,  I 
ie  bes  conducit  with  gold,  riches  and  fe,  1B,99S 

.  L'o  feinie  thame  as  tba  Scottis  sould  be. 
■^yne  in  the  court  to  make  thair  sojomiiig, 
Qubill  that  thai  war  acqueutit  with  the  king ; 
Syne  efterwart,  quhat  tyme  that  euer  it  be. 
To  fynd  the  tyme  of  opportunitie,  18,630 

Qoben  it  war  bo,  be  vertew  of  thair  band, 
Compleit  the  thing  quhilk  thai  had  tane  on  hand. 
And  BO  thai  did  ;  within  ane  lytiU  space 
Tba  wer  richt  speciall  with  the  kui^  grace, 
And  hartlie  looit  with  him  &a  the  spleyne,  ie,93S 

Trowand  so  weill  that  thai  had  Scottis  bene. 
Syne  efterwart,  qahen  that  thai  saw  thair  tyme 
Wes  opportune  for  to  commit  sick  cryma, 
Into  his  bed  ane  nycht  qubair  that  he  la, 
Otnnmandit  hes  ane  harpar  for  to  pla,  i8,9io 

Quhilk  in  his  chalmer  ilk  nycht  la  him  byj 
And  so  be  did  richt  sone  and  suddantly, 
QuhiU  that  the  king  wea  brocht  lycht  soimd  on 

sleip. 
Tbir  tratouris  tua  tbairto  thai  tuke  gude  keip. 
Come  to  the  dur  and  choppit  on  ane  pyn ;  1S,BU 

The  harpar  raise  and  syne  he  leit  thome  in, 

Q  (J   2 
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Without  delay  vpone  the  samin  da^ 
He  maid  sic  end  as  did  the  tother  tua. 


Heir  followis  the  crownyno   of  E[u]genius 

THE  SeCUND,  the  SoNE  OF  THIS  ILK  FOR- 
OUDE,^  AND  OF  HIS  NOBILL  DeIDIS,  AS  ^E 
SALL  KFTER  HEIR. 

Efter  the  deith  of  Ethalmacus  king, 

The  quhilk  that  wes  the  thrid  ^eir  of  his  ring,    18,980 

With  haill  consent  of  all  the  lordis  ilkone, 

Than  haif  thai  brocht  out  of  the  Yle  of  Mone 

Ewgenius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 

Quhilk  wes  the  sone  of  gude  Fyncormak, 

And  crownit  him  thair  govemour  to  be,  18,986 

For  to  the  croun  that  tyme  most  rycht  had  he. 

Schort  efber  this,  as  ^e  sail  wnderstand, 

Sanct  Androis  arme  wes  brocht  into  Scotland ; 

And  how  it  wes,  gif  that  ^e  list  to  speir, 

Tak  tent  to  me  and  I  sail  tell  ^ow  heir.  18,990 

In  Grece  that  tyme,  in  citie  of  Dacria, 

Ane  monk  thair  wes  in  land  of  Accaya, 

Quhilk  Regulus  wes  caJlit  to  his  name ; 

Ane  faithfull  fitther  he  wes  of  greit  fame. 

And  for  he  weu  of  sic  auctoritie,  18,996 

Be  Cesar  send  that  samin  tyme  wes  he, 

The  emprioure  quhilk  hecht  Constantius, 

In  pilgramage,  my  storie  tellis  thus, 

On  to  the  graif  quhair  that  Sanct  Androw  lyis, 

Decreittit  as  wes  of  the  samin  wyiss,  i9,ooo 

Richt  mony  than  of  devoit  men  also, 

In  cumpanie  with,  him  that  tyme  till  go. 


1  Sic  in  MS. 
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Syne  on  the  nycht  with  his  fellowis  in  feir, 

He  tuke  the  se,  gaif  God  the  schip  to  Bteir. 

Throw  the  Greik  se  thai  saillit  mony  da, 

Vnto  the  land  of  Lucitania ;  19,030 

That  wes  the  name  ane  lang  tyme  of  the  ald^ 

The  quhilk  to  name  now  Portingaill  ia  calA 

Fra  that  thai  salit  ay  on  da  by  da, 

Quhill  that  thai  come  till  Armorica, 

And  now  to  name  this  da  is  caUit  Britane.  19,035 

Syne  throw  the  pais  thai  salit  furth  incertane^ 

Tlire  dais  or  foure  ay  by  and  by  is  gone, 

Wnto  the  yle  richt  sone  of  Albione. 

How  Regulus  Schip  beak  in  Otholemum. 

In  Otylym  that  tyme  into  Pechtland, 

By  force  of  flude  thair  schip  brak  on  ane  sand,   19,040 

Thair  loissit  thai  all  thing  with  thame  tha  brocht. 

Except  thame  self  that  tyme  thair  chaipit  nocht, 

And  the  relict  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak. 

Thame  self  wes  saif  suppois  that  thair  schip  brak, 

But  ony  perreU  fre  brocht  to  the  land,      »  19,046 

Quhair  Sanct  Androis  that  citie  now  dois  stand 

Besyid  the  se,  vpoime   ane  plesand  plane, 

And  thair  ane  quhile  tuke  purpois  to  remane. 

Into  that  place  tha  had  nocht  restit  lang, 

Quhill  that  the  word  ouir  all  the  land  did  gang,  19,060 

That  sic  ane  relict  than,  throw  Godeis  grace, 

Vnto  the  pepill  cumit  wes  to  that  place. 

Out  of  all  part  thai   come  baith  far  and  neir. 

Onto  that  jlace  sic  thing  to  se  and  heir. 

And  of  the  seik  men  that  war  present  thair,        19,066 

Baith  haill  and  sound  thai  war  maid  of  thair 

sair  ; 
Richt   cruikit   men  war  waldin  maid  and  wycht, 
And  dum  men  spak,  and  blind  men  gat  thair  sycht. 
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How  THE  BOMANE  LeQAT  CALLIT  MAXIMUS, 
HEIBAND  THE  DiSCORD  BETUIX  THE  SCOTTIS 
AND  THE  PeCHTIS,  TUKE  THE  PbCHTIS  PART 
AGANIS  THE  ScOTTIS,  AND  SYNE  BE  HIS 
POWAR    AND    THAIRIS    PUT    THE  ScOTTIS   OUT 

OP  Scotland. 

This  Roman  legat  callit  Maximus, 

In  that  same  tyme^  my  author  tellis  thus  i9,ooo 

As  I  in  vers  sail  to  ^ow  heir  record, 

Quhen  that  he  saw  the  malice  and  discord 

Betuix  the  Scottis  and  the  Pechtis  of  new, 

So  lang  befoir  to  vther  ay  wes  trew; 

Seing  also  his  tyme  wes  oportune,  19,006 

With  bissie  cuir  greit  diligence  hes  done 

To  caus  that  feid  for  to  incres  and  grow 

Dalie  hes  done  the  diligence  he  dow. 

And,  for  to  speid  his  purpois  to  ane  end, 

To  king  of  Pechtis  ane  herald  sone  he  send  ;       i9,ioo 

Qif  that  my  author  be  thairof  to  trow, 

He  said  to  him  as  I  sail  say  to  tow. 

"  0  king  of  Pechtis,  nobill  Hargustus, 

"  Tlie  greitis. Weill  my  maister  Maximus; 

"  Lattand  the  wit  that  he  forthinlds  sair  19,105 

"  The  greit    displesour,  doloiu*  and  the  cair, 

"  With  SIC  injure  now  dalie  done  to  the, 

"  Be  the  Scottis  that  ar  baith  fals  and  sle ; 

"  The  quhilk  hes  bene,  sa  far  as  thai  mycht 

skaith, 
'*  Ane  mortall  fa  to  ws  and  to  ^ow  baith,  10,110 

"  At  this  be  suith  that  I  dar  hardlie  say,  Lib.  6, €95. 

"  That  je  with  ws  wer  weilbelouit  ay,  ^'*  *' 

"  I  trow  siclyke  so  sould  we  with  ^ow  be, 
"  War  nocht  the  Scottis  with  thair  subtilitie. 
"  Thair  is  no  thing  that  he  desyris  moir  19,116 

"  Nor  Jour  freindschip  siclike  as  of  befoir. 


-  ^ninil  iiac   .Tip.  -M^iK  TP-B  ■; 

—  *»iii    -"3.    f  T  iii   /J  ^;-    iifiififc  ^ 

'   V^murd  ie  '  le  sol    '  stt  ims 

'    .t'  jis  ^smstann  **%  ^k  xixa 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLANt).  019 

And  sone  he  hes  fixit  ane  da  and  place 
At  Eborac  within  ane  lytUl  space, 
Quhair  king  Hargust  with  him  awin  self  sold  meit 
And  so  thai  did  thair  purpois  to  compleit.  19,150 

Syne  peice  and  kyndnes  thair  betuix  thame  band, 
Perpetuallie  in  tyme  to  cum  to  stand, 
And  neuir  agane  for  no  thing  to  be  brokin. 
Rycht  mony  thing  betuix  thame  thair  wes  spokin, 
That  I  list  nocht  now  at  this  tyme  and  port,       19,166 
Bot  lat  thame  pas  becaus  the  tyme  is  schort. 
Quhen  tha  had  done  and  said  that  tha  list  sa, 
Ilkane  take  leif  and  passit  hame  thair  wa. 


How  Maximus,  the   Romane  Legat,  send  ane 
Herald  to   Ewgenius,  the  Scottis  King, 

COMMANDAND  HIM  TO  ItESTOIR  ALL  THE  SpUL^E 
WAS  TANE  FRA  THE  PeCHTIS. 

Sone  efler,  quhen  this  counsall  hes  tane  end, 

This  Maximus  ane  herald  he  hes  send  lo,i60 

To  king  of  Scottis,  with  mekill  bost  and  schoir, 

Commandand  him  that  all  injure  befoir 

Onto  the  Pechtis  that  he  and  his  had  wrocht,  Col  2, 

Without  fabill  se  that  he  faillit  nocht, 

With  all  the  spul^e  richt  so  les  and  moir,  19,166 

Bicht  haiBtelie  agane  for  till  restoir; 

And  all  that  war  the  authouris  of  sic  thing, 

Deliuer  thame  onto  Hargustus  king. 

At  his  fre  will  other  to  hang  or  heid, 

For-quhy,  he  said,  thai  seruit  weill  sic  deid ;         19,170 

And  gif  he  thocht  that  he  wald  nocht  do  sua, 

He  him  declarit  for  the  Komanis  fa 


How  Ewgenius  matd  Ansuer  agank. 

Ewgenius,  quhen  he  hard  this  report. 
To  him  agane  he  said  in  this  same  sort : 


•  Fonatni.   piifc   ir-nu.    ssl  Z   imt  tut  .^ii         w,i 

•     Ttim      *»       r:"»      i-^Jli       I     ^3Une    .JIT, 


■sat     !■—  St    ."-  --    -«--_  -»-- .  j.:v 
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At  the  command  of  the  Romanes  stude,  19,S06 

Contraccit  lies  ane  mervelous  multitude. 

Mony  gay  grume  come  furth  of  Gallia 

To  him  that  tyme,  and  of  Armorica ; 

The  Britis  aU  at  his  command  wes  boun, 

And  Pechtis  alss  with  him  to  &ii  of  toun ;  io,sio 

Sidyke  of  Romanes  mony  worthie  wicht. 

Wes  neuir  sene  befoir  in  no  mannis  Eiycht 

Into  this  warld  sen  weiris  first  began  Iib.64l95b. 

Vpoun  ane  da  sa  mony  nobill  man.  ^^  ^* 

Sone  efter  that,  vpoun  the  auchtane  da,  19,816 

Tha  enterit  all  into  Westmawria, 

Quhair  that  tha  gat  na  stop  nor  ^it  ganestand, 

Distroyand  all  befoir  thame  that  tha^  fand, 

Baith  wyffe  and  bame  and  aid  men  mycht  nocht 

fle, 
And  seik  men  viseit  with  infirmitie.  19,890 

In  Orduluce  syne  efler  that  tha  fuir, 
Quhair  that  tha  sparit  nother  riche  nor  puir ; 
Quhome  thai  ouirtuke  that  tyme  in  ony  steid, 

Syne  efter  that  passit  in  Qaldia,  19,2S6 

With  fyre  and  blude,  and  greit  heirschip  alsua 
Of  ^oung  and  aid,  with  greit  slauchter  betuene ; 
Fra  na  injure  that  tyme*  tha  wald  abstene. 
The  Scottis  thocht  into  greit  dout  tha  stude^ 
Seand  the  Romanis  of  sic  multitude,  19,S80 

And  so  greit  power  in  that  tyme  thai  had, 
Tha  causit  thame  to  be  richt  soir  adred. 


I 


How  EWGENIUS  AND  MaXIMUS  MET  IN  FeILD. 

it  neuirtheles  this  king  Eugenius 

n  that  same  tyme^  my  author  tellis  ws, 

1  In  MS.  he,  I     *In  MS.  dial  tyme  thai  tyme. 
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I  rayit  feild  vpoun  thair  feit  tha  stude.*  ^^'-^ 

iiat  samin  nycht  this  ilk  Ewgenius  king, 

ud  his  lordis  decreittit  lies  this  thing, 
^11  feild  and  battell  for  that  tyme  postpone.         19,270 
.yne  he  and  thai  passit  to  Carecone, 

or  to  devyiss  quhat  best  wes  to  be  done, 
Old  all  the  laif  for  to  pas  hame  rycht  sone ; 
^yne  efterwart  thai  suld  all  reddie  be 
U  his  command,  quhen  he  his  tyme  mycht  sa     10,276 

How  THAIB  COME  ANE  MeSSINOEIR  TO  MAXIMUS, 
AND  SCHEW  TO  HIM  THAT  KeNT  HAD  RKBELLIT 
AQANE  HIM. 

This  beand  done  as  ye  half  hard  me  sa. 

This  Mazimus  efter  on  the  thrid  da. 

With  all  his  power  piirposit  of  the  new 

In  plane  battell  the  Scottis  till  persew. 

And  as  he  wes  him  dressand  to  the  way,  19,230 

Fra  Kent  thair  come  to  him  that  samin  day 

Ane  messinger,  the  quhilk  to  liim  that  schew 

Of  grit  discord  in  Britane  of  the  new, 

Amang  the  captanis  with  sio  stryfe  and  feid, 

And  come  he  nocht  sone  for  to  mak  remeid,         19,285 

Within  les  space,  he  said,  na  half  ane  ^eir. 

All  wald  be  lost  that  he  had  bocht  so  deir. 

Than  Maximus,  fra  he  tha  tydenis  knew, 

Freissit  no  moir  the  Scottis  till  persew; 

Bot  suddantlie  he  changit  his  intent,  19,290 

With  greit  power  syne  on  to  Britane  went. 

Ane  greit  army  he  left  in  Qaldia, 

And  euerie  strenth  he  hes  gart  stuf  alsua. 

With  men  and  meit,  and  vther  ganand  geir. 

And  all  waponis  that  neidfiill  wer  for  weir.  19,296 

With  lang  travell  ay  da  by  da  be  past, 

Quhill  that  he  come  in  Eentschyre  at  the  last. 


*  Here  a  line  seems  to  be  wonting. 
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^ithoutin  stop  quliair  tha  gat  no  ganestand, 
4aith  ^oung  and  aid  befoir  thame  that  tha  fand, 

■  )f  all  degre,  other  ill  or  gude, 

..Tha  baitht  thair  brandis  baldlio  in  thair  bludc.    19,326 
Yithout  petie  that  tyme  thai  wald  nocht  spair, 
^o  had  no  rewth  to  heir  the  wyfEs  rair, 

•A.nd  ryfe  thair  hair,  seand  thair  bamis  bleid  ; 
that  wes  thair  game  and  leuch  thairat  gude  speid. 

'  Hiair  wes  no  strent  that  tyme  in  all  thair  land,  19,330 

-  Toun  or  tour^  that  micht  mak  thame  ganestand. 
The  starkest  all  that  wer  of  lyme  and  stone, 
Law  to  the  erd  tha  kest  thame  doun  ilkone ; 

'  And  all  thair  bigging  brint  intill  ane  fyre, 
With  hall  and  chalmer,  stabill,  bame  and  byre  ;  19,335 
Thair  ^airdis  all  wer  full  of  come  and  hay, 
All  other  thing  tha  micht  nocht  turs  away, 
Sofbar  no  stone,  that  micht  nocht  with  thame  pas, 
In  ane  baill  fyre  tha  brint  thame  all  in  ass. 
Quhairof  the  Scottis  so  greit  curage  tuke,  1 9,340 

Nother  to  ryme  nor  ressoun  wald  tha  luke  : 
Tha  grew  so  hie  thairof  into  thair  mynd, 
Trowand  that  Fortoun  wes  to  thame  so  kynd, 
Traistand  hir  fauour  efterwart  to  fynd, 
Quhilk  is  vnstabill  aa  wethercok  in  wynd  19,345 

Thair  is  no  man  may  lippin  in  hir  grace, 
Quhen  plesis  hir  to  tume  away  hir  face, 
Scho  wryis  it  alway  as  scho  war  wraith. 
To  luke  agane  on  him  scho  is  full  laitli. 
Quhen  Maximus  hard  of  thir  tydenis  tald,  1 9,360 

How  that  the  Scottis  busteous  war  and  bald 
Puneist  the  Pechtis  with  so  greit  torment, 
Into  his  mynd  thairof  he  wes  content. 
It  lykit  him  weill  for  to  heir  sic  skaith, 
With  vtterlie  distructioun  to  thame  baith ;  19,866 

^it  with  his  word  ^it  oft  he  did  thame  mene, 
Fein^eand  full  soir  as  he  thair  freind  had  bene, 

R   R 


CRONICLIS  OF  SCOTLAND.  627 

Of  nobill  men  weill  graithit  in  thair  geir, 

And  wemen  als  that  hames  docht  to  weir. 

That  wes  the  vse  into  oure  eldaris  dais, 

Oif  all  be  suith  heir  that  my  author  sais. 

Fiftie  thousand  that  tyme  in  armour  brycht,         19,890 

He  had  with  him  that  worthie  war  and  wycht, 

Of  bemis  bald  that  wer  richt  gude  in  neid, 

Wald  nocht  abaiss  for  to  se  bemis  bleid. 

Ane  spy  thair  come  to  him  that  tyme  and  schew, 

Evin  at  thair  hand  the  Romanes  with  sic  glew    19,395 

Of  trumpet,  talbume,  and  of  schalmes  schill, 

Within  fyve  myle  wer  cumand  fast  thame  till, 

In  gude  array  with  mekle  bost  and  schoir, 

And  sic  power  as  thai  saw  neuir  befoir; 

Thair  multitude  micht  nocht  weill  numberit  be,    19,400 

Thair  breid,  thair  lenth,  of  so  greit  quantitie. 

So  Strang  power,  sen  weiris  first  began, 

Wes  neuir  sene  ^it  with  na  levand  man. 

The  Soottis  all  thairof  greit  teiTor  tuke, 

And  sum  of  thame  to  fecht  that  da  forsuik ;         i9,4os 

And  vther  sum  that  tyme  be  the  most  pairt. 

So  eruell  wer  and  hie  into  thair  hart, 

Decreittit  all  erar  that  da  to  de, 

Na  loiss  thair  land,  thair  law  and  libertie  ; 

That  da,  tha  said,  or  tha  fra  him  disseuer,  19,410 

Tha  sould  all  de  or  than  be  fre  for  euer. 


How  EUGENIUS,  THE  SCOTTIS  KiNG,  PUT  HIS   MeN 

In  Ordour  and  Arr/lt. 

Eugenius  vpoune  ane  lustie  le 

De^dit  hes  his  ost  in  battellis  thre ; 

To  his  brutber,  the  gude  Ethodetts, 

The  wangaird  gaif,  my  author  sais  thus.  19,415 

The  secund  battell  he  commandit  till 

Ane  nobill  man  wes  lord  of  Argatill. 

R  R  2 
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"  With  lang  travell  thai  tuke  on  thame  grit        19,460 

pane, 
''  Quhill  thai  reskewit  all  thair  richt  agane. 
"  0  je  knychtis,  quhilk  cruell  ar  and  kene, 
"  Now  ma  je  se  siclyke  before  tour  ene, 
"  Oure  mortall  fa  to  ws  alway  vntrew, 
"  With  vnjust  batteU  scharplie  ws  persew.  19,466 

**  Thairfoir,"  he  said,  "  cheis  jow  ane  of  thir  tua, 
"  For  Weill  I  wait  there  is  no  vther  wa, 
Vther  till  fecht  as  oure  fatheris  befoir, 
Quhairthrow  we  may  win  honour,  laud  and  gloii-, 
"  Or  schamitlie  this  tyme  fra  thame  to  fle,  19,460 

And  lois  oure  land,  oure  law  and  libertie ; 
Syne  all  oure  tyme  to  be,  baith  bame  and  wyfe, 
"  In  seruitude  for  terme  of  all  our  lyffe. 
''  I  say  for  me  it  Ls  les  lak  and  blame, 
*'  With  honour  de  na  leif  with  lak  and  schame ;    19,466 
"  Syne  one  of  thame  most  neidis  for  to  be, 
"  Manlie  to  fecht  or  cowartlie  to  fle, 

Cheis  jow,"  he  said,  ''quhilk  that   ^e  had  levar, 
With  honour  byde,  or  fle  with  lak  for  euer. 
"  For  Weill  I  wait,  togidder  and  we  bj'^de,  19,470 

Sic  aventure  this  tyme  sail  ws  betyde, 
As  oft  hes  done  till  ouir  fatheris  befoir, 
*'  Quhair  that  tha  wan  baith  riches  and  grit  gloir. 
"  And  sen  it  is  je  knaw  in  oure  defence, 
*^  Quhome  in  I  traist,  the  Ood  omnipotens  19,47S 

"  Sail  us  defend  and  mak  thame  for  to  rew, 
"  Sen  thai  till  ws  ar  baith  fals  and  vntrew. 
**  Thair  foil'/'  he  said,  *'sen  we  half  all  the  richt, 
"  Exers  ^our  strenth,  hald  vp  ^our  hartis  on  hicht ; 
"  Think  nocht  this  tyme  with  thame  to  be  ouir-  19,480 

thrawin ; 
"  Greit  God  to  broch  that  all  salbe  oure  awin." 
Far  mair  nor  this  he  said  to  thame  perqueir, 
Na  I  haif  tume  this  tyme  to  reherss  heir. 
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Off  the  Obdour   of  the     Feild    befoirthe 
Battell. 

Quha  had  bene  tliair  that  da  for  till  haif  sene 

Sa  mony  knicht  cled  into  curage  clene, 

So  braid  baneris  wer  borne  on  euerilk  syde, 

And  pynsallis  proude  that  mekle  wer  of  pryde,    19,615 

And  staitlie  standartis  waifand  with  the  wynd, 

Thair  bemis  bricht  maid  mony  bemis  blind. 

With  basnot  cleir  as  ony  cristell  stone, 

Agane  the  schyning  of  the  sone  tha  schone. 

So  mony  knicht  cled  into  curage  cleir,  19,520 

The  homis  sound  wes  hiddeous  for  till  heir. 

The  clarionis  clynkit  with  ane  siluer  sound, 

Quhill  that  thair  beir  gart  all  the  bankis  rebund ; 

The  tnimpettis  blew  with  sic  ane  rairrie  stevin, 

Quhill  that  their  sound  ascendit  to  the  hevin.      19,525 

Wes  neuir  sene  ^it  with  na  levand  leid, 

Moir  semelie  sicht  befoir  of  Adames  seid. 


How  the  Scottis  enterit  in  the  Feild  with 
ANE  Cry. 

Be  this  the  Scottis,  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 

Enterit  in  feild  richt  sone  and  suddantlye ; 

And,  or  the  Bomanis  war  arrayit  richt,  i»,6»o 

The  Scottis  bowmen,  that  war  bald  and  wicht, 

With  bo  wis  big  and  flanis  that  flew  weill, 

Bicht  scharpe  schutting  tha  leit  the  Bomanes  feill, 

Flycht  efter  flycht  with  mekle  felloun  feir, 

Quhilk  gart  tbame  grane  throw  all  thair  glit-      19,586 

terand  geir, 
And  wrocht  thame  wo  with  woundis  that  wer 

wyda 
Scharpe  schutting  als  wes  on  the  other  syid ; 
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And  all  the  laif  that  tyme  that  micht  nocht  waid, 
Wer  slane  ilkane  behind  the  laif  that  baid.  19,665 


How  Ethodeus  followand  the  Pechtis  tynt 
Ordoure. 

Ethodeus,  quhen  he  had  wyn  the  feild, 

And  monj  thousand  of  the  Pechtis  hes  keild, 

Traistand  the  laif  had  siclike  done  as  he, 

Becaus  he  saw  sa  roonj  of  thame  fle, 

Without  beleif  agane  of  ony  tul^e,  19,570 

Leit  all  his  men  that  tyme  pas  to  the  spul^e, 

But  ony  ordour  vp  and  doun  the  feild, 

But  speir  or  lance  without  targe  or  scheild, 

Tha  war  so  proud  and  pensit  of  thair  pra. 

Quhen  Maximus  persauit  it  wes  sua,  19,675 

Bicht  sone  he  send,  the  Pechtis  till  reskew, 

Ane  battell  buskit  baldlie  of  the  new, 

Of  mony  berne  that  durst  richt  weill  abyde ; 

The  Scottis  than  vpoim  the  tother  syid, 

Or  tha  wer  brocht  into  array  agane,  19,680 

Fechtand  in  feild  tha  war  all  tane  or  slane. 


How  Donald,  Lord  of  Argatill,  albiaist  wan 
HIS  Feild. 

The  left  wing  of  the  tother  syde. 

The  quhilk  Donaldus  had  that  tyme  to  gyde. 

Of  Argatill  the  lord  and  syre  wes  he. 

With  mony  knicht  into  his  companie,  19,685 

Agane  the  Britis  and  men  of  Qallia, 

And  Oermanis  als  he  faucht  that  samin  da; 

Into  that  feild  so  knichtlie  he  him  schew,. 

Had  nocht  Maximus  sonner  send  reskew. 

The  Britis  bald,  for  all  thair  brag  and  host,  19,590 

Into  that  feild  that  same  da  had  bene  lost. 


Col.  2. 
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me  lyoun  in  tliat  feild  he  fuir, 
his  bodie  mony  wound  lie  buir; 
T  aic  pane  that  tyme  he  wes  opprest, 
m  lyfe  aa  than  he  micht  nocht  lest, 
lis  all  quhen  that  tha  saw  that  thing,      19,635 
mpill  tha  tuke  than  at  thair  king, 
the  laif  that  wes  into  that  steid, 
hOe  wald  fle  bot  faucht  all  to  the  deid. 
dit  tha  with  gude  Ewgene  timir  king, 
e  wes  the  thrid  ^eir  that  tyme  of  his  ring.  19,030 


-^HOW  THE  CARRAGE  MeN,   8EING  THAIK   KlNG  AND 
NOBILUS    ALL    SLANE,   PASSIT    TO    THE    FeILD, 

and  faucht  quhill  thai  war  slane   ilk 
^  ^  Man. 

*  is  beand  done,  as  I  haif  tald  this  tyde, 
-^he  carraige  men  that  standand  war  besyde, 
"^faat  ordent'  war  the  carage  for  to  keip, 
*^<fngrauit  wes  into  thair  hartis  deip, 
~  43uhen  that  tha  saw  thair  king  and  lordis  slaue,    I9,0d5 
^  Weill  ma  ^e  wit  thairof  tha  war  nocht  fane.  LiK6,f.97h. 

■  Out  of  thair  wit  likeas  tha  wald  go  wyld, 

Amang  thame  all  wes  nother  man  nor  child, 
'  Bot  he  thocht  better  in  that  tyme  to  de, 

Nor  for  to  leif,  and  efterwart  to  se  19,6^0 

So  greit  distnictione  of  the  Scottis  blude, 

And  all  tyme  erast  of  the  meu  of  gude. 

Quhairfoir  richt  sone,  all  in  till  ane  intent 

Ane  batteU  buskit  baldlie  on  the  bent^ 

For  till  revenge  that  wrang  and  greit  injure.        i9,6io 

Syne  furiouslie  wnto  the  feild  thai  fuir, 

As  rampand  lyoimis  into  tliair  yre  and  tene, 

Syne  maid  ane  counter  cruell  wes  and  kene; 


Oil  1. 
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houtin  stop,  quhill  thai  come  to  the  steid, 
lair  king  and  lordis  and  all  the  laif  la  deid.  io,680 
1  quhen  thai  saw  that  greit  calamitie, 
'th  greit  desyr  with  thame  that  da  to  de, 
rikt  haistelie  ilk  ane  hint  in  hi^  hand 
iifoir  thair  &oe  thair  liand  quhair  tha  &nd, 
Tihairfoir  greit  plentie  wes  into  that  feild^  19,686 

^  man  ane  wapon  as  he  docht  to  weild. 
.^ih  wyfe  and  bame  into  that  multitude, 
2^1  rayit  feild  towart  the  Romanes  ^ude, 
,.;icht  furiooslie  without  ressone  or  ryme, 
.^o  de  tha  had  so  greit  desir  that  tyme.  19,690 

iivke  wod  wol£Ss  rampand  in  ane  ras^e, 
tai  pmigitiue  wes  eufaSTtnan  and  p^ge. 
'  Tpoune  the  Bomanis  with  ane  schout  and  cry, 

Lyke  brutell  beistis,  set  on  suddantly,  Cui.  2. 

Zi  And  fiiucht  als  lang  as  tha  had  strenth  or  19,696 

mycht, 
With  greit  curage  suppois  tha  war  not  wycht. 
^^    Sum  with  stonis  hit  thame  on  the  foirstame, 
^'    Sum  like  wyld  cattis  in  thair  hair  than  clam  ; 
''    Sum  by  the  collar  raif  doun  all  thair  coittis, 
-     Sum  thrang  thair  thowmis  thralie  in  thair  19,700 

7'         ihrottis. 

?      The  agit  men  fortet  that  tha  war  aid ; 
^      The  wemen  als  so  bitter  wer  and  bald, 
Imaginand  that  tyme  that  tha  war  men, 
Trowand  in  tene  ilk  ane  for  to  sla  ten  ; 
The  ^oung  childer  thocht  tha  had  mennis  pith,     19,706 
With  greit  curage  and  hardines  thairwith. 
Ilk  ane  forget  than  baith  thair  eild  and  kynd, 
So  wode  thai  war  and  mangit  out  of  mynd, 
Into  that  stryffe  stone  still  thai  did  remane, 
Fechtand  in  feild  quhair  thai '  wer  ilk  ane  slane.    19,710 
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this  tha  mumit  loud  and  schill^  that  nyclit, 

ill  on  the  morne  the  sone  raiss  fair  and        19,740 

richt. 

How  Maxmus,    on  the  Morne   efter,    gart 

DIUYDE    THE  SPULJE  OF    THE    FeILD    AMANG 

HIS  Men. 

an  Maximus  the  spul^ie  of  the  feild^  Lib. 6,  f.  98. 

|ith  bow  and  brand,  bukler,  targe  and  scheild,  ^ '  ^ 

r,  breistplait,  basnat  and  bimie  bricht, 
it  equallie  rewardit  euerie  wicht, 
his  deid  as  he  wes  wortht  to  haif :  19,746 

le  deid  bodeis  syne  hes  gart  put  in  graif. 

^nius,  of  quhome  befoir  I  spak, 
Lt  of  the  feild  that  tyme  he  hes  gart  tak, 
kinglie  wyss  with  greit  honour  him  buir, 
did  effeir,  wnto  his  sepultuir.  19,760 

Maximus  commendit  him  richt  he 
manlines  and  of  himianitie, 
strenth  and  wisdome,  and  of  worthines, 
[Of  lautie,  honour,  and  of  nobilnes  ; 
That  for  his  liegis  and  thair  libertie,  19,765 

In  just  battell  refusit  nocht  to  de. 
Also  he  hes  gart  tak  out  of  the  feild 
The  woundit  men  that  levand  wer  tmkeild; 
Betaucht  thame  syne  to  lechis  les  and  moir, 
To  mak  thame  sound  of  all  seiknes  and  soir.        i9,7eo 

How  Ethobeus,  the  Brttther  of  Ewgenius,  was 

FUND  LEVAND  IN  THE  FeILD,  AND  PUT  VNDER 

CuiR  OF  Leiohis  quhill  he  was  HAILL. 

In  that  same  tyme  the  gnde  Ethodeus, 
That  bruther  wes  to  king  Eugenius, 
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bhai  on  lyfe  but  lat,  that  is  no  leis,  19,795 

neuir  the  Romanes  leif  in  perfite  peiee, 
na  vther,  quhatsumeuir  that  thai  be, 

dig  of  ^ow  or  ^our  auctoritie. 

How  THE  Leoat  made  Ansuer  to  Hargustus. 

thair  desyr,  this  legat  Maximus^ 

cht  soberUe  agane  he  ansuerit  thus :  19,800 

'orsaitb/'  he  said,  "  it  semis  nocht  to  me, 

Nor  na  Bomane  that  hes  auctoritie, 

New  vincust  men  agane  for  to  oppres 

Withoutin  causis  outher  mair  or  les. 

It  is  oure  vse,  as  ^c  haif  hard  oft  tell,  19,805 

For  to  persew  proude  men  that  dois  rebell  ; 

Bicht  so  of  thame  siclike  to  haif  petie 

Subjectit  ar  till  oure  auctoritie. 
'  It  is  richt  far  agane  oure  laud  and  gloir, 
'*  Sic  vincust  men  that  dois  mercie  imploir,  i9,8io 

'*  And  als  richt  far  agane  oure  honestie, 
*^  To  wirk  on  thame  so  greit  crudelitie. 
"  It  is  oure  vse  fiw  erar  with  clemens 
"  Landis  subdew,  no  strenth  nor  violens." 


How  Hargustus  gaif  greit  Rewardis  to  the 
Legat  to  grant  his  Desyrr 

Quhen  this  Hargust  saw  he  culd  nocht  prevaill,  19,816 

Than  subtillie  schupe  him  to  assaill 

This  Maximus  thairby  ane  vther  way, 

Greit  diligence  he  hes  done  nicht  and  day  ; 

And  greit  rewardis  als  he  gaif  him  till, 

Quhilk  mony  brekis  ofb  syis  of  thair  will,  19,820 

Richt  so  wes  he  brokin  amang  the  laif, 

For  eidrilk  man  is  reddie  to  heir  haif 
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r  kneis  Imuililie  liim  Ijeseikis, 
f  teiris  rynnanil  ouir  thair  cheikis, 

1  he  wald  litt  thninc  ^flllan(^ 
•  feild  tliair  Imshandis  wai-  all  Hlaiie, 
I  riches,  gold  aiid  vther  giide 
/  war  that  tyme  and  dentitudo. 
I   that  geir  thai  deayrc  nocht  ogaue, 
I  Scotlaad  he  wald  lat  thame  remane, 
■>liii«8  and  seruice  for  to  mak 
tbair  husbandin  in  mumyng  wcid  of  hlak, 
«l  for  to  pm  and  munie  vpoun  thair  graif; 
him  that  tyme  nocht  ellin  wald  tliai  craif. 


Hot  the  Legat  DtnECTtT  thair  asking  to  thk 
Kino  of  Peciitih. 

Iian  Maximus  directit  hen  tliat  thing 

i>  HAtgaatoB,  that  wes  of  PechtiH  king, 
:''or  to  deliuer  with  his  lordis  Konc  H>,ttaa 

111  that  mater  qnhat  thai  thtnk  Konhl  Th-  done. 
And  thai  a^ne  withoutin  pntift  or  reuth, 
Haiffand  no  ee  to  conwcience  iKvr  tci  tn-iith. 
Ueliuerit  hes  out  of  tha  hoinidis  braid 
OfAlbiontt  all  cxuU  nould  lie  maid.  ih.bto 

And  BO  it  wes,  cjuhilk  wen  tho  nioir  jiotic, 
Tha  &ir  ladein  bo  far  tioulil  flemit  ]»: 

How    THE    Peciitis    cruellie    slew    all    the 
Scorns  that  iiaip  in  Scotland  thairefteh. 

Syne  qiihen  the  tyiiio  of  that  edict  wen  goiie, 

Tlie  Scottifi  all  tliat  Ijiiid  in  Albiune, 

Wyfe  or  banie  other  yiung  or  aid,  iii,873 

The  Peciitis  than,  that  liUHteoun  war  and  bald, 

Without  renpect,  but  reuth  or  lit  remeid, 

Kch[t]  peteouslie  tlia  put  thame  all  to  deid. 
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'his  Maximus  quhen  he  saw  hir  do  sua, 

le  liint  hir  vp  in  till  his  armes  tua, 

Ynd  on  hir  feit  he  maid  hir  for  to  ryiss  ;  19,006 

Vo  confort  hir  syne  kissit  hir  twyss  or  thrj'ss, 

Vnd  prayit  hir  with  all  humanitie, 

Co  leif  muming  and  of  gude  confort  be. 

For  he  suld  liir  ay  honour  as  Iiis  sister, 

Phair  wes  nothing  that  scho  wald  neid  or  i9,oio 

mister, 
Quhateuer  it  wer,  quhen  plcsit  hir  to  craif, 
With  all  his  hart  glaidlie  suho  suld  it  haif. 
Quhen  euer  scho  pleis  to  Carraccoun  to  pius, 
Quhair  that  the  king  his  lordis  ]mlice  wtis, 
At  hir  fre  will  thair  to  rcmane  and  bydc,  19,915 

And  all  the  landis  round  about  besydc, 
In  hir  power  quhen  that  scho  list  [to]  craif, 
For  hir  leving  at  hir  plesour  to  haif, 

To  bruke  and  joiss  for  temic  of  all  hir  lyfe,  Lib.6.f.fl9 

In  peco  and  rest  forouttin  ony  stiyffe.  19,020  ' 

Gold  and  siluer  with  hir  wes  nocht  spard, 
And  riche  clething  with  mony  gi-eit  rewaird ; 
Scho  tuke  hir  leif  and  hamcwart  scho  is  gone, 
The  narrest  way  that  tyme  to  Carreccone. 

How  Cartandes,  passand  Hame  fjlv  the  Legat, 

WAS    SPULJEIT    BE   [tUE]    WAY    WITH    PeCHTIS 

AND  HIR  Men  slane. 

And  B»  scho  was  hanie  jmssand  by  the  way,         19,923 

Bicht  suddantlie,  as  my  author  did  say, 

Of  Pechtis  theuis  other  nyne  or  ten, 

Richt  quyetlie  thai  tuke  hir  in  aiie  glen ; 

And  all  hir  geir  and  hors  thai  tuke  hir  fra, 

Hir  madynis  dang,  and  als  hir  seruandis  sla.         19,930 

Quhen  that  this   thing  to  Maximus  wes  schawiu^ 

Quhill  thai  theuis  war  baith  hangit  and  drawin 
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How  Cartandes,  heirand  Hargustus  desyrand 

HIR   TO    PAS  IN   BrITANE,   SAT    DOUN    ON     HIR 

Kneis    befoir    the    Leqat,    askand    him    Col.  2. 
Grace,  that  Petie  was  till  heir. 

This  Cartandes  the  quhilk  that  thing  did  heir      19,065 

Hirself  that  tyme,  for-quhy  scho  wes  rycht  neir, 

On  kneis  bair  doun  that  scho  fell  in  hy, 

With  paill  visage  syne  cairfullie  can  cry 

On  Maximus  that  petie  wes  till  heir  ; 

Beseikand  him  than  with  ane  havie  cheir,  io,07o 

For  till  haif  petie  of  liir  cruell  pane, 

And  giff  hir  leif  in  Scotland  to  remane. 

But  gold  or  riches,  possessioun  or  land, 

For  all  hir  tyme  in  povertie  to  stand, 

Into  Scotland  ane  beggar  for  to  be,  io,976 

No  in  Britane  with  sic  miseritie, 

For  to  be  send  qiihair  scho  wes  wont  befoir, 

To  haif  sic  riches,  honour,  laud  and  gloir. 

Than  baith  hir  handis  held  vp  to  the  hevin, 

On  Maximus  cryis  with  ane  loud  stevin,  19,980 

Beseikand  him  of  his  mercie  and  grace, 

To  lat  hir  leve  in  ony  quyet  place 

Within  Scotland,  quhair  that  him  lykit  best, 

Quhair  scho  ma  be  at  quyet,  pece  and  rest. 

Gif  lykis  him  that  he  will  noch[t]  do  so,  19,985 

Out  of  this  warld  than  mak  hir  for  till  go 

The  vyleest  deid  men  can  devyiss  in  erd; 

Quhen  scho  is  gone  lat  freindis  wyte  hir  werd. 

How  ALL  the  RoMANIS,  HEIRAND  THE  LAMEN- 
TABILL  PlAYNT  OF  CaRTANDES,  BiAID  InTER- 
CESSIOUN   FOR  HIR. 

Hir  playnt  it  wes  so  lamentabill  to  heir. 

The  Bomanis  all  that  tyme  that  stude  hir  neir,   19,990 
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How  THE    Scorns    that    passit   in    Yreland 

COME  BEFOm  THE  EiNO  AND  THE  LORDIS, 
8CHA[WA]ND'  than  THAIB  GREIT  InFORTU- 
NITIE,  AND  ASKAND  HeLP  TO  RESKEW  THAIR 
KiNRIK. 

Tak  tent  this  tyme  and  ^e  sail  heir  me  tell 

Of  auenture  that  efberwart  befelL  20,090 

Richt  mouy  Scot,  as  my  author  did  sa, 

Wer  fled  befoir  into  Ybernia, 

Befoir  the  king  and  lordis  on  thair  kne, 

Askand  at  thame  that  tyme  help  and  supple, 

Thair  heretage  for  to  reskew  agane  ;  20,095 

Schawand  also  how  that  thair  king  wes  slane 

In  thair  defence,  the  gude  Ewgenius, 

His  brother  als,  callit  Ethodeus, 

In  Denmark  passit  thair  for  to  remane, 

In  Albione  neuir  for  to  cum  agane.  20,100 

Sen  that  tha  war  the  fontane  and  the  wall 

Of  all  Scottis,  and  eik  originall, 

Sayand  to  thame  it  did  all  haill  })erteue, 

For  the  injure  and  harme  that  tha  sustene^ 

Efter  thair  power  for  to  mak  supple,  20,106 

Or  ellis  thai  faill  of  liberalitie. 

How  THE  King  of  Yreland,  with  Consent  of 
HIS  Lordis,  send  Ten  Thousand  Men  with 
THE  Scorns  in  thair  Suppue. 

Quhen  this  was  said  that  nobill  king  befoir, 
Hibemiens  that  thair  war,  les  and  moir. 
With  the  consent  than  of  thair  prince  and  king, 
Richt    glaidlie   than    hen   grantit   thame   that       20,110 
thing. 
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Also  tha  said  thair  langar  for  to  byde, 

Quhill  the  Bomanes  of  sic  power  and  pryde 

Sould  thame  assaill,  quhilk  sone  mycht  thame  oppres, 

Tha  said  it  was  bot  folie  and  wodnes. 

And  vther  sum  thair  was  among  the  laue,  20,146 

The  contrair  to  that  counsall  that  [thai]  gaif, 

Still  to  remane  sen  Fortoim  on  thame  leuch, 

Tha  wist  richt  weill  all  wald  be  weill  aneuche ; 

And  counsall  gaif  all  fordwart  for  till  ga 

To  Vicomage  or  than  to  Galdia,  20,160 

Of  thame  agane  haill  conqueis  for  to  mak, 

And  in  that  tyme  no  tarie  for  to  tak. 

Richt  oft  befoir,  thai  said,  it  hes  bene  sene, 

In  mony  feild  quhair  far  fewar  hes  bene, 

We  haif  prevaillit  of  oure  ennimie,  20,166 

Of  grittar  power  nor  tha  dow  to  ba 

Quhairfoir,  thai  said,  that  tyme  tha  thocht  it  best, 

Sen  tha  wist  nocht  how  lang  that  tha  wald  lest, 

To  vse  the  grace  that  Fortoun  had  thame  lent. 

To  that  counsall  than  gaif  tha  all  consent ;  20,160 

Syne  with  all  power  on  the  secxmd  da, 

Tha  maid  greit  heirschip  into  Galdia. 

How  THE  ROMANIS  WITH  THE  BrITIS  AND  PeCHTIS 

GAIF    THE    Scorns   AND   Yberntens    Feild 

AND  DISTROYTT  THAME. 

Wittand  full  lytel  that  tyme  how  it  stude. 

Or  euir  thai  wist,  ane  richt  greit  multitude 

Of  Brit  and  Pech[t],  and  mony  Romano  knycht,   20,166 

With  bow  and  brand,  with  brasar  that  wes  brycht, 

With  mony  wicht  that  waponis  weill  cnld  weild, 

On  fit  and  hors  befoir  thame  tuke  the  feild. 

Ybemiens  and  Scottis  -quhen  tha  saw, 

That  force  it  wes  other  lang  doun  or  draw,  20,170 

Tha  tuke  the  feild  richt  finklie  thame  agane, 

And  gaif  thame  feild  richt  pertlie  on  that  plane. 
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■r  ir-f-  ■=»  1." 


3  C?   ^ZiZTUkSZ*^  ^^^ 


This    iia^^irt^j?   ::-r>6    v.:j«*fler:^   —    4»rL 

With  sreh  n-rrr-rll    ."Liii::  L>  1*  i1a   ii-i  z:-=t'r 

To  brek  M'  lin  -sill  s.   jr=i-    i«:l*-  Az»i  =cL:ir. 

Quhilk  ukuiz  iiLz^^z  :..  'rur-'r   :■:  ":tr-";:r : 

Sen  that  tbr  Tnzii  iZ    --dr   :•:'  :rr:-i  ir>i  irntii. 

Had  leld  t*rr" :.ir  lie  Ri:r-Ar':s  ni.iiJt]  Az>i  a>j»iv 

strenth. 
Quhilk  had  fu'^-isrir:^  ill  lac.-ii*  iis   Lk, 
Ouir  ail  the  warli  •Ti:irc-*:  Yc-^nJa. 
*•  Syne  te  agane  ar  n-.^'sr  kjT.d  hat  trew. 
*'  Asanis  w*  nov  laiilir  'if  tLe  L.rrw. 
"  Oure  rrnnkccLs  L-rs  fertile:,  in  reiii  so^is 

Qnhair  z^  and  tLa  >aitL  f.r  zo\ir  i?ryme  ar  keiM 

Quhairfoir."  L^  said  -  it  war  >»>^  littill  rak. 

Gif  pleLs  ^j  yjw  w::h  ws  f*:*  for  to  tak, 
"  Of  this  c»-jn«iitioan  p-Ed'^c  now  «al!  ;e  half, 

In  tyme  to  cum  to  moir  for  till  ressaue  20,220 

Oure  ennimeis  amang  zow  to  remane, 
"  In  contrair  ws  neoir  for  to  com  agane. 

Na  ^it  no  vther,  qnhair  that  eoir  tha  lie. 

Quhilk  ar  .subdewit  to  oure  royaltie  ; 
*'  Akii  and  ;e  requyrit  l-e  thairtill,  20,225 

*•  To  tak  our  [lairt  baith  in  gude  or  ill, 
''  And  but  oure   leif  fra  all  this  tyme  bygone, 
**  Neuir  ane  of  jiiw  to  cum  in  Albione." 
On  this  same  wa*&s  amang  thame  pece  wes  maid, 
And  seillit  syne  with  niony  seillis  braid.  20,230 

Quhen  that  wes  done  tlia  tuke  thair  leif  to  wend ; 
Fra  that  tjTiie  furth  all  weiris  lies  tane  end.  Lib.  fi,f  looK 

In  Albione  and  in  Ybernia,  ^®'*  '• 

Wes  |)**ce  and  rest  richt  lang  and  mony  da ;         ^ 
In  all  that  tyme  durst  no  man  weir  pretend.        20,236 
Ix)\nng  to  God  the  sax[fc]  buik  takkis  end. 
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